
PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND: ISRAEL 

CHAPTER 4 – Capernaum – Sea of Galilee – Jordan River – Beit Shean 

[Middle East discussion - in bus on the way to Capernaum] 

Marian: “The Bible had designated these refuge cities for places – if you had 

committed a homicide, you didn’t mean to kill someone, but you killed them – you 

weren’t put to death for that. It’s not ‘an eye for an eye’ in that case. ‘An eye for 

an eye’ – that’s another subject for discussion. Here you have someone who has 

killed, but is not going to be killed in return. Because it’s understood that, you 

know, it was just by accident. You’re walking down the stairs, you drop something 

on your neighbor – whom you never liked anyway – and killed him, oops! 

(laughter) No, I’m joking. So if you had done that, you can flee to a refuge city. 

And Golan was the refuge city in Bashan, which was the ancient name for that 

whole mountain area to our left. 

“We need to understand that this whole area was the Turkish Empire. The 

Turkish Empire encompassed from Turkey down to Egypt, went over to Iran and 

Iraq, and when it really dissolved at the end of World War I, the great powers of 

that time – which were the British and the French – those powers had already, 

before the first world war had ended, had already divided up the Middle East 

between them. In 1911, before the first world war breaks out, the British navy had 

already turned from coal to oil, for the navy. Don’t forget, the British Empire falls 

because she fought two very costly world wars. And because America didn’t, 

because America was not invaded, America was able to be strengthened. So 

anyway, these powers recognize the importance of oil very early on. And oil at that 

time is found in the area of Iraq, and so Britain has great interest in Iraq. French 

have their own interest, more in the area of Syria and Lebanon. So they’re sort of 

dividing up the Middle East between them. And at the end of the first world war, 

they put this all into practice. And the area of Syria – the area that had been under 

French control – and Syria only becomes a country in 1946. There is no Syria 

before 1946. This is not ancient Syria. As a modern country, Syria in 1946. Israel 

is a modern country in 1948. 

“When you talk about the Golan Heights being Syrian, you have to be very 

specific. Before Syria – even by the French mandate with Syria, for political 

reasons between France and Britain, and those political reasons did not take into 

account at all the people living in these areas – they were not considered under the 

French and British agreements. And it just so worked out that the area that was 

to be Israel is just below what was to be Syrian. Now, nobody knew that when the 

country of Israel would be formed that Syria would go to war with her. And stay 

at war with her. So what happened was – unstrategically for Israel, the Golan 



Heights became an enemy country. And, although in the war of independence we 

were able to conquer and keep all this area, we still had Syria up above us. I’m 

just going to come through the bus and show you the area of the Golan Heights 

(on the map). So you’ll know what area we’re talking about. And when I do that, 

you’ll see that the area is continuing on to Syria. There’s 480 square kilometers of 

land.” 

[Marian goes through the bus and shows us the area of the Golan Heights on 

the map.] 

“I was talking about the Golan Heights because you’re going to hear a lot 

about it. Now, the thing you need to do is not confuse it with the Palestinian 

question. It has nothing to do with Palestinians. OK? This is Syria. And don’t 

worry if you’re confusing that – that’s because I haven’t talked yet about the West 

Bank. When I talk about the West Bank, I’ll be talking about Palestinians. And 

I’m not going to do political stuff – just trying to give you a little historical 

background. And, of course, I want to do it from my side. (chuckle) My side of the 

story. If you want to get the truth of anything, you have to have both sides of the 

story, and then it’s somewhere in the middle. But I’m going to give you our side, 

for now. 

“So French influence became Syrian territory. And before there was Syria, 

there’s the Jordan River, and then the Sea of Galilee. As it turned out – we’re 

going over the upper Jordan River right now, and you’re going to see it flowing 

below us, this is the Jordan before it flows into the Sea of Galilee. (short stop to 

take a picture) 

“Jordan -- Leslie was working on the words already – and she saw a 

connection between Dan and Jor-Dan. That was nice, but no. It comes from the 

word “Yored” and Yored means to go down. Because in Hebrew it’s Yorden 

(yored), go down. It’s a river that really does go down. It starts at 3,000 meters 

above sea level, and ends in the Dead Sea at 400 meters below sea level. 

“So, just very briefly, that’s the mountains to your left. That was Syria. You 

have these farms here. There were three lines of bunkers. There were no big cities 

on the Golan Heights because they used it for strategic purposes. 1967 is the 

famous six-day war. But before I say anything about the six-day war, I have to tell 

you something. 

“People have said to me, why don’t we see miracles today? Have you ever 

had people say that to you? (answer: ‘yes’) [I was thinking of the miracle I was 

trying to find for my brother Stan in the Holy Land] I wanted to share something 



with you that I find incredible when people tell me there’s no miracles today. We 

have miracles everyday. But people just don’t see them. 1948 – the war of 

independence – Israel had 600,000 people living in the country, and, of course, not 

all of them were soldiers. In fact, none of them were soldiers. We didn’t have an 

army. We didn’t have a nation. And five countries – enormous countries – around 

us go to war with us. And why wouldn’t they? When the United Nations declared 

there should be a state for the Jewish people, and it would be Israel, Arab countries 

said no. There’s just 600,000 people there, and we are five big nations with armies. 

We just wipe them off the face of the map. Just think about it for a moment. How 

couldn’t they win. How could they not win. But they don’t. If you can tell me that 

1948 is anything other than a miracle, I need you to prove that to me. There was 

no way we were going to win this war. But we did. And the state of Israel was 

founded. 

We’re still a young nation. 1967 – we were just twenty years. An enormous 

war with Syria trying to cut off our water supply. Now, something else you need 

to know about the Golan Heights is: 70% of the water that goes into the Sea of 

Galilee comes from the Golan Heights. Sources of water that go into the Sea of 

Galilee come from Syria. So Syria could stifle us. One of the reasons for the six-

day war was water. Once again, Egypt, Syria, Jordan (although they didn’t really 

want to), Iraq came to help Jordan – four enormous nations fight against Israel. 

And it’s not that we won the war, but we did it in six days. I want you to tell me 

it’s not a miracle. How can people not see that as a miracle? Six days, and it just 

shouts out to you. The six day war was such a success that there began in Israel 

such a thing as euphoria – we can’t be beaten. And while we were living in our 

euphoria, the countries that we had fought against were licking their wounds. If 

you want to know when the war of 1973 began, it began in 1967. It began because 

they were so badly beaten that they were waiting for a chance to fight back. And 

this is something you’ll find very often in history. 

“The territories that were conquered in the six-day war were the Golan 

Heights and the West Bank, and Sinai. When we made a peace agreement with 

Egypt in 1977, Anwar Sadat arrived in Israel and we made a peace agreement with 

Egypt. And in return for that peace agreement, we gave back the Sinai desert. Now 

we had West Bank and the Golan Heights, but we didn’t have the Sinai. But we 

had peace with Egypt. 1973 – Egypt, Jordan, Syria want revenge for the six day 

war. They planned their war very carefully. You know that the most important 

thing in war is your intelligence, and we had faulty intelligence. We had a spy who 

was a double agent, and we didn’t know it. And he passed on information that we 

were sure was true, that there would not be a war on that day – Yom Kippur. Yom 

Kippur is the most sacred day in the Jewish religion, even secular – not practicing 



Jewish people – will be in synagogue on that day. The Day of Atonement, the day 

of asking forgiveness, from our fellow man, from God – it’s a major holy day. So 

what the army does is it tries to send as many soldiers as it possible for that day, 

which means that instead of the amount of soldiers that we normally have on the 

border up here on the Golan Heights, we had 170 tanks. I don’t want to tell you 

how many we normally have. At 2 o’clock on the 6th of October, Syria moves in 

with 1,400 tanks. We had 170. And I don’t want to even tell you the number of 

weapons – we had like 400 pieces of artillery, and they had 700 or 800 opposite our 

artillery each time. So, we were in a very bad position. Worse, our air force 

couldn’t work as it usually does, because they had heavy anti-aircraft missiles. If 

you can imagine a group of 170 tanks, and you see 500 tanks coming towards you, 

you can imagine what one of the battles was like. 

“The battles were extremely hard in 1973. And the result was that we lost a 

small part of the Golan Heights – just a small part – but because after the war we 

were once again close to Damascus, a cease-fire was called. It means that since 

1967 till today, the Golan Heights has been in Israel. So it had been in Syria for 20 

years, and it has been in Israel for 40 years. That means you have three generations 

growing up there, families who moved there in 1967, the third generation is 

already growing up on the Golan Heights. 

“So people always wonder, are we going to give this area back? And my guess 

– it’s just a guess – is probably not. It won’t be in a peace plan with Syria because 

70% -- and not for strategic reasons, because we can look after the borders 

strategically – but 70% of the water that flows into the Sea of Galilee comes from 

there. And so, today, the most important thing about the Golan Heights is that it’s 

the major source of water for the Sea of Galilee. So that is what I wanted to tell 

you about the Golan Heights.” 

[Bus ride to Church of the Multiplication; Capernaum] 

Marian: “…the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000. This is a site that people 

are not 100% sure about. The church that was built here in 1985 is what we call a 

composite church. They wanted to show you what churches in ancient times looked 

like, using a mosaic floor from the ancient church. Now guys, these days are 

working days – we have a lot to get through. (early morning briefing) 

“We’re heading to the site of the Church of the Multiplication. If you have 

short sleeves, please cover them. If you have shorts, put long pants on. And keep 

them on for the next site after this, which is going to be Capernaum. 



“So the story is well known. The church itself has a unique mosaic from the 

5th century. And very interesting. And the church is very helpful for 

understanding what churches were like in ancient times. So, we’re just waking up 

– I know – but join me for this very interesting Church of the Multiplication (of 

loaves and fishes). 

“If you look down at the seashore, it literally has not changed very much for 

the last 2,000 years. 

[Tour of the church delayed – until later. Proceed to nearby Capernaum 

first.] 

[At Capernaum]  

 
 

Capharnaum, the town of Jesus. This city on the northwest shore of the Sea of 

Galilee became Jesus’ home base for His ministry. This name means “village of 

Nahum,” although there is no knowledge as to who Nahum was. Capernaum was 

located in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali. “And leaving Nazareth, he came 

and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon 

and Nephthalim” (Matt 4:13). “And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and 

came into his own city…” (Matt 9:1). 

Marian: “Capernaum is known as the town of Jesus. Even though this is an 

ancient ruin, archaeological site, even so it’s considered a sacred site, and you 

cannot go in with shorts and you need to cover your shoulders. Short sleeves is 
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fine, but no sleeves is not acceptable. So if you have a low-cut blouse, please put a 

shawl on or cover with something. 

“I just want to say, while we’re waiting to go in, because ‘kill-joy Kim’ 

(laughter) as usual [Kevin – “as she’s lovingly known as”] – you know, people love 

to come to this sign and stand below and read, ‘Town of Jesus,’ and ‘kill-joy Kim’ 

was saying, ‘Oh, they spelled it wrong.’ (laughter) So – I’ve just woken up as well 

– so I’m thinking, how shall I explain to her that it’s written right, and why it’s 

written right? So here I am, and suddenly I realize what’s going on. 

“What you have is the Hebrew word for village, and the Hebrew word for 

village is ‘Kafar’ – CAPH, and it’s PH, which is a ‘peh’ in the Hebrew language, 

and that would be right. But then, the second part is ‘Nahum’ because this was the 

village of the prophet Nahum. But you don’t have ‘khet’ – so the ‘khet’ falls, and 

it becomes ‘Naum.’ So it becomes the village of Naum.” 

“What they discovered there was the synagogue where Jesus preached. So 

Vatican City purchased the land with the synagogue, and a bit around it. So this 

wall here does not mean the end of Capernaum in the time of Yoshua.  

[note: Marian most of the time pronounces Yeshua like Yoshua, and Prof. Moseley 

pointed out to me that it was because she was using the pronunciation for Joshua 

of Nun. Marian puts the stress on the u]   

“It simply designates the land bought by Vatican city. And when you see the wall 

on the other side – the same thing. But the town of Capernaum – as it was in the 

time of Yoshua – was much bigger. It stretched down there, and it stretched over 

there (pointing to the outer limits of the town).  
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Matthew refers to Capernaum as “Jesus’ own city” (Matt. 9:1). Jesus cured 

Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever, healed two paralytics, and raised the daughter of 

Jairus from the dead (Matt. 8:5-17; Mark 2:1-22; Luke 8:40-56). Jesus called His 

first disciples from the villagers and fishermen nearby. He called Matthew to be 

His disciple from a station selling goods located in the vicinity of Capernaum. 

Although He taught much in the local synagogue and performed many miracles, 

few people from the city were among his followers. This caused Jesus to grieve 

over the city for its lack of faith (Matt.11:20-24). Because of the city’s refusal to 

believe and repent, there was a heavy curse imposed on Capernaum (Matthew 

11:23). 

“Now Peter, I think it’s quite a good likeness – maybe the nose is a bit long – 

otherwise it’s a good likeness. And you can see that Peter has two keys. I don’t 

know if you realize it, but when we talk about the keys, we really mean that Peter 

got two keys. You know that one key is the key to heaven. And I’ve had a lot of 

people ask me what the second key is. So, what do you think the second key could 

be? Obviously, everyone who goes to Rome always sees two keys. [answer: ‘key to 

hell’?] That’s a logical idea, but you’re not in a logical area. (laughter) I have been 

offered some beautiful ideas: someone decided one week that it was the spare key 

to heaven. (laughter) And eventually – to save time – what this is representing is 

knowledge. Because the Church has the key to knowledge. In the ancient world, if 

you didn’t go to church, you didn’t have knowledge. The schools were run by the 

Church. Even today, many schools in many places are run by the Church. So it’s 

quite an interesting idea. I just wanted to point that out to you. 

“And just below us is the Fish, and not just any fish, but the tilapia fish. (slight 

confusion of what the fish was because of the pronunciation – ‘ti-la-pi-a’ with the 

stress falling on the third syllable for Marian, and others accustomed to the stress 

falling on the second syllable) And the reason we know that is the fish is because 

we find it in the lake today, and we call it St. Peter’s fish. It’s a very interesting 

fish because when it lays its eggs, it keeps them in the mouth. Then they have a 

problem: they don’t want the eggs to come out of the mouth. So they pick up a 

little stone from the shore of the sea, and they put a little stone there, but you can 

put a little coin there as well. It’s going to do the same thing – to keep the eggs 

from falling out. So you can find a coin in a tilapia. The miracle is finding the one 

that has a coin, instead of a piece of stone. That’s where you need to have a little 

miracle. So that can happen. 

“So we know that Peter means ‘rock.’ His name was Simon, but when he’s 

understood who Yoshua is, he can now be renamed as ‘rock.’ So this is just a little 

bit about our statue of Peter.” 



Alison: “So tilapia is the fish that Peter caught to pay the taxes?” 

Marian: “Yes, yes.” 

Alison: “So he got lucky.”  

 

Marian: “What I want to show you now is – all these stones that were found 

over by the synagogue. (walks toward stones) And just have a look at them, 

because – when we get to the synagogue – it looks like the early buildings of 

churches. But to be absolutely sure that we’re talking about the synagogue, I’ll 

show you the decorations.” 

Ellen: “Are you talking about the old or the new synagogue?” 

Marian: “The synagogue over there, which is 5th century, which is the 

synagogue that the Vatican City bought because they thought it was the synagogue 

of the time of Jesus. Behind me is a very interesting – cut into the stone – a very 

interesting carving that shows you this kind of carriage on wheels. And there’s one 

of two possibilities: one, it’s representing the Ark of the Covenant. Remember, 

when the Philistines took the Ark of the Covenant from the Israelites, and a 

terrible plague broke out, so they sent the ark back, and it came back on a cart. 

So, one possibility is that is what the stone carving is representing here. And if 

anyone has seen the paintings of the synagogue Dura Europos, we have exactly the 

same portrayal there. So that is one possibility. The other one is: in these 

synagogues here, there’s no actual place for the ark which held the scrolls of the 
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law. In synagogues today - when you go into the synagogue – on the far wall you 

actually have the ark area, and inside are the scrolls of the law. But that is 

something that develops in synagogues. Early synagogues don’t always have it. So, 

it may be that the scrolls of the law were kept in a side room, and when they want 

you to read from the scrolls, they would bring them into the main body of the 

synagogue. It’s a very interesting thing, and it doesn’t have any connection with 

the church.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dura-Europos_synagogue  

http://divdl.library.yale.edu/dl/Browse.aspx?qc=Eikon&qs=464  

(synagogue frescoes)  

 

“Look at all the symbols, because there’s no faces. No faces at all. The thing 

about the Star of David here is, it’s not any more important than any other symbol 

along the frieze decoration. It’s not a sacred symbol in this period. That’s for sure. 

