
Olympia, Washington 

July 15-16, 2026 

Sometimes, a two-day trip to a neighboring state can reveal things you didn't learn in 
school or anywhere else. We took a short trip to Olympia, Washington and here is what we 

found: Day 1 – Downtown Olympia; Day 2 -- the Capitol building and its surroundings. 

***************************** 

Іноді дводенна поїздка до сусіднього штату може відкрити для вас речі, яких ви не 
вивчали в школі чи деінде. Ми здійснили коротку поїздку до Олімпії, штат Вашингтон, і 

ось що ми побачили: День 1 – Центр Олімпії; День 2 – будівля Капітолію та її околиці. 

 



 

 



 



 

FIFA World Cup 2026: Argentina beats England 2-1 

COVE restaurant 



 

Partners in Community Giving - sculpture 



 

Percival Landing  

Discover the Port of Olympia, starting with the mile-long boardwalk along the waterfront, 
featuring a playground, grassy fields, Fiddlehead Marina near downtown Olympia. 



 

 



 



 



 

Every year, the city hosts a new group of sculptures for the Percival Plinth Project. Each 
piece is displayed on a pedestal base (“plinth”) at Percival landing.   

The art in this photo is “Playful Sea Otter” by Steven Nagode. 

 



 

“The Chimera” by Travis Pond 

 



 

“Breathe Deep: Raven Moon” by Jill Drilevich 

 



 

“Visionary” by KayC 

 



 

The Capitol city of Olympia is at the bottom of the Puget Sound (water). 

 

 

 



 

 



 

“Liberty Wept” by Christine Rose 

 



 

 

 



 

Brewery Park at Tumwater Falls 

Opened in 1962 as a gift to the South Sound community, Brewery Park continues to be 
owned and maintained by the non-profit Olympia Tumwater Founation at no cost to the 

public.  ENJOY! 



 

Tumwater Falls 



 

 



 

This stone erected by the childrenn of the late Leopold F. Schmidt, Tumwater citizen, in 
obedience to his wishes. 

“The Arrival at Tumwater of the first American colony on Puget Sound, October 1845” 

 



 

UPPER TUMWATER FALLS 

“Industry at the upper falls.  Early Tumwater citizens Ira Ward and Smith Hayes established 
a frontier sawmill on this side of the upper falls in 1852. Water from the river, impounded 
behind a timber dam, powered a pair of saws that sliced whole logs into usable lumber. 
Two years later, Ward and Hayes were running a gristmill, too, where local farmers could 

have their bushels of wheat ground into flour.” 

 



 

 



 

MIDDLE TUMWATER FALLS 

“Gelbach’s Mill. George Gelbach’s three-story four mill, perched proudly beside the Middle 
Falls, is an unmistakable landmark in most of the early photographs taken along this 

stretch of the river. …” 

THE AGE OF ELECTRICITY 

“In 1989 George Gelbach sold most of his land on the river to the Olympia Light and Power 
Company, which hoped to produce electricity from the tumbling force of the falls. By 1890 
the power company had bought Gelbach’s flour mill as well and built a sturdy modern dam 

just a short distance downstream.  

At the turn of the 20th century, Olympia Light and Power built a second powerhouse below 
the Lower Falls. This time it made full use of the 82-foot drop in the river by running a 

massive water pipe along the east side of the canyon all the way from the upper falls down 
to the new powerhouse. The trail on this side of the river was once the route of that gigantic 

pipe.” 

 



 

Locks on a fence = LOVE.  Locks on fences or bridges, often referred to as "love locks," 
symbolize a couple's unbreakable love. Couples typically inscribe their names or initials on 
a padlock, attach it to a public fixture, and then throw the key away, signifying that their love 

is eternal and cannot be undone. 

 



 



 

THE OLYMPIC BREWING COMPANY 

“The 1906 brew house bult by Leopold Schmidt rises above the trees just beyond Tumwater 
Falls. Schmidt already owned a successful brewery in Montana when a business trip to 

Olympia tipped him off to the presence of exceptional springs neaby. The artesian wells of 
Tumwater, it turned out, were perfect for brewing beer.” 

 



 

 



 



 

TUMWATER FALLS: RICH IN HISTORY 

“How the falls were formed.  Near the end of the most recent Ice Age, about 12,000 years 
ago, a massive sheet of glacial ice stretched its fingers south almost to where you stand 

now. When temperatures warmed, the ice sheet retreated – leaving behind the gouged-out 
bays and inlets of Puget Sound. 

The Deschutes River, which had flowed to the west while ice stood in its way, took a more 
direct drainage route to the saltwater. Traveling along its new path to the Sound, the river 
cut away softer rock until it encountered a layer of hard volcanic basalt underneath. This 

ancient basalt, which wears away very slowly, provides the dramatic framework of the 
cascading Tumwater Falls. . . . 

