PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND: ISRAEL
CHAPTER 7 – Jerusalem: Mount of Olives – Garden of Gethsemane –
Mount Zion - Abraham’s Tent
[Bus ride to Jerusalem]
Marian: “Abraham comes from the Hebrew word ‘Aphar’ - to go over the
river – the one who came over the river. Remember, he comes from Chaldea, he
crosses the river Euphrates or Tigris – he’s the one who comes over the river.
[tourists see more camels along the road]
“Hebrew is a Semitic language, a daughter of the Akkadian language – we
actually have a lot of words that are very similar, in Akkadian. Only the
Akkadians wrote in cuneiform. And we had a script that was known as the protosinaitic, which is a wrong name today, but a Sinai script – a form of Semitic
writing. And we also know that the Old Testament – as you call it, like the Bible –
was written first in that kind of script. The script of Hebrew that we have today is
a script that we brought back from Babylon with us. The letters have been changed
from the early script.
“Abraham can’t be of the children of Israel because Israel hadn’t been born
yet. He can’t be Jewish because there was no Judean tribe yet. So Abraham is
Hebrew. Very often the Jewish people are called the Hebrews.
[See different license plates on cars – explanation – “If you are living in the
West Bank, and you are Arab, you will have a green number plate. If you are ….
White number plate…] ?? --- driving on new highway to Jerusalem. See ‘sights’
along the road.
Marian: “I thought it would be really nice for the men in the bus to know
what things were like in the good old days. (laughter) Now we have matriarchal,
where women are in charge. So, in a patriarchal society, women do all the hard
work. The men do absolutely nothing. [Stan: “You got that.”] Women would fetch
the water – and if that was Megiddo, that was tremendous. The women would look
after the sheep and goats. The women make the tents. The women, of course, cook
and clean. They look after the children. What does a man do? A lot of talking with
the other men. Absolutely nothing. [Kim: “And that’s why it changed.”] And
worse is to come. Women had no rights – they couldn’t say or decide, or object.
[Kim: “Again why it changed.”]
“I just heard Tony say, ‘Stop the bus, I want to get off.’ [Female: “Don’t
bother stopping, he’ll just get off.”] (laughter)

“So this is a primitive way of life, but it doesn’t mean it’s not a civilization.
It’s a civilization, but very different. And now we’re seeing more Bedouins who
lived in tents. And shanty towns. You can see them parking their cars there. (on
the right) You see on the left some sheep and goats. Keep your cameras ready –
you’ll see more, here on the left and here on the right. So you sort of have your
tents, and you have the shack with you – and the reason they’re beginning to settle
is because we have built on these roads petrol stations. There’s a big encampment
coming up. And I’ve asked Musa (the driver) to go a little slower. [Wilfred: “Nice
tractor” - about a dilapidated tractor] On the left hand side – and they have the
water tanks beside their tents so they don’t have to go from water hole to water
hole. Look at the sheep and goats.
“OK, men. Are all the men looking on the left? All the men are looking on
the left? [Wilfred: “Yep.” The others are silently observing.] Good. Men, that’s
what things are like when you’re in charge. (uproarious laughter from the women,
with applause)
Kim: “Oh, was that a good one.”
Paul: “That was a low blow.”
Steven: “Yeh, it was.”
Paul: “There won’t be a generation of children for many years.”
Steven: “Yeh, really.”
Marian: “In a moment on the left hand side – and we’ll talk more about the
Bedouin tomorrow, because we’re coming back to this area – coming up on the
left hand side is the traditional site of the Inn of the Good Samaritan. [Khan alAhmar]

Drive to Mount of Olives. View from the road of eastern side.
“Now we’re at the highest point between the Jericho-Jerusalem road.
Jerusalem is straight ahead of us, and we can see the tops of some churches on the
hill – the Mount of Olives, actually. And here on the left is the traditional site of
the Inn of the Good Samaritan (Khan al-Ahmar). It’s a very interesting site – 4th
century tradition – because just to the right of us is a very deep valley, which was
the pilgrim road up to Jerusalem. So you’ll see a large valley that falls off to the
right. You’ll also see that valley tomorrow when we go to Abraham’s tent. So the
pilgrim road is down there. And it makes a lot of sense to have your inn up here,
because you need a place that could be fortified, that you could guard. So it’s
highly possible that was an inn in the time when people were coming up from
Jericho up to Jerusalem.
“You remember I was explaining that in the Galilee, the people would come
from the Galilee, cross the Jordan, go on this eastern bank, and then cross back
over the river to go up to Jerusalem. Remember, I explained they didn’t come
through the Samaritan mountains. So, on the road from Jericho to Jerusalem
there was a man laying wounded, and the reason that this parable comes about is
because – I had explained yesterday – the Samaritans were enemies of the Judeans.
When you say ‘the Good Samaritan,’ it means all the others are not.
“So here on the right hand side you see another large encampment. And you
can see they already have trees growing.”

Person: “What does Bedouin mean?”
Marian: “Bedouin means desert, people of the desert. And the sheep and
goats are their livelihood. And what they used to do was go from water hole to
water hole with the sheep and goats, and every time an area was eaten empty, they
would move on to another area. Look on the left – another pasture area.
Originally, all the Bedouin come from Arabia, and it’s just a question of how far
north they get.”
Leslie leads the group in a song: “Blessed Assurance” -Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
Refrain:
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Another Devotional song led by Leslie:
O let the Son of God enfold you
With His Spirit and His love
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul
O let Him have the things that hold you
And His Spirit like a dove
Will descend upon your life and make you whole
Jesus, O Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, O Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Marian: “Thank you, Leslie, for leading us in such a wonderful devotional
time. Another song?”
Leslie: “We can sing ‘He has made me Glad.’ (as we enter the City of
Jerusalem)
I will enter his gates with
Thanksgiving in my heart
I will enter his courts with praise
I will say this is the day that the

Lord has made
I will rejoice for he has made me glad
He has made me glad
He has made me glad
I will rejoice for he has
Made me glad.
He has made me glad
He has made me glad
I will rejoice for he has
Made me glad
[Entrance into Jerusalem]
Marian: “Jerusalem is the holiest city in the world for Jewish people, the
holiest city in the world for Christianity, and then it’s the third holiest city in the
world for the Muslim religion. Three of the world’s monotheistic religions – and
Jerusalem is their center.
“Now, if you’re religious, you don’t have the problem discovering why
Jerusalem is the capital, and why CNN is so busy with it all the time. When you
are religious, your problem is solved, because it’s written for you in Scripture. God
says, ‘This is where I choose to put my name – names and words are very valuable
things in the ancient world. This is where God chose. And I work, also, with a lot
of non-religious people, and then I simply ask them a question: ‘If it’s not the hand
of God, please tell me what it is?’
“Look to your right – (response, “Wow”). Now, the gold dome that you can
see is a mosque, but it stands where the temple stood. It’s a visual aids course
today, children – so the city will become a little clearer to you. First big surprise
when you come to Jerusalem – you see the greenery, and the trees, and the shrubs,
and the flowers – and then you find that this is a city of the desert.”
[Stan wants to know how much of Jerusalem we’re going to see. ‘All of it,’ I
reply. ‘All of it?’ he asks skeptically. I think he knows I was exaggerating.]
“We’ll be going to some churches, so we need to be dressed modestly. Now,
look at all the olive trees here, and just try to imagine – visualize, not houses that
we’re going to see, but just a mountain covered with olives. And that’s how it gets
the name Mount of Olives. All the prophecies say in the Bible, ‘the Messiah will
enter over the Mount of Olives.’ If Yashoua (another pronunciation I keep hearing
Marian say) is the Messiah, he must enter over the Mount of Olives. So the Mount

of Olives is the entranceway of Yoshua into Jerusalem. And we will be going down
a path called ‘Palm Sunday Road,’ because that is the entrance of Yoshua into
Jerusalem.
“The mount is sacred for a few other things. First of all, forty days after the
crucifixion, Yoshua (Yo-shu-a) went to heaven from here. It is a large bell tower –
on the left – which is marking the site of an orthodox church. You know that
Orthodox and Catholic usually don’t generally agree on sites. You remember,
maybe, what I told you about the well and the house, that the Orthodox accept the
well of Nazareth, and the Catholic accept the house of Mary. So here too, they have
slightly different areas for the ascension – which does not mean that Yoshua would
come twice, just that the Christian communities have not agreed on the exact spot.
Unfortunately, the Catholic site has become a mosque. So, I’m not going to take
anyone into a mosque. What they show is a footprint in the mosque – of Yoshua –
which means somebody decided that he must have pressed down a bit, you know,
and left a footprint. And then, it was like ‘beam me up, Scotty’ – I don’t know.
(Ken laughs, someone else guffaws, and a third says, ‘Sasquatch’) That’s how they
explain the footprint.
“But – so you’ll know – this mountain is a sacred mountain. What we have is
a little Muslim village on top of it – and just visualize nothing, visualize empty, and
you have what it was like in the time of Yoshua.
“Now, these buses are stopping here at the mosque to show the tourists the
footprint in the rock. By the way, it was typical in the Middle Ages to show
footprints and handprints – and there is another footprint not far away from here,
the footprint of Mohammed when he went up to heaven from the dome, the
mosque area, and they show his footprint there. So it’s very much a Middle Age
thing – imprints in the rock, very popular. So the little mosque (on the left) and
the minaret – and you see the holy symbols of the Muslim religion, which is a
crescent or a full moon. When you see a circle on top of a mosque, it’s simply the
full moon. Sometimes you’ll see a crescent, and sometimes you’ll see a full moon.

Mount of Olives, Church of the Ascension. Currently run by the Muslims, thus
our guide Marian did not take us inside. This was the place where Jesus ascended
into the heavens. There is a footprint marking the spot!
“When we talk about rediscovering the Holy Land, it begins in the 1860s.
And by the 1880s, there’s lots of foreign powers buying land here. You see the
French flag – up ahead of us – that was brought by French Catholics, and there
they mark the site of the Prayer of Our Father (Paternoster). According to a late
tradition, this is where Yoshua taught the prayer Our Father. In Latin –
Paternoster. So the church is called Paternoster. There’s a cave inside, and they
imagine Yoshua would have sat in the cave to teach the prayer. Not a very strong
tradition, but possible. And we’ll talk about what is a strong tradition, what is a
good tradition, and what is not.
“Start getting ready.”
[We leave the bus, and start the walking tour down the Palm Sunday Road.
Before Stan leaves the bus -- on numerous occasions -- he tries to exit through the
window. I wonder if it's a perception that he thinks he's in a car and the door to
exit should be beside the window that he's sitting next to. It's amazing to see how
the mind makes up its own version of what is real.]
“The Dome of the Rock mosque – where Mohammad ascended to heaven –
was built in the seventh century. And it’s still standing from the seventh century.
That’s what you see right now. What would you have seen if you had stood here

2,000 years ago? Well, do you see the wall from the old city? Well, that wall was
the wall of the temple. If you had stood here 2,000 years ago, -- I’ll do it on the
white background. [Marian shows the transformation from the mosque to the
former temple on a white background – a picture transformation] So that the wall
here was the eastern wall of Temple Mount. And this gateway—which is blocked—
is the eastern gateway.
“Now, we are on a slope of the Mount of Olives, going down. So when you
came down the Mount of Olives, you go into Jerusalem from the East Gate. That’s
the gate, therefore, through which the Messiah will be coming. The Messiah must
come down the Mount of Olives – he’s going to go through the Eastern Gate. We’ll
talk more about that gate later.

On Mount of Olives, looking toward the Old City of Jerusalem in the background.
The prominent feature of the view is the Dome of the Rock, the Muslim mosque
that now stands on the Temple Mount where the Temple of Solomon and the
Second Temple once stood.
The mountain is first mentioned in the Bible when King David, fleeing from
Absalom, “went up by the ascent of Mount Olivet” (2 Samuel 15:30). During
Second Temple times, Jewish pilgrims would bring their red heifers here to be
burnt for the ashes of purification (Leviticus 16; Heb. 9:13) and signal fires were
lit at the new moon to inform Jews of the new month’s coming. Here Ezekiel
viewed the heavenly chariots, and Zechariah (14:4) prophesied the End of Days:
“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives.”

