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1 – at the Mediterranean Sea, city of Netanya. We flew into Tel Aviv, and a bus took 

us to Netanya (on the coast north of Tel Aviv). We stayed at the King Solomon Hotel. 

 
2 - After breakfast, we travel by private motor coach along the coast of the 

Mediterranean Sea to Caesarea, where Gentiles first heard the Good News from Peter 

and were baptized. We’ll see the Roman Amphitheatre, hippodrome, a film on history 

and remains of this famous port city, and aqueduct. (from web page)  

The high aqueduct transported water from the Shuni springs on the slopes of Mount 

Carmel (about 30 km away) to the port city of Caesarea, the largest port on the 

Mediterranean Sea. 
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3 – Caesarea’s theater was constructed by Herod the Great (ruled between the years 37-

4 BCE). The city Caesarea was named in honor of Herod’s patron, Octavian Augustus 

Caesar. The theater had two cavea (seating areas) and could accommodate 4,000 

spectators.  

In the Bible, Caesarea is known as the place where Simon Peter preached to a Gentile 

congregation at the house of Cornelius the Centurion (Acts 10). The message, according 

to our guide Marian, was that “God is universal” (i.e. not just for the Jews). 

 
4 – View of the amphitheater (Roman stadium), a huge U-shaped entertainment 

structure, used as a race track for horse racing at Caesarea. The amphitheater was 250 

m long and 50 m wide.  

Caesarea, the Roman capital of Palestine, is an 8,000 acre site which is located 23 miles 

south of Mount Carmel on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Caesarea became the 

administrative capital of the Province of Judea, where the Roman procurators, or 

governors, resided. Three Roman governors of Palestine lived there: Felix (Acts 24), 

Festus (Acts 25), and Pontius Pilate (John 19). (from web page) 
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5 – During the Crusader Period (1099-1291 CE), Caesarea was fortified by impressive 

city walls and a 9 m deep dry moat. The wall was 900 m long and 13 m high. The 

glacis – a slanted portion of the wall at the bottom of the moat – allowed defenders a 

good view of the bottom of the moat and thwarted any effort to scale the wall. 

According to our guide, the slanted walls made it harder for the enemy to dig under 

the fortress. 

 
6 – View of the Harbor area. A large artificial harbor (“Sebastos”) was built here 

during the time of Herod. It consisted of an outer quay with a 400m long breakwater, 

an inner quay, and an anchorage area along which stood columns and mooring stones. 

 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel5.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel5.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel6.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel6.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel5.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel6.jpg


 
7 – The green (reeds) and grassy area is where the harbor once extending towards 

land. After the Arab conquest (638 CE), the harbor fell into disuse and silted up. This 

would have been the place where Apostle Paul embarked on his journey from 

Caesarea to Tarsus (Acts 9:30). Caesarea was also the place of Paul’s imprisonment 

for two years and his meeting with King Agrippa and Bernice (Acts 23 – 25). 

 
8 – The reconstructed eastern gatehouse serves as the main entrance into the Crusader 

city for today’s visitors. The entrance to the gatehouse could be closed with a 

portcullis (a barred gate through which the enemy could be shot at with arrows). The 

defensive capabilities of the city walls and gatehouses helped preserve it until it was 

conquered in 1265 by the Mamelukes and destroyed. During the Ottoman period 

(1561-1917), the fortress was renovated. 
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9 - Entrance to Mount Carmel area where the prophet Elijah battled the prophets of 

Baal (rain) and Asherah (nature) – 1 Kings 18:19. Presently run by the Discalced 

Carmelite Order Muhraqa (“the sacrifice”), a sanctuary and monastery. 

 
11. Carmelite sanctuary and monastery.  

In ancient times oak trees, olive groves, and vineyards grew around Mt. Carmel, 

which explains why it is known for its beauty and fertility (Isaiah 33:9; 35:2). 

“Carmel” is a contraction of a Hebrew word meaning “vineyard” or “garden of God.” 

Robbers and outcasts used this area as a hiding place, because of the many dense wild 

plants and gorges and caves (Amos 9:3). Today, Carmel is still forested, and large 

parts of it have been made a nature reserve. 
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10. Statue of Prophet Elijah.  

The crowning event of Elijah’s ministry took place on Mount Carmel. Elijah the 

prophet challenged the prophets of Baal to a contest on Mount Carmel: “How long 

halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 

him” (1 Kings 18:21). Elijah was not the first to build a Hebrew altar on the mountain; 

the Bible describes him as repairing a ruined “altar of the LORD” before offering his 

sacrifice (1 Kings 18:30). (from web site) 
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12. Relief celebrating the “fire of the Lord” that consumed the burnt sacrifice prepared 

by Elijah, the prophet. The fire proved that “the God that answers by fire is the true 

God.” (1 Kings 18:24, 31-39) 

 

13. View of the Jezreel Valley to the east.  

According to tradition, the contest with Elijah and the prophets of Baal took place at 

Qeren ha-Carmel, located at 1, 581 feet, overlooking the Jezreel Valley. 
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14. Circular map on Mount Carmel. Arrows point to various prominent towns and 

locations within the borders of Israel. 

 

15. Carmel is a mountainous ridge extending about twenty miles along the 

Mediterranean Sea and jutting southeastward into the Jezreel Valley. Its greatest width 

at the southeast is thirteen miles; its highest point 1, 742 feet. The ridge is made of the 

same Cenomanian limestone as makes up the central mountain range of Palestine. 

Haifa, located on Carmel’s northwestern corner, contains harbors for ships passing in 

the ocean; several Jewish settlements are also nestled in Mount Carmel’s slopes, and 

two large Druze villages. 



 

16. Our Pilgrim Tours group performs a ceremonial prayer (for peace) for the cities of 

Israel by standing on a city name of the circular map. I was standing on Beit-Shean. 

 

17. Tombs alongside the highway. Most tombs are family tombs, where members of 

an entire family would be buried in niches (in an ossuary, or container for the bones of 

the dead).   



 

18. Sign: Tel (Mound) Megiddo National Park.  

“Tel Megiddo National Park is one of Israel’s most important antiquities sites. The 

city of Megiddo holds a significant place in ancient history.” Megiddo’s strategic 

location overlooking the Plain of Jezreel and dominating the trade routes from Egypt 

to Mesopotamia (by way of Via Maris, “way of the sea” route), has made it a site of 

extreme importance since time immemorial.  

 

19. Tour of Megiddo, includes a Canaanite gateway from about 3500 years ago (the 

bronze age).  

Megiddo was the scene of many Old Testament battles. Great military men, such as 

Thutmose III of Egypt (15th century B.C.), Napolean in 1799, and General Allenby 

during World War I, have fought for mastery there. King Thutmose III (1504-1450 

B.C.) defeated a coalition of Canaanite kings at Megiddo. It is also the place where 

king Ahaziah (2 Kings 9:27) and Josiah (2 Kings 23:29-30) died.  

Although he did not take the city, Joshua defeated the king of Megiddo at the time of 

the Israelite conquest of Canaan (Joshua 12:21). 



 

20. Deborah and Barak defeated the forces of Hazor under the command of Sisera 

near Megiddo, but they did not take the city either (Judges 4:15; Judges 5:19). King 

David might have conquered the land as part of his program for establishing the 

kingdom. By the time of King Solomon, Megiddo served as the headquarters of one of 

his twelve administrative regions (1 Kings 4:12). Later, Solomon rebuilt the city in 

order to serve as one of his chariot and garrison cities (1 Kings 9:15-19). 

 
21. Excavations of the Temple area (pointing east). Probably a Canaanite temple. 
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22. A public grain silo from the time of King Jeroboam II (8th century BCE). The silo 

had a capacity of 450 cubic meters. Straw found between the stones attests to the 

function of the installation. 

 
23. The plain of Megiddo (valley of Megiddon, KJV) is referred to in Zechariah’s 

prophecies that Israel and Jerusalem would be restored (Zechariah 12:11). Revelation 

16:16 mentions the numerous conflicts fought over control of this valley, also known 

as Armageddon (Har Megiddon, the “mount of Megiddo”). 
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24. Biblical reading about Armageddon, the symbolical final battle between the forces 

of good and evil that will take place “at the end of the world” (Revelation 16:16 - 

“And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 

Armageddon”). Devotional time with Pastor Tom Burns. 

https://youtu.be/1PwiOx2yGsk  

 
25. Present day excavations by archaeological teams. The visible remains of extensive 

excavations include defensive walls, a temple, an enormous grain silo and the 

foundations of many buildings. 