It actually doesn’t become a sacred symbol until about the 16th century, and in 

the 16th century what happens is the mystical side of Judaism adopts this symbol, 

because it’s the Greek way for spelling David (Delta). And David is the symbol for 

the coming of the Messiah. This mystical group was hoping the Messiah was going 

to come, and it was all connected with what was going on in Spain. They were 

kicked out of Spain in 1492. The Jewish people had a great life in Spain. I mean, 

unbelievable wealth and unbelievable good living. And suddenly they’re kicked 

out. They wonder what’s happening, and they go into Scripture looking for 

explanations, and they get into the mystical beliefs about everything – that’s how 

the Kabbalah begins -- and hoping that this is the first of the pangs of the Messiah 
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coming. And they go back and look for a symbol, and they discover this ancient 

symbol, which has the two letters – Greek D is the Delta -- so it’s Delta-Delta 

(bottom is inverted). So they thought great, we’ll take that, and that will be our 

symbol. And slowly this becomes known as the Star of David, and today it’s one of 

the symbols. But it was never a sacred symbol in Jewish religion. Our sacred 

symbol was – and always will be – the menorah, the seven-branched candelabra, 

which is the symbol of the state of Israel today. And it was a major symbol in 

ancient times.” 

[Synagogue at Capernaum] 

“So now we’re going to go see the synagogue. This was a village, a fishing 

village, and farming, and just beyond that wall there – remember the walls are 

Vatican city walls – but just beyond there was the ancient major highway, the Via 

Maris (“Way of the Sea”). The village had revenue from agriculture, and it was on 

the main highway. We saw Migdal – so what makes this place any different? What 

makes this place different is here we’re on the border, the border between the 

territory of Herod Antipas and the territory of Herod Philip. Because it’s a border, 

you have a tax collector, because this is a trade route. And what people need to do 

is pay tax on their merchandise. Right? So, that’s why you had a tax collector’s 

place, and you couldn’t go around him. In other words, Migdal – where Mary lives 

– you could go into or not go into, as you wished. Capernaum – everybody went 

through. Because this is where you pay taxes. So the road was by the city here. 

Which means, if someone is coming from Damascus, and he’s on his way to Cairo, 

and he comes here – whatever he hears in the synagogue here (and you got to 

realize that it would be quite normal for people who are not Jewish to be going 

into the synagogue). 

“In fact, early Christians would be going into the synagogue alongside Jewish 

people at least until the late 4th century. We have sermons where the preachers of 

the 4th century were saying, ‘Don’t go into the synagogues, you’re not supposed 

to be going into the synagogue.’ And we have one preacher who writes to us that 

his parishioner – if you like – went into the synagogue because he had to make an 

oath, and he thought his oath would be accepted by God better in a synagogue. So, 

you had early Christians going into the synagogue. So the fact that we have a 

synagogue means that only Jewish people would be going there at the time of 

Yoshua – other people would be going there. And then when they got to Egypt they 

would say, ‘Guess what I heard while I was in Capernaum?’ So if you want to 

spread the Word, this is a great place to do it. 

“But do you remember we asked a question in Nazareth – that is, why he 

wasn’t accepted in Nazareth? And the first thing we said is, in Nazareth you had 



a very different situation. If you have people coming and going, coming from Egypt 

and going to Damascus, and coming from Damascus and going to Egypt -- and 

going further afield as well – you actually have a cosmopolitan city. That’s 

Capernaum. You have no road going up to Nazareth. This is not cosmopolitan. It 

is not a population that wants to hear anything different from what their fathers 

told them. So you remember I pointed out to you this Universal God that Isaiah is 

talking about – or what Yoshua wants to point out – and Isaiah is the prophet who 

talks about the Universal God. Yoshua is using him to make his point saying, 

‘Isaiah went to people who weren’t Jewish, and Elijah went to people who weren’t 

Jewish -- hello, God is Universal. In Nazareth they didn’t want to hear it. But here 

you have a cosmopolitan population. The first thing they want to hear is that God 

is Universal. That speaks to them. They don’t want to hear that God is just for the 

Jewish people. So here, that message that is not accepted in Nazareth, it’s accepted 

here. 

“But we also need to look at it in another way. What Pastor Tom will be 

reading to us about the incredible healing power of Yoshua. When he stands up in 

the synagogue of Nazareth, he hasn’t done anything, yet. Remember when he says, 

‘Physician heal thyself,’ he isn’t going to do anything. He isn’t going to do anything 

for them. But here, when he stands up in the synagogue, they’re going to see him 

in a whole different light. They’re going to say, ‘Oh, who’s speaking now.’ 

Remember, everyone’s in the discussion. Everyone can talk. And everybody does 

talk in a synagogue – and all at the same time. (chuckle) So, they’re going to say 

now, ‘the one who’s talking now, that’s the Healer.’ ‘That’s the one who healed 

Peter’s mother.’ ‘That’s the one who healed the paralytic,’ -- which we’re going to 

read about now. Then his words are going to have a whole new different stance. 

They’re going to be listening.”  
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Pastor Tom Burns: “Capernaum is the place where Jesus healed the 

paralytic, the woman with an issue of blood, the man with an unclean spirit, the 

blind man, -- it’s interesting, in Matthew 11, where Capernaum is rebuked for not 

repenting – the nobleman’s son is healed here, Jesus as the ‘Bread of Life’ was 

taught here. We’re reading from Matthew, chapter 9 (English Standard Version 

©2001) : 

1 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And 

behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus 

saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are 

forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is 

blaspheming.”  

Only God can forgive sins. Jesus could have just said, ‘Get up and walk.’ But he 

wanted to make a point – this is God come in the form of man. 

4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 

5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 

6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And 

he rose and went home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they 

glorified God, who had given such authority to men.” 

[Synagogue at Capernaum]  

 
 

The second century synagogue has been partially restored. The synagogue faced 

Jerusalem and consisted of a rectangular columned basilica with a broad nave and 
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two narrow aisles separated by elegant columns. The interior was plastered and 

decorated with reliefs. Among the carvings are typical Jewish motifs such as a 

shofar (ram’s horn), menorah (seven-branched candelabrum), star of David and 

a mobile Ark of the Covenant resembling a Hellenistic temple on wheels. The 

synagogue had one main and two side entrances and two rows of stone bences, one 

above the other, running around three sides. Beneath the floor, excavations have 

uncovered the remains of a first century synagogue thought to be that in which 

Jesus preached. 

Marian: “A synagogue is a place of gathering. It’s not a place of prayer. It’s 

not called beit tefila, a house of prayer. It’s called Beit Knesset, house of gathering. 

And look what you see here -- seating along the wall here, and seating along the 

wall there. When you have a gather, that’s how you sit. This is not at all like 

church. You sit one behind the other because what’s important is what is going on 

at the altar. There’s going to be the Eucharist. And you’re all looking at it. 

“Here, you’re coming for discussion. It’s actually the meeting place of the 

town. It’s more like the town hall than anything else. And when you talk about a 

meeting place for discussion, the seating tells you everything. If this was for prayer, 

you’ll be seated facing one end. Here, you’re coming for discussion. In the Jewish 

world, discussion takes a long time. Usually, when it’s time for prayer, and you’re 

in the middle of a discussion, it’s OK. All you have to do is stand up and face 

Jerusalem. But what that means is that this place is not sacred. It’s not like a 

church, which is sanctified ground. This is not sanctified, it’s not sacred. I could 

have a synagogue in the bus, if I wanted to. I could turn my classroom into a 

synagogue, if I wanted to. It simply means a place of discussion. At time of prayer, 

you simply get up and face Jerusalem. 

“What’s similar today and the time of Yoshua is that the synagogue is the 

center of the community. If you needed to make a decision of the town – like, do 

we want to raise the price of the fish that we’re selling – you go to the synagogue 

to discuss it. So, that would be the same today. But not necessarily the price of fish. 

So, the synagogue was the center of the community in Yoshua’s time, and today 

it’s the center of the community. But today, because we’re such a large community, 

it can happen anywhere – we have so many places for meeting today. Therefore, it 

would have been quite normal for Yoshua to stand up and start a discussion. 

“Did you see the one in Nazareth village? Ok, other groups that come here 

are waiting – (walk to other section of Capernaum)  



 
 

Through excavation and Jewish evidence, Tel (mound) Hum has been revealed as 

the site for ancient Capernaum. During the excavations, a private house was 

uncovered beneath a fourth-century Jewish-Christian place of meeting. In the first 

half of the second century, this house served as an assembly hall for the early 

Christians. It was very likely the home of Peter as well, through findings of 

inscriptions and reports from early Christian travelers. 

“You can see here a place of a lot of rooms, but we already know that a lot of 

rooms does not mean a rich family. This is the way people lived. This is the 

extended family. Jesus is not living in the house of Peter. He’s living in Peter’s 

mother-in-law’s house, so how many more people are there? And what would 

happen is – you could have your own room one night, but the next night some more 

guests have come, or the cousin who was on a journey is now back, so everybody 

moves around one room, which would be very good reason why Yoshua would say, 

‘the Son of Man doesn’t have any where to put his head.’ Because he has to keep 

going from room to room. 

“See the wall over there. That’s the wall of the house of many rooms. OK? 

And you see here the entrance into the house of many rooms. Do you remember 

what we said when Jesus makes a parable? He always gives something people 

could see. So when Yoshua says, ‘My father’s house has many rooms,’ everybody 

immediately would think about this kind of house, which is what people are living 

in. This house has many rooms, my father’s house has many rooms – they get it.  
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The traditional house of St. Peter, one of a group of houses, was discovered beneath 

the Byzantine octagonal church, west of the main building. The original building 

consisted of rooms around a central courtyard which was later covered over. 

“Let’s go on to another part. (walking) This is part of the archaeological 

excavation where they found the house by the synagogue, because what they were 

looking for was the house of Peter. So when you really want to find something, you 

find it even if it’s not there. What happened was – once again – in the 1920s, there 

was an excavation here, and they found the octagonal church. And along came – 

in the 1960s – father Corbell, and he continued all these earlier excavations. Now, 

the octagonal church – late 4th, early 5th century – was an early church. Father 

Corbell discovered that it was built on a room of a house from the time of Yoshua. 

And he said, ‘the only reason that the church would be built on top of a room of a 

house was if they knew that it was the house of Peter, and that was the room of 

Yoshua. And that’s how the tradition grew up. 

“So Kim, you are right, there is no DNA. (laughter) And the fact that they 

found fishing tackle doesn’t mean anything. (more laughter) This is a fishing 

village. So yes, there were fishermen here. So all that doesn’t make a lot of 

difference. But it’s tradition. And, you know, between us – what is important is 

that this is the area – Capernaum is Capernaum, and that has not changed. 

There’s no way that there is any other village on the shore which would have been 

Capernaum. It was a town that had about 7,000 people, and this is the only ruin 

that has such an extensive excavation. So this is Capernaum. The synagogue tells 

us everything. A wealthy population. We have historians of the 4th and 5th 
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century, telling us how wealthy the Jewish population was here. So, exactly where 

the house of Peter was, I agree, I won’t give it a 100%. Maybe a 60%. Maybe less. 

But that’s the tradition that we have here.  

 
 

Garden area looks out towards the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus met his first 

disciples -- Peter, Andrew, James and John -- fishermen who worked on the Sea 

of Galilee. 

“Now we are finally on our way to the Church of the Loaves and Fishes.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capernaum 

[Arrive at the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes]  
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At the courtyard of the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes. 

Devotional reading: Luke 9:10-17 “And he took the five loaves and the two fishes, 

and looking up to heaven, he blessed them…and gave to the disciples to set before 

the multitude. And they did eat and were all filled.” 

Marian: “This is the early church that marks the feeding of the 5,000 (people) 

with two fish and five loaves. And this is the stone that marked the miracle. So the 

feeding is a very interesting one – how much food do we have? Two fish and five 

loaves. But when you look here, you only see four loaves. And that’s a very nice 

detail. When the pilgrims would come here, they would do a Eucharist, and when 

they would do their Mass and Eucharist here, they would bring their bread and 

that would be the fifth loaf. It was like partaking in the miracle. So, two fish and 

four loaves here. 

“The thing about this early church is – how did they know where to put it? 

And now, I’m thinking that they were thinking like I think – which is how guides 

think. What would I do if I didn’t know where the feeding was, but everyone wants 

to go there? (chuckle) So what I would do is probably what they would do. And 

what I would do is, I would put it by the main highway. This is the Via Maris 

highway, the road from Damascus to Cairo, this is the Way of the Sea, the famous 

road that we’ve been talking about all the time. So if you don’t know where the 

miracle is, just have it real close to the main road. Then everybody is happy. 

“Then by the 5th century, they were already richer and could build a larger, 

newer, expensive church. And that’s the church that you see here. Now the first 

thing that they would put in an ancient church – because this church is what we 

call a composite one and they wanted to show you what ancient churches were like 

– and they found parts of the ancient wall, the dark parts of the ancient wall. And 

on that basis they decided what the church looked like. So they guessed that this 

first part would be an atrium. I’ll just explain why you need an atrium. 

“We understand today that we’re going into a church, which is the body of 

Christ. You’re going into a sanctified building. They didn’t want travelers who 

were on trade routes to sort of stop trading and just walk into the church. They 

didn’t want that. They wanted people to be able to go into church with the feeling 

of sanctity, and for that you need the atrium. So you can walk around a bit. Forget 

about your everyday stuff, and then go in. It’s just like you really wouldn’t put a 

church right next to a supermarket, because you’d still be thinking about your 

shopping, and the prices, and everything else. You’re supposed to be thinking in a 

more sacred way. So you would always have an atrium in an ancient church – that 

period where you let go of everyday life. 



“The next thing that you’d have would be a baptismal font, and that would 

be over here. Today, instead of a baptismal font, you just have a pond with the 

miracle of the fish – because last week there were only two fish. (laughter) That’s 

the way miracles go, you know. And the olive tree is exactly where the baptismal 

font would have been. Here you would have a place for full-body immersion. 

“And here is the narthex. We’re still not in the church. In the early church, 

if you were not baptized, you could not go into the church. You could stand here, 

and the doors would be open, and you could see what was going on inside, until 

the Eucharist was given. When Mass was given, they would close the doors, and 

they would tell the people, ‘You are dismissed.’ And that’s how the word mass 

came, from the word for dismissal.”  

 
 

The table rock, where the wonder of feeding five thousand people took place, has 

been the altar of successive churches, the earliest built in the fourth century and 

replaced a century later by a larger structure. The mosaic pavement inside the 

church depicts water birds and plants. 

[On way to Tiberias; discussion] 

Marian: “We have four sacred cities: (1) Jerusalem, of course, where the 

temple stood and where the Spirit of God rests in the Jewish understanding; (2) 

Hebron, where the patriarchs are buried; (3) Safed, our mystical city; (4) and here 

at Tiberias. And in the fourth century, there was a very rich and very well-

educated amount of scholars that took the famous discussions. I know I’ve been 
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joking about it, but you need discussions – I will just explain one of the two to you. 

For instance, remember I said you can’t press a button when you go into a lift (on 

the Sabbath). So how did they get to that? There were no buttons when Moses 

received the Law; there were no lifts when Moses received the Law. So how do you 

get from ‘You shall not work’ to not pressing a button. 

“By the way, it’s OK to go up seven flights of stairs – that’s OK – but how 

did they get to not pressing a button? So they have this discussion, right? What 

you do in a discussion is you go back to Scripture, and you want to know exactly 

what is written. What’s written in Scripture is: ‘You shall not create.’ God creates 

the world in six days, and on the seventh day he rests. What does he rest from? 

Not from work, but from creation. What we’re not allowed to do on the Sabbath 

is creation. When you press a button, it forms a circuit – that’s creation. When you 

walk up seven flights of stairs – believe me, that’s not creation. So you can do that. 

“So at the hotel this evening, there will be a Sabbath lift. By the way, I take 

back everything I said – well, almost everything – that I said about the lifts in this 

hotel, because they really did change the system. And they really are working quite 

well. So I take all that back. But there will be a Sabbath lift. Don’t get into the 

Sabbath lift -- it stops at every single floor. 