“So, the story of Jerusalem begins with a wonderful little king called David.
You know this guy? He plays the harp, kills the giant, calls a married woman to
his palace – well. (laughter) So David becomes king of the Israelite tribes – he has
to unite them. And to unite them he gives them a common capital. And the capital
he gives them was not in any tribal area. And because it’s not in any tribal area, it
can be for everyone. If it was in a tribal area, the other tribes would say, that’s
theirs. You can equate it by thinking of the capital of America. Is that in any state?
[Answer: No] Because? If it was in any state, they would say that’s theirs, it’s not
ours. So it’s exactly the same. David understood that 3,000 years ago. So he choose
a little nonstrategic place; he chose a little hill that I’m going to show you a little
closer in a moment.
“So take a line now from the gold dome to the left, and you come to a black
dome. The black dome is the Al-Aqsa mosque, and it marks where Mohammed
prayed. Now the gold dome marks where Mohammed went up to heaven. But you
know as well as I know – there’s going up to heaven, and there’s going up to
heaven, right? One, you go up and that’s it, you’re there. The other one is, you go
up and you come back down. That’s what happened here. He goes up, he speaks
to God, and then he comes back down. And then he prays. So the black dome is
where Mohammed prays. It’s called Al-Aqsa [Al-Aqsa Mosque ("The Farthest
Mosque")] – for Muslims that’s the holy site. So if you have a rebellion, it’s called
the Al-Aqsa rebellion.
[The Second Intifada, also known as the Al-Aqsa Intifada, began in late September
2000-when Ariel Sharon visited Temple Mount and claimed it was in Israel’s
hands, and ended roughly around 2005]
“By the way, just above that you can see a white dome – that’s the largest
synagogue in the city.
[The Hurva Synagogue, (Hebrew: Beit ha-Knesset ha-Hurba, lit. "The Ruin
Synagogue"), also known as Hurvat Rabbi Yehudah he-Hasid ("Ruin of Rabbi
Judah the Pious"), is a historic synagogue located in the Jewish Quarter of the Old
City of Jerusalem.]
“And now you can hear the Muslims calling to prayer (loudspeakers). And I
got to tell you guys, every year it gets louder. Every year it gets louder. First they
used to call out on their own, then they called out with the loudspeakers, and now
they televise them.
“So, we’re going to see now four domes. The gold dome is the mosque where
Mohammed went up to heaven. But I’ve showed you that where the mosque stands
is exactly where the temple once stood. Just behind that is a gray dome – and that
marks where the six denominations of Christianity accept as the site of the

crucifixion and the resurrection. So, if you are Catholic, Orthodox, Armenian,
Jacobite-Syrian, Ethiopian or Coptic – you’re going to accept that as the site of the
crucifixion and the site of the resurrection. However, if you are Protestant, you’re
going to have to go outside the (old) city – where we are going on our last day to
the Garden Tomb – and it’s not really a place I can easily show you from here. But
it’s going to be outside the city walls of today. So the four domes that you can see
are: the Dome of the Rock mosque, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer – for our Lutheran friends on the tour – and
then the white dome for the largest synagogue in the city. And the smaller dome
of the Al-Aqsa mosque.
“Now, Mohammed is born in Mecca, dies in Medina – what on earth is he
doing going up to heaven here (in Jerusalem)? Born in Mecca, dies in Medina –
the religion is for the Arab people. What’s he doing going up to heaven from here?
We’ll start like this – it’s going to take a few minutes, then I’ll move on to another
place – the Muslim religion is a continuation of the Jewish and Christian religions.
It’s a continuation. The Muslims never said that the Jewish religion was wrong or
that the Christian religion was wrong. They said: ‘The Jewish religion received
part of God’s truth, the Christian religion received part of God’s truth, and we
received the final truth.’ And then they prove it by saying, ‘And we have all the oil
to prove it.’ (laughter) So, if anyone has to be angry about the ozone layer being
eaten away, you can blame them. (laughter)
“So, because of the holiness of Jerusalem – and I’m not going to finish the
explanation here, I’m just starting the explanation here – because of the sacredness
of Jerusalem, the Muslims have Mohammed going up to heaven from the same
city that was holiest for Jewish, and holiest for Christian. And it’s also the way
Mohammed got here. He was on this horse that had the tail of a peacock and the
head of a woman – and I don’t want any jokes about the head of a woman thing,
ok (laughter) –
[Al Buraq is an angelic female being with the head of a woman, the body of a horse
and a peacock's tail, who carried the Prophet Muhammad, on the Miraj, the Night
Journey, through the Seven Heavens to Jerusalem. … an instance of the Feminine
Divine in Islam]
http://www.harekrsna.de/artikel/islam-al-buraq.htm
Steven: “It speaks for itself.”
Marian: “I knew that was coming. (laughter) Anyway, that’s a fabulous
animal that brings him here. It’s a very unusual story. So, Mohammed unites the
people. His city is down on the lowest hill – if you take a line from the black dome,
you see the wall below it, then you see a road, and beyond the road are some houses,

and where you see the houses is the City of David. Now, don’t worry that all of this
is a bit confusing for now – this is just our beginning. And I’m just giving you
things that you’ll be able to build on.
‘Now, the first most important thing that I want to tell you about Jerusalem,
is that if you want to understand this city – it’s a city built on two hills: a low
eastern hill, which is the one opposite us, and you see how in the distance it gets
higher, that’s the high western hill. A city built on two hills: low eastern, high
western. David’s city begins in the low eastern hill and develops up the highest
part of the low eastern hill – I’m going to explain later how, and then the city
develops on to the western hill. So those are our first pointers.
“The eastern wall at the base – and you can see the excavation from where
we’re standing, the base of the wall – because where you see all those tombs, the
Muslim cemetery on the other side, where you see land has already been built up,
and we can see the base of the wall, which has the original 2,000 year old masonry
there. We’re going a little closer, and we’ll get another angle, and you’ll take
pictures – and another angle, and more pictures. So, let’s move on slowly.” (down
the steep hill)
Question about the tombs.
Marian: “In the Jewish religion, you couldn’t bury inside the city, so you
buried outside the city. But there’s a reason why Jewish people are buried here in
ancient times – and that’s because the valley opposite us is called the Valley of
Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat comes from the Hebrew word, ‘God will judge.’ That’s
the valley of the final judgment. At the end of days.”
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_Josaphat]

Legend - and Jewish tradition - tells that the Messiah will enter the Temple Courts
through the now-blocked Eastern Gate (Golden Gate) opposite the mountain. For
this reason, throughout the ages pious Jews have chosen to be buried here so as to
be among the first to follow the Messiah on the Day of Redemption.
Pilgrim: “The valley of Cedron (Kidron)?”
Marian: “Kidron is the continuation. So, from where the road is roughly –
from where the bend in the road is – that part of the valley is called Kidron. Kidron
is the slope of the City of David. Now, we can see better the City of David – it’s
from the wall of the city and everything sloping down. That is very unstrategic, so
why would anybody put their city down there, to start with? I mean, David
conquers the city in the Book of Samuel, so why would he have a city down there?
Why not have your city up here? It’s more strategic. And the answer is: water.
You build your city where the water is. The water is down there – your city is down
there. Strategic comes afterwards.
“So, down there is the Kidron spring. And the question came up: ‘What’s
down there now?’ Well, everything is still there – and being excavated. It’s an
archaeological park. It’s a wonderful place to visit. But it’s extremely difficult to
go through, and you have to be very fit to go through it. And you have to have at
least another two days on your itinerary. So next time you come back – add on
those two extra days and visit the City of David.

“So, City of David – we said it’s outside today, because these walls are Muslim
walls from 400 years ago. And they took a different line for their walls. The walls
of the city have been changing according to the needs of the city over all the
generations. Now, we said David conquered the city to make it the capital. But he
did a lot more than that. He had a wonderful understanding – not just military –
of how to unite the people. And he thought that the best way to unite them was to
give them something common in their common capital. So this is a capital for all
the tribes – that’s already something new to them, since each one of them had its
own capital. And now he does something amazing. Anybody got any idea what he
does now? He decides on the city and then he ….”
Ellen: “He brings the Ark of the Covenant.”
Marian: “He brings the Ark of the Covenant -- two points for Ellen.
(laughter) No, no, 2,000 points. And that’s amazing, because the Ark of the
Covenant had been resting on a hilltop outside Jerusalem, and almost forgotten.
That was the most sacred item for the Jewish people. So you remember how they
went after it in the desert, and how they went to war with it – until the Philistines
conquered it and captured it. So David knows that’s a unifying factor. And he
brings the ark to the city, but he’s not allowed to build the temple.
“The one who builds the temple will be Solomon. Now, where would Solomon
put his temple? At the highest part of David’s city. It also happened to be where
God told him to. So, if that’s the City of David down there – see the low houses –
see how higher the area of the gold dome is? So that would be the highest part of
the City of David. In David’s time there was no building there – it was originally a
threshing floor. And it had been a threshing floor because it was the highest part,
and you get the best wind there – for throwing up the wheat, and letting the chaff
fly off. So there was nothing there. So David could buy it. He buys it, and Solomon
builds the first temple there. It’s very important to remember – not to forget – that
the temple is built to house the ark. The ark is understood – not as the box that
holds the ten commandments, not because it has the manna, not because it has the
budding rod of Aaron – but it’s understood as the seat of the spirit of God. So that
means the temple is where the Spirit of God rests.
“You know, as well as I do, that God does not need a building. But we do.
And certainly ancient man did. Modern man, of course, we’ve developed, and
today we do not need something physical. But in ancient times they did. They
needed to see something. And so that temple was their meeting place – of the
Jewish people – with the Spirit of God. That means – it makes no difference in the
Jewish religion if the temple is there or not. The Spirit of God is always going to
be there. So that is the holiest place in the world for the Jewish people, but when

we pray, we don’t go on to Temple Mount. We go just below it. We go to the wall
parallel to this wall. So, the wall opposite is the eastern wall of the city of
Jerusalem. But it’s part of an enormous esplanade that we haven’t begun to talk
about. And the esplanade has another wall on the other side which is known as the
western wall. You know it as the …”
Response: “Wailing Wall.”
Marian: “And we pray at the other side of Temple Mount. And when we get
to the western wall, I will explain all this again. And tomorrow we have a visit to
the archaeological excavations of the southern part of the western wall – at the
southern wall, and the steps that went up to the temple. And we’ll get all that clear
in our minds. But for now, you’re beginning to understand that this is where the
temple stood and was the meeting place between the Jewish people and the Spirit
of God. Which is why Jesus, as a Jewish person, will come to Jerusalem – like all
the other people – to meet with the Spirit of God. And you have no idea what a
relief it is – in these times – to be able to say Jesus was Jewish and not have
everybody say: ‘What? How can that be?’ If you said forty years ago that Jesus
was Jewish, people would say, ‘That’s not possible. His mother was blonde and
had blue eyes.’ (laughter)
Ellen: “Marian, that doesn’t look like the highest point in the city. Maybe it’s
visual.”
Marian: “We have a model of Jerusalem, and it will become much clearer.”
Pilgrim: “Where do you think it (the ark) is today?”
Marian: “Personally, I have no idea. But it’s a very good question. Some say
it’s somewhere in Ethiopia. We’ll talk about that in a minute. Let’s go somewhere,
where it’s shady. (Marian doesn’t like standing out in the sun)
[Mount of Olives (tour of area continues) - area of cemetery & tombs]
Marian: “This tomb area is where you lay the body – that low area there. The
body is laid there. There is room for several people there. So if people die in the
same year, there’s room for several of them there. Then, at the end of a year, you
take the bodies and you put them in a box, and then in the niches.
Dr. Ron Moseley: “Marian, may I say something?”
Marian: “With pleasure, you’ve been so quiet the last few days.”

Dr. Ron Moseley: “There’s a story where a man comes on his way from
Jerusalem for the Tabernacles (feast), and he says, ‘Can I first bury my father?’
And Jesus says, ‘No.’ Several red flags ought to go up to you: number one, they
don’t leave the house for a week – Shabbat; and number two, they have to bury
them that day, and he would have been still with his family; and number three,
Jesus would have never said to break the fifth commandment, which is ‘Honor
your father and mother,’ and part of that was first-born son. What was happening
was: Why would Yeshua say no? ‘Let the dead bury the dead’ (Matthew 8:22) – if
you want redemption, follow me. Jerusalem Talmud says, 200 BC to almost 200
AD, they use ossuaries – just as Marian said.
“But, the kicker to it was: they loved to bring the boxes – after that year and
a half, after the flesh was rotted away, because flesh was a picture of sin. But that
was not only the Christians. The Sadducees and others, Herodians and others,
believed only when all the flesh was deteriorated from the bones could they gather
and put them in the box. Only then, it says, ‘could the first-born of the father
rejoice that his father’s sins were forgiven’ – cause the flesh had been gone.
“And when they come to Jesus, he’s really asking about a secondary burial,
which wasn’t scriptural. It’s not going to hurt anything, but Jesus said, ‘No, let
those who don’t believe in my redemption to go get it through that flesh way.’ But,
those who do – Jesus never said you can’t go bury your father, but he would have
said, ‘No, that’s a secondary burial, and that is not the route to redemption.”
Marian: “I think that’s very important, because sometimes people do get
upset with that sentence. How could it be? It sounds irreverent. Thank you so
much for the explanation. [view some more of the cemetery] See the niches in the
wall? You get an idea of a family being buried here.”