The tel (mound) of Megiddo consists of twenty (or more) superimposed cities, the 

oldest dating back to 4000BC. There was a Canaanite city here around 2000 BC. The 

city was conquered by Pharoah Thutmose of Egypt in 1478 BC – a fact recorded in 

ancient Egyptian texts. 
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26. A trough, excavated at an area thought to have been part of the horse stables of 

King Solomon. However, recent discoveries point to the stables (and manger-like 

troughs) to have housed King Ahab’s 2000 horses, palaces, storehouses, sentry 

towers, walls, gates, soldiers’ quarters and private houses. 

 
27. The Water System at Megiddo. On the eastern side of the tel (mound) is an old 

reservoir, at the base of which a tunnel leads to a spring that lies outside the city walls. 
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28. Steps leading down to the ancient tunnel and reservoir. 

 
29. The original stone steps leading to the tunnel and water system. 
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30. Inside the tunnel. The passage through the water tunnel includes a descent of 183 

steps and an ascent of 80 steps. 

 
31. Pilgrim Tours bus. The driver was named Moses. 
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32. Nazareth Village in the modern city of Nazareth.   

Jesus grew up in Nazareth; a small village in Galilee located seventy miles north of 

Jerusalem. It is first mentioned in the New Testament as the home of Mary and Joseph 

(Luke 1:26-27). Nazareth is located about 15 miles west of the Sea of Galilee and 20 

miles east of he Mediterranean. Jerusalem lies about 70 miles south. It was located in 

the rocky limestone hills, overlooking the Jezreel Valley. It is situated on three sides of 

a hill. This location forms a sheltered valley with a moderate climate favorable to fruits 

and wildflowers. Archeologists found that the ancient town was higher on the western 

hill than the present village (compare Luke 4:29). Although trade routes and roads 

passed near Nazareth, the village itself was not on any main road.   

Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament, the Apocrypha (ancient writings not 

included in the Bible), Jewish writings, or the histories of Josephus. Nathanael 

remarked, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, 

Come and see” (John 1:46). Jesus’ public ministry began in Nazareth. He later left the 

village to be baptized by John in the Jordan River (Mark 1:9). When John was arrested, 

Jesus moved to Capernaum (Matthew 4:13). Though Jesus was often identified by his 

boyhood city as “Jesus of Nazareth” (John 18:5, 7), the New Testament records only 

one subsequent visit by Jesus to Nazareth. During this visit, Jesus preached in the local 

synagogue and claimed that Isaiah’s prophecies were coming true to the oppressed 

people. He was then rejected by the townspeople (Luke 4:16-30). Jesus’ followers were 

also known as “Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5). The angel Gabriel announced in Nazareth that 

Mary would bear a Son whose name would be called Jesus (Luke 1:26). (from web site)
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33. Pilgrim’s Map of the Holy Land. The Journey and Deeds of Jesus Christ. 
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34. Nazareth Village - a wonderful recreation of Biblical times with costumed guides. 

Here we met a goat shepherd with goats waiting to be fed by hand by eager tourists. 

 
35. The local guide explains the “rolling stone” that covered a family tomb, with 

niches for the bones of family members. 
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36. The local guide explains the process of a winepress, a hollow area in a rocky place 

where grapes were placed and then pressed by feet. 

 
37. A costumed carpenter explains the use of various tools in a carpenter’s shop. 

Tradition has Jesus living and working as a carpenter’s son in Nazareth (Matt. 2:23, 

Luke 4:16). 
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38. Poster of Jesus saying: “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will never 

walk in darkness.” We were given a small pottery piece which had a wick in it, and it 

was to be used with olive oil to “bring light into the world.” 
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39. Sea of Galilee, at Tiberias (one of the four holy cities of Israel – the others being 

Jerusalem, Hebron, and Safed).   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Holy_Cities  

 
40. Sea of Galilee (aka Lake Tiberias and Lake Kinneret) lies 212 m (696 ft) below sea 

level and is fed and drained by the Jordan River. It is 21 km (13 miles) long, and 9 km 

(6 miles) wide. John 6:1 – “After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which 

is the sea of Tiberias.” Jesus spent most of his 3-year public ministry in towns and 

villages around the Sea of Galilee. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel39.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel39.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Holy_Cities
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel40.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel40.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel39.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel40.jpg


 
41. Church of the Beatitudes on Mount of the Beatitudes (overlooking the Sea of 

Galilee). The modern church was constructed by Antonio Barluzzi of local basalt with 

a colonnade of white stone. The octagonal church recalls the eight blessings which are 

inscribed on the walls of the octagon inside the church. 

 
42. Inside the Church of the Beatitudes. 
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43. Golden dome with eight beatitudes (golden truths) and a blue (sky) center. The 

word “blessed” in Greek is Makarios (“joyful,” “happy”). 

1 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

2 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

3 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

4 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 

filled. 

5 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

6 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

7 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

8 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 
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44. Beatitudes are based on Psalm 37:11 – “The Meek shall inherit the earth; and shall 

delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” 

 
45. “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:12) 
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46. Devotional reading in the garden: Stephen reads the Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 5-7). Devotional singing: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 

righteousness.” (Matt. 6:33) 

 
47. [Note: the front of the church seems to have the shape of a seven-branched 

menorah, the symbol of Israel] 
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48. The state of “Blessedness” on the Mount of Beatitudes. 

 
49. With our knowledgeable guide, Marian Gevish. 
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50. Tel Dan Nature Reserve – “The Dan stream is the most significant of the three 

sources of the Jordan River. Spring water is plentiful year-round, fed by the rain and 

snow that fall on Mt. Hermon. Due to the abundance of water, the favorable 

environmental conditions and the geographic location, vegetation has grown rich and 

thick in the reserve, creating tunnels of shade and lovely spots where animals of various 

species are found. At Tel Dan, remnants of great walls and gates of Biblical Dan were 

uncovered, as well as sites of worship from the days of the Israelite kingdom. Following 

the archaeological excavations, the site was reconstructed in 1994. Trails have been 

made and explanatory signs have been posted.” 

 
51. The Dan River is the largest and most important source of the Jordan. It is fed by 

rain and snow that trickles down through the rock of Mount Hermon and emerges at 

its foot in hundreds of springs, creating the most plentiful karstic spring in the Middle 

East with an annual 240 million cubic meters of water. 
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52. The trail passes along streams, the river, and through a shady tangle of trees, 

mainly laurel, Italian buckthorn and Syrian ash. The ash, thanks to the good 

conditions here, grows as tall as 20 m. 

https://youtu.be/25tsKd07QRM  Dan Trail, Israel  (YouTube video) 

 
53. The trail is rocky at times. The dense vegetation along the stream is lovely. 
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54. Devotional reading from Book of Judges, Chapter 18 – v.29 “And they called the 

name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: 

however the name of the city was Laish at the first.” The setting up of idolatry at Dan. 

 
55. Farther along the trail are the ruins of the Canaanite city of Laish, which was 

captured by the tribe of Dan during the period of the Judges. Among the special finds 

here is the High Place, attributed to the time of King Jeroboam. The Israelite city gate 

has been restored, as has the Canaanite gate, with perhaps the earliest constructed arch 

ever discovered. 
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56. Dramatic display of King Jeroboam 1 (reign from 922 to 901 BC) and idolatry at 

Dan (northern kingdom of Israel). 1 Kings 12: 28-31 – “Whereupon the king took 

counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go 

up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 

Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became 

a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he made an 

house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of 

the sons of Levi.” 

 
57. Ancient Dan. This city lay at the southern base of Mount Hermon and was the 

northernmost point of the ancient Israelite kingdom. It was also used as a topographical 

marker in the phrase “from Dan to Beersheba” (2 Samuel 3:10). Dan was a Phoenician 

city, originally named Leshem (Joshua 19:47) or Laish (Judges 18:7), which was 

conquered by Dan’s tribe when it migrated northward. Dan was also a very important 

commercial center, because it guarded a major trading route running between Damascus 

and Tyre. 
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58. The High Place.   

