
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – Israel  (Con’t) 

 
163. Drive to Mount of Olives. View from the road of eastern side. 

 

  

164. Mount of Olives, Church of the Ascension.  

Currently run by the Muslims, thus our guide did not take us inside. This was the 

place where Jesus ascended into the heavens. There is a footprint marking the spot! 
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165. On Mount of Olives, looking toward the Old City of Jerusalem in the background.  

The mountain is first mentioned in the Bible when King David, fleeing from Absalom, 

“went up by the ascent of Mount Olivet” (2 Samuel 15:30). During Second Temple 

times, Jewish pilgrims would bring their red heifers here to be burnt for the ashes of 

purification (Leviticus 16; Heb. 9:13) and signal fires were lit at the new moon to inform 

Jews of the new month’s coming. Here Ezekiel viewed the heavenly chariots, and 

Zechariah (14:4) prophesied the End of Days: “And his feet shall stand in that day upon 

the mount of Olives.” 

https://youtu.be/0n8lBAJp01w  (Mount Olives, Jerusalem) 
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166. The prominent feature of the view is the Dome of the Rock, the Muslim mosque 

that now stands on the Temple Mount where the Temple of Solomon and the Second 

Temple once stood.   

"Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from 

Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey” (Acts 1:12).   

Sabbath day's journey definition -   

It is supposed to be a distance of 2,000 cubits, or less than half-a-mile, the distance to 

which, according to Jewish tradition, it was allowable to travel on the Sabbath day 

without violating the law (Acts 1:12; comp. Ex. 16:29; Num. 35:5; Josh. 3:4). 
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167. Legend - and Jewish tradition - tells that the Messiah will enter the Temple Courts 

through the now-blocked Eastern Gate (Golden Gate) opposite the mountain. For this 

reason, throughout the ages pious Jews have chosen to be buried here so as to be among 

the first to follow the Messiah on the Day of Redemption. 

 
168. “And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 

saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of thy coming, 

and of the end of the world.” (Matt 24:3). 
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169. One of the Italian architect Antonio Barluzzi’s last assignments before his death 

was the Franciscan chapel of Dominus Flevit, built in 1956 on the ruins of a Byzantine 

church. Here Jesus is said to have wept as he foresaw the doom of Jerusalem and 

accordingly, the church is in the shape of a tear. 

Devotional Reading: Luke 19:41-44 “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he 

wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring 

you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when 

your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in 

on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. 

They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of 

God’s coming to you.” 
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170. As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 

John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And 

what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?”   

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 

do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 

places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.” . . . “No one knows about 

that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Mark 

13:3-37) 
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171. Rising on the eastern side of Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives offers magnificent 

views of the Dome of the Rock and the Old City. Now best known as the scene of 

Christ’s Agony and the betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane and his Ascension into 

Heaven, this prominent hill has always been a holy place to the inhabitants of the city. 

 
172. The Mount of Olives is dotted with sites connected with the last days of Jesus the 

Christ. Between the city walls and the hill is the Valley of Jehoshaphat, with several 

tombs from the 1st and 2nd centuries BC. 
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173. Photo opportunity with a local white-robed dweller and his donkey. 

 
174. Gethsemane and the Olive Grove.   

Gethsemane was located opposite the temple, across the Kidron Valley on the lower 

slopes of the Mount of Olives. After the Passover meal with His disciples, Jesus 

engaged in fervent prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. He underwent a great inner 

struggle, knowing that the hour of his betrayal was coming soon. It was here that Judas 

betrayed Jesus to temple authorities who placed Jesus under arrest (Matt 26:36; Mark 

14:32-50; Luke 22:39-53; John 18:2-12).   

The name Gethsemane is used only in Matthew 26:36 and Mark 1:32. It means “oil 

press,” also suggesting the presence of an olive grove. More than anything else Jesus 

realized that He must say "yes" to the Father and bare the weight of the sins of all 

mankind. He prayed three times and was pressed to the extent that He sweated great 

drops of blood. For devotional application, it is interesting to note that olives are pressed 

three times. The use of the word “place” in the Gospel accounts indicates that 

Gethsemane was an enclosed piece of ground. It may be that the grove was privately 

owned and that Jesus and his disciples had special permission to enter. 
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176. Devotional Reading: “Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 

Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder…” 

(Matt 26:36-45).   

The Gospels of Luke and John do not mention the word Gethsemane. However, they 

both record Jesus’ agony before his betrayal. Luke says the location was on the “Mount 

of Olives” (Luke 22:39). John describes the area as “across the Kidron Valley” (John 

18:1); the Gospel of John is the only Gospel to call the spot a garden. It is also evident 

that Jesus and his disciples gathered in Gethsemane for fellowship and prayer (Luke 

22:39; John 18:2). The Gospel narratives indicate that the garden was large enough for 

the group to separate into different part of it. 
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175. The Church of All Nations is also known as the Church of the Agony because it is 

built over the rock in the Garden of Gethsemane on which it is believed Christ prayed 

the night before he was arrested. The present church was built on the site of a previous 

4th-century church that was destroyed in an earthquake in 747. The present church was 

designed by Antonio Barluzzi and built in 1924 with financial contributions from 12 

nations – hence the church’s name and its 12 domes decorated with national coats of 

arms. 

 
177. Inside the Church of the Agony.   

The mosaic in the apse represents Christ’s agony as he prays “with a strong cry and 

tears, offering up prayers and supplications” (Heb. 5:7) 
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178. Devotional Reading: “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my 

will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 

And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 

falling to the ground.” Luke 22:42-44 

 
179. At the Rock of the Agony.   

Within the church, in front of the main altar, is the traditional Rock of the Agony upon 

which Jesus prayed and sweated blood the night before his arrest. The rock is 

surrounded by a crown of thorns of wrought iron. 
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180. The Eastern Gate (Golden Gate) in the background.   

The Eastern Gate is the gate through which the Messiah is expected to return from over 

the Mount of Olives. The Muslims closed up the gate with stones in order to prevent 

the return of the Messiah. 

 
181. Believed to be where the Disciples entombed the Virgin Mary, this underground 

sanctuary in the Valley of Jehoshaphat is one of the most intimate and mystical holy 

places in Jerusalem. The façade, the impressive flight of 47 steps and the royal Christian 

tombs in side niches half-way down all date from the 12th century. 
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182. The crypt where Mary was buried and then taken up to heaven. This candle-lit 

cave, which was built by the Crusaders, is today in the hands of the Armenian and Greek 

Orthodox churches. In the church are altars dedicated to Joachim and Anne, the Virgin 

Mary’s parents. 

 
183. A worshipper at the crypt of Mary. One picture shows Mary’s death and another 

shows Mary’s ascension into heaven. 
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184. A close-up of the crypt of Mary. The tomb of Mary stands in the eastern branch 

of the crypt, which is decorated with icons and sacred ornaments typical of Orthodox 

Christian tradition. 

 
185. A revered ikon of the Virgin Mary and Divine Child.  

In Russian and Eastern Orthodoxy, the Virgin Mary is referred to as "Bogoroditsa" 

(Mother of God) 
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186. The first tomb was cut in the hillside here in the 1st century AD. The cruciform 

crypt as seen today, much of it cut into solid rock, is Byzantine. 

 
187. Sign: King David’s Tomb.   

Located at Mount Zion, the hill synonymous with biblical Jerusalem and the Promised 

Land.  

Believed by many to be the site of King David’s tomb and associated with the final days 

of Christ, Mount Zion is revered by Jews, Muslims and Christians alike. 

