Olympia, Washington
July 15-16, 2026

Sometimes, a two-day trip to a neighboring state can reveal things you didn't learn in
school or anywhere else. We took a short trip to Olympia, Washington and here is what we
found: Day 1 - Downtown Olympia; Day 2 -- the Capitol building and its surroundings.
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FIFA World Cup 2026: Argentina beats England 2-1

COVE restaurant



Partners in Community Giving - sculpture
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Percival Landing

Discover the Port of Olympia, starting with the mile-long boardwalk along the waterfront,
featuring a playground, grassy fields, Fiddlehead Marina near downtown Olympia.



Olympi
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Every year, the city hosts a new group of sculptures for the Percival Plinth Project. Each
piece is displayed on a pedestal base (“plinth”) at Percival landing.

The artin this photo is “Playful Sea Otter” by Steven Nagode.



“The Chimera” by Travis Pond



“Breathe Deep: Raven Moon” by Jill Drilevich



“Visionary” by KayC



The Capitol city of Olympia is at the bottom of the Puget Sound (water).






“Liberty Wept” by Christine Rose






Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls

Opened in 1962 as a gift to the South Sound community, Brewery Park continues to be
owned and maintained by the non-profit Olympia Tumwater Founation at no cost to the
public. ENJOY!



Tumwater Falls






This stone erected by the childrenn of the late Leopold F. Schmidt, Tumwater citizen, in
obedience to his wishes.

“The Arrival at Tumwater of the first American colony on Puget Sound, October 1845”



UPPER TUMWATER FALLS
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UPPER TUMWATER FALLS

“Industry at the upper falls. Early Tumwater citizens Ira Ward and Smith Hayes established
a frontier sawmill on this side of the upper falls in 1852. Water from the river, impounded
behind a timber dam, powered a pair of saws that sliced whole logs into usable lumber.
Two years later, Ward and Hayes were running a gristmill, too, where local farmers could
have their bushels of wheat ground into flour.”
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MIDDLE TUMWATER FALLS

“Gelbach’s Mill. George Gelbach’s three-story four mill, perched proudly beside the Middle
Falls, is an unmistakable landmark in most of the early photographs taken along this
stretch of the river. ...”

THE AGE OF ELECTRICITY

“In 1989 George Gelbach sold most of his land on the river to the Olympia Light and Power

Company, which hoped to produce electricity from the tumbling force of the falls. By 1890

the power company had bought Gelbach’s flour mill as well and built a sturdy modern dam
just a short distance downstream.

At the turn of the 20" century, Olympia Light and Power built a second powerhouse below
the Lower Falls. This time it made full use of the 82-foot drop in the river by running a
massive water pipe along the east side of the canyon all the way from the upper falls down
to the new powerhouse. The trail on this side of the river was once the route of that gigantic

pipe.”



Locks on a fence = LOVE. Locks on fences or bridges, often referred to as "love locks,"
symbolize a couple's unbreakable love. Couples typically inscribe their names or initials on

a padlock, attach it to a public fixture, and then throw the key away, signifying that their love
is eternal and cannot be undone.
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THE OLYMPIC BREWING COMPANY

“The 1906 brew house bult by Leopold Schmidt rises above the trees just beyond Tumwater
Falls. Schmidt already owned a successful brewery in Montana when a business trip to
Olympia tipped him off to the presence of exceptional springs neaby. The artesian wells of
Tumwater, it turned out, were perfect for brewing beer.
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TUMWATER FALLS: RICH IN HISTORY

“How the falls were formed. Near the end of the most recent Ice Age, about 12,000 years
ago, a massive sheet of glacial ice stretched its fingers south almost to where you stand
— leaving behind the gouged-out

now. When temperatures warmed, the ice sheet retreated
bays and inlets of Puget Sound
The Deschutes River, which had flowed to the west while ice stood in its way, took a more
direct drainage route to the saltwater. Traveling along its new path to the Sound, the river
cut away softer rock until it encountered a layer of hard volcanic basalt underneath. This
ancient basalt, which wears away very slowly, provides the dramatic framework of the
cascading Tumwater Falls. . ..

In October of 1845 a party of 31 Americans chose the waterfalls of the Deschutes as the
site for the first US settlement on Puget Sound. Within months they built a gristmill below
the Lower Falls, then added a sawmill.