“Tomorrow morning we’re going to start with a boat ride. Tomorrow is a 6 

o’clock wake-up call. And tonight we have a meeting at 8:30. And later tonight 

we’re going to the diamond factory. 

“Tiberias is a very simple town today. You can see by the size of the buildings 

down here – it’s the older city. But up on the hillside, there are brand new 

buildings, and obviously the price of real estate up there is a little bit more than in 

the old town down here. Even though there’s some renovation going on. 

“We are going to stop at the diamond factory. Those that don’t want to go to 

the diamond factory, just stay in the bus, and Moses will drive you back to the 

hotel. Diamonds – that’s our biggest dollar income. Today tourism is number three 

– that’s you guys. Number two is high-tech.” 

[Tour of National Diamond Center by Caprice, since 1969] My main interest 

was in the High Priest Breastplate replica hanging on the wall next to the 

entrance.  



 
 

The High Priest Breastplate with 12 precious stones. Passage quoted from Exodus 

28:15-30, which includes the naming of the stones (varies from different 

translations): row 1 - ruby, topaz, beryl; row 2 - turquoise, sapphire, emerald; row 

3 - jacinth, agate, amethyst; row 4 - chrysolite, onyx, jasper.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priestly_breastplate 

[Evening – get together for short testimonials/bios. Stan has long “touching” 

testimonial. Marian cuts him off – nicely – after about 10 minutes. Stan probably 

could have gone on and on.]   

Later, I wrote a letter to Stan’s wife about the incident: "It was an evening where 

the Pilgrims Tour group was finished touring, and we gathered in a large room to 

talk about our backgrounds. This way we would know a little more about each 

other. We sat in a circle, and Stan was sitting next to me. All of a sudden, a fellow-

pilgrim named Wilbert, who had befriended Stan, came up and started chatting 

with Stan. We were still waiting for our tour guide, Marian, to arrive and start the 

meeting. When Wilbert started to head across the room to sit down near his wife, 

Stan got up and followed him. I did not stop him. He sat down next to Wilbert and 

continued the conversation they had started. I watched from across the room. 

"When Marian arrived, we started talking about ourselves. Each person had 

about three to five minutes to say something about the story of their life. Stan's 

turn came up -- he was probably the 25th person out of 35 to speak. He started 

talking about his life in Oregon, remembering a few details about wife, children, 

and Awen (grand-daughter). Then he veered off into an inspired reminiscence of 

your mother, Maria, calling her by name. He recalled how she was so dear to him, 

and how he looked up to her "spiritually." Stan's eyes became teary as he spoke, 
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and he kept glancing upwards, as if your mother's presence was vivid and near to 

him. It was "a divine moment," and I don't think Stan wanted it to end. He kept 

talking about her love and affection for Stan, and how she taught him many 

things.  

"Five minutes went by, and he still was talking. I was trying to get his attention, 

so that I could signal to him that it was time for him to end his talk. However, I 

realized he was fixated on the vision of your mother that he was reliving. His gaze 

was into the heavens. I think by now most of the pilgrims in the room also realized 

that Stan was undergoing a "spiritual experience," and they didn't want him to 

stop.  

"Ten minutes passed, and Marian thought that the other remaining pilgrims were 

entitled to also tell the story of their life. Luckily, she was sitting next to Stan. She 

put her arm around Stan sympathetically, and Stan suddenly woke up from his 

reverie, and asked, 'Is it time for me to stop?' Marian with compassion said, 'We 

understand your situation and condition and we would like to hear more, but there 

are others who wish to tell their story.'  

Stan smiled understandingly and stopped talking."   

That night Stan was in such spirits that he thought our dearly departed mother 

was in the room. Several times he assured me that she was still alive. His perception 

of reality was at a psychic level, where it seemed that he was looking across the 

"valley of the shadow of death" and seeing what was on the "other side." His 

experience convinced me that the Soul has a life of its own, totally independent of 

the brain. And even if the brain loses all memory of the past, the Soul remembers.  

 
 

Staying at the Leonardo Hotel in Tiberias. Founded by Herod Antipas about A.D. 
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18, Tiberias was one of the two cities that dominated Lower Galilee later that 

century. It is located midway along the western shores of Lake Galilee. Herod 

named the city in honor of the emperor Tiberius. The town of Tiberias is only 

mentioned once in the New Testament, after the feeding of the five thousand. The 

Sea of Tiberias, or Lake Galilee, is referred to in John 6:1 and John 21:1. 

[Boat ride (Holyland Sailing, Ltd. Wooden Boats) on the Sea of Galilee in the 

morning]  

 
 

The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater lake thirteen miles long and seventeen miles 

wide. The lake is surrounded on all sides by higher land because the surface of the 

lake is 690 feet below sea level. It lies in the lower section of the Jordan Valley. It 

is located about 60 miles north of Jerusalem in a range of mountains. The 

mountains of Upper Galilee are northwest of the lake and rise to a height of 4,000 

feet above sea level, while the mountains on the east and west ascend about 2,000 

feet. This lake has many names, beginning with Sea of Chinnereth (Numbers 

34:11), which is found in the Old Testament. The name was later changed to Lake 

Gennesaret (Luke 5:1). Because the town of Tiberias is on the shore, it was also 

called the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1, 23, and 21:1). King Herod built the town near 

the warm springs of Hamath by the sea around AD 26 and named it for the 

emperor. People began to call it the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 4:18) because it is 

close to the province of Galilee. In the New Testament, “the sea” identifies it as the 

Sea of Galilee. During the New Testament, the sea was surrounded by the towns 

of Capernaum, Bethsaida, Korazin, Magdala, Tiberias, and others. 
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[Note: a short video and an audio file of the boat ride songs is included at  

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/videos.htm] 

Playing of the National anthems of the United States and of Canada, “O Canada.”  

Master of Ceremonies on the boat (Jacob, “Iakov”): “Ladies and gentlemen, 

please be seated. Thank you for allowing me to be on your boat, for now it’s 

American-Canadian territory – poor me is only holding an Israeli passport. 

(laughter) So thank you very much for allowing me to be on your boat. 

“Anyhow, I want to give you some clearance about what we are and what is 

the Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee – I mean – it’s a sea, but not a sea, it’s a lake. 

It’s our most beautiful lake. And you know why it’s our most beautiful lake?” 

Someone yells out: “It’s the only one.” 

Jacob: “That’s right. It’s the only one that we have. The other one is the Dead 

Sea, and we don’t count it. The Sea of Galilee is the main water source of the 

country of Israel. 30% of the water comes from here. The Sea of Galilee is a violin 

shape, and that’s the reason in Hebrew we call it Yam Kinneret. A violin is 

kinneret. 

“Along the shore you can see how high is the water. Now this is very 

detrimental, because if the water declines – there are salt water springs down 

below us that might erupt, and dilute all this sea. And this is a problem that we are 

facing. So let’s all pray here later for a lot of rain today. (yells of ‘no, no’) You can 

find out that, also – we’re going to pray today for a lot of rain (yells of ‘tomorrow’) 

– and you can ask when the rain will come, tomorrow or next week. But we’re 

going to pray for rain today. OK? (laughter) 

“But, as you read in the Bible, this sea can be stormy. There were storms in 

1936 that destroyed all the seaside around here, and they had to rebuild it. So there 

can be 12 to 15 feet waves around here. We shall pray it will not be today. That’s 

another thing. 

“The lake is not very big – 21 kilometers long and 11 kilometers wide – and 

very shallow. 40 meters deep. The Dead Sea is about 400 meters deep. You can see 

the difference. If it would be 400 meters deep, there wouldn’t be a lot of water 

problems here. If you look to the other side – this is the place you been yesterday 

– the place of the ministry of the Lord, this is north. On the top, all around the 

seashore, you can see the Multiplication, you can see the Beatitude, the sermon on 

the mountain, you can see Capernaum, and on the top of the mountain you can see 

the city of Safat (Safed). Now usually, when it’s not hazy, you can see far away, 

very clear, Mount Hermon, the highest mountain around here. 



“On our left hand side, we can see the mighty cliffs of the Golan Heights. And 

up to ’67, this was the border with Syria. And as I say yesterday (to the Yellow bus 

group), if the border was quiet, it was OK. But we were bombed, shelled, 

unfortunately from this place, so in ’67 – with the help of God – we managed to 

take it over. And now this area is a quiet area. By the way, the Syrian border is the 

most quiet border since 1973.  

 

“The Sea of Galilee is an extension of the Jordan River. Actually, the Jordan 

River comes into the Sea of Galilee, and goes out from the Sea of Galilee, in the 

south. And the Sea of Galilee stops exactly where the Golan Heights stops. And 

over there – on the southern part – on the east, your left, this is the border with 

three states: Jordan, Israel, and Syria. The Sea of Galilee was important – later 

I’m sure our spiritual leader will talk about it – this is the place where the Lord 

met the fishermen and told them – what did he tell them? – (one answer: ‘follow 

me’) ‘Stop being fishermen, (another answer: ‘be fishers of men’) Good – be 

fishermen of men.’ 

“OK, if there are any questions, you can ask Marian. (laughter) Otherwise, 

have a nice ride. We shall put some good gospel music, and everybody dances. 

Nobody sits, OK? Thank you. Have a good ride.”  
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Devotional singing brought out the best in Stan. It seemed that there was a soul 

quality that was connected to music and the lyrics that were attached to a song, 

and that soul quality of music and song was not affected by the Alzheimer’s 

affliction that was destroying the cognitive and memory cells of the brain. When 

Stan was singing, his soul was alive with the sound of music and devotion. He knew 

most of the lyrics to most of the songs that were sung on the pilgrimage. After all, 

he was a worship leader at his church for quite a few years. 

Music: singing --   

Lord I lift your name on high   

Lord I love to sing your praises  

I'm so glad you are in my life   

I'm so glad you came to save us.   

You came from heaven to earth, to show the way   

From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay   

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky   

Lord I lift your name on high.  

Music: singing –   

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty   

Let all the earth rejoice   

All the earth rejoice   

He wraps himself in Light, and darkness tries to hide   

And trembles at His voice   

Trembles at His voice   

How great is our God, sing with me   

How great is our God, and all will see  

How great, how great is our God   

Age to age He stands   

And time is in His hands  

Beginning and the end  

Beginning and the end   

The Godhead Three in One   

Father Spirit Son   

The Lion and the Lamb   

The Lion and the Lamb   

How great is our God, sing with me   

How great is our God, and all will see   

How great, how great is our God  

[Sea of Galilee Boat ride – Bible Reading] 



Pastor Tom Burns – Bible reading: Mark 6: 45-56 (English Standard 

Version) 

“This is right after the feeding of 5,000:   

45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had taken 

leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, 

the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they 

were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the 

fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass 

by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, 

and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke 

to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got into the 

boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they 

did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened. 

“Remember the other story, where Jesus was on the Sea of Galilee – there 

was a storm – he was asleep. They were frightened at that point as well. And Jesus 

at that time rebuked them for being afraid there as well. Here it says that their 

hearts were hardened. They had forgotten about the loaves, you know, about the 

feeding of the five thousand, this great miracle – surely he would take care of them. 

It’s the same in our lives – we quickly forget the great things that the Lord has 

done. As we sit here today and look over at the Sea of Galilee, and the feeding of 

the 5,000 and all the things that Jesus had done around this area, we remember 

‘how great is our God.’ And when we get home, and the mundane things of life – 

he’s still a great God. He’s with us every moment of every day – nothing touches 

us but what we allow. It’s always good to remember how ‘great He always is.’ 

“He’s in the process of growing us – to be more like Him. No need to be afraid. 

And a little illustration that I’ve heard about the Sea of Galilee – that sea that we 

saw lots of streams feeding this sea, water into it, and then water out – it gives the 

people of Israel life. And then you go to the Dead Sea, and there’s a lot of water in, 

but none goes out. What happens? What do you see? Death. Our lives look like 

that when we don’t give from what God has given us. He’s giving us this living 

water in our lives – it is fresh life daily. And no matter what the circumstances – 

he will provide the resources that we need to deal with what’s coming ahead. It 

certainly may not go the way we’d like it to go, but Jesus gives us the resources to 

handle it -- like people of faith in the Father. Praise God for this opportunity that 

we have to be where Jesus was. Right here.” 

Sing song: “Thank You, Lord, for saving my soul,  

Thank You, Lord, for making me whole;   



Thank You, Lord, for giving to me.   

Thy great salvation so rich and free.” 

Prayer: “Father, we are here where you have been. You are here where we 

are. Even though the years have passed, the freshness of your presence is felt this 

day. And even as the disciples prayed, ‘Come to us on the water,’ – come to us, fill 

our hearts, enrich our lives. And may the testimony of all that we do show forth 

the grace and the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. Bless us as we sail, bless us as we 

observe, bless us as we feel your presence. And we will be grateful. In Christ’s 

name we pray, Amen.”   

Devotional reading: Matthew 8:23-27 - The tempest on the Sea of Galilee is stilled. 

Also, Mark 4:35-41 (v.39 – “and he said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind 

ceased, and there was a great calm.”) 

[Sea of Galilee Boat ride – Hava Nagila Group] 

“Oseh shalom bim’romav   

hu ya'aseh shalom aleinu   

v'al kol yisrael   

vimru, imru amen.   

Ya’aseh shalom, ya’aseh shalom   

Shalom aleinu   

V’al kol yisrael.”   

Lead singer: “God who makes peace in the heavens,   

creates peace on earth,   

on all of Israel,   

and let us all say Amen.”   

Sing again. 

Lead singer: “You know the song Hava Nagila? It says to be happy and enjoy. 

So, if you want, you can make a circle. We have a special dancer here – a special 

delivery from India. And he comes to teach you to dance the ‘Hava Nagila’ – so 

let’s make a circle, around the chairs. If you want to sit, that’s OK. Ok, let’s give 

each other hands, and we go in a circle – this way (clockwise). Ok, ready? Hava 

Nagila.  

Hava nagila (Let's rejoice)   

Hava nagila (Let's rejoice)   

Hava nagila ve-nisme (Let's rejoice and be happy)   

Hava neranenah (Let's sing)   

Hava neranenah (Let's sing)   

Hava neranenah ve-nisme (Let's sing and be happy)   

Uru, uru ahim!! (Awake, awake, brothers!)   



Uru ahim be-lev sameah (Awake brothers with a happy heart)   

Uru ahim, uru ahim!! (Awake, brothers, awake, brothers!)   

Be-lev sameah (With a happy heart.) 

Lead singer: “OK, when I say, 1-2-3, you say ‘Hey!” (in rhythm with the 

music) 1-2-3 “Hey!” 1-2-3 “Hey!” (several times) 

Sing and dance again, going around counter-clockwise. 

Paul: “That was good aerobics in the morning. Right?” 

Kathy: “Jesus had us dancing on the Sea of Galilee. We didn’t walk, we just 

danced.” 

Paul: “Yes, we danced.”  

 
 

Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee: “And he saw them toiling in rowing; 

for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he 

cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them. But 

when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and 

cried out…” (Mark 6:48-49). 

Lead singer: “All the world is a very narrow bridge,   

and the most important thing,   

it’s not to be afraid at all.   
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Again – All the world is a very narrow bridge,   

and the most important thing,   

it’s not to be afraid at all.   

‘Lo lefached klal’ means not to be afraid at all.” 

Song: “Kol Ha'olam kulo   

Gesher Tsar me'od   

Gesher Tsar me'od   

Gesher Tsar me'od   

Kol Ha'olam kulo   

Gesher Tsar me'od -   

Gesher Tsar me'od.   

Veha'ikar - veha'ikar    

Lo lefached -   

lo lefached klal.   

Veha'ikar - veha'ikar    

lo lefached klal.” 

[Background music from Hava Nagila Group – selling of souvenirs and CDs]  

 
 

WE BEG THEE with the strength and greatness of thy right arm- Untangle our 

knotted fate.   

Accept your people's song, elevate and purify us   

Please, heroic one, those who pursue your uniqueness- guard them as the pupil of 

 an eye.   
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Bless them, purify them, pity them, may your righteousness always reward them.  

Powerful and Holy One, in goodness lead your flock.   

Unique and proud one, to your people turn, who remember your holiness.   

Accept our cries, and hear our screams, oh knower of mysteries.   

(Blessed is the name of his noble kingdom forever and ever.)   