[walk further down the Palm Sunday Road]
“We’re on our way down the Mount of Olives. Opposite us we can see the
wall, which is the wall of the old city today. This was built 400 years ago by my
uncle Suleiman the Magnificent. (laughter) Just checking if you’re listening.”
[Stan: “What language is that?” referring to the ‘Suleiman’ name]
Marian: “The Ottoman Turkish Empire.”
[Stan: “OK.”]
Marian: “He found Jerusalem in a decline, and he wanted to make it more
beautiful. He built those walls, but he was Muslim. He knew all Jewish and
Christian traditions, both for the Jewish and the Christian religion – the Messiah
must enter over the Mount of Olives and into the eastern gate, so he blocked it. It’s
closed.”

Leslie: “Who did that?”
Marian: “Sulieman the Magnificent. The Muslim ruler of Jerusalem – 400
years ago – built the walls. He built eight gates in the walls – seven you can go in
and out. This one (eastern gate) he blocked. His idea was that if the gate is blocked,
he will be able to prevent a Jewish or Christian Messiah from coming in.
Personally, I don’t see how it’s going to help. (laughter of approval) Why they’re
so worried is because – when the Messiah, Jewish or Christian – you know in the
Jewish religion the Messiah has not yet come – so Jewish and Christian religions
are both waiting for the Messiah.”
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suleiman_the_magnificent, reigning Sultan of the
Ottoman Empire, from 1520 to his death in 1566]
Paul: “That’s right.”
Marian: “But, of course, in Christianity it’s the Second Coming. Now, that
could be a problem. Because when the Messiah comes, Jewish people would think
it’s theirs, and Christian people would think it’s theirs. So, I’ve lived in Jerusalem
a long time, and we were very worried about this. So we prepared a question. So
when the Messiah comes, we’ll go to him and say, ‘Is this your first time or your
second time?’ (laughter)
[Proceed down Mount of Olives to Dominus Flevit church]

One of the Italian architect Antonio Barluzzi’s last assignments before his death
was the Franciscan chapel of Dominus Flevit, built in 1956 on the ruins of a
Byzantine church. Here Jesus is said to have wept as he foresaw the doom of
Jerusalem and accordingly, the church is in the shape of a tear.
“My dears, we’re on the road down towards the temple – the road that all
people took when they came in from Jerusalem, the Palm Sunday road – and in a
moment we’ll talk about this church. But first, we have a reading with Dennis
Elhard:
Dennis: “If you’ll turn in your Bibles to Luke 19, chapter 28, we’ll be reading
from verses 28 to 44. I don’t have a strong voice, so I hope you can hear me. I’m
going to have some competition, I guess. (from the mass going on in the Dominus
Flevit church) Luke 19, beginning at verse 28, the recording of the triumphant
entry:
28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
Now we know why he was going up to Jerusalem – he was coming from Jericho.
29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called
Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village in front of you,
where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie
it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say
this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went away and found
it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has need of
it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set

Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As
he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all
the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of
the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 41 And
when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you,
even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are
hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies
will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side
44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And they
will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of
your visitation.”
“So we have the Triumphant Entry here. Another gospel records, in Matthew
23:37, Jesus saying, ‘“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!’
“If you’re not a farmer – you haven’t got that – you know how if you had a
chicken with young chicks, how quickly they’ll rush to gather the chicks if there’s
any threat of danger around.”
Ron Moseley: “There’s a similar passage in the Apocrypha – not the
Apocalypse – I’ll quote it: In 2 Esdras chapter 1, verses 10 through 28. [should
have said verses 28-30] Jesus – and most scholars would say this was written later
because it sounds too good on Jesus’ part – but, it says, ‘The Lord God Almighty
would say to Jerusalem, I would gather you under my wings as a hen would her
chicks, but you would not. Because of that your temple will be left desolate – it will
be destroyed. That’s very powerful. He’s quoting almost word for word 2 Esdras
1:28. But it says, the Lord God Almighty said this.”
Marian: “Was 2 Esdras translated into the Septuagint? Did it appear in
Greek?”
Ron: “I don’t remember if it was in the Septuagint? Yes, it is in Greek.”
Marian: “So he read the Greek version.”
Ron: “No, no. He was quoting ..”

Marian: “He was quoting, but he read the Greek version.”
Ron: “I don’t know if it was in Hebrew first, but I know that 2 Esdras was
probably just prior to the first century – in my opinion – but some would say that’s
too Christian, so they put it – added it – later. But then they take parts of it and
add it back – you got to take some or all, and if you take that, it’s a very powerful
statement by Yeshua.”
[28] Thus saith the Almighty Lord, Have I not prayed you as a father his sons,
as a mother her daughters, and a nurse her young babes,
[29] That ye would be my people, and I should be your God; that ye would be my
children, and I should be your father?
[30] I gathered you together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings: but
now, what shall I do unto you? I will cast you out from my face.
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/apo/es2001.htm#028
Marian: “The discussion is always: ‘When did the Judeo-Christian groups
start? When did the first Jewish people begin to accept Yoshua. And if you realize
that this proclamation was given around the year 35 CE, and thirty-five years later
the temple is destroyed. When the temple stood, it was magnificent. Do you
remember what I showed you? And we’re going to see it in all its glory in the model
– it was a building that was the largest religious complex of its time. It wasn’t just
a little temple. It was an enormous complex. All that wall – 500 meters long – was
the eastern wall of the complex. On the other side was another 500 meters of the
western wall of the complex. 450 meters for the southern and the northern walls
of the complex. It was an enormous area.
“And Yoshua is sitting here, weeping, and saying, ‘That’s going to be
destroyed.’ Then, thirty-five years later – when everybody looked at this, and
Yoshua said that is going to be destroyed, everybody would have said, ‘No way.
No way.’ So you can imagine the surprise – thirty-five years later – now, we know,
because most of you are somewhere near my age, that thirty-five years is not a long
time. I remember everything my husband said to me thirty-five years ago – every
single argument I had with him … (laughter)
Paul: “No way.”
Marian: “So, thirty-five years is not long. We remember things. We
remember what Churchill said, and we remember what Eisenhower said – not just
because they were in the news, but because they were things that went into us. You
know, I grew up in a British school – I was born here, but I went to a British school
– and I remember Churchill’s speech, ‘We will fight them on the beaches.’ You

know, it’s like something that you grew up with. So, you can imagine, people had
remembered this prophecy, and it suddenly came true. So the Jewish people, who
had heard this prophecy, suddenly begin to say, ‘Wait a minute. If that prophecy
came true, what else did that rabbi from the Galilee say? Maybe we should start
looking into it.’ And we know that’s when the first Scriptures began – Mark was
probably beginning to write around that time. So the first Jewish people who begin
to understand that Yoshua was more than just a rabbi from the Galilee begins
when the temple is destroyed. It’s the beginning of the Judeo-Christians.
“The church is a Barluzzi church. Barluzzi is this fantastic architect who does
things that no one else can do. Because Jesus weeps, the church is in the shape of
a teardrop. Not by chance he’s made a copper roof, so that when it rains, you get
tear stains from the copper roof. Then, on the four corners, he put something that
we call a tear phial (a small bottle for liquids; vial). You may know that in the
ancient times it was acceptable – very acceptable – to cry at the funeral. But
sometimes people were not upset that somebody had died – there weren’t enough
people crying – so they would hire people to cry. If you go to India, you can see
this till today. They have professional criers – lamenters. And the tears they put
into this phial, it’s buried with the person. So that’s what Barluzzi has put around
the outside. As usual, to remember simplicity, the dome is pure gold inside. We
can go inside – have a quick look at this amazing church – and there’s an original
altar where the original church of the 5th century stood, and on the left hand side
there’s a mosaic.

“Oh, no, it looks like they’re not going to let us inside. They’re having mass
now. It’s just a building. And I like the question – do we know where the pathway
was (of Palm Sunday)? Of course we don’t. But, what difference? There’s the gate
(pointing to eastern gate), this is the Mount of Olives – five meters to there, or five
meters to there doesn’t worry me. I hope it doesn’t worry anyone here. And I do
prefer to sing outside than in a church building.”
Leslie leads us in a song [standing
“Open our eyes, Lord
We want to see Jesus
To reach out and touch Him
And say that we love Him
Open our ears, Lord
And help us to listen
Open our eyes, Lord
We want to see Jesus”
[birds singing in the background along with us]

in

the

courtyard]:

http://www.mccabe-travel.co.uk/Media/docs/ANTONIO-BARLUZZI2a66f3db-92f6-49ef-8a92-41f5fd5b2df8.pdf
The Churches of Antonio Barluzzi
[Dominus Flevit, which translates from Latin as "The Lord Wept", was fashioned
in the shape of a teardrop to symbolize the tears of Christ. Here, according to the
19th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus, while walking toward the city of
Jerusalem, becomes overwhelmed by the beauty of the Second Temple and
predicting its future destruction, and the diaspora of the Jewish people, weeps
openly. (Luke 19:37-42)]
[Walk by the Church of Magdalene – on our way to Gethsemane]

Marian: “Church of Mary Magdalene. The church was built in 1886 by Tsar
Alexander III to honor his mother, Empress Maria Alexandrovna of Russia. Later
he buried his wife there. And, as usual with the Russian (Orthodox) church, you
would have onion domes: the central onion dome always means Yoshua or
Jerusalem, the four around are always the Evangelists – Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John – and then, if they have a relic, there will be another onion dome. This
church has a relic. And what a relic! They have the belt of Yoshua. That is, when
Yoshua ascended to heaven, his belt fell down right there – and they found it.
(subdued chuckle, somewhat irreverently to a relic-worshipper) I don’t know what
kind of belt he was wearing, but they’ve got it.
http://www.3disrael.com/jerusalem/church_magdalene2.cfm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relics_associated_with_Jesus (no mention of belt;
maybe Virgin Mary’s belt?)
“The most important thing in these churches was always the relics – you
know, what are we doing here, we have to have something – I mean, they have
where Yoshua wept up there, there is where Yoshua prayed – these Catholics have
everything. As Orthodox, what do we have? We have the belt. (chuckle)
[Walk toward the bottom of the Mount of Olives]
“But I stopped especially just here, because below us is the continuation of
the Jewish cemetery. This part of Jerusalem was in Jordan between 1948 and 1967.
And this is what they did to the cemetery. It’s destroyed. They destroyed it. So
what we saw there was the rebuilt part.

“Now we’re on our way to Gethsemane.”
Paul: “Marian, I wanted to ask you something. Supposedly, from Mount of
Olives to Jerusalem was a day’s journey.”
Marian: “No, it was a Sabbath day’s journey.”
Paul: “OK, that’s what it was – a Sabbath day’s journey.”
Marian: “A Sabbath day’s journey is 2,000 stadia.”
Paul: “And 2,000 stadia is how much?”
Marian: “Um, maybe a kilometer. Maybe a little more. I think if you look it
up, you’ll find several possibilities.”
Paul: “OK, thanks.”
Marian: “I have a feeling it’s something like half-a-mile. What it had to be
was you didn’t walk so much that you were making something creative.”
[Acts 1: 12 -- Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.
Josephus writes that the Mount of Olives was but five furlongs from Jerusalem. A
sabbath-day's journey - As far as might be lawfully traveled by a Jew on the
Sabbath. This was 2,000 paces or cubits. One furlong = A unit for measuring
distance, equal to 1/8 mile (201 meters). 5x201=1,005 m.
The Sabbath day’s journey of 2000 cubits, (Acts 1:12) is peculiar to the New
Testament, and arose from a rabbinical restriction. It was founded on a universal,
application of the prohibition given by Moses for a special occasion: "Let no man
go out of his place on the seventh day." (Exodus 16:29) An exception was allowed
for the purpose of worshipping at the tabernacle; and, as 2000 cubits was the
prescribed space to be kept between the ark and the people as well as the extent of
the suburbs of the Levitical cities on every side, (Numbers 35:5) this was taken for
the length of a Sabbath-day’s journey measured front the wall of the city in which
the traveler lived. Computed from the value given above for the cubit, the
Sabbath-day’s journey would be just six tenths of a mile (or one kilometer).]
Marian was correct in estimating a Sabbath-day’s journey to be about a
kilometer.