In October of 1845 a party of 31 Americans chose the waterfalls of the Deschutes as the 
site for the first US settlement on Puget Sound. Within months they built a gristmill below 

the Lower Falls, then added a sawmill. 

By the 1870s the river boasted a sawmill, two gristmills, a tannery, a furniture factory, two 
sash-and-door manufacturers and a firm that produced wooden water pipes. Even the 

name of the little town would its cue from the falls. Though originally known as New Market, 
the frontier village soon called itself Tumwater instead, adopting a Chinook word that 

translates as “noisy water.” 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 
“A Tale of Two Cities” – The Olympia-Rafah Solidarity Mural Project:” (Downtown) 

https://olympiarafahmural.org/ 
https://olympiarafahmural.org/about-us/participants-by-imagery/ 

https://olympiarafahmural.org/
https://olympiarafahmural.org/about-us/participants-by-imagery/


 



 

 



 

Reflective lamp in Double Tree Hilton room. 



 

Washington State Capitol 

https://capitol.wa.gov/ 

 

https://capitol.wa.gov/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4YHXI1RlqjtKoRMMHDIcSPTTdOal_WJom8fN0MoE9QFinUb1WzzotNZJ_lCw_aem_rpjl6e4aOVTqWfo95ixw3A


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Replica of Tivoli Fountain, Tivoli Park, Copenhagen, Denmark 

Presented to the State of Washington 

 



 

Sign: Washington State Capitol Campus, An Olmstead Legacy 

“The historic landscape of the west Capitol Campus honors the 1929 plan designed by the 
renowned Olmsted Brothers firm. A variety of trees, shrubs, flowers, woodlands and water 

bodies – incorporated with civic buildings, monuments and memorials – create an 
enjoyable and educational experience for visitors. This campus has been a nexus for 

communities since the time of the earliest Indigenous people. It is now home of the state 
government and a National Historic District. The entire campus became an accredited 

arboretum in 2023.” 

 



 

 



 

THE MEDAL OF HONOR – pillar/obelisk 

“The medal of honor is the highest distinction which can be awarded to a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. It is presented by the president in the name of Congress 

to an individual who, while serving in the Armed Forces distinguished himself/herself 
conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his/her life above and beyond the 

call of duty.” 

 

 



 

 

Sign:  In gratitude to those who sacrificed their freedom in the service of our country, we the 
citizens of the state of Washington, dedicate this monument to honor all former American 
prisoners of war, those still missing, and those Americans who may still be held prisoner.  

National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

September 16, 1988 

Beyond is a World War I Memorial 

 



 

 

 

 



 

World War I Memorial 



 



 

 



 

Legislative Building 

https://capitol.wa.gov/dis.../buildings/legislative-building 

 

 

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/buildings/legislative-building?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR65J-tdwZC4RLdCh2uun4b6lMgKdneFBCoyhR71iZXJLvWa4Xz8a83rVsNQUg_aem_Ip6TiYlU5wPs-9HgVNRl9w


 

 

TEMPLE OF JUSTICE – across the street from the Legislative Building 

 

 



 

 



 

At entrance lobby:  “My Plans require time and distance.” Marcus Whitman. 

Citizens of the state of Washington express their gratitude to this pioneer and medical 
missionary. 

 



 

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi – In Memory of John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; it is in 

pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.” 

 



 

This statue honors Esther Pariseau (1823-1902), also known as Mother Joseph, who 
founded numerous schools and hospitals in the Pacific Northwest.  

https://capitol.wa.gov/.../artwork.../mother-joseph-statue 

 

 

https://capitol.wa.gov/.../artwork.../mother-joseph-statue


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 





 

 



 

 



 

 

 

https://governor.wa.gov/  

https://governor.wa.gov/


 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 

View of lake and Puget Sound from the Capitol 

 





 

There are many trees at the Capitol. 

 https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/trees 

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/trees?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU2dzYk5pM2RTR2hIZmg0T3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR65J-tdwZC4RLdCh2uun4b6lMgKdneFBCoyhR71iZXJLvWa4Xz8a83rVsNQUg_aem_Ip6TiYlU5wPs-9HgVNRl9w


 

 



 

 

 



 

Friendship Tree 

Star Magnolia 

Nyogo, Japan and Washington, USA 

 



 

Commemorative Tree 

Star Magnolia 

Sister-State Relationship 

South Korea - Washington 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

Red Cedar 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Washington State Vietnam Veterans memorial 

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/artwork-memorials/vietnam-veterans-memorial  

https://capitol.wa.gov/discover/artwork-memorials/vietnam-veterans-memorial


 



 

The memorial is inscribed with the names of 1,124 state residents killed or missing and the 
following words: 

Washington State Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
To all my brothers and sisters who made it back, but never made it home. In memory of 
those who have died from physical and emotional wounds received while serving in the 

Vietnam War. We honor and recognize their pain and suffering, but above all we respect the 
courage of these Washington State residents. When our country called, you were there. We 

have not forgotten, you are not alone. 
You Now Rest in Glory. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