Ana becho'ach, g'dulat yemincha, tatir tz'rura   

Kabel rinat amcha sagveinu, tahareinu nora   

Na gibor dorshei yichudcha, k'vavat shamrem   

Barchem taharem, rachamei tzidkatcha Tamid gamlem, chasin kadosh Berov  

tuvcha, nahel adatecha   

Yachid ge'eh le'amcha p'neh, zochrei k'dushatecha   

Shavateinu kabel ushma tza'akateinu, yode'a ta'alumot   

(Baruch shem k'vod malchuto le'olam va'ed) 

[Mingle & talk.] 

Steve Miller: “Did you guys grow up in Ukraine.” 

Paul: “My brother Stan did, he lived there a couple of years. I was born in 

Germany, after World War II. My parents had to run away from Stalin’s regime. 

He was starving the Ukrainians, and they were dying by the hundreds of 

thousands. So luckily – or as my parents would say, God led us out – we were able 

to leave and go to Germany. My mother was German, so I think Germany was 

allowing mixed nationalities (Ukrainian-German) to enter Germany. So we were 

the fortunate ones.” 

Buy an album of Hava Nagila group. http://www.artgalilee.co.il  

And placemats of “Miracles of Jesus in Galilee” for me and Stan.  
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http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CN171-MIRACLES.htm  

http://topicalbible.org/naves/g/galilee--sea_(lake)_of_galilee--

miracles_of_jesus_on.htm  

List of Miracles around Galilee (from placemat):  

1. Nazareth: Luke 4:16, 24   

“…And He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up…But he said: “Truly 

I tell you that no prophet is accept in his home territory (country).”  

2. Cana: John 2:6-11   

“…And when the director of the feast tasted the water which had become wine.”  

3. Magdala: Matthew 4:18   

“…And walking by the Sea of Galilee…casting a net into the sea; for they were 

fishermen.”  

4. Land of Gennesaret [Tabgha]: Matthew 4:32-34   

“…And when they got into the boat, the wind stopped…And when they had 

crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.”   

5. Mount of Beatitudes: Matthew 5:1-12   

“…He went up on the mountain…And opening his mouth he began to teach 

them.”  

6. Capernaum: Mark 4:1-2   

“…He got into a boat in the sea and sat down…And he was teaching them many 

things.”  

7. Beit-Saida: Matthew 14:14-21   

“…He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, he 

blessed the food, and breaking the loaves he gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave to the multitudes, and they all ate, and were satisfied. And they 

picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets.”  

8. Sea of Galilee:   

“…He came to them, walking on the sea.” Matthew 14:24-33   

“…Go to the sea, and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and 

when you open its mouth, you will find a stater (piece of money). Take that and 

give it to them for you and me.” Matthew 17:27   

“…And he said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you 

will find a catch.’ They cast therefore, and then they were not able to haul it in 

because of the great number of fish.” John 21:6   

9. Gergesa: Mark 5:1-14    

“..For he had been saying to him, ‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”  

10. Grain Fields (near Hippos): Matthew 12:1   

“…At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath through the grain fields, and his 

disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat.”  

11. Jordan River: Matthew 3:13-16   



“…Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John to be baptized 

by him… And he saw the Spirit of God descending on a dove, and coming upon 

him.”  

12. Mt. Tabor: Matthew 17:1-3   

“…And six days later Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his brother, 

and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured 

before them.” 

[Sing ‘Amen’ & ‘This Little Light of Mine’ Medley with the group]  

Amen, Amen, Amen …   

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.    

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine,    

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.   

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine   

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine   

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine (to show my love).   

Amen, Amen, Amen … 

Lead singer: “Thank you very much, everybody. All of us hope you liked this 

boat ride. Thank you, and Shalom. 

People: “Shalom, and thank you.” 

Jacob: “Ladies and gentlemen, a big hand for the singers, for the sailors, for 

everybody around a big hand. (applause) If you like it, also, they have a gratitude 

basket – so, if you like it, you can leave something to show your gratitude…” 

[Jesus Boat Museum http://www.jesusboatmuseum.com/ ] 

Short video – Discovery of the Jesus Boat in the Sea of Galilee (1986)  

Narrator: “The Sea of Galilee gave us a gift …they discovered wood. Look again 

– it’s a boat. It’s almost a 10 meter long boat. Among the experts invited were 

marine archaeologist Dr. Shelley Wachsmann, and his assistant Dr. Kurt Raveh. 

[different voices tell their story] ‘We knew it was an ancient boat’… They were 

racing against time …As soon as we started excavating, we were opening it up to 

the air…the wood was fragile -- the minute it dries out it begins to crumble … 

people had to spray water on it … required special care … the wood was so soft 

and spongy … the solution found was to enfold it in plastic foam …. We dug 

channels underneath the boat. After digging channels underneath the boat, they 

were filled with foam. At the end the entire boat was covered with polyurethane. 

Now we had to move it to dry land. The simplest way was to sail it on the Sea of 

Galilee and place it on land. … We dug a pit from the boat to the water, and for 



the first time in 2,000 years it was sailing on the waters of the Sea of Galilee. 

…Everyone was so excited, they had tears in their eyes. .. A crane came to pull the 

boat out of the water. It was one very dangerous moment. One wrong move, and 

it could just disintegrate. The crane lifted the boat and placed it safely on the 

shore.” The short video ends with a female voice singing plaintively.  

 
 

Preserved 2,000 year old Boat of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee Boat also known as 

the Jesus Boat was an ancient fishing boat from the 1st century CE (the time of 

Jesus Christ), discovered in 1986 on the north-west shore of the Sea of Galilee in 

Israel. The remains of the boat, 27 feet (8.27 meters) long, 7.5 feet (2.3 meters) wide 

and with a maximum preserved height of 4.3 feet (1.3 meters), first appeared 

during a drought, when the waters of the Sea (actually a great fresh-water lake) 

receded. [For more information, see Wikipedia article about the Sea of Galilee 

boat.] 

Marian: “OK, we’re going to see the boat, now. 2,000 year old boat. When 

you say it quickly, it doesn’t sound like a lot. But it’s made of wood. That’s 

perishable. That disappears in time from buildings. This one sunk in the mud and 

remains to us. Needless to say, everyone got very excited that this was from the 

time of Jesus. This then we call the Jesus Boat. In the bus I will give an explanation 

why it’s probably not a boat that was used by Jesus, but probably used by the 

Jewish people of Tiberius when they were fighting against the Romans -- a sea 

battle. But what’s so fascinating is, watch what’s on the wall, because that will 

answer the question why Jesus was still asleep, why Yoshua was asleep, when there 

was a storm. When you look at the boat now, how it’s built, you will see that one 
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end of it turns upwards. Watch this portrayal now of the boat – and you see the 

corner, the right hand side turns up? If you are sleeping in that part of the boat, 

you don’t get the spray from the sea. And therefore, you could be sleeping when 

there’s a storm. 

“So it answered one of our main questions – how was it that Yoshua was still 

asleep when there was a mighty storm? 

“Take your photos, and we’re going to the bus, and I will talk about it in the 

bus.” 

Inside the museum:  

Marian: “I don’t get excited about nails, but anybody who gets excited about 2,000 

year old nails, here they are.” Also, Marian shows us a model of the Sea of Galilee 

boat.  

 

Outside the museum:   

Marian: “I’ve been trying to get the flowers to grow over the sign so you can’t see 

what’s written there. So you see the stones that have the holes in them? Can you 

guess what they are without reading the sign? (laughter, for we had already seen 

the sign) Anchors. These are anchors of the boats from the time of the Yoshua. 

(wow – exclamations). Not only are these the anchors, but we found a church on 

the side of the hill, and under the altar was one of these stones. And that 

traditionally could have been the anchor of the boat of Jesus. Could have been. 

This Jesus boat is from the time of Yoshua, but I don’t think it was his. 
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“I want to share something else with you. This piece of artwork here is done 

by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim artists working together. [Monument to Peace, 

Mutual Cooperation] Which means, if we really try, we can get on. 

Paul: “Are those symbols of things in Israel.” 

Marian: “Yes.”  

 
 

Yigal Allon Center. “Man in the Galilee” Museum. Place where the ancient boat 

of Galilee is preserved. The Arch is a compilation of Jewish-Christian-Muslim 

elements (and symbols). 

[On the way to Yardenit, baptismal site at River Jordan] 

Marian: “Whoever feels the need can do it. You can rent a robe for ten 

dollars. But if you want to buy the robe, and keep it, I think it’s a little more 

expensive. And it comes with a picture. Then we’re going to find a place for our 

group. And what I’d like to ask of those who are not being baptized is to come 

down and support us. I know there’s a big beautiful shop there, but you did 

shopping, guys. So I think you can forego the shopping this time in order to 

support those going through the baptism. 

“I’ve worked with a lot of African groups, and one of the things they really 

love when they come to do their baptisms, is everybody sings all the time while the 

baptism is going on. Everybody is singing, everybody is happy. So I would really 
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appreciate it if everybody would come down to support those who are having this 

very special moment in their lives. It’s not something you’re going to be doing 

often. 

“When you get the robe, they also give you a towel, and they give you a 

certificate. I’ll be taking the certificate so they don’t get wet, and I’ll be giving 

them out in the bus. Then the pastors can sign it later, or whenever you wish. 

Pastor Tom has volunteered to be working as the baptizer. And Pastor John is 

going to help him. 

“This site is called Yardenit. Now, this is not where the baptism took place. 

The baptism took place much further south, opposite Jericho. We are going there, 

we will be there, but you can’t baptize there because -- first of all, the water is 

totally not clean, you’ll see, it’s not water you’d want to go into – here it’s clean 

water and we’ve made sure there’s no problem with water, no sewerage in the 

water. 

“So we’re doing the baptism where the Jordan River leaves the Sea of Galilee. 

So the Jordan River comes in at the north, flows all the way through the Sea of 

Galilee, touches all the sites of the miracles, and then the Jordan River flows out 

through the south. From the north, and out through the south. We’re going to have 

the baptism just at the southern edge of the Sea of Galilee where the Jordan River 

begins. The place that we have, the official place at the site, is called Yardenit, from 

the name of the Jordan River. I will find which place they have reserved for us. 

It’s going to be very full down there, which is why we need your support. You’ll 

help keep the place. The ones not getting baptized can go and sit there. You can 

put your feet in the water, and baptize your feet. There’s a lot of little fish there, 

and you’ll receive that special therapy – nibbling. And it’s free. So you can have a 

nibbling therapy while you’re waiting. And I’ll be up trying to show everybody 

where we’re going. So I need quite a bit of cooperation because it’s very full there. 

So many people want to do this. There’s so many groups at this time at the 

baptismal site. 

“If you want to fill up with your own Jordan water, drink down your water 

now. Take your bottle – this is where you can fill up.” 

Person: why can’t we get baptized at the real baptismal site?” 

Marion: “Because, although we’ll be at the site of the baptism, you will not 

actually be able to go into the water there because it’s the border with Jordan. 

Now, I need to tell you that the River Jordan had a very good public relations 

officer. So it’s not going to quite fill the description of the song:  



Leslie leads the group in a song –   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.   

 

Jordan's river is deep and wide, hallelujah   

I’ve got a home on the other side, hallelujah.   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.   

 

River Jordan is chilly and cold, hallelujah   

Chills the body but not the soul, hallelujah.   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah   

Michael row the boat ashore, hallelujah.   

 

Sister helped to trim the sail, hallelujah   

Sister helped to trim the sail, hallelujah.  

 
 

The Baptismal Site on the Jordan River. In Hebrew, Jordan River means “the 

descender.” Pilgrims from far and wide come to the Yardenit, the Place of 

Baptism, to immerse themselves in the holy waters of the River Jordan. Jesus’ site 

of baptism was most probably further south, near the Judean desert. Marian told 

us we would see that site – positioned presently on the Israel-Jordan border near 

Jericho – later on our trip. During the Arab-Israel conflict, the Yardenit site was 

developed by Kibbutz Kinnereth and facilities provided for pilgrims wishing to 

participate in baptism ceremonies. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel100.jpg


Marian: “Thank you so much. So, it’s not chilly. The River Jordan is not 

chilly. It’s not wide. You can’t boat across. You certainly wouldn’t trim a sail. We 

have this great public relations officer, so it gets to be thought of as a great river. 

So don’t be disappointed, because – as you know – great things come in small 

packages. 

“Don’t forget, if you’re getting baptized you need something under the robe. 

It becomes see-through – (laughter) You can buy underwear. They’re prepared 

for all these occasions. So we go in – on the far side of the entrance is a long table, 

and there we get the robes. They give you a bag, and in the bag you have your 

towel. All these you’ll return, of course. But the bag is plastic, so you keep that to 

put your wet costume, or your wet stuff, in afterwards. 

“So we’ll just take it as it goes. We don’t have a time for finishing. If it takes 

longer, it takes longer. This is not something you get to do every day.”  

 
 

Welcome to Yardenit, the Baptismal Site on the Jordan River. Located near where 

the clear waters flow from the Sea of Galilee. The Jordan River originates above 

the Sea of Galilee and meanders south through the Jordan Valley two hundred 

miles to end in the Dead Sea. This river lies in the bottom of a great canyon called 

the Jordan Rift, an elongated depression stretching from lower southwest Asia 

Minor (Syria) to the Gulf of Aqaba. 

Song at the baptismal:   

I have decided to follow Jesus;   
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I have decided to follow Jesus;   

I have decided to follow Jesus;    

No turning back, no turning back.   

 

The world behind me, the cross before me;   

The world behind me, the cross before me;   

The world behind me, the cross before me;   

No turning back, no turning back.  

[Hebrew baptism performed for Paul and Tony – based on Matthew 3:16, 

Mark 1:10 – performed by Dr. Ron Moseley]   

According to Dr. Moseley, the Hebrew baptism is described in Matthew 3:16 – 

“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water.” Mark 

1: 10 – “And straightway coming up out of the water.”  

 

Hebrew ritual bathing was performed by a person going down (fully immersed) 

and coming straight up out of the water.   

Thus, the baptizer simply said a few words “to fulfill all righteousness” and then 

the participant simply immersed himself – according to the rules of ritual bathing. 

The actual Baptism wording used by Dr. Ron Moseley (“the Baptizer”):  

“In obedience to our Lord & Savior, I baptize you, my brother, according to your 

faith: upon your confession in the Name of the Father, the Name of the Son, and 

the Name Above Every Name – the Name of Yeshua Meshiach – for the remission 

of your sins & to fulfill all righteousness in accordance with the biblical text.”  

Hebrew baptism, part 1  

(incomplete) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O42PMyXkIYM  

excerpt of video of Hebrew baptism, part 2  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcoItj7OnZc 

After the Hebrew baptism, I joined a group of fellow-pilgrims for a 

Protestant baptism. I was getting re-baptized in the traditional way of my 

"fathers" of the Protestant religion, this time "to fulfill all righteousness" by 

following the example of the Master (Rabbi) Jesus ("the redeeming power of the 

Messiah," according to Dr. Ron Moseley) in order to experience the process of 

redemption and regeneration. The baptisms were extra special because they were 

accomplished in the sacred Jordan River.  

Hebrew%20baptism,%20part%201%09%20(incomplete)
Hebrew%20baptism,%20part%201%09%20(incomplete)
excerpt%20of%20video%20of%20Hebrew%20baptism,%20part%092


  

Afterwards, I performed my own ceremonial "crossing the stream" swim 

across the Jordan River -- to the other side and back. 

On the way to the bus, I noticed a ceramic tile display of the biblical baptism 

of Jesus from Mark 1:9-11.  

 
 

Biblical passage of Baptism in many languages. The actual wording in English on 

the tile said: "In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of (the) water, immediately he 

saw the heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove, and a 

voice came from heaven; “Thou are my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased." 

[Bus ride to Beit Shean] 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel99d.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel99f.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel101.jpg


Marian: “We’re now right on the border with Jordan. And because this river 

meanders – it’s just a 100 kilometers from here down to the Dead Sea – the River 

Jordan meanders 200 kilometers. And we have one of the meanders just below us 

– the green area with the foliage in it – that’s the Jordan meander here. It’s a very 

small river, but in ancient times, it was much bigger. Today our peace plan with 

Jordan included the use of the Jordan River. See the border patrol? 

“So now the Jordan River is our border. And we’re going down to the 

northern tip of the Dead Sea. On the way, we’re going to stop at a major site called 

Beit Shean. Beit Shean is the eastern fortress into the Jezreel Valley. If you look 

on your right hand side, you see very high mountains. And you remember, ancient 

highways don’t go up mountains. There would be a break in the mountains, and 

that’s where the highway would go. So you’re coming down from the mountains 

of Gilad – on the left hand side – see the big valley over there? And you’re coming 

into this large and fertile plain, the plain of the Jordan Valley. And then you find 

a space between the mountains, and that’s where you go up into the Jezreel Valley. 