[Continue walking towards the Garden of Gethsemane]
Marian: “We have to make a semi-circle so people can get by. We have
arrived at the Garden of Gethsemane. Gethsemane is two Hebrew words: ‘Gat,’
which means an olive press, and ‘Smane,’ which means the oil. So this is where the
oil was made. You have olive trees – the whole mountain had olive trees. This is
where they would have had an olive press.
[Gethsemane (Greek: Gethsēmani Hebrew Gat Šmānê, lit. "oil press")]

Gethsemane was located opposite the temple, across the Kidron Valley on the
lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. The name Gethsemane is used only in
Matthew 26:36 and Mark 1:32. It means “oil press,” also suggesting the presence
of an olive grove.
“You all know the story. We’re going to have a reading in a moment. But
first – just to recap – after the Last Supper, the meal, maybe the Passover meal –
Jesus doesn’t feel happy in the city. He’s going to leave the city. He’s going to come
here, which indicates it may have belonged to friends or family, and he would have
felt safe here, because he wants to have a final prayer, the prayer which makes it
obvious to everyone that Yoshua knows he’s going to the crucifixion. His prayer
is, ‘Give me strength, thy will be done, not mine.’ This marks the gloomy moment
in the life of Yoshua, when he knows he’s going to give up his time with us. And
that’s why – when Barluzzi built this church – he made the windows very special.
Instead of stained glass, with lots of beautiful colors coming into the church, he
uses a translucent purplish-blue alabaster in the shape of a cross. In the middle of
every window is the shape of the cross. Every window is a slightly different shade.
“Now, when we go inside, we’re not allowed to speak, which is good, because
then you can have a silent moment inside, also. When you go inside, and walk
around the church, each window gives you the feeling of another moment of that
terror when you know you’re leaving this world. Even though you know you’re
going to the next world, it’s a moment of agony. And that’s the feeling you get in
this church. The church is built around an enormous rock, and therefore the
church is known as ‘The Rock of the Agony.’ It’s on that rock that Jesus prays.
[It enshrines a section of bedrock where Jesus is said to have prayed before his
arrest. (Mark 14:32-42) ]
[Church Bells ring]

“Now here behind us is a very ancient olive tree. What we know about the
olive tree is that it can live for up to 2,000 years. It actually is a survivor tree – not
just because it can for 2,000 years, but because this is the tree that survived the
flood. The dove comes back with an olive branch. Now, the oldest tree is very small
– look at the other trees over there, they’re much bigger. Now, if the dove doesn’t
come back with a branch from the high trees, it means they all got destroyed. And
the reason that would be possible is because of the way the olive tree grows. The
olive tree can live to be 2,000 years, because when one set of roots dies, another set
of roots take over.
“Now, look at that tree over there – that very big one. And you see new
branches coming out of the trunk. Those new branches have their own roots. So,
when one set of roots dies, another set of roots takes over. Now, when it says, ‘A
new branch from the House of Jacob’ – there’s your new branch. Because one set
of roots dies, it’s not possible to know the age by cutting the trunk and seeing the
rings. However, you can know the age by the circumference of the tree. And just
over there on the left – we’re going to pass it in a moment – is the largest of all
trees in the garden. And they think that tree is about 1,400 years – or a bit more –
maybe 1,600 years old. It’s hard to know. What’s unlikely is that it’s from 2,000
years ago, because the Romans destroyed all the trees when they were building
their siege works here. So it’s unlikely, but – as you know, my dears – anything is
possible.
“So this is the Garden of Gethsemane. Now, later someone will come to me
and ask if you want a group photo, and just think about the possibility of a group

photo – I will ask you, and if you want a group photo, I don’t think there’s anything
more wonderful than having it done in the Garden of Gethsemane.
“On the way to the church, I’ll give a little bit more of an explanation – just
look what Barluzzi has done here, with the gargoyles, the roof – and I’ll talk more
about the church when we get a little closer.”
[We were slowly inching our way to the front entrance of the Church of All
Nations]

Bible reading by Pastor Tom Burns: “I know it is going to be hard to hear
with all the traffic behind me. It’s from Matthew 26, this is Jesus’ prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane. We can learn much here about the nature of Jesus, and
what does it mean that he was a man and God. You can come closer, if you need
to. I’m speaking about as loud as I can.
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he
said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch
with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but
as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said
to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them

sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and
prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the
disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
“We know that Jesus is about to go to the cross. He’s known his whole life he
was going to the cross. . . .”
[Continue waiting at the Garden of Gethsemane to enter the Church of all
Nations]

Marian poses a question about the Judas kiss: “Would you kiss him? That is,
if I’m going to come and inform on someone, all I would have to do in a garden of
olive trees is hide behind an olive tree, and say, ‘the one over there in the blue
cloak, or the one over there with the beautiful long hair, or the one over there in
the white cloak’ – I mean, I don’t have to go up and kiss him to identify him. Do
I? We’re opening up the subject for discussion, and we’re trying to understand
Judas. It’s very important. And we keep in mind that Yoshua knows he has to be
crucified. OK? Keep all this in mind, because from here we’re going to go to the
room of the Last Supper – and the tomb of David – and also to the House of
Caiaphas. Because, from here, Yoshua is taken to the House of Caiaphas. It’s just
that the House of Caiaphas is down on a slope, and I don’t want to make you up
the mountain. I’d rather we walked down a mountain. So, from here, we will be

going to the next connecting spot, which is the House of Caiaphas. We’re just going
to do if afterwards – instead of immediately.
“And because you can’t speak inside the church (Church of All Nations),
we’ll go in – I think we should at least take ten minutes so if anyone wants to have
silent prayer, even though it’s noisy, they can do so. Is ten minutes enough?
(response: affirmative)
[Inside the church, we walk around, look at the murals, go to the front to see
the rock of the agony, and sit in a pew for a silent prayer. We take pictures and
then go outside to continue the tour with Marian.]

The mosaic in the apse represents Christ’s agony as he prays “with a strong cry
and tears, offering up prayers and supplications” (Heb. 5:7)

Marian: “Yoshua is praying to his father (pointing to a mural near the rock
of the agony). And what better place to pray to his father to get instructions than
opposite the valley of the final judgment. So I give this a 99.9% for validity.

“One more thing about the olive tree before we leave. Look at the trees. See
the holes – they have holes through them. I mentioned very quickly – in passing –
that this is a tree that survives the flood. If you think of flood waters, and you think
of the trunk of the tree – if it is flood water, it will push the tree over because it is
very fast and strong. But if you have holes in the tree, then the water goes through,

and in, and around – it does not have the same force. So this could have survived
the flood.

The Eastern Gate (Golden Gate) in the background.
The Eastern Gate is the gate through which the Messiah is expected to return from
over the Mount of Olives. The Muslims closed up the gate with stones in order to
prevent the return of the Messiah.
“Now, when Yoshua prays, he actually goes away from the other disciples.
He leaves them in a cave. And we have that cave nearby. Let’s go see the cave the
disciples were staying in when Jesus prays. [across the Palm Sunday road]

“In crusader times, the place under the church was the crypt. We’ll go to the
crypt after the cave in which the disciples stayed. You still see olive trees all around
us. We’re at the base of the Mount of Olives. The base of the Mount of Olives is
two things: it’s an area where there are olive trees, and it’s also the necropolis.
We’ll talk about the tomb of Mary, but we’re going first to see the grotto. The
grotto is where the disciples were praying, but Jesus takes three disciples and goes
further on. And that makes a lot of sense. You remember I was saying he would
go to the point that was opposite the temple. That’s why he goes further on. And
here he’s too far away. He wants to speak to his father. So here, he leaves the
disciples – that is an interesting cave. It’s not done into a beautiful church. We’ll
go in, just have a look, and come out. And then we’ll go down to the tomb of Mary.
Come.
[Marian gives us a lesson in avoiding hawkers – don’t say anything, just walk
on. That’s something they understand. Don’t try to be polite, or say, ‘no, thank
you.’ Cause then you’ve engaged them in a conversation. Tony gets in an argument
with one of the hawkers, refuses to buy an item he initially showed interest in. The
hawker chases after him, Tony runs away in disgust, saying harsh words back at
the hawker.]
“OK, my dears, welcome to the Middle East. We’re going into a Greek
Orthodox church, which marks the site where Mary dies. Now, if you’re Catholic,
she cannot die – she’s the Mother of God. And so, she can only be assumed into
heaven. And so, for the Catholics, it’s going to be Assumption. But the Orthodox

say she dies and then is assumed into heaven. So, this is a very interesting site.
Let’s go and see it, and then we’ll talk about it more inside. Come.
[Walk down an impressive flight of 47 steps; see Russian Orthodox pilgrims
bowing before icon of Mary in a side chapel. Hear liturgical chanting.]

Believed to be where the Disciples entombed the Virgin Mary, this underground
sanctuary in the Valley of Jehoshaphat is one of the most intimate and mystical
holy places in Jerusalem. The façade, the impressive flight of 47 steps and the royal
Christian tombs in side niches half-way down all date from the 12th century.
[I tell Stan to take off his hat as we enter the underground cavern, tomb of
Mary; the liturgical chanting of female voices fills the cavern with resonant
sounds.]
Marian: “I know that you’re not big church people, but we’re in the Middle
East, and – to get the flavor of Christianity in the Middle East – you really need to
see a church like this. Not churches that are shared by Catholics and Greek
Orthodox, because you still don’t get it – here you get the exact feeling of an
Orthodox church. Orthodox – Eastern – Christianity. Eastern Christianity did not
build cathedrals. Whereas in the western world you would build a cathedral and
take the gaze up to heaven, the Orthodox kept very small sizes. And therefore, the
church itself was meant to represent heaven on earth. And that’s why you have all
the gold and silver.

“But the other big difference between the Orthodox and Catholic church was
– they didn’t allow statues. They allowed only – what’s known as – icons. And, as
we’re going to be in Jerusalem, this is going to be the forerunner of all the rest of
the things we’re going to see – we’ll immediately know from now on if we’re in a
Catholic or if we’re in an Orthodox church. When we came out of Gethsemane, it
was all very simple – it’s Catholic. When you’re very ornate – it’s Orthodox.
“Now, inside here you can see the icons. And what I want to do is take you
around the back and show you an icon which is actually worshipped. So the idea
was: we don’t have statues, because that’s idolatry, and we don’t want to worship
idols; so they worshipped the icons, instead. And you’ll see them literally kissing
the icon, and they bring jewelry to the icon. I can’t be with you in Bethlehem, and
the first church you’ll go in there is Orthodox. So I’m already preparing you for
things you’ll see.

“But what is very helpful here – and will help us understand the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher – is that in ancient churches, you would cut away the holy site,
and then build around it. Now, the holy site is the tomb. And the rock – see, the
rock continues here – and the rock continues there. If you want to understand
what’s happening in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, this is your best bet. You
can see the original rock on either side. But the tomb itself is cut away. And put
that in your mind – it will help you when we get to the tomb of the Holy Sepulcher.

“I’m just going around to the back to show you one of the icons that is
treasured there, and anybody who wants to go into the tomb – feel free. But the
idea is to show you an icon, and how it’s worshipped. Come and join me.

The crypt where Mary was buried and then taken up to heaven. This candle-lit
cave, which was built by the Crusaders, is today in the hands of the Armenian and
Greek Orthodox churches. In the church are altars dedicated to Joachim and
Anne, the Virgin Mary’s parents.
I go inside the tomb of Mary and take a picture of a young lady praying at
the tomb. The tomb of Mary stands in the eastern branch of the crypt, which is
decorated with icons and sacred ornaments typical of Orthodox Christian
tradition.

[Male and female voices begin a liturgical chant. I instantly recognize the
Church Slavonic language that is being chanted.]
Marian: “They’re singing for you. I arranged it, the singing.”
Paul: “Good job. 2,000 points for you.”