Guide Marian: "David's tomb was important to the Jewish people. It is the second 

holiest site for them -- the first is the Western Wall. David's tomb is their connection to 

the Messiah, who would come from the House of David. The tomb was lost for a 

thousand years, and it was rediscovered during the Crusader time. However, since 

David was supposedly buried in the City of David (on the low eastern hill), and we're 

standing here on the high western hill (presently called Mount Zion), the probability 

that it is the actual tomb of David is 10%." 
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189. Praying at the Tomb of King David.   

There is a men’s section (on the right here), and a women’s section (to the left) where 

people can come to visit the tomb of King David. The main chamber is bare apart from 

a cenotaph covered by a purple drape. The site was first identified as David’s tomb in 

the 11th century AD. In spite of recent doubts about the tomb’s authenticity, it is one 

of the most revered Jewish holy sites.   

The Jewish people come here to pray for the coming of the Messiah. 

 
188. Celebration in the plaza near King David’s Tomb. A Bar Mitvah celebration for a 

thirteen-year-old boy. A statue of King David with his lyre instrument is in the 

background. 
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190. In the Upper Room, the Hall of the 

Last Supper.   

It was supposedly located right above 

King David’s tomb. Christian tradition 

maintains that the Gothic building – 

constructed on the remains of a large 

church constructed by the Crusaders – is 

the site of Christ’s last meal with his 

Disciples. 

 

 
191. The Hall of the Last Supper is 

unadorned apart from the Gothic arches 

dividing it.   

Jesus met with his disciples shortly 

before his arrest in an upper room and 

ate the Passover supper (Lord’s Supper) 

with them as well (Mark 14:15; Luke 

22:12). 

This is where He prepared them for His death, the Holy Spirit’s coming and their future 

ministry. The size of some of these rooms is evident from the fact that, after Jesus had 

left and ascended to heaven, the disciples went to the upper room where they all had 

been staying before.   

“And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man 

meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth 

in…and he shall show you a large upper room furnished: there make ready.” (Luke 

22:10-38).  

“And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both 

Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew…” (Acts 1:13).                                       

 Devotional Reading: John 13, 14, 15 - Teachings of Jesus after the Last Supper 

had ended: themes of new commandment ("Love one another"), oneness of believers 

("I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you"), and the true Vine ("I am the vine, 

you are the branches"). 
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192. Statue of King David, the Psalter, with his lyre.   

Notice that the nose of King David has been defaced.   

Guide Marian: "The statue was defaced by religious Jewish people, because you must 

not have a statue, not even of King David. And so they cut off his nose -- thus, it is not 

a face, nor a statue." 
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193. St. Peter in Gallicantu.   

On the southeastern slope of the hill is one of the traditional locations for the house of 

Caiaphas. Gallicantu means "cock crowing" and it reminds us of the three denials of 

Peter. Built atop the ruins of a Byzantine church and monastery, Catholic pilgrims 

believe that the prison in which Christ was held is located inside the church. Others 

believe that a more likely location for Caiaphas' house is in the Armenian property 

outside Zion Gate.   

Whether it is the actual site or not does not take away from the devotional application 

here. In the lower level one may view rooms from Christ's time including the place 

where He was possibly beaten, scourged and held as prisoner for the evening. Out side 

the house is part of the Roman Road that He walked to be led to the Judgment Hall. The 

rooster pen provides the timely sound affects as a reminder of Peter's weakness and our 

own need for strength from the Spirit of God. 
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194. Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu.   

Built in 1931, the church has a modern appearance. In the crypt, however, are ancient 

caves where, it is said, Christ spent the night before being taken to Pontius Pilate. The 

church stands on the generally accepted site of the House of Caiaphas, High Priest at 

the time of Jesus’ execution.   https://youtu.be/Zo66kv9KqBI (video) 

 
195. View of Mount of Olives from the church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
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196. View of the City of David, area of Mount Zion. Overlooking the Kidron Valley.  

Guide Marian: “Zion was the ancient name for Jerusalem. Zion was the City of David. 

It was located on the low eastern hill. Later the Crusaders mistakenly placed the location 

of Mount Zion on the high eastern hill. Recent excavations have proved that Mount 

Zion (City of David) was actually located on the low eastern hill.” 

 
197. Unique stained-glass cross design on the ceiling of the Church of St. Peter in 

Gallicantu. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel196.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel196.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel197.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel197.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel196.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel197.jpg


 
198. Mosaic depicting the event described in John 21: 17 – “He saith unto him the third 

time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him 

the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; 

thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.” 
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199. Mosaic depicting the event described in Luke 22:57 – “And he denied him, 

saying, Woman, I know him not.” 

The story is also described in Matthew 26:69-75 -- "Now Peter sat without in the palace: 

and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. But he 

denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. And when he was gone out 

into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow 

was also with Jesus of Nazareth. And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the 

man. And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou 

also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee. Then began he to curse and to swear, 

saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. And Peter remembered 

the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

And he went out, and wept bitterly." 
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200. Underground Caves (prison) under the church.   

When these underground caves were rediscovered in 1889, their physical 

characteristics, their proximity to Caiaphas palace, and their contiguity with the Sacred 

Pit (dungeon), all suggested the public jail where, according to a 4th-century Jerusalem 

tradition not recorded in the gospels, Jesus would have been scourged not only by Pilate, 

but also by Caiaphas, and where the apostles Peter and John would have been held and 

scourged for preaching the name of Jesus in the temple after the resurrection (Acts 5:19-

42). Added by the context, Christians traditionally recall here some o the painful 

sufferings endured by Jesus during his Passion, regardless of where they took place, as 

well as by the apostles, the first believers in his name. 
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201. Descending into the Sacred Pit. 

 
202. Statue of St. Peter denying Christ.  

“Non novi illum” means "I do not know him" - Luke 22:57. 
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203. In the garden beside the Church of St. Peter Gallicantu, there still exists part of a 

Hasmonean (Maccabean) stairway, in use in Christ’s time, which once connected the 

city with the Kidron Valley. 

 
204. The stairway connecting Mount Zion to the Kidron Valley.   

The stairway is yet another major archaeological find of recent times. It connected the 

Pool of Siloam at the southwest corner of the City of David (Lower City) with the Upper 

City. The name 'Hasmonean' refers to the era in which this stepped-street was built 

(141-37 BC), and it was definitely in use at the time of Jesus. Possibly Jesus walked 

here at least three times on the evening of Maundy Thursday (day of Last Supper): once 

on his way to the "upper room" for the Passover remembrance, once to Gethsemane 

after the Last Supper, and again after his arrest at Gethsemane." 
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205. Relief of the walk down the stairway.  

Inscription: “After the Supper, Jesus left the Upper Room with his disciples and 

crossed the Kidron Valley.” 

 
206. Journey to Abraham’s Tent in Genesis Land, where we enjoy a trip back in time.  

Sign: Genesis 12:1 – “Now the Lord said to Avram, get thee out of thy country and 

from thy kindred and from thy father’s house to the land that I will show thee.” 
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207. A camel ride at Genesis Land.  https://youtu.be/-YbTLEjCDhg  (video) 

Genesis Land is situated in the heart of the Judean desert, on the way to the Dead Sea, 

in the land where the Patriarchs lived. A magical place, it enables visitors to experience 

life as it was in biblical times. Visitors to Genesis Land are greeted by Eliezer, 

Abraham's manservant, and by a train of camels which lead you down to Abraham's 

tent, where you will experience his legendary hospitality.  