By the 1870s the river boasted a sawmill, two gristmills, a tannery, a furniture factory, two
sash-and-door manufacturers and a firm that produced wooden water pipes. Even the

name of the little town would its cue from the falls. Though originally known as New Market
the frontier village soon called itself Tumwater instead, adopting a Chinook word that
translates as “noisy water.”
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@ Tumwater Historical Park

Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls Tumwater's
15-acre park, owned and operated by the Olympia
Turvwater Foundation, boasts one-haif mile of
walking trails, highlighted by cascading waterfalls;
still, reflactive pools; and massive rocks, Spanning
the river at both ends of the gorge and connecting
the network of trails are footbridges designed for
compatibility with the surroundings. The bridge

at the lower end of the river, crossing Turmwater
Falls, Is of particular interest as it is a replica of the
wooden truss bridge which served the citizens of
Tumwater before the turn of the century. Brewery
Park is home to a salmon run in the fall and is one of
the top attractions in the region, This dog-friendly
park also has many things for children to do and
explore.

Location: 110 Deschutes Way SW, Tumwater, WA

boasts the best view of the historic

braewhouse, Because of the flow of the
Deschutes River into Capitol Lake, the once
muddy tideland now has a collection of riverine
plants and habitat. The covered shelter at
Historical Park is a great spot for family and dass
reunions, birthday parties, company picnics,
and more. In addition to the reservable covered
shelter, Historical Park also offers additional picnic
facilities, restrooms, childeen's play toys, river
access, and trails. In February 2018, the City of
Tumwater opened a brand-new, state -of -the-art
playground in the 17-acre park.
Location: 802 Deschutes Way SW, Tumwater, WA

The Historic Schmidt House, built in 1904
for Leopeldd F. Schmidt, founder of the Olympia
Brewing Company, The picturesque grounds with
native gardens, bronze statues, and reflective
pool are beautifully maintained.
Visit olytumfoundation.org for open
house dates, If the housa Is closed,
feel free to explore the grounds.
Location: 130 Schmidt P1 SW, Ty

Tumwater Warehouse District
Thirsty from afl your exploring?

Be part of the craft movement

and enjoy a local brew at Tumwater
Warehouse District at Deschutes
Landing, home to Matchless Brewing.
Triceratops Brewing, Tart Cider, la's Foods,
and B Arms Bakery,

Location: 8036 River Drive SE, Tumwatar, WA
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“A Tale of Two Cities” — The Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural Project:” (Downtown)

https://olympiarafahmural.org/
https://olympiarafahmural.org/about-us/participants-by-imagery/


https://olympiarafahmural.org/
https://olympiarafahmural.org/about-us/participants-by-imagery/







Reflective lamp in Double Tree Hilton room.



Washington State Capitol

https://capitol.wa.gov/



https://capitol.wa.gov/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4YHXI1RlqjtKoRMMHDIcSPTTdOal_WJom8fN0MoE9QFinUb1WzzotNZJ_lCw_aem_rpjl6e4aOVTqWfo95ixw3A







Replica of Tivoli Fountain, Tivoli Park, Copenhagen, Denmark

Presented to the State of Washington



Sign: Washington State Capitol Campus, An Olmstead Legacy

“The historic landscape of the west Capitol Campus honors the 1929 plan designed by the
renowned Olmsted Brothers firm. A variety of trees, shrubs, flowers, woodlands and water
bodies —incorporated with civic buildings, monuments and memorials — create an
enjoyable and educational experience for visitors. This campus has been a nexus for
communities since the time of the earliest Indigenous people. It is now home of the state
government and a National Historic District. The entire campus became an accredited
arboretum in 2023.”






THE MEDAL OF HONOR - pillar/obelisk

“The medal of honor is the highest distinction which can be awarded to a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States. It is presented by the president in the name of Congress
to an individual who, while serving in the Armed Forces distinguished himself/herself
conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his/her life above and beyond the
call of duty.”