“So you remember how important Megiddo was – and I explained that 

Megiddo held the road that went to the coast, from the valley to the coast. Now we 

have a fortress that holds from the Jordan Valley to the Jezreel Valley. So if you 

like, this is the sister fortress of Megiddo. Megiddo holds the western exit; Beit 

Shean, the eastern entrance. And I say entrance very emphatically, because we 

always think of this as a border. In fact, we turned our backs on this border. 

“And now, I’m going to tell you one of the most amazing things about the 

Jordan River. This river can divide, and this river can bring together. When we 

had a quarrel with Jordan, we could not decide how to divide the Jordan River 

between us. The only way to make the peace accord was to agree how to divide the 

Jordan water. Once we made an agreement about the Jordan waters in 1994, we 

could sign a peace agreement. So this river can pull apart or bring together. 

“We can also call it a river of endings and beginnings. And when we get to 

the actual site of the baptism, I’ll remind you how many beginnings and ending 

there were. So if we talk about Moses ending his ministry on the other side, and 

Joshua beginning on this side; if we talk about John the Baptist and Jesus’ 

baptism, we have endings and beginnings. This is quite an amazing river. And I 

want to remind you of one thing – there is nowhere else, except on this river, that 

you will find the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. At the moment of baptism, the 

three unite. And I’ll remind you of that when we get to the actual baptism site of 

Jordan. 



“So we’re stopping at the major site called Beit Shean, which is the fortress 

that holds the entrance to the Jezreel Valley from the Jordan Valley. Jordan Valley 

gets its name, of course, from the River Jordan. River Jordan gets its name from 

the fact that it goes down. 

“If you look over, now, to the other side of the Jordan River, you can see all 

the villages that are in Jordan. And 80% of the population of Jordan lives in the 

Jordan Valley. The rest of the country is desert. The 80% need 80% of the water. 

The farming communites over there – they’re farming very similar to the people 

over here. A lot of people ask me which is the best agricultural land for Israel, and 

I meaning farming people. We have the flat coastal plain, we have a mountainous 

area, and we have the Jordan Valley. Which one do you think is the best for 

farming?” 

Answers: “The Jordan Valley.” 

Marian: “All agreed on the Jordan Valley?” 

Unanimous: “Yes.” 

Marian: “Absolutely right. Because – not only do we have constant water 

here, we have 360 days of sunshine. And not only do we have 360 days of sunshine, 

but at this point we are 200 meters below sea level – and just before we get to the 

northern tip of the Dead Sea, we are 400 meters below sea level. So, all crops 

growing here are like crops growing in a natural hothouse. You will not see so 

many hothouses further south, because the area gets hotter and hotter as you get 

to the area of the Dead Sea. But you see how lush this area is. There almost isn’t a 

single meter that is not farmed. Also, you’ll see a lot of fish ponds here. Because 

we are 200 meters below sea level – actually the underground water is hotter than 

the areas at sea level – and fish love hot water. They breed better here. So this is 

one of the most important areas for fish breeding. And today we’ve had to stop 

fishing from the Sea of Galilee because we’re almost fished out. 

“Look to your left. This is a moshav. See how you have the house and a plot 

of land. Remember, in the moshav semi-community you work your own plot of 

land. But, being communal, everybody must have a same-size field. That’s why, 

when they inherit, the children can only inherit one sum, so the size of the field 

always remains the same, so that everyone in the moshav has the same economy. 

Same-size field. What he does with it, that’s his problem. But everyone must have 

the same starting economy. Moshav is just the Hebrew word for settlement. 



“In the Bible, in Scripture, in what you call the Old Testament, we have a 

story of a very – I think tragic story – of King Saul. Tragic because he didn’t look 

to be king, he didn’t ask to be king, but once he received the responsibility he was 

going to carry it out to the end even though he made mistakes. Just human. And 

maybe the most tragic of all the stories is in the book of Samuel, 1 Samuel 31. It’s 

a tragic story because Saul already knows that he is going to lose the kingdom. 

And Samuel has told him as much. So before the battle with the Philistines begins, 

Saul wants to make sure what the outcome will be. Now Saul has been told by 

Samuel not to have diviners, not to have people telling the future. So he’s been 

witch-hunting, literally. Yet, in a moment of terror, he decides, ‘I’ve got to go find 

one of these witches and try to raise the spirit of Samuel from the grave. And we’re 

going to read it in one moment – this incredible story.   

[The witch of Endor, sometimes called the medium of Endor, was a woman who 

apparently called up the ghost of the recently deceased prophet Samuel, at the 

demand of King Saul of the Kingdom of Israel in the First Book of Samuel, chapter 

28:3–25. The witch is absent from the version of that event recounted in the 

deuterocanonical Book of Sirach (46:19–20).] 

“You can already see that the mountains you’re coming down, so the big road 

that would go across the valley would go up. In one moment – you see the 

mountains on the right have disappeared. It’s the only possibility for a big caravan 

-- trade or army – to go into the Jordan Valley. See on the map – the Jordan Valley 

is here, and then it’s going to cross to the coast – this is where you go up, this is 

where you have Beit Shean. 

“Now we know that the Philistines are a sea people. And that they come in at 

the area of Ashdod, and Gaza, and Ashkelon. They have cities down there (south). 

And look at the map – we’re up here (north) at Mount Gilboa. What are we doing 

at Mount Gilboa with Philistines, when we know that the Philistines are sea people 

and they settle on the coast? Well, what they’re doing here is what everybody else 

is doing in ancient times – they want this trade route. They want this Via Maris 

that goes through the valley. So they want this valley; they want to capture that 

road. And so Saul is actually fighting the Philistines here.” 

Bible Reading by Ken Koch, 1 Samuel 31:1-13 (English Standard Version)  

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel, and the men of Israel fled before the 

Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines overtook Saul and 

his sons, and the Philistines struck down Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-

shua, the sons of Saul. 3 The battle pressed hard against Saul, and the archers 

found him, and he was badly wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his 

armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these 

uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and mistreat me.” But his armor-



bearer would not, for he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his own sword and 

fell upon it. 5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell upon 

his sword and died with him. 6 Thus Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor-

bearer, and all his men, on the same day together. 7 And when the men of Israel 

who were on the other side of the valley and those beyond the Jordan saw that the 

men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned their 

cities and fled. And the Philistines came and lived in them. 

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, they found Saul 

and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 So they cut off his head and stripped 

off his armor and sent messengers throughout the land of the Philistines, to carry 

the good news to the house of their idols and to the people. 10 They put his armor 

in the temple of Ashtaroth, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 11 

But when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to 

Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose and went all night and took the body of Saul and 

the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and they came to Jabesh and 

burned them there. 13 And they took their bones and buried them under the 

tamarisk tree in Jabesh and fasted seven days. 

Marian: “Saul is the Hebrew word Sha’ul, it comes from the word ‘to ask.’ 

And the word Shmu’el (Samuel), it comes from the word ‘listen.’ So you have one 

asking, and one listening, in this story. 

“We’re coming into the modern town of Beth-Shean. As you can see, 

everything is because it’s the Sabbath. This has been one of the major excavations, 

and one of the most important excavated sites in the country. Look to the right. 

We have a complete amphitheater. And you see the man – I arranged someone 

moving so you could see the size of the amphitheater. (laughter) And the doors 

that are open would be for animals to come out. So, if we wanted to have a good 

day out, we would come to the amphitheater. 

“You can run out and get a photo and come back in.”  



 

[Arrive at Beit Shean]  

 
 

BET SHE’AN NATIONAL PARK. There are traces of an ancient settlement here 

in the well watered and fertile northern part of the Jordan Valley. This Palestinian 

town is located fifteen miles south of the Sea of Galilee and four miles west of the 

Jordan River. It stood at the eastern end of the Jezreel Valley, guarding an 

important Jordan River crossing. It was one of the key cities that developed at 

points where natural routes connected the highlands to the east and west. When 

the Philistines defeated Israel under King Saul at the battle on Mount Gilboa, 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel103a.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel102.jpg


Beth-Shan was a Philistine city. The slain bodies of Saul and his sons were hung 

on the city wall. Saul’s head was displayed in the temple of Dagon, a Philistine 

deity (1 Samuel 31:10-13; 2 Samuel 21:12-14; 1 Chronicles 10:8-10). Later, the city 

became a part of David’s kingdom. 

Dr. Ron Moseley tells us of working with Dr. Amihai Mazar at Beth Shean 

(informal talk):  

Dr. Ron Moseley: “The Roman road here – you get right down to the end on the 

right – it looks like you go up some stairs, but you don’t. You go an area where 

there are some of these columns that will be, you know, pillars that are wrecked. 

And these things will be laid all the same – down on the ground because of an 

earthquake. And when you see them all laid down like that – that’s an earthquake. 

I was here one day working with Amihai Mazar, and right down at the end of this 

road, and some guy finds – right there – one of these masks like they use in the 

theater. There’s a theater right there (pointing to the right). It’s made out of stone. 

Solid. He holds it up to his face ….” (Ron stops)  

 
 

Model of Beit She’an, the ancient walled Decapolis (one of ten Roman-controlled 

centers) city named Beit She’an (or Scythopolis).  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beit_Shean  

Excavations by university students during the 1980’s unearthed the Tel Beit 

She’an and the enormous city known as Beit She’an (Greek Scythopolis). Beth-

Shan received the name of Scythopolis during the Hellenistic period because it was 

settled by a colony of Scythian mercenaries serving the Egyptian king Ptolemy II. 

This strategic site also held an Egyptian military base, which were also located in 
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other surrounding areas. Greek deities Dionysus and Zeus had temples built in 

honor of them. Eventually, Beth-Shan became an important administrative center 

under the rule of the Hasmonean kings. It prospered as a member of the league of 

Greco-Roman commercial cities called Decapolis (Matthew 4:25; Mark 7:31) and 

was the only league member west of the Jordan. 

Marian: “OK, you guys, gather round. (at the model of Beth-Shean) This city 

is what you call a Decapolis city. Deca means 10, polis means city. Polis you already 

know as a Greek word for city. You may remember that we said the whole of the 

Greek world conquers the Middle East in the year 332 BC. And it’s led by 

Alexander the Great, but we know him as Brad Pitt (actor who played Alexander 

in the movie). The Greek culture is a western culture. And I tried at Caesarea to 

introduce these immense differences between east and west just like you see today. 

You all know how different the eastern cultures are from the western cultures. 

“So, in these ancient cultures of the west, one of the most important things 

was the body. The western world loved the body. So much so, that a statue of a 

body – which I showed you in Caesarea – was a beautiful thing. Just like we go to 

an art show today, we think of the body as a beautiful thing. In the eastern world 

– it was the opposite. Now, when this western culture comes to the eastern world, 

which looks backward to it – you know, they really don’t understand one another 

– they realize that they need to enlighten this backward world. 

“They would have cities as central areas, and the backward world would see 

how wonderful these cities were, and then they’d want to be like them. And you 

know what? It worked. It’s just like when you go to a country that’s not fully 

developed today, you bring in a supermarket, they love it. You bring in a cinema, 

they love it. So the western world – let’s say the modern world – has lots to offer 

the third world. They have all these modern things. So it’s quite natural that when 

the Greeks opened up gymnasiums for enjoying the body, the eastern world said, 

‘Ah, there’s life before death.’ You can actually enjoy things. 

“And then you remember, something else happens. The Roman world takes 

over from the Greek world. And all that beauty and culture goes in a different 

direction. And this would be a typical Roman city. Now, if it was in Italy, it would 

have been carefully planned before it was built. When they came to an area like 

the Middle East, they had to build their city as the topography was around older 

cities, because that’s where the water was. 

“We’ll have part of a straight street that we’ll see. But we don’t have the 

exact crossroads that you would have in a Roman city. So, number one for a city 

was order – anything outside is chaos. So you need a wall. Inside will be order, 



outside will be chaos. And inside the wall you’re going to have a god to protect the 

city. So just inside the wall is going to be a ditch – inside, not outside. Called the 

prumarium (?). And this prumarium (?) means the line that your god was in 

control of. Once you go out the city, he doesn’t have any power. Which is why you 

need another god to take you on the journey – and you may know him as St. 

Christopher today – the one who you journey with. It goes right back to these early 

ideas. 

“You’re going to have the wall. You’re going to have the living quarters in 

straight lines, cause the Romans liked order. And they also liked to know where to 

find things. So, in the center of town was going to be the forum down there 

(pointing with a stick to the forum on the large model of Beit Shean), your theater 

over here, bathhouse and shopping areas. Not far away would be your arena, and 

your hippodrome. 

“So we began to say, ‘what was a good day in the Roman world?’ Watching 

people being killed. Now we discovered that these original arenas and 

amphitheaters – by the way, ‘amphi’ is this (pointing to circular or oval-shaped 

arena). I know a lot of you call this an ‘amphi’ (pointing to semi-circular theater), 

but it’s not. ‘Amphi’ is simply the word for ‘two’ (or ‘on both sides’) – two theaters. 

So that’s half a theater (pointing to semi-circular theater again), and this is two 

theaters (pointing to oval-shaped arena). You just put the two halves together, and 

you get ‘amphi’ – two theaters. And you get this circle. And you’re going to need 

that, because you’re going to have gladiators who want to escape. If you have half 

a circle, they can run away. If you’ve got this (pointing to enclosed arena), they 

can’t get out. 

“And then they’re going to have the floor in sand. They had marble, but they 

didn’t use if for the floor because so much blood was being spilt, so it had to have 

some kind of floor that would absorb the blood. Can you imagine for a moment, 

living in a world knowing that your life is worth nothing? That people are going 

to watch you die for a sport. Is it any wonder that Yoshua is talking about the birds 

– ‘look at the birds, look at the flowers’ – that’s a whole different world than this 

(Roman) culture.” 

Ellen: “Were the people that were used in the sport slaves?” 

Marian: “OK, it could be any slave. Later it would be early Christians. For 

this period, it was a lot of Jewish slaves. And the more, the merrier. The more 

people you killed, the happier the audience was. So much so that you couldn’t just 

have two gladiators fighting, then ‘ok, I win.’ No, no, no. You do the fighting, and 

then you would put your sword and your foot on the man, you would look to the 



emperor or the Caesar or whoever was there to get your sign – thumbs up or 

thumbs down. Life or death. This was what the Roman world was. 

“When we get to Jerusalem, and we talk about Pontius Pilate, you got to 

remember that this is a general in the Roman army. He is not a sweet, kind, 

gentleman. (subdued laughter) You really got to get what the Roman world is. And 

this is what Yoshua is up against. That is why his world is so lovely. Because he’s 

showing what the world should be. 

“So I wanted to use this (model) as a background for that (pointing to the 

ruins of Beit Shean), cause once the Romans take over, they realize that if they 

want to control the people, they’ve got to use these cities (Decapolis) within 

controlled areas. And Beit Shean is one of those cities. Amman [Philadelphia, 

modern day Amman, the capital of Jordan] was a Decapolis city. (asking Dr. 

Moseley) “Did you go to any other Decapolis cities?”    

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decapolis  

Dr. Moseley: “No, we went to …ah … no. We did not.” 

Marian: “So this is on par with other great Decapolis cities. But, if you had 

come here thirty years ago – none of this was excavated. Now, about excavations. 

Somebody was asking me, ‘Who does all these excavations?’ Excavation is Israel 

is carried out by universities. Each university gets an amount of money for these 

excavations, very often in conjunction with universities abroad. We cannot 

excavate without money. That’s why there are lots of places that we would like to 

excavate, but we can’t because there’s just not enough money. So the more 

important the place for tourism, the more likely it’s going to get excavated. 

“So when we first started here, we knew about the tel (mound), which you’ll 

see in one moment. There’s a tel over here (pointing to model). But they didn’t 

know that if you come down from the tel, you have this enormous Roman city. And 

they certainly didn’t know we had an amphitheater. They only knew there was a 

bit of a theater, and a bit of a bathhouse. So we’re going to go through this Roman 

city and try to understand it a bit, because in my mind – although we’re here on 

pilgrimage – if we want to understand the world of Yoshua, we have to understand 

the Roman world. Because that’s what he’s up against, and that’s what the Jewish 

people know. It’s their country, but this is the people who are ruling. 

“So, whereas in the Greek world you would go to the theater and the 

bathhouse, in the Roman world you would go to horse races, you would go to watch 

people get killed – that’s a whole different world. 