Eventually Israel separated into two kingdoms. When Jeroboam I became king of the 

northern kingdom of Israel, Dan housed one of two shrines where golden calves were 

worshiped. Even Jehu’s drastic purge did not defeat the worship of Baal at Dan. The 

city fell under Syrian control (2 Kings 10:28-32) during Ben-hadad’s reign. Dan was 

later re-conquered by the northern kingdom when the Syrians were attempting to ward 

off Assyrian attacks during the time of Jeroboam III (793-753 BC). Its inhabitants were 

deported to Assyria (2 Kings 17:6) by Tiglath-pileser III (745-727 BC). The site did 

continue to be inhabited (Jeremiah 4:15; 8:16), and its acropolis was used for worship. 

During Greek and Roman times, the area was enlarged and in the New Testament times, 

it was eclipsed by Caesarea, which was located very close to Dan.   

Devotional reading of a high place: 1 Samuel 9:11-25, v. 14 - Samuel goes up to the 

high place. 

 
59. Walking through ancient Dan.   

Marian’s lesson from history: “Dan was 

a thriving northern city, center of 

idolatry and the northern kingdom. 

Jerusalem was a small city with nothing 

to brag about. Years later, Dan is in ruins 

and the northern 10 tribes disappear, 

whereas Jerusalem becomes the capital 

and center of Judea (tribe of Judah) and 

forerunner of the religious center of the 

world.” 
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60. Sign: The entrance gate to Dan from the time of the Israelite Kingdom. 

 
61. On the way to the entrance gate to Dan. 
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62. The Israelite gate to Dan.  

Description: “So the king got up and took his seat in the gateway. When the men were 

told, "The king is sitting in the gateway," they all came before him.” (1 Samuel 19:8) 

 
63. The king sat on a throne on the elevated platform on the left; the elders (and 

judges) of the city sat on the bench to the right. 
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64. Sign: the entrance gate to Dan from the time of the Israelite Kingdom. 

 
65. Area of the entrance gate. 
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66. Entrance to Caesarea Philippi, the site of Peter’s confession. Presently named 

Banias (from Panius).   

Located on the southern slopes of Mount Hermon near the ancient city of Dan, this city 

is found at the northern extremity of Palestine. It lies in the Wadi Banias, a beautiful 

area near the Jordan River. It was called Panion in the second century BC, because the 

Greek god Pan was worshiped in a cave nearby. It was also the place where the King 

Antiochus III, of Syria, defeated the Ptolemies of Egypt in a crucial battle in 200 BC. 

“Panium” was governed by Zenodorus, according to Jewish historian Josephus 

(Antiquities 15.10.3). Josephus writes its cultic site was “a very fine cave in a mountain, 

under which there is a great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is abrupt, and 

prodigiously deep, and full of a still water; over it hangs a vast mountain, and under the 

caverns arise the springs of the river Jordan.”   

Augustus Caesar gave the city to Herod the Great after the death of Zenodorus. King 

Herod then gave the territory to his third son, Philip, when he died in 4 BC. Philip built 

his capital and named it Caesarea Philippi, after the Roman emperor Tiberius Caesar 

and himself. This distinguished it from the larger Caesarea Maritima on the 

Mediterranean coast. This territory was also known as Panias, an area sacred to the 

Graeco-Roman nature god. Herod and Philip also built a temple in this capital dedicated 

to Caesar. 
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67. Pools of the Banias Springs that flow into the Hermon Stream. 

 
68. The Temple of Pan (“All”) was constructed at the foot of a 70-meter-long, 40-meter-

high cliff. The cliff was apparently none other than the back wall of a giant cave, whose 

roof collapsed and created rock terraces on which the temples and the ritual courtyards 

dedicated to Pan were constructed. The Cave of Pan is a remnant of that former cave. 
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69. Artistic impression of the Sanctuary of Pan (nature & fertility god).  

The entire sanctuary included: (1) the temple of Augustus, (2) the grotto of the god Pan, 

(3) the court of Pan & the nymphs, (4) the temple of Zeus, (5) the court of Nemesis, (6) 

temple of the sacred goats, (7) temple of Pan (half-goat, half-man) & the dancing goats. 

 
70. At the Sanctuary of Pan. 
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71. Devotional reading: Matthew 16:13-20.   

Caesarea Philippi is where Jesus asked His disciples “Whom do men say that I the Son 

of man am?” and Peter made his confession that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living 

God (Matt.16:13-16). The transfiguration of Jesus probably took place here as well.  

Marian’s explanation of the Hebrew name Simon Bar-Jona (v. 17): Bar-Jona means 

“Son of the Spirit” (Dove=Spirit of God). 

 
72. Artistic mural of the Sanctuary of Pan: the stream, cave, temples, etc. 
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73. Capharnaum, the town of Jesus.   

This city on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee became Jesus’ home base for His 

ministry. This name means “village of Nahum,” although there is no knowledge as to 

who Nahum was. Capernaum was located in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali. 

“And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, 

in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim” (Matt 4:13). “And he entered into a ship, 

and passed over, and came into his own city…” (Matt 9:1). 

Matthew refers to Capernaum as “Jesus’ own city” (Matt. 9:1). Jesus cured Peter’s 

mother-in-law of a fever, healed two paralytics, and raised the daughter of Jairus from 

the dead (Matt. 8:5-17; Mark 2:1-22; Luke 8:40-56). Jesus called His first disciples 

from the villagers and fishermen nearby. He called Matthew to be His disciple from a 

station selling goods located in the vicinity of Capernaum. Although He taught much 

in the local synagogue and performed many miracles, few people from the city were 

among his followers. This caused Jesus to grieve over the city for its lack of faith 

(Matt.11:20-24). Because of the city’s refusal to believe and repent, there was a heavy 

curse imposed on Capernaum (Matthew11:23). 
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74. Capharnaum (aka Capernaum).   

 
75. Statue of St. Peter. Inscription on the bottom: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church.” (Matthew 16:18) 
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76. Garden area looks out towards the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus met his first 

disciples -- Peter, Andrew, James and John -- fishermen who worked on the Sea of 

Galilee. 

 
77. Through excavation and Jewish evidence, Tel (mound) Hum has been revealed as 

the site for ancient Capernaum. During the excavations, a private house was uncovered 

beneath a fourth-century Jewish-Christian place of meeting. In the first half of the 

second century, this house served as an assembly hall for the early Christians. It was 

very likely the home of Peter as well, through findings of inscriptions and reports from 

early Christian travelers. 
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78. The second century synagogue has been partially restored. The synagogue faced 

Jerusalem and consisted of a rectangular columned basilica with a broad nave and two 

narrow aisles separated by elegant columns. The interior was plastered and decorated 

with reliefs. Among the carvings are typical Jewish motifs such as a shofar (ram’s horn), 

menorah (seven-branched candelabrum), star of David and a mobile Ark of the 

Covenant resembling a Hellenistic temple on wheels. The synagogue had one main and 

two side entrances and two rows of stone bences, one above the other, running around 

three sides. Beneath the floor, excavations have uncovered the remains of a first century 

synagogue thought to be that in which Jesus preached. 

 
79. At the site of ancient Capernaum.  

Devotional Reading: Mark 1: 21-39, Jesus teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
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80. The traditional house of St. Peter, one of a group of houses, was discovered beneath 

the Byzantine octagonal church, west of the main building. The original building 

consisted of rooms around a central courtyard which was later covered over. 

 
82. Kevin Wiley befriends Stan (“the Man”).  

Fellow pilgrims – and disciples of the “Man of Galilee” -- near the Sea of Galilee. 
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81. Chart: A family tree – from Adam to Jesus. 
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83. At the courtyard of the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes.  

Devotional reading: Luke 9:10-17 “And he took the five loaves and the two fishes, 

and looking up to heaven, he blessed them…and gave to the disciples to set before the 

multitude. And they did eat and were all filled.” 

 
84. The interior of the Church of the Multiplication.   

The table rock, where the wonder of feeding five thousand people took place, has been 

the altar of successive churches, the earliest built in the fourth century and replaced a 

century later by a larger structure. 
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85. The mosaic pavement inside the church depicts water birds and plants. 

  
86. Inside a jewelry (diamond) shop: the High Priest Breastplate with 12 precious 

stones. 
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87. Staying at the Leonardo Hotel in 

Tiberias.   

Founded by Herod Antipas about A.D. 

18, Tiberias was one of the two cities 

that dominated Lower Galilee later that 

century. It is located midway along the 

western shores of Lake Galilee. Herod 

named the city in honor of the emperor 

Tiberius. The town of Tiberias is only 

mentioned once in the New Testament, 

after the feeding of the five thousand. 

The Sea of Tiberias, or Lake Galilee, is 

referred to in John 6:1 and John 21:1. 