A revered ikon of the Virgin Mary and Divine Child. In Russian and Eastern
Orthodoxy, the Virgin Mary is referred to as "Bogoroditsa" (Mother of God)
Marian: “So, I don’t know if you notice, but when you go back, have a look.
You’ll see the tomb on the left hand side, but the continuation of the rock on either
side. And that’s what happened in the fourth century to the tomb of Jesus in the
Church of the Holy Sepulcher – if that is the correct place. Interesting to note, the
color combination: it’s always the same color combination for Mary; it’s always
going to be red and blue. This is also used throughout art history to represent –
red, the kingdom of earth, and blue, the kingdom of heaven. Mary brings them
together. She brings together the kingdom of earth and the kingdom of heaven.
And so, she’ll always have these two colors. Whenever you’re in a church – you
see these colors – it’s Mary. That’s how you differentiate her from any other
woman in the New Testament stories, or even the Old Testament stories.
“So I wanted you to have a chance to see, and get a feel of, the Orthodox
church. I know that we’re not church people, in that sense, but it’s part of
Jerusalem. It’s part of understanding Jerusalem as it is today.”
Paul: “It’s the Russian form of Christianity.”
Marian: “It’s the Eastern form of Christianity, which is also Russian, also
Greek, Romanian, etc. …”
Paul: “You’re right, I understand.” (I didn’t want to get into a discussion
with Marian about the ‘Theory of Russia as the Third Rome,’ which was
proclaimed after Constantinople – the center of Eastern Orthodoxy – fell to the
Turkish invaders.)
[Mount Zion, City of David -- Riding in a bus past the Archaeological Park
next to southern wall of Old City]
Marian: “We’re coming here tomorrow morning to the Archaeological
garden here. Below us – the City of David. In the time of Yoshua, when you went
to the temple, you came from the City of David up the stairs on the right-hand
side. Remember, Jerusalem is two hills? That’s the low eastern one. Here is the
valley between the two hills. And then we saw the high western one.
“In a moment, we will leave the bus . . .”
Stan: “Where are we going?”

Marian: “We have arrived on a mountain they call Mount Zion. And Zion is
a very important word. It’s actually the ancient name for Jerusalem. In the Bible,
we read David conquers the City of David – the Jebusite city – then he calls it the
City of David, which is Zion, which is Jerusalem. So Zion is the ancient name for
Jerusalem.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_Jerusalem
[The etymology of the word Zion (ṣiyôn) is uncertain. Mentioned in the Bible in
the Book of Samuel (2 Samuel 5:7) as the name of the Jebusite fortress conquered
by King David, its origin likely predates the Israelites. If Semitic, it may be derived
from the Hebrew root ''ṣiyyôn ("castle") or the Hebrew ṣiyya ("dry land,"
Jeremiah 51:43) or the Arabic šanā ("protect" or "citadel"). It might also be
related to the Arabic root ṣahî ("ascend to the top") or ṣuhhay ("tower" or "the
top of the mountain"). A non-Semitic relationship to the Hurrian word šeya
("river" or "brook") has also been suggested. In Kabbalah the more esoteric
reference is made to Tzion being the spiritual point from which reality emerges,
located in the Holy of Holies of the First, Second and Third Temple. Zion = Har
Tsiyon.]
“However, ancient Jerusalem in the time of David was the low eastern hill –
as far as archaeology understands today. Don’t forget, every ten years we have to
change everything. So, as far as archaeology understands today, Jerusalem was
the low eastern hill. We are on the high western hill. If you want to understand
Jerusalem, it’s two hills – they run parallel north-south, and one is the low eastern
hill, and the other is the high western hill. We’re on the high western hill
“At some point in history – probably the Crusaders, because they managed
to get everything wrong – the name Zion moves to this mountain, and the ancient
part of the city is forgotten about. Now, when David dies, the Bible tells us that
David is buried in the City of David, which is Zion. By the Crusader times, this
mountain is called Zion. Where was Zion before? The low eastern hill. So you have
a low eastern hill and a high western hill. We’re on the high western hill today.
This is called Zion, and – up to a 150 years ago – nobody knew that the low eastern
hill was really Zion. It was rediscovered by an American. And he discovered the
water supply of Jerusalem, and then realized that if there’s water down there and
nothing up here – that’s where the ancient city was. And that was the rediscovery
of Jerusalem 150 years ago. Otherwise, nobody would have known. And from
there, it just goes on and on and on with excavations – the longest excavated site
in the country. And the excavations are still going on today.
“However, in the Crusader times this was called Zion, and then the story will
go on from there. So, we’re on a mountain, today called Mount Zion, originally

maybe not considered Zion – we don’t know exactly – but we do know that the low
eastern hill is the City of David because we have the excavations. That was
definitely Zion.
“Where was David buried? is the question that will be answered – after we
use the toilets.” [Toilet break.]
[Bar mitzvah celebration in the courtyard near the Last Supper and Tomb
of David – very musical, lots of dancing, with religious objects; I heard the ‘Hava
Nagila’ being played by trumpets, drums, and other instruments.]

Celebration in the plaza near King David’s Tomb. A Bar Mitvah celebration for a
thirteen-year-old boy. A statue of King David with his lyre instrument is in the
background.
Tourist: “What an extra special treat for us.”
Marian: “Guys, have a look for one moment. It’s a Bar Mitzvah for a boy,
thirteen years of age. For the first time, you’re getting the idea of what the Middle
East is really like.
“So, we have come into the famous Tomb of David. The Tomb of David was
lost for a thousand years, because when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, they
also destroyed the landmarks of Jerusalem. They destroyed the temple, and they

destroyed the landmark of the Tomb of David, which was still here in the time of
Yoshua.
“And then came the Crusaders. And you know the Crusaders come to the
Holy Land to regain the holy places for Christianity. Now, when we go outside –
look to the left, and you will see very large stones which are probably Byzantine
fourth century and belong to a fourth century church here called ‘Holy Zion’
[Hagia Maria Sion, aka Church of the Dormition]. Now what the Crusaders did
was – when they got to a spot and they would find the remains of an ancient church
– they would check out what that was as far as they could, and then on that site
they would build a new church. That’s regaining for Christianity the holy places.
And there are a few places that are mosques today, which I would suggest be once
again regained for Christianity, but – you’ll see what I mean when we get there.”

King David’s Tomb.
Located at Mount Zion, the hill synonymous with biblical Jerusalem and the
Promised Land.
Believed by many to be the site of King David’s tomb and associated with the final
days of Christ, Mount Zion is revered by Jews, Muslims and Christians alike.
Praying at the Tomb of King David.
There is a men’s section (on the right here), and a women’s section (to the left)
where people can come to visit the tomb of King David. The main chamber is bare
apart from a cenotaph covered by a purple drape. The site was first identified as
David’s tomb in the 11th century AD. In spite of recent doubts about the tomb’s

authenticity, it is one of the most revered Jewish holy sites. The Jewish people come
here to pray for the coming of the Messiah.
“So the Crusaders come here, they find the Church of Holy Zion, and they
discover this is the site of the last supper.
“Now, they said that when Yoshua wanted to have a supper, he told his
disciples, ‘Find me an upper room.’ (Mark 14:12-16) So they had a great idea:
build the church in two levels. And the upper part will be like it’s the upper room,
cause you go up the stairs. See the stairs over there (pointing to a corner of the
hall)? Those are the Crusader stairs that went up to the upper room – 1,000 years
ago. Then, something very interesting happened. They’re building the church –
they’re going to have here the place for the washing of the feet, and upstairs is
going to be the last supper. Sounds very good. Two workmen came late to work.
This is a story that was written in the 13th century – during the time of the
Crusades – by a Jewish historian, Benjamin of Tudela. And Benjamin of Tudela
tells us that two workmen arrived late for the beginning of their shift. And the
foreman wanted to fire them. I could read the story out to you, but I want to save
time. So, when he was about to fire them, they said, ‘Don’t fire us, we will work
through our lunch break.’ As they’re working through their lunch break on this
Crusader church – this is all Crusader. We came through a Crusader hall, we saw
the arch is Crusader, the toilets Crusader – everything here is Crusader. They fell
into a big hole below them, and it was full of gold and silver and precious things.
They went running to the foreman, who told one of the leading Crusaders, who
said, ‘Wait a minute, wait a minute. Didn’t Peter say, David is among us?’ That’s
probably the Tomb of David.
“Now, in this period, if you wanted to know something was a correct Jewish
place, you had to go to a rabbi. The Crusaders understood that. So they bring a
rabbi. Now, they want to find the Tomb of David, because if it’s the Crusaders that
find the Tomb of David and they don’t want to find it, they’ll just cover it up and
it’s not there. Right? Nobody knew where it was for a 1,000 years. It’s lost from
the time of the Romans. The Crusaders want to find it – why did they want to find
it? They want to make the connection between Yoshua and David. The Messiah
must come from the House of David, Peter said in the book of Acts, ‘David is
among us.’ (Acts 2:29) He probably meant the Tomb of David. And so the
Crusaders come to the conclusion that if Peter said, “David is among us,’ it meant
the tomb was below the room of the last supper.
“Now, this rabbi is terrified for his life. If he says it’s not the Tomb of David
– because he knows the City of David is somewhere else – they’ll kill him. If he
says it is the Tomb of David, he’ll be lying. So, he gets to the tomb – doesn’t go in

– and then comes back to the Crusaders and says, ‘When I was about to go into
the tomb, a flame came out and stopped me – probably an angel of the Lord,
therefore, that is probably the Tomb of David.’ The Crusaders were delighted,
they followed the spot and carried on with the building of the church, which will
represent the room of the Last Supper.
“And everything is wonderful now for the next two weeks. What’s wonderful
is – Jewish pilgrims now had the Tomb of David. Now, this is the second holiest
site in the world for the Jewish people. Number one – the Western Wall. Number
two – the Tomb of David. But, we are not praying here because it is a tomb, we’re
praying because – in the Jewish religion the Messiah must come from the House
of David – this is the Jewish prayer for the coming of the Messiah. That’s why it’s
such an important place. Number one is the Western Wall – Spirit of God. Number
two is the Tomb of David.
“So the Jewish people are very practical. They have the Tomb of David,
they’re praying here. And the Christian pilgrims are going upstairs to the room of
the Last Supper. We are going up to the room of the Last Supper, but we cannot
go up those stairs, because – in the 13th century – the Crusaders were conquered
by the Muslims, and when the Muslims come along, they turn both places into a
mosque. This is a mosque, and the room of the Last Supper is still a mosque. And
then they said, ‘No Christians can come from here.’ Christians who want to go to
the room of the Last Supper – they make another staircase. That’s why we’ll be
going up another staircase. This door has been locked for 300 years. I’m going to
show this door to you when we get up to the room of the Last Supper so you’ll see
the connection.
“In other words, my dears, above us – just above us – is the room of the Last
Supper. Below the room of the Last Supper is the Tomb of David. How incredible
is all this. And because they have the Tomb of David here is because that is what
the Crusaders wanted to find. They wanted to find this connection with David, and
his tomb became here. But, we’re almost sure – as sure as we can be – that David
is buried in the City of David, which is Zion. And Zion is the low eastern hill. And
we’re on the high western hill. So, the probability of this being right is about 10%.
However, this is still a holy site for the Jewish people.
http://www.centuryone.org/apostles.html (David’s Tomb)
Near the end of the Crusader period, a travel account written in Hebrew by a
Spanish Jew named Benjamin of Tudela (1167 A.D.) directs us to the "Tomb of
David" on Mt. Zion. Benjamin relates that during his stay in Jerusalem, a Jew
named Abraham told him a fantastic story. While employed by the Christian
patriarch to reconstruct a damaged monument on Mt. Zion, two Jewish workers

accidentally happened upon a secret passage and suddenly found themselves in a
palace made of marble columns — the tombs of David and the Kings of Israel! A
golden scepter and golden crown rested upon a table. There were riches all around.
Suddenly they were struck down by a fierce whirlwind and began to hear voices
telling them to leave immediately. Frightened, they crept back through the secret
passageway, out into the open.
They related their discovery to the patriarch. The patriarch with the help of
Abraham, wrote a report to Constantinople. After three days, the two workmen
were found sick in bed. They could not be persuaded to return to the site. They
reported: "We shall never again return there, for God does not want this place to
be seen by any human being." [ Baldi, Enchiridion, no. 760]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_of_Tudela