Person: “Does the model show what it looked like in Roman time, and how 

many people lived here?” 

Marian: “Actually, most of it is supposition. The Harod creek goes around 

here, and we know that the wall goes along all of that. But I’m not sure about the 

population – most likely several thousand people.” 

“So now, my dears, I’m going to ask you to walkwards like this (demonstrates 

movement away from the model of the ancient city), because we’re going to go 

back in time. (laughter) -- I’m joking, guys. So, as we’re walking back in time, I 

want to . . ." 

[Walking towards the excavated ruins of Beit Shean.] 

Marian: “Here you have 5,000 years of history, one level on top of the other. 

The excavation on the right-hand side – and at the top -- has the temple, which was 

originally Egyptian, and later Philistine – was where the body of King Saul was 

peeled. And over there is Yavesh Gilad that we were reading about in the book of 

Samuel (1 Samuel 31, Jabesh-gilead). And how they came and took the body and 

burned and buried it on the other side. They didn’t take the head because the head 

was in the temple. It was night. They had to do it all at night. 

“So, when they came to excavate, they knew that the theater was here, and 

the bathhouses were there -- they were amazed to find this road. You know why it 

was such an amazing thing for them? Because that road goes straight into the tel 

– into that hill. Why on earth would you build a road into a hill? It’s like, can you 

imagine 5th Avenue (in New York) going straight into a building? Wouldn’t make 

a lot of sense. OK, look at the base of the tel. Can you see three little arches there? 

There’s a temple there. And that temple was dedicated to Nyssa, and Nyssa was a 

nurse-maid of Dionysus. And Dionysus is a great little god – the god of wine, orgies, 

good times! If you are Roman. If you are Roman you drink in excess, and you lose 

your senses. Look in the Bible and see how many times it tells you, ‘Yes, your wine 

will make your heart happy, but be careful.’ You got the story of Noah – be careful, 

otherwise you will uncover your father. You have story after story to be careful of 

not drinking too much. But in the Roman world – go, go for it. Because they didn’t 

care about morals, they didn’t have morals. So, Dionysus had a temple on the 

right-hand side. We’re going to go there. And on top of the hill was a temple to 

Zeus.  



 
 

The 150-meter long colonnaded street crossed the city from the slopes of the Tel 

(mound) to the theater. Originally built during the Roman period, the street was 

renovated at the beginning of the Byzantine period (324-638 CE). On its northwest 

side is a covered portico which opens onto a row os shops whose façade was faced 

with marble. A dedicatory inscription from the 4th century CE found in the 

portico mosaic, recounts the construction of the portico in the days of Palladius, 

governor of the province. Thus the road came to be named Palladius Street by 

excavators. On the opposite side of the street, a two-story row of shops was erected 

on an ancient foundation from the Roman period. 

“So this was a processional highway for the people who were going to the 

temple. That’s why it goes straight into the hill. A processional highway. 

“Now, about going to the top. I was going to offer the young people is – 

sometimes they get bored sitting in the bus all the time. And they want a little 

physical challenge. And certainly, if there are some people who want to run up to 

the top – but we don’t do it for most of up – but if there are some young people, 

and they actually want to run up to the top, I’ll tell them at exactly what point they 

can meet us back at the theater – three-and-a-half minutes later. (laughter) 

“It’s a long way up, and it’s a hard climb. But for younger people, it’s OK. 

So, we’re going to start here, at the bathhouse, go through this main street or 

cardo. Then we’ll go around the forum and into the theater.  

[The cardo was a north-south oriented street in Roman cities, military camps, and 

coloniae. The cardo, an integral component of city planning, was lined with shops 
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and vendors, and served as a hub of economic life. The main cardo was called 

cardo maximus. The cardo was the "hinge" or axis of the city, derived from the 

same root as cardinal.] 

Walk down “Palladius Street” – a 150-meter long colonnaded steet. 

Paul: “It’s quite a view up there.” 

Kevin: “You’ve been up there?” 

Paul: “Oh, yeah. 

Alison: “Did you already run up there?” 

Paul: “Not in three-and-a half minutes. It’s about -- at least -- a fifteen minute 

hike. They have a governor’s house, you can see some ruins up there.” 

Kevin: “Oh, yeah. Is it worth it?” 

Paul: “Oh, yeah – the view around is 360 degrees – 

Kevin: “Oh, I see.” 

Paul: “The whole valley, Jordan Valley … “ 

Kevin: “I might want to go up there.” 

Paul: “I’d go up there if I had somebody look after my brother.” 

Steven: “We can delegate.” 

Paul: “I had Kevin watch Stan the last time, during the baptism at the 

Jordan.” 

Kevin: “Yeh, that was fun with your brother.” 

Paul: “It’s a fun hike. I love hiking up hills. I do that with my wife all the 

time.” 

Kim: “If you want to go up, Stan can stay with me. I’m not going up.” 

Paul: “Oh, OK. Sure, I’ll go up with Kevin, and these young guys (referring 

to Jeremy and Steven). 



Kim (to Stan): “We’re not going up there, are we? No way, Stan.” 

Paul: “He doesn’t have that physical stamina he once had. I tried to get his 

wife to walk with him more, but she doesn’t have the time.” 

Kim: “That’s a long way, and it would kill me. You should have seen me 

going up Mount Sinai. I made it, though.” 

Paul: “That’s good.” 

Kim: “I have asthma.” 

Paul: “That’s a tough one.” 

Steven: “It looks like twenty minutes on the stair-stepper.” 

Paul: “Yeh, we can jog up there. We can make it in about seven minutes.” 

Kim: “Oh, yeah – how many steps is it, I wonder.” 

Paul: “It’s only about 100 – 150 at the most. It’s not that many. Marian is 

discouraging us from going, because she doesn’t want to waste any time.” 

(laughter) 

Kim: “Go for it, it’ll be a great view.” 

Paul: “Kevin, Kim said she’ll watch Stan. The four of us can go up there.” 

Kevin: “That’s great. I’m game.” 

Paul: “Marian, we have four people who want to go up. l want to go up with 

them.” 

Marian: “I won’t let you, I’m sorry. I’m talking to the young boys, I’m 

serious guys.” 

Paul: “I used to be a marathon runner.” 

Marian: “It doesn’t matter. I don’t want anybody getting sick on the tour. 

Listen guys, it’s only something I offered to the youngsters. I know some people 

are physically fit, and – but I know it’s a very hard climb, and it’s really just for 

young people. We don’t go up with older members of the tour. OK?” 



Leslie: “How many steps is it?” 

Marian: “It’s not a question of the steps. It’s the climb.” 

Kim: “It’s steep.”  

 
 

Western Bathhouse. This Byzantine bathhouse, covering around 9 dunams, 

contains hot and tepid bathing halls with a heating system (hypocaust). Its walls 

were coated with colored plaster and its floors were paved with marble slabs and 

mosaics. The main structure opens on all sides onto rooms and exedras. Frequent 

changes made to the building, with the funding of the province’s governors, are 

documented in Greek dedicatory inscriptions. 

Marian: “OK, my dears. We are in the bathhouse. If you are a woman, most 

of your day—most of your afternoon—is spent in the bathhouse. So you do 

whatever work you need to do in the morning, and the afternoon is spent in the 

bathhouse, unless you are a slave. In which case, of course, you don’t have this 

option. But if you are a citizen, then you’re in the bathhouse. Now, this area is for 

your work-out. This is the open area where you lift your weights, flex your muscles, 

and everything. 

“Can you guess what these little rooms are for? See these rooms behind us 

here.” 

Answers: “Showers, bath, massage.” 
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Marian: “You are thinking logically.” 

Another answer: “Not good stuff.” 

Marian: “No, no. Good stuff. These little rooms are for debate – not 

discussion, but debate. Because one of the most important thing in the Roman 

world was oratory -- how you spoke. If you didn’t know how to speak your 

message, you didn’t go anywhere in the Roman world. You would have debating 

areas, and you would try to win a debate, an argument, whatever. And these little 

rooms were set aside for that. You were having a whole afternoon of it, you know. 

“We are going in one moment to the main bathroom – we’ll go around the 

whole bath area – and we’ll see how this was your entertainment for the afternoon. 

So you will come – men and women – in together. The Senate tried twenty-two 

times to pass a law that men and women shouldn’t be bathing together. It didn’t 

go through. Because that was the whole joy of it. So, men and women bathing 

together. You would come in with food, and you would come in with a little kit. 

And in your kit would be: a flask of oil, for oiling yourself down, a scraper to take 

off the oil, little tweezers for cutting the hair, massage things – all your wash-up 

kit would be coming in with you. 

“When they excavated all this – thirty years ago we would point to Beit 

Shean, and it was just a tel, most people couldn’t climb it. And you can see the 

height that they dug down. Now, in the 1980s, we had a problem with not enough 

work for people, so we had a project where you make work – you make work that 

you really don’t need. And one of the things that they did was let people work in 

excavations. So in the 1980s the idea was, just so people could have – see, the whole 

idea is if you don’t get dole money, you’re used to working for your money, your 

honor is completely different. If you have to live on the dole, you lose your honor. 

So, you may be getting the same amount, but you would prefer to be working and 

getting the money, than getting the money on the social insurance. So they made 

all this kind of work for them. They were not expecting to find anything like this. 

Nobody had any idea. 

“And suddenly, this enormous city and bathhouse turned up. This is one of 

the largest bathhouses in the entire Middle East.” 

Steven: “Is there water in here, or over there?” 

Marian: “The water installations were always in pipes. They had a whole 

system of pipes. Now, if you build a Roman city, you have to worry about your 

water supply. Do you remember the aqueduct we saw that brought water 30 



kilometers away? Here was no problem. Everywhere around us is water. We saw 

the Jordan Valley, which is full of springs and lots of water. This water came into 

the city in pipes, and it went to three different areas: first and foremost, the water 

would go to the fountain so that people had drinking water; public fountains were 

for everyone. And they would always be at the entrance of the city. You would 

come into the city – you have your public fountain. So, if there’s plenty of water, 

it goes to three things. If not, it would go just to the public fountains. The second 

amount of water goes to the bathhouse. And the third amount goes to private 

houses of the rich people. But if they run low on water, first you cut the private 

houses, then you cut the bathhouse, and then the fountain. But usually that never 

happened. But those three things meant running water in a Roman city. Fountains 

for drinking, bathhouses for bathing and enjoying, and in your home – running 

water. This is 2,000 years ago.   

“Let’s go see the bathhouse.” 

Alison: “How long did these programs for excavations last?” 

Marian: “From the 1980s, when they made these excavations, it went on for 

at least ten years. In the 1990s, we were out of that depression. So they stopped 

having that work.” 

[At Beit Shean – Bathhouse] 

Marian: “There’s two levels of floors. These piles of ceramics support the 

floor. And below the floor is empty so that you can have a furnace outside heating 

the air and sending hot air under the floor. This is underground heating 2,000 

years ago. We’re just getting it now in Israel. 

“Then you would throw cold water on the hot floor, and you would get steam. 

But that means that you would need to have a supply of cold water. So that is what 

they had slaves for. And they would run – and get the water. And then they would 

run back and pour the water. And then they would run and get water – and that 

means really run, because the Romans are not going to wait for their water. And 

until today you have an expression in English that comes from that – and, it’s 

‘running water.’ (laughter) Of course not! They had pipes, guys. They had pipes 

everywhere. The water is piped over here – I don’t know where ‘running water’ 

comes from. 

“So, you would have the pipe bringing the cold water, the water would hit 

the hot floor, and the result would be steam. This is your sauna bath. From here 

they would go to an area where it was tepid. Come. (walk to next bath area) 



“So you first go to the sauna bath that opens up the pores (of the skin), and 

now you want to close them, so you go dip in the cold pool. You have cold pools 

here. And then you would run around and enjoy yourself, sitting at the edge of the 

pool, chatting away. And then you can have a massage and a hot bath. You can 

just lie down and relax. So if you wonder where the Turkish bath idea came from 

– now you see it. It’s all based on the Roman bath. 

“And the next find is maybe the most important. Come and let me show you.” 

Walk by ‘Alpha and Omega’ mural. 

Ellen: ‘The beginning and the end.’ 

Marian: “Yes.” 

Paul: “Good observation.” The A (alpha) and O (omega) were below the 

horizontal arm of the Greek equal-armed cross. 

Alison: “Which means it was Greek.”  

 
 

The A (alpha) and O (omega) were below (left and right) the horizontal arm of the 

Greek equal-armed cross. 

Marian: “You can see this thing here – on the right-hand side – yeh, just like 

our group. The guide would say, ‘Straight over there are the toilets.’ Guys, you 

have toilets – communal. Now, the way it works is like this: (Anyone who has been 
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to Ephesus knows they have a great one, where you can sit and enjoy it) In front 

is a place for running water, in which is ammonia or something that is cleaning. 

Then there’s a stick with a sponge. And you dip it in the ammonia, and use it. And 

you pass it on to the next guy. (moans of ewwwww!) From there you get to the 

expression, ‘You scratch my back, I’ll scratch your back.’ (laughter and subdued 

disgust) Oh, come on, a little humor here. Now you can go in and take a photo of 

the Roman toilet from 2,000 years ago.”  

 

[Marian allows me to go with the younger guys -- reluctantly. Kim takes care 

of Stan. I dash ahead, leading the small group up the steps to the top of the tel. 

Kevin, Jeremy, Steven, and Tom & Leslie Burns follow. We see the ruins, take 

pictures, and enjoy the view of the Jordan Valley and the surroundings. Then we 

head down to meet the group at the theater.]  
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Egyptian Governor's Palace. Dr. Ron Moseley's professor Amihai Mazar did 

extensive archaeological work at Tel Beth-Shean: 

 http://www.rehov.org/project/pic/Mazar-Beth-Shean-BZAW-2010.pdf  

 
 

An Israelite fortress.  

 
 

View from Tel Bet She’an. Great view of Palladius Street, running from the Tel to 

the theater. The Western Bathhouse is on the right of the street. The Byzantine 

Agora is on the left of the street. Beth-Shan contains the ancient tell (mound) from 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel110a.jpg
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the Old Testament, which towers above the city of Scythopolis. Two Egyptian texts 

found at Tell-el Husn, a mound, indicate that this is the same area as Beth-Shan. 

The tell, or mound, is 213 feet high and about one-half mile in circumference at its 

base. An inscribed stone, called a stele, was found at Beth- Shan that tells the story 

of Seti I’s victory over Habiru.  

 
 

View of the Jordan Valley from Tel Bet She’an. Settlement of Bet She’an first 

began in the fifth millennium BCE on the Tel rising to the south of the Harod 

River, in the heart of a fertile area enjoying an abundance of water and located on 

a major crossroads. In the late Canaanite period (16th-12th centuries BCE), the 

city became the seat of Egyptian rule. The Isrealite tribes did not succeed in 

conquering Canaanite Bet She’an. The site was destroyed in 732 BCE, with the 

conquest of the northern part of the country by the Assyrian king, Tiglat-Pilesser 

III. At the end of the 2nd century BCE, the city fell to the Hasmoneans. The city 

was once again dominated by gentiles following the Roman conquest in 63 BCE. 

As one of the ten cities of the Decapolis, it became the most important city in 

northern Israel. A severe earthquake in 749 CE devastated the city. Bet She’an 

has begun to develop and flourish once again since the establishment of the State 

of Israel. The city takes great pride in the impressive remains of the ancient city 

which is slowly being uncovered in its midst.  

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel109.jpg


 
 

Paul climbs up to the Tel with the “youngsters” in the Pilgrim Tours group. Bet 

Shean was on an important junction from which roads fanned out north to Syria, 

east to Jordan, south to Egypt, and west to the Mediterranean. It was at all times 

a supply center for the varied produce growing in the area. Excavations show 18 

levels of occupation, from the Chalcolithic era (the fourth millennium C) onward. 

Finds included Egyptian temples and several stelae inscribed with hieroglyphic 

writing. 

View of Silvanus Street (to the left). Originally, the street was a Roman road 

flanked on one side by a monumental colonnade. A marble-reveted pool was built 

parallel to the road. During the Byzantine period, this Roman road was overlaid 

by a new street, and a new hall was erected on top of the pool, its ceiling supported 

by the colonnade. This street was named “Silvanus Street” by the excavators after 

a lawyer named Silvanus, mentioned in inscriptions as having been involved in the 

hall’s construction. 

We pass by the Agora on the way to the theater to rejoin the group.  
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When we return and rejoin the group at the theater, Marian has our little 

group of singers perform ‘Down By the Riverside’ (my choice) to the audience -- 

the rest of our group.   