 
88. Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.   

The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater lake thirteen miles long and seventeen miles wide. 

The lake is surrounded on all sides by higher land because the surface of the lake is 

690 feet below sea level. It lies in the lower section of the Jordan Valley. It is located 

about 60 miles north of Jerusalem in a range of mountains. The mountains of Upper 

Galilee are northwest of the lake and rise to a height of 4,000 feet above sea level, 

while the mountains on the east and west ascend about 2,000 feet. 
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89. This lake has many names, beginning with Sea of Chinnereth (Numbers 34:11), 

which is found in the Old Testament. The name was later changed to Lake Gennesaret 

(Luke 5:1). Because the town of Tiberias is on the shore, it was also called the Sea of 

Tiberias (John 6:1, 23, and 21:1). King Herod built the town near the warm springs of 

Hamath by the sea around AD 26 and named it for the emperor. People began to call it 

the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:18) because it is close to the province of Galilee. In the 

New Testament, “the sea” identifies it as the Sea of Galilee. 

 
90. Holyland Sailing, Ltd. Wooden Boats.  

During the New Testament, the sea was surrounded by the towns of Capernaum, 

Bethsaida, Korazin, Magdala, Tiberias, and others. 
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91. Chart of the “Miracles of Jesus in Galilee”   

After being rejected by his home village, Jesus moved his ministry to the Sea of Galilee, 

where he performed many miracles and teachings. Jesus calmed the storm on the lake 

for his disciples and also appeared walking on the water of Galilee (Matt. 8:23-27, Mark 

6:47-52). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel91.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel91.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel91.jpg


 
92. Sailing on the Sea of Galilee past the city of Tiberias.   

The Sea of Galilee is one of the five divisions found in the Jordan Rift, which drains 70 

percent of the land of Palestine. In its 65-mile course from the Sea of Galilee to the 

Dead Sea, the Jordan River drops 590 feet, an average of about nine feet per mile. This 

lake provided fishing industries and agriculture products to many local towns and 

villages. 

https://youtu.be/igFlp_Z5kMU    Sea of Galilee (YouTube video) 

 
93. Devotional singing.  

Devotional reading: Matthew 8:23-27 - The tempest on the Sea of Galilee is stilled.  

Also, Mark 4:35-41 (v.39 – “and he said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind 

ceased, and there was a great calm.”) 
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94. Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee: “And he saw them toiling in rowing; 

for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh 

unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. But when they saw 

him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and cried out…” (Mark 

6:48-49). 

 
95. Yigal Allon Center. “Man in the Galilee” Museum. Place where the ancient boat 

of Galilee is preserved.  

The Arch is a compilation of Jewish-Christian-Muslim elements (and symbols) 
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96. Model of the Boat of Galilee. 

 
97. Preserved 2,000 year old Boat of Galilee.   

The Sea of Galilee Boat also known as the Jesus Boat was an ancient fishing boat from 

the 1st century CE (the time of Jesus Christ), discovered in 1986 on the north-west shore 

of the Sea of Galilee in Israel. The remains of the boat, 27 feet (8.27 meters) long, 7.5 

feet (2.3 meters) wide and with a maximum preserved height of 4.3 feet (1.3 meters), 

first appeared during a drought, when the waters of the Sea (actually a great fresh-water 

lake) receded.  
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98. Welcome to Yardenit, the Baptismal Site on the Jordan River. Located near where 

the clear waters flow from the Sea of Galilee.   

The Jordan River originates above the Sea of Galilee and meanders south through the 

Jordan Valley two hundred miles to end in the Dead Sea. This river lies in the bottom 

of a great canyon called the Jordan Rift, an elongated depression stretching from lower 

southwest Asia Minor (Syria) to the Gulf of Aqaba. 

 
99. Hebrew baptism in the Jordan River, performed by Dr. Ron Moseley.   

According to Dr. Moseley, the Hebrew baptism is described in Matthew 3:16 – 

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.”   

Hebrew ritual bathing was performed by a person going down (fully immersed) and 

 coming straight up out of the water.   

Thus, the baptizer simply said a few words “to fulfill all righteousness”   

and then the participant simply immersed himself –   

according to the rules of ritual bathing. 

The actual Baptism wording used by Dr. Ron Moseley (“the Baptizer”): “In obedience 

to our Lord & Savior, I baptize you, my brother, according to your faith: upon your 

confession in the Name of the Father, the Name of the Son, and the Name Above Every 

Name – the Name of Yeshua Meshiach – for the remission of your sins & to fulfill all 

righteousness in accordance with the biblical text.”   
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100. The Baptismal Site on the Jordan River.   

In Hebrew, Jordan River means “the descender.”   

Pilgrims from far and wide come to the Yardenit, the Place of Baptism, to immerse 

themselves in the holy waters of the River Jordan.   

Jesus’ site of baptism was most probably further south, near the Judean desert. Marian 

told us we would see that site – positioned presently on the Israel-Jordan border near 

Jericho – later on our trip. During the Arab-Israel conflict, the Yardenit site was 

developed by Kibbutz Kinnereth and facilities provided for pilgrims wishing to 

participate in baptism ceremonies. 

 
101. Biblical passage of Baptism in many tongues.   

English: “In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:9-11) 
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102. BET SHE’AN NATIONAL PARK.   

There are traces of an ancient settlement here in the well watered and fertile northern 

part of the Jordan Valley. This Palestinian town is located fifteen miles south of the Sea 

of Galilee and four miles west of the Jordan River. It stood at the eastern end of the 

Jezreel Valley, guarding an important Jordan River crossing. It was one of the key cities 

that developed at points where natural routes connected the highlands to the east and 

west.  

When the Philistines defeated Israel under King Saul at the battle on Mount Gilboa, 

Beth-Shan was a Philistine city. The slain bodies of Saul and his sons were hung on the 

city wall. Saul’s head was displayed in the temple of Dagon, a Philistine deity (1 Samuel 

31:10-13; 2 Samuel 21:12-14; 1 Chronicles 10:8-10). Later, the city became a part of 

David’s kingdom. 

 
103. Amphitheater and surroundings.   

In the 2nd century CE, a Roman hippodrome for horse and chariot races was built 

outside the crowded city about 200 meters south of the theater. In the second half of the 

4th century, the hippodrome was converted into the amphitheater we see today, serving 

as a venue for hunting displays and other entertainment (bloody gladiatorial contests 

were no longer held during this period). Only three rows remain of the original seating, 

which held some 6,000 spectators. 
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104. Model of Beit She’an, the ancient walled Decapolis (one of ten Roman-controlled 

centers) city named Beit She’an (or Scythopolis).   

Excavations by university students during the 1980’s unearthed the Tel Beit She’an and 

the enormous city known as Beit She’an (Greek Scythopolis).   

Beth-Shan received the name of Scythopolis during the Hellenistic period because it 

was settled by a colony of Scythian mercenaries serving the Egyptian king Ptolemy II. 

This strategic site also held an Egyptian military base, which were also located in other 

surrounding areas. Greek deities Dionysus and Zeus had temples built in honor of them. 

Eventually, Beth-Shan became an important administrative center under the rule of the 

Hasmonean kings. It prospered as a member of the league of Greco-Roman commercial 

cities called Decapolis (Matthew 4:25; Mark 7:31) and was the only league member 

west of the Jordan. 
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105. Chart of the Western Bathhouse.   

The bathhouse compound comprised a number of buildings, of which the bathing halls 

were the central feature. The compound included a swimming pool, massage rooms, 

public latrines, and other conveniences. Some of the facilities faced an open courtyard 

(palaestra) paved with mosaic floors. 

 
106. Western Bathhouse.   

This Byzantine bathhouse, covering around 9 dunams, contains hot and tepid bathing 

halls with a heating system (hypocaust). Its walls were coated with colored plaster and 

its floors were paved with marble slabs and mosaics. The main structure opens on all 

sides onto rooms and exedras. Frequent changes made to the building, with the 

funding of the province governors, are documented in Greek dedicatory inscriptions.  

Guide Marian: “The bathhouse was not only a place for a workout. It was also a place 

for debate, a place to practice the art of oratory. Men and women bathed together. In 

the bathhouse, small columns supported a floor -- the purpose being to have 

underground heating. Cold water would be thrown on the floor to get steam.” 
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107. Palladius Street.   