 
208. Stanley’s first ride on a camel. 
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210. Stanley and the camel. It was a thrilling ride. 

 
209. Walking down to Abraham’s tent.   

Overlooking the Jordan Valley, Jericho and Genesis Land, watch a magnificent sunset 

casts its shadows over the Judean Desert, experience a full-moon rise beyond the hills, 

and join the solitude and calmness of the land, which Abraham came to claim for the 

Hebrew people. 
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211. Ancient hospitality, Kosher meat or dairy meals, in the tent (sitting on mattresses 

around low tables). 

 
212. Have you ever tried to imagine our forefathers? What did Abraham look like?  

Stanley gets to meet a modern-day Abraham, who looks a lot like what I imagine 

Abraham to have looked like. 
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213. Stanley in front of a tapestry of a caravan of camels.  

 
214. Jerusalem Archaeological Park   

The excavations along the southern edge of Mount Moriah have provided a rich insight 

into daily life in and around the Temple precincts when it was at the height of its glory.     

Southern Wall Excavations -- This southern side of The Temple was the main entrance 

for the common folk, whereas the Priests and Levites had their own entrance from the 

higher, eastern side. Parts of the giant stairs, which led to the Temple Mount from the 

courtyard, have been unearthed. It is in this courtyard that Jesus likely drove out the 

vendors and money exchangers who were exploiting the people. (Matt 21:12-17; Mk 

11:15-17; Luke19:45-46) In the Mishna, we are told that Rabbi Gamliel taught at the 

Temple steps; thus this is likely the place where the Apostle Paul (Saul) learned at 

Gamliel's feet. (Acts 22:3) It is also the only known area where 3,000 could have heard 

the preaching of Peter and be baptized on the Day of Pentecost. 
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215. Jerusalem Archaeological Park  

 
216. Near the southwest corner of the Temple Mount, a few building stones project 

from the face of the wall, beginning with the eleventh course above the ancient street 

level. These stones were part of a tremendous arch, rather a broad vault, supported on 

one side by the Western Wall and on the other by a pier built of large Herodian ashlars 

with typical drafted margins. The four square recesses opening onto the street, visible 

in the pier, were probably shops. The paved street ran beneath the arch.  

The arch is named after the American Bible scholar Edward Robinson, who first 

identified it in 1839. 
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217. A street paved with large stone slabs and bordered with curbstones runs along the 

Western Wall of the Temple Mount. From its location and method of construction it is 

clear that it was the main street of Jerusalem in the late Second Temple period. Along 

the street, under it, run two drains. Large fallen Herodian building blocks, heaped up on 

the paving stones in the north part of the street, are clear evidence of the destruction of 

the Temple Mount after the Roman occupation. 

 
218. Immediately after the occupation 

of the Temple Mount and the burning of 

the Temple (on the ninth and tenth days 

of the month of Av, 70 CE), the Roman 

soldiers embarked on the deliberate 

destruction of the Temple, the Royal 

Stoa and the walls of the Temple Mount. 

They dismantled the large stones of 

which the Temple Mount walls and 

Robinson's Arch were built, and hurled 

them down to the street below. 

Hundreds of tons of building stones 

were thus heaped up on the paved street; 

the effect is clearly visible even today, 

in the tremendous collapse and the 

sunken paving stones in the area just 

opposite the Robinson's Arch pier. 
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219. All the shops flanking the wall itself collapsed as the first stone-blocks were 

thrown down. The fallen masonry has been left as found on the paving stones in the 

north part of the exposed section. Not all of the building stones are rectangular. Some 

have slightly concave faces, indicating that they were originally used in Robinson's 

Arch; others include stone steps, presumably from the staircase carried by the arch; 

stones with a triangular cross section; stones with an elongated projection and dressed 

margins on three faces, of the type used in the upper face of the walls; rounded stones 

from the stone parapet flanking the staircase on Robinson's Arch; and fragments of the 

carved doorjambs of the great gate set into the Temple Mount wall just above 

Robinson's Arch. 
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220. A tall structure adjoins the south wall of the Temple Mount and the south end of 

the Al-Aqsa Mosque. The top of this structure offers a panoramic view: to the west and 

south lie the Umayyad palace and beyond that the Jewish Quarter and the east slope of 

Mount Zion; to the east are the Huldah Gates and the monumental staircase, and the 

Mount of Olives; to the southeast lie the Ophel and the outskirts of the City of David.   

       Originally, access to this structure, whose plan and purpose are unclear, was 

probably from the Temple Mount. In its present state, the structure incorporates 

architectural elements of different periods - Fatimid, Crusader, Mamluk and Ottoman. 

In the Crusader period there was probably a gate in the structure which led into the 

Temple Mount and to the area known as Solomon's Stables. 
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221. In the Second Temple period there were two gates in the south wall of the Temple 

Mount, known as the 'Huldah Gates'. The western Huldah Gate (the 'Double Gate') lies 

under the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Today the opening is blocked up and a medieval building 

adjoins it; in front of the gate are the remains of a partly-reconstructed monumental 

stair-case. The eastern Huldah Gate (the 'Triple Gate') consisted of three arched 

openings; they too are blocked up today. 

The monumental staircase leading to the Temple Mount consists of alternating narrow 

and broad steps. The original stairs are grayish in color; some are broken and others are 

hewn in the natural rock. Their remains are quite clearly distinguishable from the 

reconstructed steps, which are more crudely dressed of white limestone. The staircase 

leads up to the western Huldah Gate, and a similar staircase probably led to the eastern 

gate. The two gates may have been named after the prophetess Huldah who, according 

to tradition, lived in Jerusalem in the First Temple period. The Gates led into tunnels 

through which people could pass beneath the Royal Stoa, on their way to the Temple 

Mount precinct, as related in the Mishna: "The two Huldah Gates on the south, that 

served for coming in and for going out..." (Middot 1:3). 
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222. The arches and walls now sealing the openings of the eastern Huldah Gate post-

date the Second Temple period. The only remains of the original Herodian masonry are 

a part of the threshold and the lowest stone of the western (left) doorjamb. These meager 

remnants are sufficient to give one an idea of the magnificence of the gateway prior to 

its destruction by the Romans.   

Behind the walls blocking the gate, as in the western gate, there is a tunnel-like passage 

which led under the Royal Stoa to the Temple Mount precinct. In front of the eastern 

Huldah Gate, too, there was a monumental staircase, resting on a vault; most of it - 

which has not been preserved - was built of stone, the remainder was rock-cut. Part of 

this staircase is scheduled to be reconstructed to demonstrate the full splendor of the 

southern entrances to the Temple Mount in the Second Temple period. 
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223. Walking toward the exit of the Jerusalem Archaeological Park.  

And onward towards the Western Wall. 

 
224. Sign at entrance to the Western Wall:   

Dear Visitors, You are approaching the holy site of the Western Wall where the Divine 

Presence always rests. Please make sure you are appropriately and modestly dressed so 

as not to cause harm to this holy place or to the feelings of the worshippers. Sincerely, 

Rabbi of the Western Wall and Holy Site. 
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225. Sign: “The Divine Presence Never 

Moves from the Western Wall.” 

Inscription:  

Jewish tradition teaches that the 

Temple 

Mount is the focal point of Creation.  

In the center of the mountain lies the 

“Foundation Stone” of the world.  

Here Adam came into being.  

Here Abraham, Isaac and Jacob served 

God. 

The First and Second Temples were 

built 

upon this mountain.  

The Ark of the Covenant was set upon 

the 

Foundation Stone itself.  

Jerusalem was chosen by God as the 

dwelling 

place of the Shechinah. 