Gonna lay down my sword and shield   

Down by the riverside   

Down by the riverside   

Down by the riverside   

Gonna lay down my sword and shield   

Down by the riverside   

Ain't gonna study war no more.   

Refrain:  

I ain't gonna study war no more,   

I ain't gonna study war no more,   

Study war no more.   

I ain't gonna study war no more,   

I ain't gonna study war no more,   

Study war no more. 

Leslie leads the group in a more traditional hymn:   

A mighty fortress is our God,   

a bulwark never failing;   

our helper he amid the flood   

of mortal ills prevailing.   

For still our ancient foe   

doth seek to work us woe;   

his craft and power are great,   

and armed with cruel hate,   

on earth is not his equal.  
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Built in the 1st century CE, the 7,000-seat theater seen today is the product of 

renovations carried out at the end of the 2nd century. It continued to function 

throughout the Byzantine period. The theater had three tiers of seating, of which 

only the lowermost was preserved intact. Rising behind the stage was a 20-meter 

scaenae frons – an elaborate backdrop wall, comprising a row of imported granite 

and marble columns adorned by ornate capitals, a richly decorated entablature 

and statues. 

[After Beit Shean -- bus ride south] 

Marian: “Are you lecturing again, Ronald?” (humorously) 

Person: “How did you get into being a guide, Marian?” 

Marian: “For university students to do guiding, it was the year after the 6-

day war (1967). And they needed a lot of guides, especially for new areas. All the 

old guides wouldn’t know the West Bank, so they needed a whole lot of new guides. 

So they made a very cheap course for students. They said, ‘You can do it as a 

summer holiday job.’ So I thought, ‘Oh, a summer holiday job – that’s ok. Then I 

can run back into the library.’ 

“I think God had his own way of showing me where to go and how to go.” 

“We have a beautiful area that we’re coming through. We are coming 

through – what we call – from the Jezreel Valley and slowly goes down into – what 

we call – the Beit Shean Valley. The city of Beit Shean. And this area is full of 

water. It’s a very fertile area. Don’t look now – we’re at the end of summer, so 

everything looks very dry – but you look at the wet earth over there, that is very 

good earth. This is an excellent area. The kibbutzim and moshavim are very 

successful here. 

“Look to the right – see that wooden structure to the right, it’s a little tower? 

So, before the state of Israel was founded, people settled in this area. And the first 

thing they would do was to make a tower – like that – in the 1930s, before the state 

of Israel. And it would be called a tower and a stockade. This is near David, and 

that is the tower and stockade near David. And that was – according to Turkish 

law – once you had something like that, that was a settlement, and you couldn’t 

destroy it. So a few people would get together. Build a tower and a stockade, and 

that’s how many of the settlements here were formed in the 1930s. So that in 1948, 

when the partition was to be made between Jewish and Palestinian people, the 

most population where the Jewish people were was Jewish Palestine, and the most 



population where the Arab people were would be Arab Palestine. But that didn’t 

work. 

“I just want to very briefly talk about the mountain area to the right - Gilboa. 

We call it the mountains of Samaria. And you know it very well, because if it’s 

Samaria, it’s the home of the Samaritans. Now, when the people of the Galilee 

wanted to go to Jerusalem, the shortest way for them to go was through the Valley 

of Jezreel, and then over the Samarian mountains. Right? I’ll show you on the 

map. On the map here – this central area. (points out central area, now known as 

West Bank) 

“So people from the Galilee would not go straight down to Jerusalem. That 

would be logical. They would come down to the Jordan Valley. They would cross 

– now this is very important – because we’re going to connect this in a few 

moments. See all the water, by the way? We’re going to connect this with the site 

of the baptism. OK? So people would come down from the Galilee, cross over to 

the other side of the Jordan River. Why? As we go through the Jordan Valley, you 

will see that this side of the Jordan River has no water sources. And the other side 

is very fertile. They would not go through the mountains, because that was the 

Samaritans. And the Samaritans are enemies of the Judeans. So, this is the 

moment I’m going to explain, what is Jewish. 

“When we talk of the ten tribes, we talk of the unification, the sons of Jacob 

– Jacob’s name is Israel – we have the twelve tribes of Israel. OK? That’s easy. By 

the way, look at all the water flowing here. Remember I’m saying how rich this 

area is. You don’t have water flowing openly like that if you don’t have enough 

water – it evaporates. 

“Now, you remember what happened – we told the story of Solomon’s not so 

brilliant son, Rehoboam, and how his not good council, and how Jeroboam takes 

the ten northern tribes, puts up the golden calf, and that was a big mistake. 

Because, very soon along came the Assyrians in the year 732 (BCE) and conquer 

the ten northern tribes. They take them off into exile. But Assyria didn’t want to 

leave the mountain areas empty, so they brought in people from another area, and 

those people settled in the area of the mountain. And they took the name of the 

capital city – a capital built by King Ahab, actually, and called Samaria – the 

capital city was called Samaria from the name of the hill, which belonged to a man 

called Shemer (Semer). So the whole area became known as Samaria – just on the 

name of the hill. 

“So the people who came here took the name Samaritans. They were living 

here. And the amazing thing was that this great Assyrian army – do you remember 



I mentioned to you that the ten northern tribes were much richer than the 

southern tribes? This very, very rich – very, very strong – ten northern tribes are 

conquered by Assyria. And then, the little tribe of Judah is not. They conquer some 

of the cities, but they don’t conquer Jerusalem. Now, can you imagine what it was 

like for this tribe of Judah – seeing the ten northern tribes taken off into exile – 

and she’s still there? So they immediately said, ‘We’re going to start making sure 

that we’re doing things right, otherwise God will be angry with us, and take us off 

into exile, too.’ 

“Now the next thing I want to tell you is that these ten tribes -- when they got 

up into exile – they forgot their heritage. Another big mistake. They made two 

mistakes – the northern tribes: they forgot Jerusalem, and then they forgot their 

heritage.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_Tribes_of_Israel 

“Judah continues for another 200 years. I’m doing approximate dating to 

keep things a little easier for you. And then the unthinkable happens. This 

enormous Assyrian empire falls to the Babylonian empire. And the Babylonians 

do what everybody else around them is doing – conquering land around them. And 

they come and conquer Judah, and they take the Judeans off into exile, and they 

destroy the temple. That’s the destruction of the first temple, and the Jewish 

people are taken off into exile. But a big difference – and I’m going to tell you what 

the difference was . . . 

“But I first want you to see the tel on the left hand side, which is very amazing. 

It was a major city in the ancient times – in the time even of King David and 

Solomon – it was called Rehov.   

http://www.rehov.org/ [Tel Rehov, an archaeological site in the Jordan Valley, 

Israel, approximately 5 km south of Beit She'an and 3 km west of the Jordan 

River] 

“I want to mention it because of something that was found there – actually 

by Amihai Mazar, Ronald (referring to Ron Moseley’s teacher) – and he was 

digging here. And what he found here was 100 beehives for honey, from 3,000 

years ago. So when they talk of ‘the land of milk and honey,’ people would say to 

you – until recently – that it meant date honey or grape honey. We had no idea 

they were actually talking about bee honey.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rehov 

[Bus Ride down to Jordan] 

Marian: “So we continue with the story of the ten tribes who are taken up 

into exile and disappear. Right? Judah is then conquered by the Babylonians, 



taken off into exile – but, they don’t disappear. And do you know why? They would 

not forget their heritage. When they get to Babylon, they sit on the shore of the 

rivers of Babylon – I’m going to need Paul’s help here…” 

Paul starts singing: “By the rivers of Babylon (Marian joins in) there we sat 

down, and where we wept when we remembered Zion.” 

Marian: “All together now.” 

All sing: “By the rivers of Babylon there we sat down, and where we wept 

when we remembered Zion.” 

Marian: “And then they sing and they weep, ‘How shall we worship the Lord 

in a foreign land? So they’re not forgetting their heritage. The result is that 70 

years later, the wicked Babylonians are conquered by good Persians. We will 

differentiate by good and bad Persians. These are good Persians. The good 

Persians say to the tribe of Judah, ‘You can go back to your homeland.’ Unlike the 

Assyrians, the Babylonians had not moved any other people into Judea. So the 

area of the tribe of Judah was empty, and the Persians send the Judeans back. And 

the Judeans rebuild their temple – the second temple. And then along come the 

Greeks, with Alexander the Great in the form of Brad Pitt. (laughter to Hollywood 

allusion) And they send the Persians packing. And the Greeks are great historians. 

So when the Greeks got here, the only people here were Judeans. And so they 

called the land Judea. OK? Is it quite simple up to here?” 

Answers: “Yep. No.” 

Marian: “Who said no?” 

Clement: “I did.” 

Marian: “What’s the problem?” 

Clement: “We left out a very important part.” 

Marian: “Don’t make it too difficult, because it’s already hard enough as it 

is.” 

Clement: “We left out the part – according to Isaiah – that God instructed 

the Persian king to do what He wanted him to do.” 



Marian: “We’re taking for granted – we understand – that this history, and 

all parts of history, is the work of God. I mean, it’s not a decision that a Persian 

king made. We’re talking of a Universal God who owns history, of course. Sorry, 

I took it for granted. I apologize. 

“So Judea returns, the land is called Judea – but, you remember there are 

letters that can’t be pronounced in other languages. Like the Arabs don’t have a 

P, but they have a B. Well, there are lots of people who don’t have a D in their 

language. In which case, instead of Judea, they would say, ‘Ju’ea.’ And Ju’ea 

means Jewish. So when you say Jewish, you simply mean from the tribe of Judah. 

“So, two tribes are left – while we lost ten tribes – two tribes are left, and 

officially Benjamin becomes part of Judah. We know that Paul knew he was still 

from the tribe of Benjamin, but today most people do not know if they are from 

the tribe of Benjamin. Most people today – if they’re not a Levite, if they’re not a 

Kohen (a priest) – then they’re from the tribe of Judah. So, I definitely am not 

from the tribe of Levites. I have to buy Levite jeans (laughter), but I’m not from 

that tribe. So, I am from Judah. When I meet someone who is named Mr. Cohen 

(Kohen, Cohn, etc.), he’s from the Levite tribe – he’s a priestly one. So those two 

tribes we know survived. Only those. And you know why the Levites survived, 

because Jeroboam sends them back home. 

“And all this I’m telling you because – when the Judeans return to rebuild 

the temple – they know that the people living here are not Israelites. And they 

won’t let them help them build the temple. So there is a row (fight) that breaks 

out. A disagreement. And the result of it is that Judeans – from then on – don’t get 

on with the people living in Samaria. So, instead of the people of the Galilee – in 

the time of Yoshua – going through the Samaritan mountains to Jerusalem, they 

would all go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem down into the Jordan Valley, and they 

would cross over to the other side of the Jordan, because there’s going to be more 

water over there. You can already see the mountains are higher, there’s more 

villages over there, and slowly you’ll see how the countryside is changing. 

“Once, Jesus goes through the mountains, and he meets the Samaritan 

woman – remember? – with the living water. That’s just by Nablus – you can see 

it on the map. But as a rule, people don’t. And this is what I need you to keep in 

mind, for the moment when we come to the site of the baptism. 

“I’m going to leave the story there for the moment. I’ve probably managed 

to put most of the people in the bus to sleep. Not everybody.” 

Paul: “We’re still here.” 



Marian: “Ah, my faithful few, I love you.” 

Paul: “Your faithful students.” 

Marian: “What we crossed right now was the border into the West Bank 

area. And the area – now look how fascinating this is – the area that Jesus would 

not go through, this mountain area here is what we call today the West Bank. So, 

an Israeli today does not go to Jerusalem from the Galilee across this area, exactly 

as Jesus did. When we want to go from the Galilee to Jerusalem, we come down 

into the Jordan Valley, along this road (Highway 90), and then climb up to 

Jerusalem. Just like it happened in the time of Yoshua. 

“Now, a lot of the farming that you will see here is small fields, local Arab 

farmers, in the Jordan Valley. Just so it’s clear to everybody before you go to sleep 

– this road that we are on is non-negotiable. Non-negotiable, my dears. The whole 

width of the country – 70 kilometers, from the shining sea to the Jordan. If we give 

back this territory, of the mountains to the West Bank, you will be left with 9 

kilometers from Netanya to the mountains – and that is not good. Especially as 

this is mountains, and they can – like in the Golan Heights – be shooting at the 

settlements below. So this is non-negotiable. So that if we give the West Bank to 

Jordan, this (road) still remains in Israel. 

“For now, go ahead and rest, and enjoy the view and the scenery.” 

[Bus Ride down to Jordan River] 

Marian: “Moses, the prophet, overlooks the promised land but is not allowed 

to enter. What he is not allowed to enter is the land on the other side of the Jordan 

River. Mt. Nebo is just over here (points to spot on map), this eastern bank of the 

Dead Sea. Joshua then comes down, crosses the Jordan River, and his first battle 

is for this oasis here – Jericho. So it’s here that Joshua crosses into the Promised 

Land. If Moses dies here, my dears, and we don’t want to make a place of worship 

out of his tomb, ‘no man shall know where the tomb of Moses is.’ Moses dies on 

Mount Nebo, but no one knows his tomb. He’s not allowed to come into the 

Promised Land – he’s not crossing the Jordan River. That’s how you know that 

the Jordan River is the border of the Promised Land. OK? This is where you nod 

with the heads. Thank you. (subdued laughter) 

“Now, this point here – where Joshua crosses over – is exactly where Elijah 

goes up to heaven. Remember, Elijah will not die. Elijah will be the forerunner of 

the Messiah. He will go up to heaven from here – and soon Paul and I will sing to 

you a very nice song about Elijah going up to heaven …” Paul: “Yeh, …” (as the 



melody of ‘Swing low, Swing chariot’ begins in his mind) Marian: “And when he 

goes to heaven, his cloak falls down on Elisha, and Elisha takes over. And they go 

from there back to Jericho. That’s how we know where Elijah goes up. Having 

those two things in mind, you can now begin to understand how important this 

area is, and you can begin to understand why John the Baptist is waiting here. 

Now, watch carefully. Listen carefully. See what’s going on here. Elijah is 

supposed to be the forerunner of the Messiah, so the last place you see Elijah is the 

first place you meet John the Baptist. Cause John the Baptist is Elijah. So John 

the Baptist is exactly where Elijah went up to heaven. 

“Now we have one other small problem to deal with – why is John baptizing 

here? First of all, what is baptism? In the Jewish religion we have a ritual bath, 

and it is a spiritual cleansing. It’s nothing to do with being clean – it’s a spiritual 

cleansing. It’s total body immersion. If we have long hair, I will need someone – 

when I dip down – I will need someone to tell me that all my hair has gone 

underwater, because it’s total body immersion. You don’t need anyone to do the 

ritual bath for you, you don’t need anyone to push you down, you don’t need 

dunking. OK. You do it to yourself. So that’s what Tony did for his baptism, and 

Paul did one of each – just to be on the safe side.” 

Paul: “Yeh.” (in affirmation) 

Marian: “They did the baptism to themselves, which is the Jewish ritual bath. 

John brings in a new element, where instead of the ritual bath being done to 

yourself, there was someone there to supervise you, to make sure that you have 

done it properly. Cause we don’t hear of John touching Yoshua, we don’t hear of 

him touching anybody—he’s just making sure that they are ritually pure by total 

immersion. When Jesus is baptized, he is baptized here. Because he has come down 

from the Galilee – he’s crossed the Jordan River, he’s on the other side – and he’s 

about to cross back into the Promised Land. 

“In the story of the baptism, Yoshua – after he’s been baptized – goes 

straightway to the wilderness. It’s here on the right-hand side. There’s a 

monastery on top of a hill that marks the site of the temptation. Forty days after 

the baptism. Jesus goes straightway into the wilderness. You see how desolate this 

area is. And on top of the mountain is the site of the temptation. Right now you 

are facing the area of the entrance of Joshua into the Promised Land, Elijah going 

up to heaven, and John the Baptist baptizing the people as they come in to the 

Promised Land. Why John is here? Because you’re coming into the Holy Land 

(the Promised Land), and you need to be ritually cleansed – spiritually cleansed. 

That’s why John is here. 