The 150-meter long colonnaded street crossed the city from the slopes of the Tel 

(mound) to the theater. Originally built during the Roman period, the street was 

renovated at the beginning of the Byzantine period (324-638 CE). On its northwest side 

is a covered portico which opens onto a row os shops whose façade was faced with 

marble. A dedicatory inscription from the 4th century CE found in the portico mosaic, 

recounts the construction of the portico in the days of Palladius, governor of the 

province. Thus the road came to be named Palladius Street by excavators. On the 

opposite side of the street, a two-story row of shops was erected on an ancient 

foundation from the Roman period. 
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108. View from Tel Bet She’an.   

Great view of Palladius Street, running from the Tel to the theater. The Western 

Bathhouse is on the right of the street. The Byzantine Agora is on the left of the street. 

  

Beth-Shan contains the ancient tell (mound) from the Old Testament, which towers 

above the city of Scythopolis. Two Egyptian texts found at Tell-el Husn, a mound, 

indicate that this is the same area as Beth-Shan. The tell, or mound, is 213 feet high and 

about one-half mile in circumference at its base. An inscribed stone, called a stele, was 

found at Beth- Shan that tells the story of Seti I’s victory over Habiru. 
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109. View of the Jordan Valley from Tel Bet She’an.   

Settlement of Bet She’an first began in the fifth millennium BCE on the Tel rising to 

the south of the Harod River, in the heart of a fertile area enjoying an abundance of 

water and located on a major crossroads. In the late Canaanite period (16th-12th 

centuries BCE), the city became the seat of Egyptian rule. The Isrealite tribes did not 

succeed in conquering Canaanite Bet She’an. The site was destroyed in 732 BCE, with 

the conquest of the northern part of the country by the Assyrian king, Tiglat-Pilesser 

III. At the end of the 2nd century BCE, the city fell to the Hasmoneans. The city was 

once again dominated by gentiles following the Roman conquest in 63 BCE. As one of 

the ten cities of the Decapolis, it became the most important city in northern Israel. A 

severe earthquake in 749 CE devastated the city.   

Bet She’an has begun to develop and flourish once again since the establishment of the 

State of Israel. The city takes great pride in the impressive remains of the ancient city 

which is slowly being uncovered in its midst. 
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110. View of Silvanus Street (to the left).   

Originally, the street was a Roman road flanked on one side by a monumental 

colonnade. A marble-reveted pool was built parallel to the road. During the Byzantine 

period, this Roman road was overlaid by a new street, and a new hall was erected on 

top of the pool, its ceiling supported by the colonnade. This street was named “Silvanus 

Street” by the excavators after a lawyer named Silvanus, mentioned in inscriptions as 

having been involved in the hall’s construction. 
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111. Paul J. Wigowsky climbs up to the Tel with the “youngsters” in the Pilgrim Tours 

group.  

Bet Shean was on an important junction from which roads fanned out north to Syria, 

east to Jordan, south to Egypt, and west to the Mediterranean. It was at all times a supply 

center for the varied produce growing in the area. Excavations show 18 levels of 

occupation, from the Chalcolithic era (the fourth millennium C) onward. Finds included 

Egyptian temples and several stelae inscribed with hieroglyphic writing. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel111.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel111.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel111.jpg


 
112. At the theater.   

We sang several songs here to an audience of our group. One of the songs was “Down 

by the Riverside.”   

Built in the 1st century CE, the 7,000-seat theater seen today is the product of 

renovations carried out at the end of the 2nd century. It continued to function throughout 

the Byzantine period. The theater had three tiers of seating, of which only the lowermost 

was preserved intact. Rising behind the stage was a 20-meter scaenae frons – an 

elaborate backdrop wall, comprising a row of imported granite and marble columns 

adorned by ornate capitals, a richly decorated entablature and statues. 
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113. Sunrise on the Dead Sea. Sun rises over the eastern hills of ancient Moab – modern 

country of Jordan. The view is from the Leonardo Hotel on the Dead Sea.  

The Dead Sea is both the lowest point in Eurasia at 418 meters (1,371 ft) below sea 

level and falling, and the deepest hypersaline lake in the world at 330 m (1,083 ft) deep 

and 799 m (2,621 ft) below sea level. It is also one of the saltiest bodies of water on 

Earth with a salinity of about 30%. This is about 8.6 times greater than the average 

ocean salinity. It measures 67 kilometers (42 mi) long, up to 18 kilometers (11 mi) wide, 

and is located on the border between the West Bank, Israel, and Jordan, and lies in the 

Jordan Rift Valley. The main tributary is the Jordan River. 

 
114. Getting ready to float in the Dead Sea.   

Tourists flock to its shores to test its incredibly buoyant waters. The lowest body of 

water in the world, it has such a high salt content it is impossible to sink. The water is 

so mineral-laden that it is around 26% solid. The therapeutic qualities of the water and 

its mud have been touted since ancient times, and spas are dotted along its shores. 
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115. Stanley tests the saline waters of the Dead Sea, being careful not to get the salty 

water into his mouth or eyes. 

 
116. Stanley floats effortlessly, like a cork, in the salty water. There are no fish in the 

salty waters. 
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117. Stanley does his gymnastics in the Dead Sea (which is actually a lake, not a sea). 

 
118. Relaxing at the resort. 
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119. Sign on the beach: “Go in Peace” 

 
120. Enjoying the waters of the Dead Sea with my brother Stanley. 
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121. View of the Dead Sea from the Leonardo Hotel.   

The Jordan River is the only major stream flowing into Dead Sea. There are no outlet 

streams. The water level is receding to alarming levels due mostly to irrigation of the 

Jordan River, both in Israel & Jordan. Plans are being discussed to dig a channel from 

the Red Sea, Gulf of Aqaba in order to bring it back to past levels. 

It is important to read Ezekiel’s prophecy regarding this body of water in Ezekiel 47:7-

11 – “When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river. He 

said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, 

where it enters the Sea. When it empties into the Sea, the water there becomes fresh. 

Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large 

numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where 

the river flows everything will live. Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi 

to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—

like the fish of the Great Sea. But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they 

will be left for salt.” 
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122. At the Masada Museum, in memory of Yigael Yadin, funded by the Shuki Levy 

Foundation. 

 
123. Model of Masada.   

This isolated mountain-top fortress about 440 m (1,300 ft) above the banks of the Dead 

Sea was fortified as early as the 1st or 2nd century BC and then enlarged and reinforced 

by Herod the Great, who added two luxurious palace complexes. On Herod’s death the 

fortress passed into Roman hands, but it was captured in AD 66 during the First Revolt 

by Jews of the Zealot sect. After the Romans had crushed the rebels in Jerusalem 

(AD70), Masada remained the last Jewish stronghold. Held by less than 1,000 

defenders, it was under Roman siege for over two years before the walls were breached 

in AD73. 
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124. Painting of what Masada looked like with its walls and mountain-top fortress.  

The cliffs on the east edge of Masada are about 451 m high, dropping off to the Dead 

Sea, and the cliffs on the west are about 100 m high; the natural approaches to the cliff 

top are very difficult. The top of the plateau is flat and rhomboid-shaped, about 600 by 

300 m. There was a casemate wall around the top of the plateau totaling 1400 m long 

and 4 m thick with many  

  https://youtu.be/QOyEIpE6BI0      (Cable Ride up to Masada –   You Tube video)

 
125. On top of the mountain-top fortress  

Masada.   

According to Flavius Josephus, a First 

century Jewish Roman historian, Herod 

the Great fortified Masada between 37 

and 31 BCE as a refuge for himself in 

the event of a revolt. In 66 CE, at the 

beginning of the First Jewish-Roman 

War (also called the Great Jewish 

Revolt) against the Roman Empire, a 

group of Jewish rebels called the Zealots 

(kana'im, "zealous ones", 

commanded by Elazar ben Ya'ir (who may have been the same person as Eleazar ben 

Simon), who objected to Roman rule of Judea (as the Roman province of Iudaea, its 

Latin name) took Masada from the Roman garrison stationed there. In 70 CE, they were 

joined by additional Zealots and their families who were expelled from Jerusalem by 

the other Jews living there shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem (and the Second 

Temple), and for the next two years used Masada as their base for raiding and harassing 

Roman and Jewish settlements alike. 
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126. The site of Masada was identified in 1842 and extensively excavated in from 1963 

to 1965 by an expedition led by Israeli archeologist Yigael Yadin. A pair of cable cars 

now carries those visitors who do not wish to climb the ancient Snake Path, now 

restored on the eastern side of the mountain (access via the Dead Sea road). The area 

remained largely untouched by humans or nature in the past two millennia, due to the 

location's remoteness from human habitation and its arid environment. The Roman 

ramp still stands on the western side and can be climbed on foot.   