 

David longed to build the Temple, and 

Solomon, his son, built the First Temple here 

about 3000 years ago.  

It was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar  

of Babylon.  

The Second Temple was rebuilt on its ruins 

seventy years later.  

It as razed by the Roman legions  

over 1900 years ago.  

The present Western Wall before you is a 

remnant of the western Temple Mount  

retaining walls.  

Jews have prayed in its shadow 

for hundreds of years, an expression of their  

faith in the rebuilding of the Temple.  

The Sages said about it: “The Divine Presence  

never moves from the Western Wall.”  

Temple Mount continues to be the focus 

of prayer for Jews from all over the world.  

“My House is a House of Prayer for all Peoples.” Isaiah 56:7 
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226. At the Western Wall, also known as “the Wailing Wall” (Ha-Kotel, in Hebrew).  

A massive, blank wall built of huge stone bocks, the Western wall (of the Temple 

Mount) is Judaism’s holiest site, and the plaza in front of it is a permanent place of 

worship. The wall is part of the retaining wall of the Temple Mount and was built by 

Herod the Great during his expansion of the Temple enclosure. The huge, lower stones 

are Herodian, while those higher up date from early Islamic times. 

 
227. At the Western Wall.  

A newly constructed ramp to the right leads tourists to the Temple Mount platform 

(above) and the Dome of the Rock mosque. 
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228. Model of Construction of the platform (by Herod the Great) around the Temple 

Mount complex. The entire edifice was built on the bedrock known as Mount Moriah. 

This name is used only twice in the Old Testament. Abraham was sent to sacrifice his 

son Isaac in “the land of Moriah” (Gen 22:2). The northern part of the ridge of Mount 

Moriah is actually 250 feet higher than the southeastern hill because the eastern ridge 

slopes towards the south. It is on this higher elevation that Solomon built the Temple 

Mount. Solomon’s commencement of his grand design for Jerusalem enclosed the 

higher ridge of Mount Moriah, which provided space for the temple and palace 

complex. David expanded Jerusalem northward upon the northern part of the eastern 

ridge (2 Chr. 3:1). The threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite (2 Sam 24; 1 Chr 21) has 

been identified with Solomon’s temple. Some see in the description of the Lord’s 

appearing to David a reminder of his appearing to Abraham there. The Jewish historian 

Josephus (Antiquities 1.13.2; 7.13.4), as well as the second-century BC book of 

Jubilees, connects the place of the temple with the place where Isaac was offered up 

(Jubilees 18:13). Moriah has been linked with Mt. Gerizim by Samaritan tradition. 

Muslim tradition links the Dome of the Rock with Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac on the 

great rock under the dome of the mosque. 
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229. Model pieces include the removal of the Second Temple, the building of the Dome 

of the Rock mosque during the Muslim period, and the elevation of the city (left side) 

around the Western Wall of the Temple Mount. 

 

https://youtu.be/_GAP3LeiJL8  (Western Wall Tunnels - Pt. 1 – video) 

 

https://youtu.be/AAvfxkjULGA  (Western Wall Tunnels, Pt. 2 – video) 

 

https://youtu.be/GPt1y3_Ksb0  (Western Wall Tunnels, Pt. 3 – video) 
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230. Chart of a Diagonal View of the Western Wall and its Tunnels.   

Our tour of the tunnels would lead us through the various tunnels and walls from various 

periods of Jewish history. We would go through (1) The “secret passage” (2) stairs from 

the time of the second temple, (3) the large hall, (4) section of the western wall, (5) 

entrance gate to the temple mount, (6) opposite the “foundation stone”, (7) medieval 

cistern, (8) western wall tunnel, (9) dressed bedrock begins, (10) Hasmonean cistern, 

(11) ancient guardrail, (12) second temple period street, (13) quarry, (14) the 

Hasmonean water tunnel, (15) ancient pool. 
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231. Inside the tunnels.   

We wore yarmulkes (skullcaps) because we were entering the sacred area opposite the 

Holy of Holies from the Second Temple time. 

The long passageway is the so-called "Secret Passage," possibly dating to the Crusader 

Period. The priests who lived on the western hill probably used a causeway in this area 

to walk to the Temple Mount. 

Only part of Herod’s retaining Western Wall is visible at ground level. The rest is 

underground and was discovered by the British archaeologists Charles Wilson and Sir 

Charles Warren, who in 1867 sunk shafts along the lengths of the western and southern 

walls, revealing 18 courses reaching down to bedrock. Further excavations from the 

1970’s have uncovered remains dating from the time of King Solomon. Today, one can 

tour the ancient Herodian street at a depth of 50 feet below ground level, along the 

length of the wall. The tunnel passes stairs from the time of the Second Temple, through 

the remains of Wilson’s Arch where a road to the Temple passed in Herodian times, a 

Hasmonean water tunnel, a pool, and an ancient quarry. 
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232. Inside one of a series of arches which continue the line begun at the Temple 

Mount by Wilson's Arch and which progress westward to the western hill. 

 
233. Detail of the largest of the known stones of the Herodian supporting wall. It is said 

to be the size of a city bus. It is 45 feet [13.7 m.] long, 11 feet [3.5 m.] high, and about 

15 feet [4.5 m] wide. It is estimated to weigh 630 tons! It is proposed that this massive 

stone was used at this point because of some hollow area(s) behind it. The carved 

rectangular depressions in the stone were made in a later era when the area on this side 

of the stone was used as a cistern. The later builders inserted short pieces of wood into 

the depressions, and these in turn were used to help the hydraulic plaster adhere to the 

surface of the Herodian stone. 
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234. Entrance Gate to the Temple Mount --   

"Warren’s gate is one of the four western wall entrance gates to the temple mount from 

the second temple period. During the early Moslem period (638-1099), the internal 

space of the gate passage served as the main synagogue of the Jews in Jerusalem. The 

synagogue was located here because of its proximity to the Holy of Holies. It was named 

the “Cave” because of its location under the Temple Mount. Today the whole passage 

functions as a large cistern serving the visitors to the Temple Mount. The gate is named 

after Charles Warren who discovered it in 5627/1867." 

 
235. Stones with delicate "margins" and smooth "bosses”.  

Here is the beginning of a long, 1115 foot [340 m.], tunnel. 
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236. Large Hall area with tall archways. 

 
237. Tunnel from the Hasmonean period (140-63 BCE). 
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238. The tunnel exposes a total length of 485 m of the western wall, revealing the 

methods of construction and the various activities in the vicinity of the Temple Mount. 

The excavations included many archaeological finds along the way, including 

discoveries from the Herodian period (streets, monumental masonry), sections of a 

reconstruction of the Western Wall dating to the Umayyad period, and various 

structures dating to the Ayyubid, Mamluke and Hasmonean periods constructed to 

support buildings in the vicinity of the Temple Mount. 

Since 1996, it has been possible for large numbers of tourists to enter the tunnel's 

southern entrance near the Western Wall, walk the tunnel's length with a tour guide, 

and exit from the northern end. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel238.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel238.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel238.jpg


 
239. Two chapels, the Church of the Flagellation and the Church of the Condemnation 

and Imposition of the Cross, situated on either side of a lovely courtyard, represent the 

2nd Station of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa. The Chapel of the Flagellation was 

restored by Barluzzi in 1927-29. The nearby Chapel of the Condemnation is a 32-foot 

square, part of whose floor is the Lithostrotos(a Roman pavement) that extends into the 

Sisters of Sion Convent. The monastery is the site of the Stadium Biblicum 

Franciscanum and has a small archaeological museum. 