Sign: In gratitude to those who sacrificed their freedom in the service of our country, we the
citizens of the state of Washington, dedicate this monument to honor all former American
prisoners of war, those still missing, and those Americans who may still be held prisoner.
National POW/MIA Recognition Day

September 16, 1988

Beyond is a World War | Memorial






World War | Memorial









Legislative Building

https://capitol.wa.gov/dis.../buildings/legislative-building



https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/buildings/legislative-building?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR65J-tdwZC4RLdCh2uun4b6lMgKdneFBCoyhR71iZXJLvWa4Xz8a83rVsNQUg_aem_Ip6TiYlU5wPs-9HgVNRl9w

TEMPLE OF JUSTICE - across the street from the Legislative Building
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At entrance lobby: “My Plans require time and distance.” Marcus Whitman.

Citizens of the state of Washington express their gratitude to this pioneer and medical
missionary.



Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi—In Memory of John Fitzgerald Kennedy

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For itis in giving that we receive; itis in
pardoning that we are pardoned; itis in dying that we are born again to eternal life.”



This statue honors Esther Pariseau (1823-1902), also known as Mother Joseph, who
founded numerous schools and hospitals in the Pacific Northwest.

https://capitol.wa.gov/.../artwork.../mother-joseph-statue



https://capitol.wa.gov/.../artwork.../mother-joseph-statue
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Irtrockaced by Repreentative Deten Lekano!!
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Billy taught us when to listen and
when to stand firm, He displayed
moral courage in the face of
unfairness and brought people of
different cultures together around
the importance of sustaming the
natural world around us

DENNY HECK, LT. GOVERNOR

The Artist

Halying YW was bom in China and sttended
the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute. W Immignsted
to the United States and recedved his Master
of Fine Arts in scu'pture from the University
of Wiskington,

He has oeated well known memoniais sround
e Pacific Northwest, including the Follen
Firefighters Mesnonial in Seattie’s Planocer
Square neighborhood

The Warsturgton State Arts Commbssion
CArtYWA) faciitatec the wtist selection
process and will next overses the brocae
casting and instal ation,

The worship of life snd nature in
ndian culture s in line with rmy own
cultural trecdtions. | am honered to
have this OpEorumty to understand
moce of the spirtusl works of
ndigenous peopée, and of their
offorts to preserve the beautiful skies,
rivers, oceans and all living things.

HAIYING WU, ARTIST
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“| don't believe in magic. | believe

in the sun and the stars, the water,
the tides, the floods, the owls, the
hawks flying, the river running, the
wind talking. They're measurements.
They tell us how healthy things are.
How healthy we are. Because we
and they are the same.”

BILLY FRANK JR.

ARTS.WA.GOV/BILLY-FRANK-JR

Wl ARTS\VA

NISQUALLY INDIAN TRIDE

Front image: Haiying Wu's final "maquette” (half-scale
model) of the Billy Frank Jr. statue.



https://governor.wa.gov/



https://governor.wa.gov/
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View of lake and Puget Sound from the Capitol
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There are many trees at the Capitol.

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/trees



https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/trees?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR65J-tdwZC4RLdCh2uun4b6lMgKdneFBCoyhR71iZXJLvWa4Xz8a83rVsNQUg_aem_Ip6TiYlU5wPs-9HgVNRl9w
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Friendship Tree
Star Magnolia

Nyogo, Japan and Washington, USA



Commemorative Tree

Star Magnolia
Sister-State Relationship

South Korea - Washington
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Red Cedar









Washington State Vietnam Veterans memorial

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/artwork-memorials/vietham-veterans-memorial



https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/artwork-memorials/vietnam-veterans-memorial




0 SISTERS WHO MADE 1T AA( K

SERVING IN THE VIETNAM WAR
NOR ANE RECOGNIZE THEIR PAIN AND SUFFERING
BUT ABOVE ALL WE RESPECT THE COURACE

ATE RESIDENTS

MEMORIAL DAY MAY 26 1987

The memorialis inscribed with the names of 1,124 state residents killed or missing and the
following words:
Washington State Vietham Veterans Memorial

To all my brothers and sisters who made it back, but never made it home. In memory of

those who have died from physical and emotional wounds received while serving in the
Vietnam War. We honor and recognize their pain and suffering, but above all we respect the
courage of these Washington State residents. When our country called, you were there. We

have not forgotten, you are not alone.
You Now Rest in Glory.
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The Land
Prior to American
settlement. the Olympia
area was known as
‘Cheetwoot” (the Black
Bear place) by the
Coastal Salsh tribes
Several names were
used for the area as
American settlers
moved in, but by 1850 the name Olympia was in use
Shortly after Washington became a territory in 1853, a
wood-frame Capitol building was constructed on the
current Capitol Campus