Many of the ancient buildings were restored from their remnants, as were the wall-

paintings of Herod's two main palaces, and the Roman-style bathhouses that he built. 

 The synagogue, storehouses, and houses of the Jewish rebels were also found 

and restored. The meter-high circumvallation wall that the Romans built around Masada 

can be seen, together with eleven barracks for the Roman soldiers just outside this wall. 

Water cisterns two-thirds of the way up the cliff drain the nearby wadis by an elaborate 

water system, which explains how the rebels managed to have enough water for such a 

long time. 
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127. A shot of the ramp from the top.   

The rampart was complete in the spring of 73 CE, after approximately two to three 

months of siege, allowing the Romans to finally breach the wall of the fortress with a 

battering ram on April 16. When they entered the fortress, however, the Romans 

discovered that its approximately 1000 defenders had set all the buildings but the food 

storerooms ablaze and committed mass suicide rather than face certain capture or defeat 

by their enemies (which would probably have led to slavery or execution). Because 

Judaism strongly discourages suicide, however, the defenders were reported to have 

drawn lots and slain each other in turn, down to the last man, who would be the only 

one to actually take his own life. The storerooms were apparently left standing to show 

that the defenders retained the ability to live and chose the time of their death over 

slavery.  

This account of the siege of Masada was related to Josephus by two women who 

survived the suicide by hiding inside a cistern along with five children and repeated 

Elazar ben Yair's final exortation to his followers, prior to the mass suicide, verbatim 

to the Romans. 
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128. The place where the Wall of the Fortress was breached.   

In 72 CE, the Roman governor of Iudaea, Lucius Flavius Silva, marched against Masada 

with the Roman legion X Fretensis and laid siege to the fortress. After failed attempts 

to breach the wall, they built a circumvallation wall and then a rampart against the 

western face of the plateau, using thousands of tons of stones and beaten earth. Josephus 

does not record any major attempts by the Zealots to counterattack the besiegers during 

this process, a significant difference from his accounts of other sieges against Jewish 

fortresses, suggesting that perhaps the Zealots lacked the equipment or skills to fight 

the Roman legion. Some historians also believe that Romans may have used Jewish 

slaves to build the rampart, whom the Zealots were reluctant to kill because of their 

beliefs. 
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129. Masada was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2001. Its inscription 

on this prestigious list epitomizes its outstanding universal significance, which must be 

protected for the benefit of all humanity. Masada was the last bastion of Jewish freedom 

fighters against the Romans; its fall signaled the violent destruction of the kingdom of 

Judea at the end of the Second Temple period (70AD). The tragic events of the last days 

of the rebels at Masada transformed it into both a Jewish cultural icon and a symbol of 

humanity’s continuous struggle for freedom from opporession. 

 
130. The story of Masada was recorded  

by Josephus Flavius, who was the 

commander of the Galilee during the 

Great Revolt and later surrendered to the 

Romans at Yodfat. According to 

Josephus, the first fortress at Masada 

was built by Jonathan the High Priest – 

apparently the Hasmonean king 

Alexander Janaeus (103-76 BCE). 

Some scholars tend to identify Jonathan with the brother of Judah the Macabbee, who 

became high priest in 152 BCE.   

Herod, who ruled from 37 BCE to 4 BCE, was well aware of the strategic advantages 

of Masada. He therefore chose the site as a refuge against his enemies, and as a winter 

palace. During his reign, luxurious palaces were built here in addition to well-stocked 

storerooms, cisterns, and a casemate wall. After the death of Herod in 4 BCE, and the 

annexation of Judea to the Roman Empire in 6 CE, the Romans stationed a garrison at 

Masada. 
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131. According to Josephus, Masada was the last rebel stronghold in Judea. In 73 CE, 

the Roman Tenth Legion Fretensis, led by Flavius Silva, laid siege to the mountain. The 

legion, consisting of 8,000 troops among which were auxiliary forces, built eight camps 

around the base, a siege wall, and a ramp made of earth and wooden supports on a 

natural slope to the west. 

 
132. Model of Masada and the Water System/Cisterns. Water cisterns two-thirds of the 

way up the cliff drain the nearby wadis by an elaborate water system, which explains 

how the rebels managed to have enough water for such a long time.   

Guide Marian poured a bottle of water in the grooves (streams or wadis), and we 

watched as the water flowed into the large cisterns (wells) carved into the mountain-

side fortress. 
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133. Water bottles are the source of water for modern-day tourists to Masada. 

 
134. View of the Dead Sea, the Mountains of Moab (Jordan side), and the 

surroundings around Masada. 
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135. Model of the Herod’s magnificent three-tiered northern palace on the cliff of 

Masada.  

Massive fortifications, palaces and storehouses were designed to protect Herod in case 

of protracted war; he also built hanging gardens, a swimming pool, an elaborate bath-

house, vast stores, a synagogue and ritual baths, protecting the whole by sentry towers 

set at intervals along an encircling wall. 

Guide Marian explains: “King Herod the Great was king of the tribe of Judah (Judea). 

He was not a Judean. His mother was from the Naboteans, the ancient people of Edom 

(Idumeans). Herod converted into the Judean religion. He killed off the rightful kings 

(Hasmoneans). He was totally hated by the Jewish population. He married a Jewish 

princess. He was constantly paranoid of his enemies. He was jealous of his wife’s 

activities, and he had her killed. He also killed the high priest Aristophales, and his 

children. However, Herod ruled with the backing of Rome.” 
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136. Storeroom at Masada.   

When the Romans eventually entered the fortress, they found ample stores of show that 

it was not lack of provisions that caused the surrender; otherwise they found nothing 

but piles of corpses and a deathly silence. According to Josephus, two women and five 

children who had been hiding in the cisterns on the mountaintop told the Romans what 

had happened that night, on the 15th of Nissan, the first day of Passover. 

 
137. Josephus relates that one of the first events of the Great Revolt of the Hews against 

the Romans, which broke out in 66 CE, was the conquest of Masada by the Sicarii, a 

group that got its name from a curved dagger, the sica, which they carried. The Sicarii 

were headed by Menahem, son of Judah the Galilean, who was murdered in Jerusalem 

in 66 CE. After the murder, Eleazar Ben Yair fled from Jerusalem to Masada and 

became commander of the rebel community on the mountain. It was a varied group, 

which apparently included Essenes and Samaritans. The last of the rebels fled to 

Masada after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE and joined those already at the 

fortress under the command of Eleazar Ben Yair. 
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138. The story of Masada is a symbol in Jewish history.   

Guide Marian: “The victory does not go to the Romans, for they are gone. The Victory 

goes to the Jews, for they are still here. The battle cry of modern Israel is – Masada 

shall not fall again!”  

 
139. Ride back down the cable car to Masada Museum and Visitor’s Center.  

Reflection on the story of Masada, where the rebel leader Eleazar Ben Yair gave two 

speeches in which he convinced the leaders of the 960 members (or more) of the 

community that it would be better to take their own lives and the lives of their families 

than to live in shame and humiliation as Roman slaves.   

In Josephus’ own words: “They had died in the belief that they had left not a soul of 

them alive to fall into Roman hands. The Romans advanced to the assault … seeing 

none of the enemy but on all sides an awful solitude, and flames within and silence, 

they were at a loss to conjecture what had happened here. Encountering the mass of 

slain, instead of exulting as over enemies, they admired the nobility of their resolve and 

the contempt of death displayed by so many in carrying it, unwavering, into execution.”  

[Josephus Flavius, The Wars of the Jews, VII, 395-406] 
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140. View of a Roman Camp at bottom of the hill.   

The only way up the hill was the narrow Snake Path, tortuously winding up the eastern 

slope of the mountain, from where can be seen the threatening outlines of the Roman 

camp at the base of the hill. Presently, Masada can be reached by climbing the Snake 

Path, by taking the easier ascent along the Roman camp on the west slope, or by taking 

the cable car.  We took the cable car. 

 
141. En (or Ein) Gedi Nature Reserve Map. Recommended trails for walking. 
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142. Poster of a Nubian ibex.   