Crusaders - the Franciscans   

The Franciscan order was established by Saint Francis, an Italian who lived in the late 

12th C. The Franciscans presence in the Holy Land started in the early 13th C, when 

they resided in a small house in via Dolorosa.   

In 1342 Pope Clement VI declared that the Franciscans are the official custodians of 

the Holy places ("Custodia Terroe Sanctoe"). This custody is still in effect to date.  
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240. Inside the Church of the Flagellation.  

 http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/Condemnation.html  

This is the view of the interior of the church, with 3 remarkable stained-glass windows 

illustrating Pontius Pilate washing his hands from the sin (on the left); flogging Jesus 

and placing a crown of thorns over the head (center); and Barrabbas rejoices on his 

release instead of Jesus (on the right).   

The Catholic Franciscan complex in this site includes a monastery, the Flagellation 

chapel and the Condemnation chapel. According to tradition, this was the site where the 

Roman soldiers flogged Jesus after he was convicted and sentenced to death.  

John 19 1-3: "And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 

they put on him a purple robe, And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and theysmote him 

with their hands". 
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241.  The Catholic Franciscan chapel of 

the "Condemnation and Imposition of 

the Cross" is located in their complex at 

station #2 of Via Dolorosa. According 

to tradition, this was the site where 

Jesus took up his cross after being 

sentenced. It is based on the finding of 

large Roman pavement stones that may 

have been part of Pilate's judgment seat 

for the condemnation of Jesus, and the 

place where Jesus took up his cross 

after being sentenced. 

 
242. At the Lithostrotos (“pavement”) - Lithostrotos = a paved or mosaic-laid floor. In 

the case of the judgment seat, the area in front of Pilate's chair was probably paved by 

mosaics or slabs.   

The site in the vicinity of the church of Condemnation was in the Roman times the place 

of the seat of Pontius Pilate, located in the Antonia fortress, and the place of the hall of 

judgment. John 18:28: "Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment". 

Jesus is condemned to death by Pontius Pilate, as per John 19:16: "Then delivered he 

him therefore unto them to be crucified".   

Inside the church (on its western floor), and outside the chapel, are huge stones which 

were part of the Roman pavement dated to the 2nd C. 
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243. Luke 9:23 

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 
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244. Map of Jerusalem (the Old City) 
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245. Madaba Mosaic Map from the 6th century 

 
246. Ecce Homo Arch, Jerusalem, built by Hadrian in 135 CE   

Ecce Homo Church is a Roman Catholic church on Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, along 

the path that according to tradition Jesus walked, carrying his cross, on the way to his 

crucifixion. The church is now part of the Convent of the Sisters of Zion.  

The Latin words Ecce Homo (i.e. Behold the Man) are attributed to Pontius Pilate in 

the Gospel of John 19:5, when he presented a scourged Jesus Christ, bound and crowned 

with thorns, to a hostile crowd.   

Traditionally, the arch was said to have been part of the gate of Herod's Antonia 

Fortress, which itself was alleged to be the location of Jesus' trial by Pontius Pilate; the 

traditional conclusion was that the arch was the location of Pontius Pilate's Ecce Homo 

speech, reported by the Bible. However, due to archaeological investigation, it is now 

known that the arch is a triple-arched gateway, built by Hadrian, as an entrance to the 

eastern Forum of Aelia Capitolina.  

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel245.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel245.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel246.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel246.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel245.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel246.jpg


 
247. Chart: Antonia Fortress and the Temple  

The Antonia Fortress was a military barracks built by Herod the Great in Jerusalem on 

the site of earlier Ptolemaic and Hasmonean strongholds, named after Herod's patron 

Mark Antony. The fortress was built at the eastern end of the great wall of the city (the 

second wall), on the northeastern side of the city, near the temple and Pool of Bethesda.  

Traditionally, it has been thought that the vicinity of the Antonia Fortress later became 

the site of the Praetorium, and that this latter building was the place where Jesus was 

taken to stand before Pilate. Archaeologists now conclude that in the 1st century, the 

Praetorium – the residence of the governor (Praetor) – was on the western hill, rather 

than the Antonia Fortress, on the diametrically opposite side of the city.  

 
248. The Struthion Pool. The lower part was cut in the rock, within the moat of the 

Antonia Fortress. The vault was built by Hadrian to support the market place above. 
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249. At the Struthion Pool.   

The Struthion Pool is a large cuboid cistern beneath the Convent of the Sisters of Zion 

in the Old City of Jerusalem, built in 1st century BCE and perhaps even earlier. The 

pool was apparently built by Herod The Great during his construction of the Antonia 

and the renovation of the Temple Mount in the late 1st century BCE. It is identified 

with the Struthius or Struthion (sparrow) pool mentioned by Josephus in his description 

of Titus' siege of the Antonia during the Great Revolt (70 CE). 

 
250. Lying at the foot of the rock scarp that once bore the Antonia Fortress, the pool is 

located at the northwestern corner of Jerusalem's Temple Mount. Measuring 52 by 14 

metres, the pool is oriented from northwest to southeast, with its depth increasing from 

4.5 metres in the north to 6 metres in the south. The pool's long eastern and western 

walls are not horizontal but also drop steadily to the south. 
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251. 4th Station of the Cross (Via Dolorosa, Way of Sorrow).   

This is the place where Yeshua meets his mother. The Meeting is depicted in relief 

above the door.   https://youtu.be/dOPeqRWXJk4 (Old City Jerusalem, Pt. 1 – video) 

 
252. The Armenian-Catholic church marks the spot where the Mother of Yeshua 

encountered her son. This event is not mentioned in the New Testament. 
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253. 5th Station of the Cross. Simon the Cyrenian helps Yeshua carry the cross. A 

Franciscan chapel commemorates the spot. Here the Way of the Cross begins the ascent 

to Golgotha (“Place of the Skull”).   

“And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of 

the country, and on him they laid the cross, that he might bear it after Jesus.” Luke 

23:26 (KJV) 

 

  
254. Via Dolorosa -- (Latin: 'way of 

pain'), the traditional pilgrimage route in 

Jerusalem commemorating Jesus' 

journey to the cross (Mark 15:20-23).   

The traditional route is not likely to have 

been historical, since Pilate probably 

condemned Jesus at the Herodian palace 

on the opposite side of the city (Matt. 

27:19; Luke 23:4; John 18:28; Philo 

Delegation to Gaius 38; Josephus War 

2.301). A route from there through the 

city to Golgotha would have led east on 

David street and then west on Triple Suk 

to Golgotha. 

The present route consists of two devotional stops near the Ecce Homo arch, seven 

outside leading to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and five inside the church itself. 

Though Byzantine pilgrims followed approximately the present route from Gethsemane 

to Calvary on Holy Thursday, they made no devotional stops. Numerous routes 

developed during the Middle Ages.   

The devotional practice of representing the gospel story in churches around fourteen 

stations led to the development of the present route. The route itself was fixed in the 

eighteenth century and all of the stations established in the nineteenth. (Matt.26) 
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255. At the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.   

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher lies in the heart of the Christian Quarter of the Old 

City. Within the compound is the Hill of Golgotha (or Calvary), and the Rotunda which 

contains the Holy Sepulcher. Here Jesus was crucified, buried and resurrected. The 

Church is maintained by the Roman Catholics, the Greek Orthodox, and the 

Armenians.  

