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922 AFA POIﬂlS Association

About 1000 years old

This is a Sitka Spruce, one of the Ql.ll.ﬂd'uh':‘
Valley's six champion irees. The irees |!| )
Quinault Rainforest are well watered with a
average rainfall of 12 feel a year,

Ihere is a Spruce in Oregon that has 902
AFA points, that they named a co-champion.

Also in the Valley are the World's Largest
Western Red Cedar,

Douglas Fir & Mountain Hemlock.
The United States largest

Yellow Cedar & Western Hemlock.

For more Info on
Valley of the Rain
al the Rain Forest

the Big Trees pick up a
Forest Giants" brochure
General Store,

@ Rain Foregy
¥ Resort Vil/age

the Rainloreal Giants
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trail is operated by the
U.S. Forest Service
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Theeshold

Green drapery sodens the outlines of the

frach net growth; soundl?lh
vour chosk.

discover how this:

spovial: damy smelle. &

watar from gtreams or dripping leavas;

different textures of a variety of plants, and

lorest. With your sensan
the cool breatk of fug agaiust

sitvironment is

% decay and
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Treetop World

ke upper reach of the conifers— many well
avir 200 feet jall—is an environment aparl.
Rirds and flying squirrels you migh! never

see near ground level nest up there. Examine
fallen cones and bits of lichen. Focus up-
ward, lzarn to identify the trees: Sitka spruce
with sharp needles growing ail around the
branch; drooping tops of western hemlock;
Douglas-fir with thick. deep-furrowed bark.




Hall of Mosses

Lualy beaeds of clubmonn are sttnchied 1o
howshs but (eed only on ale und Bght. The
ain torest atmosphere supplies enough
molsture und wind-borne nutrienty

Certatn tenes ke these blgleal maples sup-
por denser clusters of aieplanis or epiphyles
[liehens and hanging mosses, | Compuree dif-
fernnt types of limbs, aveilable sunlight, and
relative dampness.

Pleaye stay on the trail,




Nurselogs

When a big tree falls it can provide a st
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Decor ot the
Rain Forest

riere youth and age are entwined. Shelf
rungus fruits on a dying spruce trunk, a
colonnade of trees straddles a decaying
nurseleg, Your senses detec! the unigue
stmosnphere of the rain forest. wind in the
upper story barely riffling the lower floor,
air nlants growing green upon green: or sub-
tler features like the light filtering from tree-
tops down through tapestries of moss.

How Hiu
Do They Grow?



The trunk Is 190 fest ﬁ:u; hfu thix hage frunk
pinulty standing

ki epruces average
OW Lo over 300 feal

] A Giants Dimensions

v only a portion af the »:
tree. In the rain foreal Sit
220 feel tall, and some gre







Take the Hoh Helper Pledge

Hail to the Hoh Helpers!

This rainforest ails, because hikers
don’t stay on trails.

It’s not a lie, stepping on tree roots,
causes them to die.

If | trample moss, ferns and flowers,
they lose their protective powers.

So | pledge to be, the best Hoh Helper
| can be, by stavingonmlls.
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Wilderness
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~ Howir
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aters and
Ktot
iman
sets the stage
venture, From rive
dcKing trips,

for all.

There are

10 words that can tell of the
hidden spirit of the wilderness.




Coho in the Creek

Bk into the clear waters of Taft Cresk.

i late fall and winter, coho salmon spawn
in stream gravels. The fry emerge in spring
and feed in the river for a year before
swimming to sea. Surviving sglmon return
a8 three-year-olds to spawn and die.

Over 130 wildlife species benefit from
and the remaining fish carcasses
ompose and nourish the forest.

gir remarkable journey, salmon

g mountains, forest and sea.

3 : .
Spruce Trail
You are standing on top of a former river
bank, & more open area where big Douglas-
firs have enough light to grow old. Along this
1% mile loop trail is a lush variety of plants,
representing different ages and stages of
forest affected by the wandering power of the
Hoh River.




% Douglas-Fir

4 The twa big trees in the clearing ahead are
Douglas-firs. You can identify them by their
red-brown, deeply Turrowed bark. Unable to
reproduce in deep shade, young Douglas fivs
are scarce in the rain forest, They need o

disturbed, open area created by a blow
down or fire,



mthe ving tow
and more life —mosases, lichens, 1
', Wwoodpeckers. At death they leave:ﬁmcy of

mhnu

- The Spruce Trail steps down to the Hoh River

L through younger stages of forest, variety of
| habitats tempered by the shifting eourse of the
ﬂlchl stream,




Layers of the Forest

Louk through many levels of life: matted
grovndscover. festooned maples, conifers
Inoming high above. The differen! luvers are
thickly inlerwoven. On & fallen, moss-covered
log yotmng Sitka sprucas try to survive the
competition. Clubmoss clings to blglesf
maple boughs, and the floor is strewn with
lattuce lichen blown down from trestops.
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All in a Row

* This colonnnde of Sitks spruce and west
hemlock straddles the remains of s nurss
log. Even if the nurse log had moldered
completely away, the buttressed roots of
the (rees standing In a steaight line would
tell how growth began,

Farther along the trail view the colonnads
from other angles,
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Spring Water

The glear waters of Tall Creok come lyom
springy and seeps Just upsigenm, Flitering
| down throuagh forest soll mlnwater slowly
L petcolatos ugh deeper layers ol sand
~and gravel, and supplies the springs with
& stody flow. Compare this stream (o.the
, glacial waters of the Hoh River.




i stable nection of rain foreat: -
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and wangering viveryOn
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(Groundcover

There is almost no bare ground, Herbs,
mosses, ferns and shrubs grow so dense fhey
leave little room for new sprouts. In their
struggle for growing space. young spruce
trees are starting life on a unique nursery —
a neatrby fallen log.

.



Green Draperies

Some rain fores! trees are more luxuriantly
clothed than others, Notice the rough bark
and spreading boughs of bigleal maple. The
clinging mosses and moss-like plants don't
drain their host, but catch moisture and
minerals from the breeze. Sometimes the
added weight breaks branches.

; Bigoul maple
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Rare Rainforest
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