Ibex says: “I live in herds in steep rocky environments, and I’m very good at mountain 

climbing. My strong muscles enable me to move at ease on what seems an impassable 

cliff, to hop over deep gorges and to jump a great distance. … You can find me in Israel 

in the Judean desert and the Negev area, usually in the vicinity of a water source. Here 

in Ein Gedi, you can see me mostly in the morning and afternoon. You can tell the 

males from the females by their horns. The males have large horns that cut back and 

have big bulges on them. The females’ horns are shorter and thinner.” 

 
143. Poster of a Rock hyrex.   

Hyrex says: “People usually confuse me with the hare. Unlike the hare, I am no runner, 

but I excel when it comes to climbing and jumping among the rocks. You will usually 

see me climbing bushes and trees all the way to the top and reaching the thinnest 

branches. That is because I eat the leaves, fruit and flowers, even if they are toxic to 

others. My fur is thin and short and makes it difficult for me to regulate my body 

temperature. In the morning you can find me lying on the rocks to warm up.” 
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145. The rock hyrex climbing an acacia tree. 

 
144. Beside the Acacia tree, known as the tree of the desert.   

The acacia tree has thorny branches, and it is thought by some scholars to have been 

the branches that made up the “crown of thorns” that was placed on the head of Yeshua. 
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146. Ein Gedi is famous as a lush oasis 

in an otherwise barren landscape. 

Several springs provide plentiful water 

to support a luxuriant mix of tropical 

and desert vegetation. The site is 

mentioned in the Bible for its beauty 

(Song of Songs - 1:14) – “My beloved is 

unto me as a cluster of camphire (henna) 

in the vineyards of En-Gedi.” 

Devotional reading: 1 Samuel 24:1-22 -

- "After Saul returned from pursuing the 

Philistines, he was told, "David is in the 

Desert of En Gedi." So Saul took three 

thousand chosen men from all Israel and 

set out to look for David and his men 

near the Crags of the Wild Goats. 

He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve 

himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. The men said, "This is the day 

the LORD spoke of when he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for 

you to deal with as you wish.'" Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of 

Saul's robe. But then David's conscience began bothering him because he had cut Saul's 

robe. He said to his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, 

the LORD's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD." 

With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And 

Saul left the cave and went his way. Then David went out of the cave and called out to 

Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and 

prostrated himself with his face to the ground. Then he shouted to Saul, "Why do you 

listen to the people who say I am trying to harm you? This day you have seen with your 

own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to 

kill you, but I spared you; I said, 'I will not lift my hand against my master, because he 

is the LORD's anointed.' See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I 

cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that 

I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting 

me down to take my life. May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the 

LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. As 

the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness.’ But my hand 

shall not be against you. . . . When David finished saying this, Saul asked, "Is that your 

voice, David my son?" And he wept aloud. He said to David, “You are more righteous 

than I, for you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil. . . . For if a man 

finds his enemy, will he let him go away safe? So may the LORD reward you with good 

for what you have done to me this day. And now, behold, I know that you shall surely 

be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in your hand.” 
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147. Waterfall at Ein Gedi.   

On the western shore of the Dead Sea about 35 miles southeast of Jerusalem, the 

extreme conditions of the area made habitation prohibitive except near the freshwater 

springs. En-gedi contained a hot water spring coming from the side of a limestone cliff, 

producing semitropical vegetation. This vital oasis was allotted to Judah痴 tribe for an 

inheritance (Jos. 15:62). The area became known for its palms, vineyards, and balsam 

(Sg 1:14; Josephus痴 Antiquities 20.1.2). This ancient site was southeast of the oasis at 

Tell el-Jarn near modern 羨in Jidi. In 2 Chronicles 20:2, En-gedi was called Hazazon-

tamar and was involved in several Old Testament events. Kedorlaomer conquered the 

Amorites here (Gn 14:7); when David fled from Saul he found refuge in the many caves 

of the region (1Sam 23:29); and in Ezekiel痴 vision of Israel痴 restoration, fishermen 

would catch fish from the Dead Sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim (Ez 47:10). 
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148. A Rock Hyrex on the ground. 

 
149. A Nubian Ibex. Male, with big horns. 
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150. Date Palms at Ein Feshka, an ancient place of the Essenes. 

 
151. At the original baptismal site, Bethany Beyond the Jordan.                    
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http://www.your-guide-to-aqaba-jordan.com/bethany-beyond-jordan.html  

Again, hundreds of years passed and John the Baptist appeared at Bethany (Bayt ‘Anya) 

on the far side of the Jordan River (John 1:28 & John 10:40). He continued the path of 

faith and took the mesage from Moses – representative of the Holy Law – and from 

Elijah – representative of the prophets of the Old Testament (Luke 1:17). John was the 

last prophet in the manner of the Old Testament prophets and the first prophet of the 

New Testament. He called the people to repent in preparation for the arrival of Christ, 

the Redeemer, and began to baptize in the Jordan River and the surrounding springs. 

The baptism he administered was a symbol of repentance and belief in God. Fleeing the 

authorities because of his sermons, he made for Bethany beyond the Jordan. He would 

sleep and rest in a cave close to the springs of “Saphsaphas” (what is today known as 

the Valley of Kharrar). The Bible states that here people from Jerusalem, Judea and the 

surrounding regions of the Jordan flocked to John for baptism. Jesus visited John here.  

Jesus left Nazareth, until he reached Bethany beyond the Jordan and went to John for 

baptism. Jesus joined in the line of penitents asking for baptism, yet he was pure, free 

from all sin. He was the one who would say to the Jews, "Who among you can provide 

evidence that I have committed a sin." John knew of Jesus from the revelation and 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit (John 1:32). John, however, objected to baptizing Jesus 

saying, "I am the one that needs you to baptize me!" But upon Jesus' continued 

insistence, John acquiesced and baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. Therefore, the water 

of the Jordan River became holy and all the waters that flow along the baptism site were 

purified, reviving the souls of people at every place and time.   

As Jesus was coming out of the water, he saw the heavens open up and the Holy Spirit 

descending like a dove. He heard a voice from above say, "You are my beloved son 

with whom I am well-pleased." Then the Spirit took Jesus into the wilderness where he 

remained for forty days, and where Satan tempted him. In the wilderness Jesus dwelt 

among the wild beasts, but the angels looked after him.   

After Jesus came back from the wilderness to Bethany beyond the Jordan, He found 

John sitting with two of his students. When John saw Jesus he said to his students, "This 

is the Lamb of God who will take away the sin of the world." (John 1:29) Hearing this, 

the two students decided to follow Jesus and were in turn followed by three others, 

among them Peter.   

Jesus carried the torch of faith from John the Baptist, the torch that had also been carried 

by Moses, Elijah and the other prophets. From Bethany beyond the Jordan Jesus 

declared the good news of God, saying, "The Hour draws near and the Kingdom of God 

is at hand! So, repent and have faith in the good news of God!" 
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152. With Dr. Ron Moseley at the original site of the Baptism of Yeshua.  

BIBLICAL Evidence:  

Wadi al-Kharrar is the modern name for the site of "Saphsaphas", which is depicted on 

the 6th century mosaic map of the Holy Land in Madaba. The site lies east of the Jordan 

River, just west of the village of Al-Kafrayn and within sight of the famous town of 

Jericho west of the river.  

ARCHEOLOGICAL Evidence:  

At the beginning of Wadi al-Kharrar, near the monastic complex, or "Laura", Christian 

pilgrims have traditionally been shown a hill (known as Jabel Mar Elias in Arabic) 

where the Prophet Elijah ascended into heaven. Here, you can see a sanctuary that 

attracted pilgrims well into the medieval period.  

HISTORICAL Evidence:  

The Russian pilgrim Abbot Daniel was impressed by the place and in 1106 he wrote: 

"Not far away from the river, at a distance of two arrow throws, is the place where the 

Prophet Elijah was taken into Heaven in a chariot of fire. There is also the grotto of 

Saint John the Baptist. A beautiful strong fast stream (torrential rain) full of water flows 

over the stones. The water is very cold, has a very good taste and is the water that John 

drank. 

According to Dr. Moseley, the Hebrew baptism is described in Matthew 3:16 – 

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.”  
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153. The Bible clearly identifies the place where John the forerunner started his 

ministry. It is Bethany beyond Jordan. John came in the spirit and strength of Elijah, 

who ascended to Heaven east of the Jordan opposite Jericho. Jesus came to the place 

where John was baptising and was baptized by John. So, were these churches built at 

this particular location to mark this important event??  