Ancient tradition places Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection over this site. Queen 

Helena, mother of Constantine, ordered this church to be built over the site Christians 

showed her when she visited Jerusalem in about 335 A.D. Through archeology, it was 

found that this site was actually outside city walls at the time of Jesus’ death and was 

used as a quarry with many tombs cut into the rock.   

The church was rebuilt on a smaller scale by Byzantine emperor Constantine 

Monomachus in the 1040s following its destruction by Fatimid sultan Hakim in 1009. 

It was enlarged again by the Crusaders between 1114 and 1170. A disastrous fire in 

1808 and an earthquake in 1927 necessitated extensive repairs. 
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256. Entrance to Golgotha.   

Under the sign of the Jerusalem Cross -- The Jerusalem cross, also known as Crusaders' 

cross, is a heraldic cross or Christian symbol consisting of a large Greek cross 

surrounded by four smaller Greek crosses, one in each quadrant.  

A small stairway of stone leads to the Chapel of the Divestiture. 

 
257. The last five stations of the Way of the Cross are in the Basilica of the Holy 

Sepulcher. The 11th station shows Yeshua being nailed to the cross.  

Magnificent mosaics decorate the place where Jesus was crucified before the eyes of 

his mother. This holy site is guarded by the Roman Catholics. 
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258. 12th Station. A chapel belonging to the Greek Orthodox marks the site of the death 

of Jesus. The altar is flanked by two supporting pillars and has a silver disk beneath it, 

marking the exact place where the Cross stood. 

 
259. 13th Station. Jesus is taken down from the Cross.   

An altar marks the spot where Mary received the body of her son after he had been 

taken down from the Cross. Jesus’ body was then laid out on the Stone of Unction 

(Anointing) and anointed with a mixture of myrrh, aloe, and aromatic oils. 
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260. Mural depicting the last stations of the cross. Here the body of Jesus is taken down 

from the Cross. 

 
261. This part of the Mural shows the body of Jesus laid on the Stone of Unction. The 

final station (left) depicts the body of Jesus being laid in a tomb. 
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262. At the shrine containing Christ’s tomb in the church’s Rotunda.   

The Rotunda is built in Classical Roman style. In the first century AD, this site consisted 

of a small rocky rise just outside the city walls and a disused stone quarry into whose 

rock face tombs had been cut. The hillside was dug away in the 4th century to allow a 

church to be built around the tomb. 

 

263. People line up to go inside the holy shrine to see the tomb of Christ. The time each 

person can spend inside the shrine is limited to just a few minutes. Nonetheless, the 

experience of standing on Christianity’s most hallowed ground inspires many visitors 

with a deep sense of awe. 
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264. The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, also called the Church of the Resurrection by 

Eastern Christians, is a church within the walled Old City of Jerusalem.  

The site is venerated as Golgotha (the Hill of Calvary), where Jesus was crucified and 

is said also to contain the place where Jesus was buried (the sepulchre). The church has 

been an important Christian pilgrimage destination since at least the 4th century, as the 

purported site of the resurrection of Jesus.   

The Rotunda is located in the centre of the Anastasis, beneath the larger of the church's 

two domes. In the centre of the Rotunda is the chapel called The Edicule, which contains 

the Holy Sepulchre itself. The Edicule has two rooms. The first one holds The Angel's 

Stone, a fragment of the stone believed to have sealed the tomb after Jesus' burial. The 

second one is the tomb itself.  
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265. Walking on ancient pavement stones in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

 
266. Beside the Old City walls, constructed of great blocks of grey stone.   

The walls were built by the Turkish sultan Suleiman the Magnificent in 1542 on the 

foundations of the Roman Aelia Capitolina and the Crusader city. Measuring 2.5 miles 

in circumference, and varying from 30 to 60 feet in height according to the 

conformation of the land, the walls are pierced by seven gates: Jaffa Gate (on the west), 

Damascus Gate (north), Zion Gate (south), Lion (Stephen’s) Gate, Dung Gate (near 

Western Wall), New Gate (northwest), Herod’s Gate (northeast). The Eastern Gate 

(Golden Gate) is presently sealed. 
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267. At Jaffa Gate, originally the starting point of the road to the most important port 

town of Joppa (Jaffa), near Tel Aviv. 

 

268. The Jaffa Gate is also the place where there is an entrance to the Ramparts, where 

it is possible to walk almost around the entire city, taking in views of the Old City in all 

directions. The section near the Dome of the Rock and Temple Mount is closed. 
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269. A view of the Citadel. The Citadel is also called the Tower of David.  

It is an imposing bastion just inside the city wall. The present-day structure dates 

principally from the 14th century and includes additions made in 1532 by Suleyman the 

Magnificent. Excavations indicate that there was a fortress here from Herodian times. 

 
270. A new security wall built between Israel and the West Bank.   

After scores of suicide bombings and daily terrorist attacks against its civilians that have 

killed more than 850 people and wounded thousands more since September 2000, 

Israel’s unity government decided to construct a security fence near the northern part 

of the pre-1967 “Green Line” between Israel and the West Bank to prevent Palestinian 

terrorists from infiltrating into Israeli population centers. The project has had the 

overwhelming support of the Israeli public which sees the barrier as vital to their 

security.    http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Peace/fence.html 
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271. Shepherds’ Field Tours in Bethlehem (part of Palestinian National Authority).  

We had to change buses when we stopped at the border between Israel-Palestine. The 

Shepherds’ Field bus took us to Bethlehem. 

 
271a. Sign: “Welcome to Bethlehem. We welcome you on your journey as we 

welcomed the Prince of Peace. Pray for the Freedom of Palestine.” 
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271b. View of the Shepherds’ Field near Bethlehem.  

Many believe the site of The Shepherd's Field to be the place where angels of the Lord 

visited the shepherds to announce the birth of Israel's King and Savior. (Gen 35:16-20 

48:7 Ruth 1 Sam 16:1-12; 17:12 Micah 5:2 Luke 2:1-7, 8-20 Matt 2:1-18) 

 
272. Mural of the Story of Bethlehem, the three wise men (kings) and the shepherds in 

the field who saw the Star of Bethlehem. 
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273. At Bethlehem’s Church of the 

Nativity.   

Bethlehem is a town six miles southwest 

of Jerusalem. It is sometimes called 

Bethlehem-judah or Ephrath (Gen 

35:19; Micah 5:2) to keep it from being 

confused with another city, Bethlehem 

of Zebulun. 

Located in Judah, Bethlehem was one of the towns that played a key role in history. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which was a fulfillment of prophecy (Micah 5:2; Luke 

2:1-7). Bethlehem was also the place of death and burial for Rachel. It is also known as 

the City of David, as David was both born and anointed there (1 Sam. 16:4, 13; Luke 

2:4, 11). The name Bethlehem actually means “house of bread.” 

 
274. Bethlehem was only a small village 

when Jesus was born (Matt 2:1-16; Luke 

2:4-6, 15; John 7:42). Joseph had to go 

to Bethlehem because he was part of the 

family of David (Luke 2:4), under 

orders of Caesar Augustus. It is said that 

the birth of Jesus might have taken place 

in a cave in the rocks outside town, as 

agreed upon by Christian writers Justin 

Martyr and Origen. 

Another early Christian writer, Jerome, described the cave where the Roman Emperor 

Constantine had built a church. Some evidence was found near Bethlehem that 

suggested a second period of building in the time of a later emperor, Justinian (AD 527-

565), in 1934-35. Constantine’s church was then extended past its original boundaries. 