“First of all, for ritual cleansing, you need running water. The river is 

obviously running water. So, I’m bringing everything together now. John the 

Baptist is Elijah. He is the forerunner of the Messiah. He is going to stand here in 

order that when the people --- oh, they promised me it would be open. (the entrance 

is closed, the bus slows down and stops) 

Pilgrims: “Oh, no.” (in disappointment) 

Marian: “Don’t worry.” (she calls a number on her cell phone) 

Marian makes an appointment for the next day. The bus turns around and 

heads in the direction of Jericho. It turns out that the four o’clock meeting time 

was not observed by the guards at the gate. They left early. 

[Al Maghtas (Arabic) meaning "baptism", or "immersion" in Arabic, is a 

place in Jordan on the Jordan River, located 10 kilometres southeast of Jericho. It 

is where most modern scholars and archaeologists believe the baptism of Jesus 

took place, corresponding with the directions given in Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-

11, Luke 3:21-22 and John 1:28. John 1:28: These things took place in Bethany 

beyond the Jordan, where John was baptising. On the current site stands a 19th-

century Greek Orthodox monastery. In 1994, UNESCO sponsored archaeological 

excavations in the area. Pope John Paul II visited the site in March 2000 and Pope 

Benedict XVI visited in May 2009. In 2007, a documentary film entitled The 

Baptism of Jesus Christ - Uncovering Bethany Beyond the Jordan was made about 

it.]  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Maghtas  

http://www.tenthousandfilms.com/Baptism-of-Christ-film.html 

Marian: “This is where Joshua ‘fit the battle (of Jericho), and the walls came 

tumbling down.’ According to the story you’ve all heard. Unfortunately, there is 

one small problem. Archaeologists cannot agree on the date of the walls that have 

been found here. So there is another battle going on today – an archaeological 

battle. Jericho belongs to the Palestinian authorities, and it’s a Palestinian 

Autonomous area. As we go on this road you’ll see yellow number plates, which 

are Israeli, and you’ll see white number plates, which are Palestinian. It means 

cars that are coming from an area that is Palestinian Authonomy. That would be 

places like Ramallah, Jericho, Nablus, and Bethlehem. These areas are all under 

the autonomous rule of the Palestinians in preparation for the Palestinian state. 

It’s a slow movement, where one area becomes autonomous, another area becomes 

autonomous, and slowly it gets used to self-rule. So Jericho is not in Israel as such. 

It is a Palestinian Autonomous area. 



[Bus Ride to Dead Sea] 

Marian: “In Jericho is a tel. You already know that a tel is an ancient mound, 

generation on generation. But there is no tel quite like Jericho, because it happens 

to have the oldest house in the world. According to the archaeologists, the house is 

9,000 years old. A little bit of a problem in the Jewish religion, because that would 

make it something like 4,000 years before the creation. But, you know, we don’t 

quite know how to work time.  

[Anno Mundi epoch (Latin for "in the year of the world", in Hebrew, "from the 

creation of the world"), abbreviated AM or A.M. and also referred to as the 

Hebrew era. Hebrew year 5771] 

“We’re now in the area of the Dead Sea. You can see it ahead of us now. The 

Dead Sea is exactly what its name stands for. It is dead. Nothing at all can live in 

it. It is too salty, and too full of minerals. And why it’s salty and too full of minerals 

is because all of the fresh water that flows into the Dead Sea cannot flow out. The 

Dead Sea is an enormous body of water – again, it’s a lake because they didn’t 

have the word for sea – it’s an enormous body of water. 50 miles long (75 

kilometers long) and 11 miles wide (15 kilometers wide), and you may remember 

a colleague (Jacob) saying on the boat that this sea is 400 meters deep. But all that 

water, and not a drop to drink.   

[The Dead Sea is 67 kilometres (42 mi) long and 18 kilometres (11 mi) wide at its 

widest point.] 

“By the way, Mount Nebo is quite easy to distinguish because there is a little 

white building right on the top. And that’s a church (Byzantine). Moses looked 

upon the Promised Land from there, but he’s not allowed to enter. And in a 

moment I’ll tell you the sin he committed, and what happened after he committed 

the sin.   

[According to the final chapter of Deuteronomy, Mount Nebo is where the Hebrew 

prophet Moses was given a view of the promised land that God was giving to the 

Israelites. "And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, the top 

of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho." (Deuteronomy 34:1).] 

“Every day, from the mountains around it – none of it can escape because the 

southern end turns up. The northern end is 400 meters deep; the southern end is 

only 20 meters deep. Just to see how this all works – you fill up a pool with water, 

and evaporation leaves behind deposits of salt and minerals. 

“Now, this is a big occasion – so I will stand up for the occasion. Are you 

ready? Right now, you are the lowest tourists in the world. (laughter) Moses is the 



lowest driver, I’m the lowest guide – and ask yourself, in life how low can you go? 

(laughter) Now you know -- 400 meters below sea level. 

“Just one more little bit of ‘pun-ishment’ (it’s a pun), and that is – are you 

feeling low? 

Pilgrims: “No.” (we’ve had enough ‘pun-ishment’) 

Marian: “OK, I won’t do it anymore. (Kim enjoys the humor) 

“Now we’re going to have a beautiful scenic view of the Dead Sea – which is totally 

dead, nothing can live in it. 30% salt, with 10 times more minerals than the ocean. 

Too many minerals, too much salt. No fish can live in it. [With 33.7% salinity, it is 

also one of the world's saltiest bodies of water. It is 8.6 times saltier than the ocean.] 

“We’re going to be coming back along this road when we drive up to 

Jerusalem -- that was the road to Jerusalem (Highway 1) that we just turned off. 

And that’s why I could easily promise you tomorrow to add in what we didn’t do 

today. So, I don’t want you to feel bad that you missed something. And I’ll phone 

just before I get there to make sure everythings okay. 

“Look at the palm trees as we’re going along. These are date palms. And I’m 

not sure if you’re aware of the fact that there are male and female palm trees. Did 

you know that?” 

Pilgrims: “No.” 

Marian: “So these big beautiful ones are female palm trees. And, from time 

to time you’ll see a little palm tree in the middle of them. Let’s see if we can find 

one.” 

Someone: “I saw one, there. There.” 

Marian: “OK, so the little palm trees are the male palm trees. There’s a little 

one, and another little one over there. We’ll see more of these, and you’ll notice 

that the little ones are the male palm trees, and the tall beautiful ones are the 

female palm trees. 

“Now what I’m really not going to talk about right now – we’re going to visit 

tomorrow – is the site you know as Qumran, where the Dead Sea scrolls were 

found. On our way to Jerusalem tomorrow, we will have three sites: one is going 

to be, of course, Masada, the fortress built by King Herod; two will be Ein Gedi, 



the waterfalls; and three will be Qumran. [ Masada (Hebrew, pronounced 

Metzada from metzuda, "fortress") ] 

“And then we’ll add in – we will have had lunch by then – we’ll add in the 

baptismal site at the Jordan so you can get photos of that area. And from there, 

we’re going up to Jerusalem. 

“You can already see the many caves in the mountains around. And this is 

what I was telling you about, that quite by chance – although I don’t believe in 

chance – but he was not looking for scrolls, that’s for sure -- a Bedouin found the 

famous scrolls that we know today as the Dead Sea scrolls. Up ahead – you can see 

in the cave opposite us – that’s cave number one. But I want to tell you right now 

something about cave number one. First of all, just above the road here, what we’ll 

be visiting is a site called Qumran. Only after they discovered all the caves, they 

looked back down, and they found a ruin here. And they came to a certain 

interesting decision – that if the scrolls are in the cave—see all these caves in the 

mountainside?” 

Pilgrims: “Yes.” 

Marian: “If the scrolls are in the cave, then they were written at the site that 

was found there. We’ll be talking about that tomorrow. But I just want to open up 

by saying, if they had excavated cave eleven first – and not cave one – they would 

never have come to the conclusions that they came to. But that is open for 

discussion – tomorrow. 

“Now the Jordan Valley is actually part of a rift valley – the famous Syrian-

African rift. And a rift is a valley that drops down. So the mountains over there 

(east) and the mountains on the right (west) were originally one level with where 

we are now. This fell down, and the mountains on the right and the mountains on 

the left were separated. Now, when it rains in Jerusalem – Jerusalem has 600 mm 

(about 23 inches) of rain annually – the rain seeps into the mountain, and then 

flows out here as underground rivers. 

“So this here is an oasis on the left (Ein Feshka). You don’t recognize it as an 

oasis because you’re thinking of a Hollywood oasis, which is like this pool of water, 

with palm trees, and a thirsty camel. But an oasis is any where there is sweet water 

in the middle of the desert.” 

“Now, the wages that you earn – your salary – comes from Latin word ‘sal.’ 

(salt). That was a major commodity (in the ancient world). 



“Now, a true story – you want to hear a true story?” 

Response: “Yes. Go for it.” 

Marian: “This is a true story of Moses in the desert – as it was told by 

Benjamin Netanyahu in the United Nations. Now, Benjamin Netanyahu is our 

prime minister today. And the fact that he’s not popular has nothing to do with 

him. We don’t like his wife. A general consensus in the country is that nobody likes 

his wife. It’s a problem – and I probably shouldn’t say much more than that. But 

he is brilliant. The guy is brilliant. And he knows that the United Nations don’t 

want to hear what Israel has to say. So he thought if he tells it in a story, it may be 

a little bit easier. 

“So he got up in the United Nations, and he tells the story of Moses hitting 

the rock. Remember, the people are complaining, they’re thirsty – they want 

water. Moses is told by God, ‘Speak to the rock.’ He’s angry, he loses his temper, 

and he hits the rock. Now, you see the waterfalls coming down? (driving past Ein 

Gedi) See how much water is coming through this desert area? But also there is 

water that seeps underground. And you see there’s sort of layers of rock? So 

actually, if you hit a certain part of a layer, where water is flowing underground, 

you actually can get water to come out. So Moses thought, ‘I better hit hard’ 

because, you know, everybody was driving him mad. So he hits the rock so hard, 

the water began to gush out – and there was more water than anyone could drink, 

and it made a swimming pool. This is a story that Benjamin Netanyahu is telling. 

“An enormous swimming pool. Everyone drinks. Everyone is finished 

drinking. Everyone is happy. And Moses sees he now has a swimming pool. So he 

thinks, I might as well go for a swim. He takes off his clothes, and he puts them on 

a rock at the edge of the swimming pool. He’s swimming around, having a great 

day. And then he thinks, ‘I better get back to the job,’ you know. He goes to get 

his clothes – and Benjamin Netanyahu says, ‘You’ll never guess what happened. 

When he comes out his clothes are gone because a Palestinian took them.’ 

(laughter) And the Palestinian representative jumped up and said, ‘It’s a lie. We 

weren’t even there.’ (laughter) And Bibi Netanyahu said, ‘I think I’ve made my 

point.’ (laughter – “I’ve got it”) 

“OK, so you see the little palm trees are the male palm trees – now don’t be 

upset, men. Because, my dear, one male palm tree is enough for 250 female palm 

trees. (men – laughter) 

Kim: “Whoa, you men go!” 



Marian: “It’s very hard to get a date.” (laughter) Now, this sea is dead, but 

it gives life to a lot of people. The sea gives life to a lot of people because if you have 

a skin problem, this sea is going to be therapeutic for you. It’s therapeutic because 

it has the minerals and the salt that our skin needs. And because of that, people 

come from all over the world to bathe in the Dead Sea – literally from all over the 

world, but especially from Europe because the flights are quite cheap. And they 

can come for two weeks. And, of course, they’re lacking the sun in Europe, so when 

they come here, they have the sun they need as well as all the minerals of the Dead 

Sea. 

“Now, one of the biggest skin problems there is – and I’m going to say it right 

this time. I’m really scared about this one. I’m going to say it right, and then I’m 

going to tell you what I said last week. OK? Psoriasis. You know psoriasis? Last 

week I said, ‘Sorry-asses.’ (laughter) That’s what it is in Hebrew. That’s a very 

difficult skin problem to cure. It has no cure. But if you bathe in the Dead Sea, that 

can keep in check the problem for at least a few years. And that’s cheaper and 

better than all the creams you need to take. So people with (sorry-asses), no, 

psoriasis – they will come and bathe here. 

“Now, the thing about having a skin problem is that you can have a 

contagious disease – a really bad contagious disease – and people will sit on your 

bed, and hold your hand. But if you have a skin problem – nobody wants to sit 

next to you. Nobody wants to hold your hand. So that’s one of the reasons why 

we’ve developed very much the hotels at the southern end of the Dead Sea. That’s 

where we’re going to stay tonight – overnight. We’ve very much developed that 

area so that people could actually come and bathe in the Dead Sea. 

“Now, about 25 years ago – maybe a bit more already – somebody had a 

brilliant idea. And they said, ‘OK, if this sea is therapeutic, why don’t we use if for 

cosmetics.’ Why are we using oils for cosmetics, when we could be using these 

minerals?” [A jeep with soldiers in it drives by.]  

“Look at our soldiers – but you’re not allowed to photograph, guys. You can 

certainly wave, but not photograph. 

The idea was to take the minerals and use it for cosmetics – instead of oils. 

Before that, the only cosmetics there were was oils. Oils from plants, etc. And when 

you put an oil on your skin, you can’t wash it off with water. You need something 

that will take off the oil. So you have to have an intermediary. When they began 

to make the cosmetics of the Dead Sea – the famous Ahava that you know – instead 

of the problem that we had with an intermediary, we didn’t need it. You put the 

creams, and you wash off with water. 



“So it was a revolution, and that has become one of the big exports of Israel 

today – the creams of the Dead Sea. So I’m trying to make up for my getting late 

to the Jordan River, so I quickly phoned in – remember I said I’m going to make 

a phone call? I quickly phoned the factory and I said, ‘Could they wait a few 

minutes for us?’ And I’ll take you to the factory and let you do – have a little 

explanation about the creams. And those who want to get creams – this is the place. 

You can do some shopping. 

“Now, if they tell you that you don’t get to the hundred dollars, and you need 

another seven dollars, that’s always worth buying something for the seven dollars, 

guys, because you’re going to get it free – you get 16% back at the airport. Please 

don’t be European. And don’t be polite. If you’re missing seven dollars, say, ‘Hold 

it a minute, I’ll go find something extra for the seven dollars.’” 

[Arrive at the Ahava factory] 

Video: “This natural wonder that developed millions of years ago, with 

repeated eruptions and earthquakes, forged one of the geological attractions on 

earth – the Syrian-African Rift Valley. The eruption of salt water springs filled the 

ancient valley with mineral rich water and created the lowest and saltiest lake in 

the world – the Dead Sea. With over 320 days of sun a year, and exceptionally high 

temperatures, the sea water has evaporated over time, creating uniquely created 

chunks of salt. 

“The water of the Dead Sea is ten times saltier than that of regular sea water. 

And it’s considered to contain healing properties, and nourishing attributes, that 

benefit the skin. The sea’s secret of youth has intrigued many throughout history 

– especially Cleopatra, who transformed the region into her own private spa, and 

allowed no one but her to enter. 

“Thousands of years later, people from all over the world enjoy the minerals, 

and natural essences, that the Dead Sea has to offer. Ahava scientists have been 

aiming to translate the natural treasures that are found here into cosmetic 

products that are distributed world-wide. With the aim of creating a balance with 

the environment, the minerals, mud, and desert plants are collected in a 

considerate and responsible manner -- enabling nature to renew itself without 

interruption. Ahava is the only cosmetic company located on the shore of the Dead 

Sea. And it’s licensed to find the minerals that it offers. 

“Ahava employs the most advanced production and processing methods to 

deliver superior cosmetic products that are fresh, unique, and 100% Dead Sea 

natural to our customers world-wide. [Steven asks: “What are they selling here?” 



as portrayals of beautiful-skinned models appear on the screen. Answer: “Skin.”] 

Our skin is alive, and like any other organ, it reacts to the environment in which 

it functions, affected by the weather, exposure to sun, what we eat, and our age. 

Our skin wants us to take care of it. 

“Ahava invests a great deal in the research and development of minerals, and 

their contribution, to healthy skin, together with world-renowned scientific 

experts, labs, and institutions. The minerals in the Ahava products function as 

intercellular messengers. They are responsible for transmitting the information to 

our skin cells, rejuvenating them, and giving them back the glow and beauty that 

has been lost over time. 

“This is Ahava’s secret of youth. From now on, it can be your secret, too.” 

Someone: “I’m not telling anybody.” (keeping it a secret) 

I tell a few of the people that the last time I was in Israel and I bought some 

Ahava products for my wife, my wife told me she could buy the product for a 

cheaper price in one of the local stores. 

We arrive at the Hotel Leonardo, where we enjoy some free evening time in 

several of the mineral pools. 

 