Pilgrims' Accounts  

Old pilgrims' accounts show how closely their descriptions matched with what was 

discovered:  

Theodosius (A.D 530) wrote "5 miles north of the Dead sea …In the place where the 

Lord was baptized there is a single pillar and on the pillar an iron cross has been 

fastened, there too is the church of St. John the Baptist, which the Emperor Anastasius 

built: this church is very lofty, being built above large chambers, on account of the 

Jordan when it overflows." The remains of the piers over which the church was built 

was discovered.  

Forty years later (A.D 570) Antoninus of Piacenze added: "By the side of the Jordan, 

where the Lord was baptized, at the place where the water returned to its bed, marble 

steps descend into the water." Remains of the marble steps were found too. 

A 100 years later Arculfus of France (A.D 670) gave important notes, saying: "……At 

the edge of the river is a small square church, built, as is said, on the spot where the 
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garments of the Lord were taken care of at the time when He was baptized. This is 

raised, so as to be uninhabitable, on four stone vaults, standing above the waters which 

flow below." We can see the two northern piers while only the foundations of the 

southern piers where discovered recently. Hence, in plan we have a huge cruciform 

baptismal pool, where pilgrims would descend through the marble steps and be 

baptized. In fact this is the only cruciform baptismal font on earth that used the river 

Jordan water for baptism.   

Other important remains were also found at the site, we can now identify two basilicas, 

partly built on the remains of John the Baptist Church and uniquely designed being 

linked through marble steps to the east linking them with the monumental cruciform 

baptistery that used running water for baptism. Over which the mantle church was built.  

Epiphanius (A.D 750-800) mentioned a huge church (the church of the trinity) being 

built at the bank of the river, a mile west of John the Baptist monastery (Elijah's Hill) 

where he stayed overnight.   

After the destruction of the 4 churches mentioned above, a chapel was built on the 

remains of the northwestern pier. Abbot Daniel (A.D 1106-1107) wrote "The place 

where Christ was baptized is distant from the river Jordan as far as a man can throw a 

small stone. There is a little chapel with an altar. This marks the place where John the 

Forerunner baptized our Lord Jesus Christ."   

The succession of uniquely designed churches at the edge of the river then, is testimony 

to the forces of nature and to the determination of the believers to build unique 

memorials at the spot they believed Jesus was baptized. To our excitement, our 

questions were answered and the rediscovery was complete. 



 
154.  The Baptism Site, also known as Al Maghtas in Arabic, is becoming an 

increasingly popular destination for hundreds of thousands of Christian pilgrims, 

especially during Epiphany and pilgrimage day, according to the JTB (Jordan Times).  

This point on the eastern bank of the Jordan River, where John the Baptist lived, is 

considered one of the most significant religious discoveries in biblical archaeology. 

Excavations have already uncovered more than 20 churches, caves and baptismal pools 

dating from the Roman and Byzantine periods. It is also the river in which John baptized 

Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17). John 1: 28 – “This all happened at Bethany on the other side 

of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.” 

Devotional Reading and Singing: Elisha followed Elijah to the Jordan River, where he 

watched Elijah ascend into heaven by a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:6-12). I lead the group 

in singing the favorite Negro spiritual song:   

Swing low, sweet chariot,  

Comin' for to carry me home;  

Swing low, sweet chariot,  

Comin' for to carry me home.  

I looked over Jordan,  

And WHAT did I see,  

Comin' for to carry me home,  

A band of angels comin' after me,  

Comin' for to carry me home. 
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155. The Qumran Caves are a series of caves, some natural, some artificial, to be found 

around the archaeological site of Qumran. It is in a number of these caves that the 

famous Dead Sea Scrolls were found. The limestone cliffs above Qumran contain 

numerous caves that have been used over the millennia: the first traces of occupation 

are from the Chalcolithic period then onward to the Arab period. The artificial caves 

relate to the period of the settlement at Qumran and were cut into the marl bluffs of the 

terrace on which Qumran sits.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qumran_Caves 

Guide Marian: “New Discoveries suggest that Qumran was a pottery-making 

workshop, not a Scriptorium where the Dead Sea Scrolls were produced. The new 

evidence is based on the pools that had silt deposits from the pottery-making process. 

However, it should be said that in Jewish society, all things are open for discussion. 

And in Israel, things change every ten years. Therefore, stay tuned for new discoveries.” 
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156. On the north side of the Wadi Qumran, about one mile south of Cave I, lay the 

ruins of a Jewish monastery known as Khirbet Qumran. Khirbet Qumran was first 

investigated in 1949 by archaeologists Harding and de Vaux. The Jordanian 

Archaeological Museum and the Ecole Biblique conducted more investigation in 1951. 

They uncovered the main building and concluded that it was the center of a well- 

organized community. Most of the 200 to 400 people who lived in Qumran, lived in 

tents or in nearby caves. A large cemetery was located to the east toward the Dead Sea. 

It was announced by De Vaux that Khirbet Qumran was the headquarters of a Jewish 

sect called the Essenes. 

 
157. Dated back to the eighth and  

seventh centuries BC, investigations at 

this site have shown that it was lived in 

several times. Some have suggested that 

the buildings may have been built 

during the reign of King Uzziah (2 

Chronicles 26:10). There is more 

evidence of people living on the site 

during the Greco-Roman period. 

A major settlement began shortly before 100 BC, in the time of Hycranus I, and ended 

with an earthquake in 31 BC. There was probably settlement in the area again in about 

the time of death of Herod the Great (4 BC). The area was then captured by the Romans 

in AD 68. A Roman garrison remained there until about AD 90. Jewish rebels then used 

the site as a base during the second revolt against the Romans under Bar-Kochba in Ad 

132-135. 
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158. The largest building was the main assembly hall. Much pottery was found, some 

of which was used for housing the scrolls, which were copied in the writing room. There 

were no manuscripts found in the ruins of Khirbet Qumran, however, the pottery was 

very similar to that in which the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in Cave I. This clearly 

shows that there is a link between the ruins and the manuscripts. Small plaster tables or 

benches, together with inkwells dating from Roman times, were also found during 

excavation in the writing room, or scriptorium. 

 
159. The Ritual Bath area, used by Essenes in their Ritual cleansing rituals.  

The elaborate water system in the area had many round and rectangular cisterns that 

collected water from the mountains to the west, probably used for ritual purifications 

and baptism by the Qumran group. Hundreds of coins from the Greco-Roman period 

have also helped in telling us when the area was occupied. ‘Ain Feshka, an oasis and 

spring about two miles to the south, was probably used as an agricultural outpost of 

Khirbet Qumran. 
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160. The heaped-up ruins of Qumran at the foot of bleak, cavern-pitted cliffs aroused 

no particular attention until 1947, when two Bedouin shepherd boys found seven 

earthenware jars containing priceless biblical manuscripts. Sensing that they might have 

monetary value, the Bedouins took some of the linen-wrapped rolls to Bethlehem. 

Further searches uncovered a wealth of parchment fragments and scrolls which were 

hidden two thousand years ago. The ancient community of Qumran was described by 

Josephus, Pliny and Philo and has been identified with the Essenes, a monastic 

brotherhood which devoted itself to asceticism. They probably lived in caves and tents 

and were celibate. Ritual purification was an essential part of their lives. 

 
161. The Scrolls Cave.   

Bedouins discovered this cave in August 

of 1952. Fourteen thousand fragments 

of scrolls were unearthed as they sifted 

through the dust within. Archaeologists, 

who reached the cave later, uncovered 

an additional 1,000 fragments. 

Scholars believe that a Roman soldier who entered the cave in 68 CE tore the scrolls 

intentionally, and that later, ravages by animals and climate inflicted further damage. 

As research proceeded, the fragments of these scrolls were pieced together to produce 

530 different scrolls. Publication of these scrolls was completed in 2001. 
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162. The Caves of Qumran.   

Among the treasures found was the unique Copper Scroll, describing the Temple 

treasures and listing the places of their concealment, and the Temple Scroll about the 

Temple itself. Some of the scrolls contain the oldest existing Old Testament texts; parts 

of all books were found as well as some books of the Apocrypha, showing that the texts 

have not basically changed in two thousand years. Other scrolls are sectarian works 

describing the sect’s code of ethics and beliefs. One of the most fascinating describes 

the War between the Sons of Darkness and Light before the start of the Messianic Age. 

Some of the scrolls are housed in the Shrine of the Book in the Israel Museum. 
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