Outside the building of the Upper Room: Biblical Reading by Pastor Tom
Burns – John 13-17:
Pastor Tom Burns: “Jesus’ teachings, here it’s called the Upper Room
discourse. The context is that Jesus is going to the cross in the morning. He knows
that. He knows the disciples don’t understand. When he goes to the cross he knows
they won’t understand. He also knows the Spirit will be coming to them to help
them remember. So every doctrine found in the epistles are begun here. And you
can see, if you read 1st and 2nd John, and 1st and 2nd Peter, the context of John
13 to John 17 – you see all those doctrines developed further by John and Peter.
Some believe that right before this time the disciples were fighting, ‘Who is the
greatest?’ These guys are fighting, they have pride in their hearts; they don’t

understand what he’s trying to do. He came to the earth; he’d been with them
three years. The next day he’s going to the cross. He’s going to use these guys to
build his church. So what does he do? Knock them upside the head? You know he
doesn’t. And I’ll read what he does: (John 13:1) ‘Now before the Feast of the
Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart . . .
“It says his hour had come. Throughout the epistles of John, Jesus says, ‘My time
has not yet come, my time has not yet come.’ And now he knows his time has come.
‘… so his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.’ 2 During supper,
when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper.
He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?”
“He’s saying they should have had a servant or – if they didn’t – the least of
the disciples would have washed everyone’s feet. But here’s Jesus, the Lord and
Teacher, washing their feet. He’s becoming a Servant. And they certainly should
have washing his feet.
7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but
afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”
“In other words, the pride in his heart – he has to humble his heart.”
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of
you.”
“In other words, Peter had already trusted in Christ, or was a true believer, but
Judas wasn’t.”
11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you
are clean.” 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and
resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?
13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master,
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things,

blessed are you if you do them.
“He is Jesus, setting an example for us. How hard it is to humble ourselves, to serve
one another.”
Leslie continues the reading: (New International Version 1984)
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my
Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going
there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered,
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it.
Pastor Tom: “And in John chapter 15, Jesus takes the previous chapter and
puts it into an illustration. A real life illustration about the vine and the branches.
Leslie continues reading what Pastor Tom selects:
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch
in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that
it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have
spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain
in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not
remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches
are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to
my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If
you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love
each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my

Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
Pastor Tom: “And the theme of loving each other is throughout the text. It
summarizes his command: to love God and to love each other. And six times in
this discourse, he tells us to ask him. If we’re lacking the strength to love, wisdom
on how to love, ask him – he’ll give us that wisdom, he’ll give us that strength, if
we ask.
Marian: “The building we’re going in is Crusader, but officially it is a
mosque. So, we’re not going to pray inside. And we’ll go in and go out the far door.
That is, we’re going in the out door, and we’ll go out the in door.
[The church bells start ringing – we enter the building of the upper room.]
[Ascend to the Room of the Last Supper, aka the Cenacle]

In the Upper Room, the Hall of the Last Supper. It was supposedly located right
above King David’s tomb. Christian tradition maintains that the Gothic building
– constructed on the remains of a large church constructed by the Crusaders – is
the site of Christ’s last meal with his Disciples. The Hall of the Last Supper is
unadorned apart from the Gothic arches dividing it.

Marian: And now, the question: is this the right place? Yoshua – Jesus – is a
practicing Jewish person. He is a rabbi. He will be keeping the laws very closely.
In the Jewish religion, you cannot have a meal over a tomb. No meals. If that’s the
Tomb of David (below), this cannot be the room of the Last Supper. If this is the
room of the Last Supper, that cannot be the Tomb of David. One of them is wrong.
But, it’s open for discussion – which one? Here’s the golden (olive) tree. Notice the
pelican, which is a Crusader symbol for Yoshua: as a pelican gives of its body – it
feeds its young – so we feed from the body of Yoshua.
[A dome above the stairs is supported by marble columns with a notable capital
depicting pelicans pecking their parent's breast, a symbol of charity and sacrifice
in Christian art.]
[We exit the Upper Room, and we hear the bells again.]
[Take a picture of the statue of King David.]

[More bells – two sets of bells ringing together.]

Question about the defaced statue of David.
Marian: “It’s done by religious Jewish people, because you must not have a statue
– not even of David. And so they cut off his nose. And that way it’s not a face – not
a statue, not something recognizable.
[On the high Western Hill - viewpoint]

Marian: “In the time of Yoshua, the City of David was inside the walls of 2,000
years ago. And now you begin to appreciate why I’ve been saying the low eastern
hill, down there. And you’ll also appreciate why I’ve been saying the high western
hill. And I wanted us to walk down in order to get a feeling of these differences in
height. Between them is a valley. Where you see the road – that’s a good way to
divide the low eastern hill from the high western hill. If you go up to where you see
the buses parking, that’s roughly the area where David would have had his palace.
And the houses of the City of David would go down the slope like here. Not the
houses on the other side, but this hill below us.
“So, you can appreciate how from here we can see the rooftops of the houses
below us. And so we know that when Bathsheba got on the rooftop in her bikini,
she knew what she was doing. And David goes on the roof to see the city below
him, because on the roof is where you would collect the water. That is why you
would bathe on the roof. And there David sees Bathsheba. By the way, as far as I
remember in that story, it never says he loved her. Wanted her, took her, but then
he had to get rid of her husband. Remember, her husband was fighting on the

battlefield. This is a story that is detrimental to the character of David. [continue
with the viewpoints and landmarks]

Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. Built in 1931, the church has a modern
appearance. In the crypt, however, are ancient caves where, it is said, Christ spent
the night before being taken to Pontius Pilate. The church stands on the generally
accepted site of the House of Caiaphas, High Priest at the time of Jesus’ execution.
“In the direction eastward is the Kidron Valley. And in the Kidron Valley
(down there) will be the source of the water, the Gihon Spring. So the people
wanting water had to go down there, so this hill was a thoroughfare. People were
coming and going. The water was down there. Later, the city develops up here.
“Now, on the slope of this high western hill – but right along, see where the
houses of the Jewish quarter are today – was where the priests of Jerusalem built
their houses. And they built their houses here, because it overlooked the temple.
And there was no view the people wanted more than to have the temple opposite
them – especially if you were a priest. In the Jewish quarter – and parallel to where
we are – we have done excavations, and we have found houses from 2,000 years
ago. And we know who those houses belonged to, because pottery in those houses
has names on them. And one of the names – for instance – is Bar Kotras, and Bar
Kotras is a priestly family. So we know the houses on this hill were priestly family
houses.

“And the church we’re going into – that we call Peter in Gallicantu –
Gallicantu (“the cock crows”), because – as Peter denies, the cock crows, and he
denies a third time. And that church is built on an ancient house that we will be
visiting. Let’s just see the direction here – first of all, over to the desert, then the
Mount of Olives, the Kidron Valle – then on that mountain you have a forest. And
in the middle was a house – that was the house where the British governors lived
when this was the mandate, 1920 to 1948. And that became the UN house during
1948 to 1967, when Jerusalem was a divided city. Let’s go around to this side.
“Again, a steep valley. Jerusalem is not just a city with hills around here, like
it says in the psalm, but with valleys making a natural defense. This valley is called
the Hinnom Valley, the valley of the sons of Hinnom. Now, this valley is
synonymous with the word for hell. The name was Hinnom, the name of a person.
The valley of the sons of Hinnom. And in that valley – in ancient times – the
Canaanites used to sacrifice children. (2 Chronicles 28:3) This was not allowed in
the Jewish religion. It was abhorrent to them, and so the name of the valley became
synonymous with the word for hell. Do you know the word Gehenna?”
Response: “Yes.”
Marian: “OK, so Gehenna is mispronunciation of “Ge-ben-hinnom.” (Valley
of the sons of Hinnom) According to tradition, the field opposite us is Hakeldama
– ‘hakel’ a field, ‘dama’ blood. In Aramaic, the field of blood. According to
tradition, the field bought by Judas with the thirty pieces of silver; in another
tradition a field of blood after he throws the thirty pieces of silver back and kills
himself on that hill. So, it’s full of blood.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gehenna

“We’re going now to visit the church. [at doors of the church] So, do you
remember the color combinations? Blue is the kingdom of _____”
Response: “Heaven.”
Marian: “So that means Jesus – Yoshua. And, of course, the halo which will
make it even more obvious – just in case we didn’t know. Red is ______”
Response: “Earth.”
Marian: “So this is Peter. And what’s so beautiful about the (entrance) door,
is the way he says, ‘Me? Me, Lord? Not me.’ Now, if we count the disciples, there’s
only eleven disciples. We know that Judas has already gone. Don’t be misled when
we are reading Scripture, and it uses the word betray. It does not tell us if he was
sent to betray, or if it’s his own decision. We’re leaving the idea of Judas open for
the moment. OK? So, I think this is a very nice door to have. And from Psalm 121
– I think it’s something like he went away – ah! It’s when you go out and when you
come in. Remember the Lord your God when you go out and when you come in.

That’s right.
["The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth
and forevermore." Psalm 121:8]

[Inside the church, Peter in Gallicantu]
Marian: “This church is built in three levels. The first level we’re in now
represents the House of Caiaphas (high priest); the next area down is the level of
the servants’ quarters; and the third level down is the storeroom and the dungeon.
And what you really get from this church is ‘the good life’ – this is how the priests
were living. By the time you get down to the dungeon, you notice the difference.
Yoshua is thrown in the dungeon that we’ll be visiting. And up here the people
were having a great time – banquets, good meals, a beautiful house. Yoshua is
down in the dungeon. So put that into your mind for now as we begin.
“Now, I need to ask you a question. The question is this: Rome has conquered
Judea, and the ruling people of the country are the high priests. We don’t have a
king anymore, we have a high priest. Do you think that the high priest will be
telling the Roman governor what to do, or do you think the Roman governor will
be telling the high priest what to do? (No response) Shall I say the question again,
cause that’s what you do in class. You finish the question, and then, ‘What was the
question?’ Shall I do that question again? (response, ‘Yes’) OK. Do you think that
– in the time of Yeshua – the high priest, who was the ruler, was the one who told
the Roman governor what to do, or do you think the Roman governor, ruling in
the name of Rome, was telling the high priest what to do?”

Responses: “Rome, Roman governor.”
Paul: “Yeh, I would go with the Roman governor.”
Marian: “It’s got to be the Roman governor.”
Paul: “It’s got to be.”
Marian: “You’ve got to understand who’s in charge.”
Paul: “Right.”
Marian: “Therefore, and – as there is no one here – we could read right now,
if Tom has his Bible handy, we could read this interesting passage where Jesus is
brought to trial. Now, Jesus has knocked over the moneychangers’ tables; that’s
not good for the priests, because if there’s going to be any kind of rebellion, the
high priest is going to pay the price. The high priest has to keep everything calm
for the Roman governor. That’s why he’s the high priest. If the high priest doesn’t
do what the Roman governor wants, he’s not going to be high priest for very long.
“So we now have things in the order that they are: Jesus has made problems
in the temple; the Roman governor has obviously told him, ‘this guy is
problematic; this is a very volatile time, Passover, the city is full of the Judeans;
they’ve come down from the Galilee; and we want things quiet.’ Get hold of this
person who’s taken over the money tables.
“And so Jesus is taken by Caiaphas (the high priest) here, and he’s tried. Do
you have the reading where Jesus is not answering? A very important passage,
because we have in Isaiah 53 -- ‘the suffering servant’ who is not supposed to
speak. And so, if you want to fulfill that prophecy, then Jesus will not answer.
[Isaiah 53:7 - He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth.]
“When eventually, the question is – are you the Messiah, are you the Son of
God? – then this is a question that would be misleading to the people. Jesus will
not answer to mislead, so there is nothing that he said that can condemn him to
death. Even if he’s found saying, ‘I’m the Messiah,’ that doesn’t warrant a death
sentence. In the Jewish religion it does not say the Messiah must be the Son of God.
He can be an ordinary man. Anybody who comes along and says, ‘I’m the
Messiah,’ that’s just what he says. It’s not a reason to put him to death. And so, in
fact, Caiaphas does not put him to death. Because Caiaphas cannot find any reason
to put him to death, he has to pass him over to the Romans. . .”