The Capitol Group

In 1977, New York architects Walter Wilder and Harry
White won a competition to design the state capitol
Their "Capitol Group” entailed five structures designed
to appear as a single building from the Puget Sound
They were constructed over the next three decades.
Temple of Justice (1972), Insurance Building (1921},
Legislative Bullding (1928), Cherberg Building {1937),
and O'8rien Bullding (1940)

The Legislative
Building

The brick end
sandstone dome, the
tallest masonry dome
In North Amesica,
measures 287 -feet

tall from the ground to
the top of the cupola
The exterior sandstone

came from quarries

in Wilkeson, Wash
The granite steps and
massive foundation
pieces carme from
Index, Wash. Maxfield Keck of New York designed the
building’s sculptura! elements in sandstone, bronze and
plaster, many of which were carved in place by master
craftsmen, Tiffany Studios created many of the light
fixtures. After its completion, no other capitols in the

A Brief History

Washington becomes a U.S.territory.
Isaac Stevens Is appointed
Washington's first territorial governor.

Construction begins on a wooden
territorial capitol bullding located
near the present site of the
Legislative Bullding

The building Is completed in time
for the fourth territorial legisiative
session, The 40- by 68-foot building
houses the Senate and House
chambers, committee rooms, and
territorial library.

1889

U.S. Congress authorizes Washington
to become the 42nd state and

grants 132,000 acres of land for the
construction of the permanent capitol,
The state seal Is created by Olympia
resident and jeweler Charles TalcotL

New York architect Ernest Flagg

is selected to build the new

capitol building. The foundation is
completed, but is halted in 1894 due
to lack of funding. It sits unused for
nearly 30 years,

The state purchases the 1892
Thurston County Courthouse to be
used as Legislative Chambers for
the next 23 years,

A nationwide competition is held
for a “group concept” for the Capitol
Campus. New York architects Walter
R. Wilder and Harry K. White win.

1922

Above ground construction starts on
the present Legislative Building.

© 1928

Legislative Building is completed.
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North Foyer/Main Entrance

Al the main entrance, six large cast-bronze doors
feature relief images of early industry and scenic
beauty in Washington State. Inside, there are

two statues. The first Is of Marcus Whitman, a
trained physician who was instrumental in bninging
American settlers to Washington The second
replica is of Mother Joseph, who was responsible
for construction of many hospitals, orphanages and
schools In the Narthwest. The public hallways and
rotunda are clad in marble from Alaska.

Four Corners/Executive Offices

The second floor houses the offices of the Govemnor,
Lieutenant Governor,
Secratary of State, and
State Treasurer, Visitors
are welcome Mon-Fri,
Bam-5pm The
Secretary of State office
houses a replica of

, the Washington State
Constitution (shown cn
the left) and often hosts
special exhibits that are
well worth a visit

HOUSE
CHAMBER

Rotunda Floor (Lccated between floors 2 & 3)
Hanging from the rotunda cedling on a 101-foot chain iz
an ornate 5-ton bronze chandeller containing more than
200 light butbs As the largest chandeller ever created by
the artists of the Tiffany Studios in New York, it traveled
west by train and was essembled and instalied in the
rotunda during the final stages of construction In 1928
Four statuesque lamps. aiso created by Tiffany Studios,
are located in the comers of the rotunda. Embedded in
the center of the floor s the State Seal The seal is used
extensively as a decoration throughout the buliding on
radings, doorknobs, furniture and curtains.

State Reception Room

Bresche Violet Marble from Italy lines the State
Reception Room. This room is used for farmal

state ceremonies, receptions and meetings. Tiffany
chandeliers, heavy velvet draperies and a colorful carpet
contribute to the elaborate decor in this ceremonial
room. The onginal carpet, made by the Mohawk
Campany of New York, was the world's argest single-
locmed carpet at the time of its instaliation, The carpet
protects an unusual herringbone-design Bahamian
teakwood ficor, which is occasianally uncovered for
events such as the Governor’s Inaugural Ball. The base
of the massive round table was carved from a single
plece of Circassian walnut by the Slone Furniture
Company of New Yark.
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