There were steps that led down to the cave, which were artificially shaped into a square, 

probably by Constantine’s builders. There is, however, no description of the cave from 

before the construction of Constantine’s church. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel273.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel273.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel274.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel274.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel273.jpg


 
275. Low door (“Door of Humility”) 

entrance into church, said by our 

Bethlehem guide, Nadal, to be a lesson 

in humility (i.e. you have to bow low to 

entire the holy site where the Divine 

Child was born). 

 
276. Inside the Church of the Nativity. The rectangular prayer hall is approximately 200 

by 90 feet, with four rows of twelve brown Bethlehem stone pillars.  

Devotional reading: “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 

from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed…” (Luke 2:1-15).  

“Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the 

town of Bethlehem, where David was?” (John 7:42).   

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem…” (Matt 2:1-16). Herod the 

Great died in 4BCE. 
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277. Original mosaics from the original 

4th century church were discovered 

after an earthquake in 1933. The 

mosaic was all the way under the 

church. 

 
278. Origen of Alexandria (185 AD–ca. 254) wrote:  

In Bethlehem the cave is pointed out where He was born, and the manger in the cave 

where He was wrapped in swaddling clothes. And the rumor is in those places, and 

among foreigners of the Faith, that indeed Jesus was born in this cave who is 

worshipped and reverenced by the Christians. (Contra Celsum, book I, chapter LI).  

The first basilica on this site was begun by Saint Helena, the mother of the Emperor 

Constantine I. Under the supervision of Bishop Makarios of Jerusalem, the construction 

started in 327 and was completed in 333. That structure was burnt down in the 

Samaritan Revolt of 529.   

The current basilica was rebuilt in its present form in 565 by the Emperor Justinian I.  
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279. In 1099 AD, the Crusaders took control of the Holy Land from the Muslims. They 

found the church already built and preserved. The story was told that the Persians in 

614 AD spared the church from destruction because there was a mosaic of the Magi in 

Persian dress. No basic changes were made by the Crusaders, except for the decoration 

of the church with paintings on the upper wall around the central court (narthex). 

 
280. The Grotto of the Nativity, an underground cave located beneath the basilica, 

enshrines the site where Jesus is said to have been born. 
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281. The exact spot is marked beneath an altar by a 14-pointed silver star set into the 

marble floor and surrounded by silver lamps. This altar is denominationally neutral, 

although it features primarily Armenian Apostolic influences. 14-pointed star 

supposedly (??) symbolizes the 14 branches in the geneology of Yeshua (14 

generations). 

 
282. Another altar in the Grotto, which is maintained by the Roman Catholics, marks 

the site where traditionally Mary laid the newborn Baby in the manger. 
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283. Adjacent to the Church of the Nativity is the Franciscan Chapel of St. Catherine 

of Alexandria, restored by Antonio Barluzzi in 1933. 

 
284. From this Franciscan chapel Bethlehem’s annual midnight mass on Christmas is 

broadcast all over the world. A statue of St. Jerome, who lived here in the fifth century 

and translated the Bible into Latin, stands in the middle of the courtyard. 
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285. A visit to Bethlehem store run by 

the Nissan family.   

The 14 stations of the cross are depicted 

on wood; a fifteenth station (central) has 

recently been added to show the 

culminating redemptive work of the 

Christ through his Resurrection. 

 
286. The souvenir shop is filled with kitsch religious objects, like the various depictions 

of the Last Supper. 
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287. The most popular items are the fine carved olive-wood crib scenes (nativity) that 

local craftsmen have produced for centuries. 

 
288. A wooden statue of Moses holding the “brazen serpent” and the 10 

commandments. 
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289. An impressive wooden Ark of the Covenant carried by Levi priests. 

 
290. A view of the Western wall – with the separate sections for men (left) and women 

(right) from the ramp leading to the Temple Mount.   

Guide Marian: “Purification laws prevent Jews from entering the Temple Mount. They 

don’t know where the Holy of Holies was, so they don’t want to desecrate it by 

accidentally treading on the holy spot. That is why they pray at the closest spot to the 

Temple Mount (i.e. the Western Wall)." 
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291. View of the Dome of the Rock on the former Jewish Temple Mount.   

Guide Marian: “The Muslim religion is a continuation of the Old Testament (Jewish) 

and the New Testament (Christian). They perform similar laws and rituals from the 

former religions that they borrowed from (in composing their holy book, the Koran). 

Their belief is that the Muslim religion (Islam = “submission” to the will of Allah, i.e. 

God) is the completion and perfection of the former religions and revelations. The story 

is that the Prophet Mohammed’s vision took place at the spot where “the Divine 

Presence rests.” 
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292. At the Dome of the Rock, Temple Mount.   

Temple Mount -- The place where God chose to "put His name;" where Abraham 

offered Isaac as a sacrifice (Mt. Moriah, Gen 22); the site of both the First and Second 

Temples found in the Bible. Today it is occupied by the Dome of The Rock Mosque. 

 
293. Purification pool (or fountain) on the way to the entrance of the Dome of the 

Rock mosque. 
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294. The Dome of the Rock is located at the visual center of a platform known as the 

Temple Mount. It was constructed on the site of the Second Jewish Temple, which was 

destroyed during the Roman Siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE. In 637 CE, Jerusalem 

surrendered to the Rashidun Caliphate army during the Muslim conquest of Syria  

The place became an Islamic shrine in AD 691 with the building of the Dome of the 

Rock. The Temple Mount in Arabic is known as “Haram esh-Sharif (“the Noble 

Sanctuary”) 

 
295. The Temple Mount is a vast rectangular esplanade in the southeastern part of the 

Old City. The platform was enlarged by Herod the Great. To the right of the platform 

is a Qanatir – a freestanding arcade. Each of the eight flights of steps up to the platform 

of the Dome of the Rock is topped by a qanatir. Some of the column capitals were 

recycled from Roman-era buildings. 
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296. A.C. Cresswell in his book Origin of the plan of the Dome of the Rock notes that 

those who built the shrine used the measurements of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

The diameter of the dome of the shrine is 20.20m and its height 20.48m, while the 

diameter of the dome of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is 20.90m and its height 

21.05m.  

The structure is basically octagonal. It comprises a wooden dome, approximately 20 m 

in diameter, which is mounted on an elevated drum consisting of a circle of 16 piers 

and columns. Surrounding this circle is an octagonal arcade of 24 piers and columns.  

The outer side walls are made of porcelain and mirror the octagonal design. They each 

measure approximately 60 feet (18 m) wide and 36 feet (11 m) high. Both the dome and 

the exterior walls contain many windows  

  

297. At the Dome of the Rock. 

One of the first and greatest achievements of Islamic architecture, the Dome of the Rock 

was built in AD 688-91 by the Omayyad caliph Abd el-Malik. Intended to proclaim the 

superiority of Islam and provide an Islamic focal point in the Holy City, the majestic 

structure now dominates Jerusalem and has become a symbol of the city. More a shrine 

than a mosque, the mathematically harmonious building echoes elements of Classical 

and Byzantine architecture, including the rotunda of the Holy Sepulcher. 
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298. Groups such as the Temple Mount and Eretz Yisrael Faithful Movement wish to 

relocate the Dome to Mecca and replace it with a Third Temple. Since Muslim religious 

foundations own the Dome and consider it particularly sacred such actions would 

inevitably lead to violence. Many Israelis are ambivalent about the movement's wishes. 

Some religious Jews, following a rabbinic dictum, feel that the Temple should only be 

rebuilt in the messianic era, and that it would be presumptuous of people to force God's 

hand. However, some Evangelical Christians consider this a prerequisite to 

Armageddon and the Second Coming. This view is steeped in the belief that there will 

be a prophetic rebuilding of the Temple in place of the Dome of the Rock. 