Pastor Tom reading from John 18:19 – (English Standard Version):
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20
Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing
in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to
them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers
standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high
priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the
wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Marian: “We’ll read the rest – about the denial of Simon Peter – in a moment.
The point is – John knows Isaiah 53 and the suffering servant, he knows that Jesus
is not supposed to be speaking too much – not too much, anyway. So we have here
a non-trial. This is not a trial: ‘What’s going on? Did you do anything wrong?’
This is not really a trial. What happens is that they have to get hold of Jesus, keep
him out of the public eye, and when there’s no reason to stone him to death – in

the Jewish religion – then they pass him over to the Romans. Caiaphas is doing
what the Romans are asking him, not the Romans are doing what Caiaphas is
asking.
“Don’t forget that there’s 2,000 years of anti-Semitic propaganda going on,
which makes it sound like it’s the high priest. But you have said – and you have
understood, and it’s not hard to understand – that the high priest can’t decide
anything, because he won’t be the high priest for very long. The high priest has
got to be doing what the Roman procurator – what the Roman governor wants.
And what the Roman governor wants is peace and quiet.”
Larry reads from Luke 22:54 - 62 (New International Version 1984)
54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high
priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 But when they had kindled a fire in the
middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56
A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and
said, “This man was with him. 57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,”
he said. 58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 59 About an hour later another asserted,
“Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man,
I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster
crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered
the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will
disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Iconic picture depicting the event described in Luke 22:57 – “And he denied him,
saying, Woman, I know him not.”
Marian: “I chose the reading from Luke because of one word there – ‘he is a
Galilean.’ [see also Matthew 26:69 – ‘You also were with Jesus of Galilee.’] You
could be asking now, ‘What does that mean?’ So, I think it’s a good moment – you
see Mount of Olives, you see Palm Sunday road – and we know as Yeshua is coming
in to Jerusalem, thousands are with him, and shouts of Hoshana (Hosanna, ‘save
now’) – he’s very popular. And now, we get to the story of who would you like to
set free, well, -- where are the thousands now? Why aren’t the thousands here to
say, ‘let Yeshua go free.’? And I want to tie it in with the Galilean for you.
“In the country, people came to Jerusalem from all over the country. They
were farmers or fishermen, simple people. You cannot leave your farm or your
industry for a whole week – the week of the festivities. You would come down for
the beginning of the festival, you would take your sacrifice to the temple, and then
you would go back. So, while all the Galileans are here for the beginning, they have

gone home. Who is left? The Judeans living in Judah. They’re in the area, they
don’t need to go back to their home. Right? Bar-abbas is local. He’s Judean.
They’re simply choosing one of their own. That’s important, because we get a hint
of it when the woman says, ‘You are Galilean.’ It’s a very important point, that
stresses you could tell a Galilean by looking at him – she’s looking, ‘yeah, you’re
Galilean, I can see that’ – or the way he spoke, he had an accent – you know, like
‘Shalom y’all’ – something like that. (laughter) You know where they’re from.
Some people have an idea, and I offer it to you – I have no idea if it’s correct – that
in the Galilee, because they had a lot of olive oil, they used to put a lot of olive oil
on their hair. So, anybody who had a lot of olive oil on his hair, that was Galilean.
I have no idea – if that’s true. But, what’s important is that this woman recognizes
him
as
a
Galilean.
[Barabbas or Jesus Barabbas (literally "son of the father" or "Jesus, son of the
father" respectively) is a figure in the Christian narrative of the Passion of Jesus,
in which he is the insurrectionary whom Pontius Pilate freed at the Passover feast
in Jerusalem. Abba means "father" in Aramaic, and appears both translated and
untranslated in the Gospels. A translation of Bar-Abbas would be son of the father.
Jesus often referred to God as "father", and Jesus' use of the Aramaic word Abba
survives untranslated in Mark 14:36 (in most English translations). This has led
some authors to speculate that "bar-Abbâ" could actually be a reference to Jesus
himself as "son of the father".]

Underground Caves (prison) under the church.
When these underground caves were rediscovered in 1889, their physical
characteristics, their proximity to Caiaphas palace, and their contiguity with the

Sacred Pit (dungeon), all suggested the public jail where, according to a 4thcentury Jerusalem tradition not recorded in the gospels, Jesus would have been
scourged not only by Pilate, but also by Caiaphas, and where the apostles Peter
and John would have been held and scourged for preaching the name of Jesus in
the temple after the resurrection (Acts 5:19-42). Added by the context, Christians
traditionally recall here some o the painful sufferings endured by Jesus during his
Passion, regardless of where they took place, as well as by the apostles, the first
believers in his name.
Leslie lead us in a devotional song: ‘Oh Sacred head now Wounded’ –
O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown;
Oh sacred head what glory, what bliss ‘til now was Thine
Yet though despised and lowly I joy to call thee mine.
What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered, was all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve Thy place;
Look on me with Thy favor, vouchsafe to me Thy grace.
What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
O make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.
Leslie has the group sing another worship song:
My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine;
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign;
My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou;
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now.
I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me,
And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree;
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow;
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now.
[Silent Prayer] IN THE DUNGEON (the PIT)

Psalm 88 – pit, bottom, dark abyss, darkness;
6 You have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths.
10 Do you show your wonders to the dead?
Do those who are dead rise up and praise you? Selah
11 Is your love declared in the grave,
your faithfulness in Destruction?
12 Are your wonders known in the place of darkness,
or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?

Relief - Jesus was arrested and taken to Caiaphas the high priest.

Notice the words on the statue outside the church: "Non novi illum" means "I do
not know him." (Luke 22:57)
Marian: “Remember we came down from the room of the Last Supper?
That’s the staircase he came down as he went to pray in Gethsemane. And that’s
the same staircase that the soldiers of the high priest bring him up to the House of
Caiaphas.
“Now, we’ll take a little rest, and then we’re on our way to Abraham’s Tent
for lunch with Sarah. . . .”
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In the garden beside the Church of St. Peter Gallicantu, there still exists part of a
Hasmonean (Maccabean) stairway, which once connected the city with the Kidron
Valley. The stairway is yet another major archaeological find of recent times. It
connected the Pool of Siloam at the southwest corner of the City of David (Lower
City) with the Upper City. The name 'Hasmonean' refers to the era in which this
stepped-street was built (141-37 BC), and it was definitely in use at the time of
Jesus. Possibly Jesus walked here at least three times on the evening of Maundy
Thursday (day of Last Supper): once on his way to the Upper Room for the
Passover remembrance, once to Gethsemane after the Last Supper, and again
after his arrest at Gethsemane.
[Bus ride to Abraham’s Tent - Genesis Land]
Activites: Camel trekking from Genesis Land along the ridge above the
spectacular riverbed of Wadi Kelt. Ancient hospitality Kosher meat or dairy
meals, in the tent (sitting on mattresses around low tables). Genesis Land is
situated in the heart of the Judean desert, on the way to the Dead Sea, in the land
where the Patriarchs lived. A magical place, it enables visitors to experience life as
it was in biblical times. http://www.genesisland.co.il/

Journey to Abraham’s Tent in Genesis Land, where we enjoy a trip back in time.
Eliezer: “Welcome to Genesis Land. I am the manservant of Avram. Do you
know what Avram’s main duty is? Avram’s main duty is hospitality. And that’s

actually what we are going to do today. We’re going to get on the camel and ride
to Abraham’s tent, where you will enjoy his hospitality. Sounds good?”
Response: “Yes”
Eliezer: “Now, I am going to show you a map of Avram’s journey from UrKasdim [Ur Kaśdim or Ur of the Chaldees] in the land between two rivers. A very
beautiful place, a peaceful place. And nowadays, I think you call it Iraq. Yeh?
(response – ‘oh yeh,’ reflecting on the Iraq war; sarcastic comment, ‘very
peaceful’) Good. Very peaceful? (laughter) Now this is the path of the two rivers,
the place also known as Mesopotamia. Yes? So Avram went on the path of the two
rivers all the way to Haran. I think you call the place now Turkey.
[Haran, Charan, or Charran is a Biblical place. Haran is almost universally
identified with Harran, an Assyrian city whose ruins are in present-day Turkey.]
Like a chicken, right? (laughter) Something very good happened in Haran. You
know what happened in Haran to Avram? (response: ‘his father Terah died’) Yes.
This is one thing. But another thing happened – a more important thing – God
revealed himself to Avram for the first time. He spoke to Avram for the first time.
(Genesis 12:1) In Hebrew: 1 way•yō•mer Yah•weh ’el- ’aḇ•rām, leḵ-lə•ḵā
mê•’ar•ṣə•ḵā ū•mim•mō•w•laḏ•tə•ḵā ū•mib•bêṯ ’ā•ḇî•ḵā; ’el-hā•’ā•reṣ ’ă•šer
’ar•’e•kā.
“It means (it was in Hebrew), ‘Go away from your home, from your father’s
house, from your people, from your land, and you will go to the place that I will
show you.’ Simple, right? (response, ‘Yeh’) So he leaves Haran and goes all to way
to Canaan. Yes? Now, take a look at the route that Avram took: from Ur to Haran
to Canaan. Why didn’t he just go straight from Ur to Canaan? (response: ‘there’s
desert’) Desert, yes. As we said, this is the path of the water. It’s not that he was
afraid of the desert. He chose the path of the water – because where there is water,
there is life. Right? He wanted to meet people on the way.
“As we know, Avram was the first monotheist, the person who believed in
one God. Yes? Before that, everybody believed in idols. Like ‘American Idol.’
(laughter) He wanted to walk on the path of water to meet people on the way to
talk about the one God. So, when he got to the land of Canaan – this is the land of
Canaan (pointing on the map) – he had a few stops: the first one was in Shechem,
then Hebron and Beersheba, to Egypt – and then came back. [Route is known as
north-south ‘Patriarch’s Highway’]

“Now, when he came back from Egypt, Avram came back a very wealthy
man: a lot of gold, a lot of silver, and a lot of animals. The camels – you can see
right outside. Yeh? (laughter) This time he went straight to Bethel. Now, have you
been in the tent? Have you heard about it? (responses: ‘yes’ and ‘no’ and ‘we’ve
heard about it’) Good. You’ve heard about it – that’s good. Now, Bethel was a
beautiful place, but Avram said no, ‘I’ll go to the desert,’ – which you can see
through the window over there – and he put his tent in this desert.
“Now, why would Avram choose to go to the desert – very strange, right? Do
you know what his profession was? He was a shepherd. That means you have a lot
of animals. He didn’t want his animals to eat from other people’s fields. That
would be like stealing, right? And Avram is a man of peace, so he came to this
desert.
“Now, before we get going, just a few things about the camels. OK? Now, I’m
sure you have all ridden a camel before. Right? (laughter) To go to school, to go to
work, yeh? (funny response: ‘to the supermarket’) There will be two people on one
camel. OK? The first person goes on the back, then the other on the front. OK?
Now, you choose who goes where. Another thing – please walk the camel without
me or some other guide. I don’t want to see the camel running in the desert.
(laughter, and one funny response, ‘we do’) You’re going to chase it? (laughter)
40 kilometers an hour. (laughter) And another thing – when the camel gets down
or gets up – please hold the metal rack down in front of you, and then back. After
you ride the camel, you will come back here and get your own camel-riding license.
So when you get back home, and you want to buy a camel, you’ll already have your

camel-riding license. Good? Now, we’ll just wait for the camels to arrive. Any
questions?”
Person: “Is it a one hump camel, or two?”
Eliezer: “One hump. You won’t find a two-hump camel in this area.”
Leslie: “Do they drink water every day?”
Eliezer: “Yes, they drink all the time. But the camel can store in its body
about 100 to 120 liters of water. It’s good for two to three weeks. The water is
stored throughout the body, and they can refill their supply of drinking water in
ten minutes. The camel can live 40 to 50 years.”
Person: “How smart are the camels?”
Eliezer: “Very smart. They’re very curious. When you’re doing something,
they will come and look around.”
[Camel ride to Abraham’s tent. Some ride a short distance and return, giving
others a chance to ride. Second group gets to go several hundred meters to
Abraham’s tent. We wear special outer robes.]

The hard part is getting up and down. That goes both for the camel and for
you. Hoosh! and the camel folds his lanky legs onto the sand, where thick pads
protect his knees from roughness and heat. You clamber easily aboard. Up! and

the camel unfolds those long stretches of bone and sinew, and you wobble forward
and back as he rises to his full statuesque height, which can measure as much as
10 amazingly tall feet to the shoulder.
[Abraham’s Tent, with “Father” Abraham in his tent of Hospitality]

Abraham: “Welcome. Shalom. I want to talk about my life. You know, that
in my days a son followed in the footsteps of his father. It’s that simple. If a father
was a shepherd – what would he become?
Response: “A shepherd.”
Abraham: “It’s not like this is career guidance counseling. (laughter) Now,
my father Terah, who you all probably heard of, yes?”
Response: “Yes.”