 
299. At the Dome of the Chain.   

This small dome stands at the 

approximate center of the Hara mesh 

Sharif (Temple Mount), which, 

according to one theory, equated to the 

center of the world. The 13th-century 

tiling on the interior surpasses even that 

of the Dome of the Rock. The simple 

structure is supported on 17 columns. 

Some mystery exists over the purpose of 

the small dome beside the huge Dome of 

the Rock. 

Its name derives from the legend that a chain once hung from the roof, and whoever 

told a lie while holding it would be struck dead by lightning. 
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300. View of the Mount of Olives from the Temple Mount. 

 
301. View of the Mount of Olives from the Temple Mount. 
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302. View of the Asbat Minaret on the northern side of the Temple Mount.  

A minaret (Turkish: minare from Arabic manârah, lighthouse) is a distinctive 

architectural feature of Islamic mosques, generally a tall spire with an onion-shaped or 

conical crown, usually either free standing or taller than any associated support 

structure. The basic form of a minaret includes a base, shaft, and gallery. Minarets 

provide a visual focal point and are used for the call to prayer. 

 
303. On a street leading to the Lion’s (Stephen’s) Gate. 
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304. Leslie Burns, the pastor’s wife, leads us in devotional singing in St. Anne’s 

Church. The interior of the church had fantastic acoustics. She led us in the song “We 

are Standing on Holy Ground.” Then I led the group in the singing of “Amazing 

Grace.”  

The Crusader Church of St. Anne was built in 1140, on the remains of a Byzantine 

Church, to commemorate the traditional site of Mary’s birthplace at the home of her 

parents Anne and Joachim. 

 
305. Statue of Mary and her mother Anne. 
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306. Interior of the Basilica of St. Anne 
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307. Sign: Bethesda.  

In the courtyard of the church of St. Anne is the Pool of Bethesda. Uncovered in 1871, 

the pool appears as a deep pit broken by a series of stone foundations and archways. 

Used as a rain catchment pool during Herod’s reign, it was part of a grandiose plan to 

augment Jerusalem’s meager water supply. It was here that Jesus miraculously cured 

the infirm man on the Sabbath. 
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          308. Ruins of the Pool of Bethesda.   

Devotional Reading: John 5:1-15   

“Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. Now there is in 

Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which 

is surrounded by five covered colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used 

to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for 

thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this 

condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”   

“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is 

stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”  

Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man was 

cured; he picked up his mat and walked.   

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, and so the Jews said to the man who 

had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”  

But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”  

So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” The man 

who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that 

was there.   

Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop 

sinning or something worse may happen to you.” The man went away and told the Jews 

that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
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309. Stanley at the Pool of Bethesda.   

Under Herod the Great, the cisterns that lay outside the city walls were turned into 

curative baths. Ruins of a Roman temple, thought to have been to the god of medicine, 

can be seen here, as can those of a later Byzantine church built over the temple. Later 

it became the Pool of Bethesda. 

 
310. Lion’s Gate (also called Stephen’s Gate). 
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311. Stanley and Stephen at Stephen’s 

Gate.   

Presently the façade of the gate is 

undergoing repair. Notice the 

scaffolding.  

Suleyman the Magnificent built this gate 

in 1538. Its Arabic name, Bab Sitti 

Maryam (Gate of the Virgin Mary) 

refers to the Tomb of the Virgin in the 

nearby Valley of Jehoshaphat. The 

Hebrew name, Shaar ha-Arayot, or 

Lions’ Gate, refers to the two 

emblematic lions on either side of the 

gateway. 

 

 
312. Walking down the road from the Lion’s Gate. The Mount of Olives is in front of 

us. 
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313. Sign: Jericho Road 

 
314. Entrance to the Israel Museum.   

Built in 1965 on a ridge overlooking West Jerusalem, the Israel Museum contains some 

of the country’s finest art and archaeology. 
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315. Model of Jerusalem at the Israel Museum.   

The model of Jerusalem at the time of the Second Temple was built before the 

reunification of the city. The 1:50 scale model was supervised by Prof. Avi-Yonah and 

built according to the descriptions of Josephus Flavius. 

 
316. The model includes a replica of the Herodian Temple. The Second Temple. 
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317-318. Enjoying an expansive view of the city of Jerusalem at the time of the 

Second Temple. 
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319. At the Shrine of the Book.   

The building houses replicas of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The white-domed exterior 

resembles the lid of one of the earthenware jars in which the scrolls were hidden 

Qumran. 

 
320. At Yad Vashem, meaning “a name and a place” (from Isaiah 56:5). The place is a 

monument to perpetuate the memory of the more than 6 million who died in the Nazi 

holocaust. More than 20 monuments occupy this hillside site. 
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321. The Historical Museum at Yad Vashem was designed by Jewish architect Moseh 

Safdie and inaugurated in 2005. The museum is one long corridor, carved into a 

mountain, with 10 exhibition halls, each dedicated to a different chapter of the 

Holocaust. 

 
322. Entrance to Yad Vashem has an inscription: 

"I will put my breath into you and you shall live again, and I will set you upon your 

own soil." (Ezekiel 37:14) 
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323. At the Garden Tomb. 

Many Protestants believe that Jesus was buried in the Garden Tomb, which is set in a 

quiet enclosure just outside the Damascus Gate. 

 
324. A nearby hillock, with a Moslem cemetery on top and a broken cistern in its rock 

face, bears resemblance to a skull, which could be Golgotha (“place of the skull”). 
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325. In 1867, a first-century rock-hewn tomb containing two chambers was discovered 

near the hill. In 1882, the British General Gordon was a leading advocate for this area 

as a probable site of the Crucifixion and it was purchased by the Garden Tomb 

Association of London in 1893. 

https://youtu.be/Xe0_n4iZET4   (Garden Tomb, Jerusalem – video) 
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6. Sign: The Tomb.   

“Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the 

manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a 

garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid 

they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at 

hand.” (John 19:40-42, KJV) 

 
327. Rolling away a small replica of the “rolling stone” 
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328. Sign: Plan of the Tomb  

(1) Entrance to outer room, hewn in rock, (2) Low threshold to graves, (3) Short low 

rock walls between the rooms, (4) Finished loculus (burial place), (5) Pillow cut in rock, 

(6) Weeping chamber, (7) rough ledge, (8) Unfinished loculus, (9) Small window. 

 
329. At the Garden Tomb. 
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330. Interior of the Garden Tomb. 
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Pilgrim Tours group, with guide Marian Gavish 

The End of the Tour 

 

Pilgrim Tours - Group Picture 

Front: Marian Gavish 

1st Row : Pastor Tom Burns, Ed Hardy, Mable Mund , Kim Wiley, Cherlinda Beltran, 

Violeta Sager, Gina Galat, Kathy Severin, Valerie(?) Ng, Monica Bachue, Carol 

Miller, Ginger Anderton, Dr. Ron Moseley 

2nd Row: Leslie Burns, Anita Tillman, Ellen Hardy, Alice Beckton, Valerie Beckles-

Neblett, Pat Petracek, Alison Creque, Janice Noonan, Paul Wigowsky, Stan 

Wigowsky, Donna Elhard, Larry Severin, Clement & Esther Andries, Terry Anderton 

Last Row: Isaac (Tony) Tillman, Ken & Wanda Koch, Methy Moonsap, Pastor John 

Miller, Kevin Wiley, Jeremy Miller, Stephen Miller, Rakel, Wilfred Mund, Dennis 

Elhard 
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