Abraham: “Well, my father had a wonderful shop selling idols. Don’t you
come from the 21st century? Don’t you have idols with those rectangular glass
faces? You sit in front of them like this (showing a face staring at an object) until
they tell you what to do, and you go out and buy whatever it is they’ve told you to
buy. Or maybe they’re cousins – the ones you dance with, with your fingers
(computer). Or I’ve heard there’s now the boss – the moment he screams, you
bring him to your ear like this (telephone). I’ve heard all about your idols, but I
have to tell you something: my father’s idols were completely different. Never
showed me one picture. Never spoke. Never ate. Can you imagine – I gave them
the best food in the city, like I will present to you. And they ate nothing! If you ask,
‘what would you like to eat,’ you’d be better off speaking to this post.
“I turned to my father, and I ask: ‘If they eat nothing, and they say nothing,
and they do nothing, why do we pray to them?’ A good question, yes? There was
no answer. It was around this time that we moved to the city of Haran. I think
you’ve heard of that one, as well, yeh? (response, ‘yeh’) It’s in that place you call
Turkey, which is a little perplexing for me, because I was told you also eat turkey.
(chuckles from tourists) I had many questions, but there were no answers. Until I
understood from God that this was not the place for me; not where I was born, not
where I grew up, and not even my father’s house. When God tells you to leave your
father’s house, it doesn’t mean to just leave the building. It means to leave the
ways, the customs, the ideas of my father’s house, which in my case meant to no
longer build, sell, or even pray to idols.
“I told my wife Sarai – you’ve heard of her, yes?” (response, ‘yes’) The
beautiful one. My nephew, Lot? (response, ‘yes’) We followed the signs, and we
came to this magnificent land. A true blessing, yes? (response, ‘yep’) You know, if
you’re falling asleep, I have more water. (laughter) But God has told me, by the
way, that this is not just for me. In no uncertain terms, this land is for all those
who will follow me in his ways. You’ll be as many as the stars in the sky, or the
sands of the sea. And it is a true blessing, is it not?
“But speak of blessings, you’ve brought me so many guests, but I think you
are very hungry, are you not?”
Pilgrims (a hearty response): “Yes, we are!”
Abraham: “And there’s the mitzvah [an act of kindness, a good deed
performed out of religious duty]. We must give them something to eat. And not
just something, but the best of what we have. Eliezer, run to the spring and bring
the best.”

Eliezer: “I will go to the spring.” (runs off, down the hill)
Abraham: “And cold water.”
Eliezer: “Yes.”
Abraham: “If you’re looking for a good servant, look no further. Now, I was
saying I was blessed with guests. My sheep and goats now number nearly a
thousand. When I arrived I could count them on my hands. And, I think you
remember that I was sent – or forced – to go to Egypt when there was a famine. I
had a problem there with the king – he’s called Pharaoh. A little bit too much
interest in my wife, I think. Yes? (chuckle from the guests) But when I returned,
gold and silver were mine, and sheep and goats were mine. But I do not count my
wealth in any of these things. But rather in the knowledge – the understanding –
the ‘yada’ that the Shem God has extended to me, what we should do and what we
shouldn’t do. Should I not bring guests into my house? Yes? (response: ‘yes’)
Should I steal from anyone? (response: ‘no’) I think we all rise when the sun rises
over here in the east – do we not? It rises in the east where you come from as well.
Yes? (response: ‘yes’) 5:30 or 5:45, yes? (response: ‘yes’)
“Well, my shepherds go straight to my sheep and my goats – I’ve instructed
them to put a muzzle on each one. A muzzle is this type of mask – it stops them
from eating, but not speaking. If they stray, I’ll hear them bleating. But if they
stray onto another person’s field – they won’t be able to eat. Cause of the muzzle.
And in that way they won’t be stealing the grass from that other person. Would it
not be the same as my going into the field and cutting the grass, and making off
with it? But when they get to my fields, the muzzles come off, and they eat as much
as they like.
“And, how can I say this? Right next to my fields are those of my nephew
Lot. Remember, he too is blessed by many sheep and goats, and requires many
shepherds. The only thing is his shepherds and my shepherds don’t get on so well.
They quarrel. I spoke to him before you came, and I suggested the following: ‘If
you go to the left, I’ll go to the right. But if you choose the right, I will choose the
left.’ Is that not fair? Well, he thought so. And he chose to go down this way. To
the best land in all the area.”
Eliezer: “Ohh, help.” (calls out from down the hill)
Abraham: “Oh, my good servant is calling me. You’ve come back with
nothing?”

Eliezer (running up to Abraham): “Oh, ah…” (breathing hard, gesturing he
has nothing)
Abraham: “There must be something to eat. We have a mitzvah to perform,
a good deed for our guests.”
Eliezer: “I know, I know. There is no food. There is no water.”
Guests: “That’s OK.”
Abraham: “I can hear the laughter, it’s delirious.” (delirious laughter) And
it’s spreading.”
Guest: “We’ll eat the camel.”
Abraham: “No, no, no, we wouldn’t give you camel. It’s tough (meat).”
Eliezer: “I have an idea.”
Abraham: “Yes.”
Eliezer: “First of all, it’s your nephew Lot. He is the one who took the food.
Him and his shepherds.”
Abraham: “Oh, the shepherds.”
Eliezer: “They beat me up and they took everything. It’s not my fault, but I
have an idea.”
Abraham: “Yes, what?”
Eliezer: “We have a lot of us here, right? Let’s get up everybody, and let’s go
fight Lot and the shepherds …”
Abraham: “Ah, wait, wait, wait. (laughter - and relief that Abraham stopped
us from going to fight for our food) I told you I’m a man of peace. And you have
read of it, have you not?” (response: ‘yes’) Would I fight with my own nephew?
(response, ‘no’) And not his shepherds. But, I remember now – my wife Sara, the
beautiful one, she’s also been blessed by God with an understanding of things that
we don’t have. She told me she would put the best food at the side of the table. ‘A
feast fit for kings,’ she said.”
Eliezer: “I will go check.” (goes off stage to the back of the building)

Abraham: “I’m sure, ladies, that you’ve read this part over and over. It’s
where God says to listen to her, just like all husbands listen to their wives.
(grumbling) But gentlemen, I was told listen does not mean obey. But – what can
I say – I thought I’d solved the problem. Lot chose to go to the corner of the Jordan
– the best land in all the area. A good choice, you may say. Except that on from
there are the cities of the plain – Sodom and Gomorrah – you may have heard of
them, yes? (response, ‘yes’) It’s like that place that got lost in your time – hmm,
Vegas. Yes? (laughter) You’ll understand why I’m worried. But I’m sure God will
take care of them, and I will try to play my role.
“And, as I see Sara has prepared, as she always does, the best of what we
have – you now have a role, too. You see, I must ask you – that each person here
eat until he or she is truly satisfied. Remember, I said I needed to keep you awake
so you could eat. Yes? Now, I’m not going to ask you if you’re truly satisfied. That
would be rude. And I believe in your time that you’re often told how much to eat
– the giant meal, the family meal, the triple-whatever, or the super-size. Yes?
(chuckle) At the end of the meal, I would not be rude and inquire; I would not even
look at your stomach, which would be even worse. (laughter) I’m told that at the
end of the meal, if a person has eaten well, he will have a shine in his eyes, or her
eyes. So, at the end of the meal, there will be an eye test. (chuckle) Now this is
serious business. If there’s a shine in your eyes, that is a sign that I can let you
leave my tent and – if you wish – go back to the future, which my previous guest
today told me they will make a movie of. On the other hand, I’m sure you’ll
understand if I look into your eyes, and I do not see a shine, and you fail my eye
test, I will ask you ever so politely that you should come back to the table to eat
some more. Yes? (response, a reluctant ‘yes’)

“Now, for you to help me, each of the serving dishes – whether it’s the cravat
of water, or the bread basket, or the salad dishes, or the other courses that follow
– whatever dish, the etiquette in my tent is to refill. I know in the 21st century,
you’re supposed to leave a little behind, yes? If you do so in my tent, what you’ll
be saying is –that those around the table may have enjoyed the food, but we’re
leaving some behind because we don’t want any more. So we have an
understanding, yes? If we’re looking at the tables, it’s not to see what’s on your
plate or isn’t on your plate, but whether we can refill the dishes.
“Now, as well as the water, which, of course, is the life itself, is it not? I see
some are looking and saying, ‘the man’s rich and he gives us water.’ But is there
anybody in my tent who can live without water? (response, ‘nope’) No? So I think
it’s good that Sara has provided water, yes? (response, ‘yes, thank you, Sarah’)
With one hand I give you hospitality, and with the other life itself. Now, talking of
that, symbolically, of course, the bread is the cornerstone of our meal. Is it not?
(response, ‘yep’) And today we bring you the pocket pita bread, a tradition in this
area. You can fill it with something, you can scoop the salad up with it, or you can
eat it separately. It is not up to me to tell you how to eat. After all, you are kings
and queens, you know.
“Now, to go with this, we have salads. Several different salads, cause, of
course, you are kings and queens, and I want to impress you. We start with the
humus salad made from chickpeas. It is enriched with olive oil and hyssop. The
hyssop comes with a little oregano and sesame. So we’ll use the 21st century term
– zatar (herb and spice mixture). The other white salad is what I think you refer
to as baba ghanoush (a Levantine dish of eggplant (aubergine) mashed and mixed
with virgin olive oil and various seasonings) – it’s eggplant salad with a little tahini
(sesame paste), which also comes from sesame; so it’s full of iron, and a little
humus. The carrot salad today is joined with kohlrabi; kohlrabi is a vegetable – I
know some think it’s a fruit, but it’s a vegetable. Children, especially, love to chew
on it. The other salad is tomato and cucumber – I think a favorite in your time.
Which leaves us the red sauce, it’s mild; no one will get heartburn.
“What I will say now is the Hebrew word ‘b'tayavon’ – which means to eat
with a hearty appetite. Some say the French ‘Bon appétit.’ But today, you not only
eat for yourselves, but you also eat for me. Because it’s only by your eating and
being satisfied that I will fulfill my good deed of hospitality. Yes? (response, ‘yes’)
Today you’re eating for two. I also know that this food is a gift from God – is it
not? (response, ‘yes’) So I’m going to look to the cornerstone of the meal – the
bread – and intone the following blessing: Blessed art thou, o Lord our God, king
of the universe, who has brought forth food from the earth. Amen.”

“Eat heartily, and remember, this is the first course.”

Ancient hospitality, Kosher meat or dairy meals, in the tent (sitting on mattresses
around low tables).

Have you ever tried to imagine our forefathers? What did Abraham look like?
Stanley gets to meet a modern-day Abraham, who looks a lot like what I imagine
Abraham to have looked like.

[Back in Jerusalem; attend an evening lecture at the hotel, after dinner]
Lecture by Victor Smadja – Messianic Jew
Notes: Christian Jews were leaving the country in the 1950s.
In 1956, four small congregations of Jewish believers arrived; youth conferences
– from 1959.
Evangelization through the years (learning obedience through suffering).
Very few Arab Christians; most Palestinians are Muslims.
Connection with Gideonites.
Only Jews can get citizenship in Israel;
15,000 Messianic Jewish believers out of 7 million Jews in Israel;
Approach – show Messiah in the Old Testament (especially Isaiah 53)
All the writers of the New Testament were Jews, except for Greek Luke
(eyewitness were the Jewish people)
New Testament is a Jewish book
Coming of Messiah in Jerusalem
Victor’s book: The Messiah in the Old Testament in the Light of Rabbinical
Writings
http://www.ristosantala.com/rsla/OT/index.html Jerusalem, Adar 5752, February
1992
The Editor Victor Smadja Copyright © Risto Santala (free book online)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messianic_Judaism
________________________
Footnote on Abraham:
[http://yhvh.name/?w=1307 - on ‘Hebrew’ coming from Eber, ancestor of
Abraham]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham The standard Masoretic text of the Hebrew
Bible places Abraham's birth 1,948 years after the Creation, or 1948 AM (Anno
Mundi, "Year of the World").
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrews
Abraham avinu (“our father”) -- “Our Father, who art in heaven” (?) Bosom of
Abraham (?)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avram (Story, traditions of Abraham, i.e. Abram or
Avram)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham%27s_family_tree (family tree – 12 tribes,
etc.)
Footnote on Eleazar:
[Note: This eldest servant is probably Eleazar. Remember back in Genesis 15:2

when God gave Abraham the promises, and Abram seeing he had no son said;
"Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my
house is this Eliezer of Damascus?" These names are the same man, and "Eleazar"
has been a faithful servant of Abraham for many years. The name of "Eleazar" in
the Hebrew means "Yah [God] is my help".]

