
PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND: ISRAEL 
CHAPTER 2 – Mount Carmel – Megiddo – Nazareth 

[On the way to Mount Carmel] 

Marian: “These mountains are called, ‘the vineyard of God.’ In Bible times, it 
was covered with vineyards. That’s very interesting, because just up on the hill, 
which we’re going to see in a few moments – an Israeli village called Zichron 
Ya’akov, in remembrance of Jacob – and this village is one of the early pioneer 
villages of the 1880s. The village was on top of the hill, and you don’t need me to 
tell you that you can’t the top of a hill. So, of course, they didn’t do very well on 
farming. And they asked a philanthropist called Baron Rothschild, and he realized 
that they’re on a hill. The only thing they could make money from there is by 
planting vines. So Baron Rothschild brought in vineyards, planted them there, and 
that village Zichron Ya’akov is where we have the most famous winery today, 
known as the Carmel Wines (or Carmel Winery).   
Zichron Ya’akov http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zichron_Yaakov 

“Just here, on the right of the road, are fish ponds. Some people are surprised 
when they see a lot of water, because they know we’re in barren, dry country. But 
don’t forget, we’re in a swamp area, and this is brackish water – not good for 
drinking, but it’s very good for fish. And one of the most popular fish is the one 
that has the little carrot on the head, so, if you’re Jewish, you eat what’s known as 
gefilte fish, which comes with a little carrot on. So they already swim around with 
that carrot piece on, so that they’re ready for the dish. [gefilte fish - well-seasoned 
balls of ground fish and eggs and crushed crumbs simmered in fish stock]  
Gelfilte fish http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gefilte_fish  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zichron_Yaakov
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gefilte_fish
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/fishpond.jpg


 

Splashing around for the most part are the well-known carp, musht (tilapia) and 

buri. Carp, for the ever popular gefilte fish, which rules the market on Pesach and 

Rosh Hashanah, is also very popular within the ultra-religious sector and with olim 

from Russia all year round. Sea fish like musht and buri (Mullet), grilled or baked, 

are also very popular in Mediterranean cuisine. Israelis have showed an openness 

to eating breeds of fish new to the market, allowing the successful introduction of 

species such as Forrel (Trout) and Red Bass.  

a fish story  

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Aliyah/Aliyah+Info/Thoughts

+on+Aliyah+and+Israel/Articles+about+Israel/a+fish+story.htm 

“So this is all fish ponds here. Now, we don’t have rivers, so we don’t have 
places for people to go fish. So what they do here – this fish pond here, on the left, 
is the official fishing pond. And when you go there, you pay to go in, and they sign 
you up, but you’re not going to take more than five pounds of fish out. You can’t 
miss when you’re fishing in a fish pond. 

“Now look on the right hand side. When you want to know what’s an Israeli 
village, it’s always on the top of a hill. These were not farming people. But when we 
turn to the right here to get to our next major site, which is the site of the Bohakka 
(?), where Elijah has his showdown with the prophets of Baal on the Mount Carmel, 
you’ll see on the left hand side of the road a village which is actually an Arab village 
of Israeli-Arabs, and we’ll talk about that a little later. We won’t go into that right 
now. 

“But because the Israeli-Arabs were always farmers throughout the 
generations that they were living here, they never live on top of the hill. They always 
live on the side and close to their field. You don’t go running down the hill every 
time you go to work your land. But, as the village developed, it developed upwards. 
So you have a very interesting contrast here. 

“On the left hand side of the road we have an Arab-Israel village, which started 
at the base and is developing upwards. Then we look at the Israeli village, and that 
starts at the top and develops downwards. So it’s a completely different way of 
looking where you’re going to put your settlement. 

“So the first region is the flat coastal plain, and as I said, it’s the most 
developed. And in history, it’s always going to be well developed when you have a 
strong civilization coming in. Then we come to the mountains. Now you know from 
any country you go to, that the people who live in the mountains are always 
different than the people who live in the coast. All over the world it’s the same. So 
it’s going to be a different population in the mountain. Now, mountains don’t have 
big roads going through them. 

http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Aliyah/Aliyah+Info/Thoughts+on+Aliyah+and+Israel/Articles+about+Israel/a+fish+story.htm


“The most important thing to understand about Israel is we join together the 
two great ancient empires of Mesopotamia in the north and Egypt in the south. And 
the trade routes that join these places together are known as the fertile crescent. 
So it looks sort of green on the map (points to the map), and this would be 
Mesopotamia, and this would be Egypt. And you see how it has to go through 
Israel. It can’t go in a straight line – cause that’s desert. That big trade route did not 
come up to the mountains. Now, when Mesopotamia and Egypt liked each other, 
they traded; when they didn’t like each other, they went to war. So the war routes 
came through Israel, as well. And the battles between Mesopotamia and Egypt were 
always fought here in this country. So we’re a sandwich between the two great 
ancient empires. But ancient roads do not go up to mountains. So if you need to 
be in an area where there are no major soldiers – because there are no big roads 
there – you go up to the mountains. 

“So it’s not by chance that you find a group of people called the Druze. The 
Druze are a break-away from the Muslim religion. But today they’re not connected 
to the Muslims at all. And it started, actually, a thousand years ago when there was 
this caliph in Egypt, and he claimed himself the Messiah. And then he started doing 
all sorts of things people didn’t like, and they tried to kill him, but he escaped. He 
escaped with his followers to here, and a prophet came along and he claimed him 
as a Messiah. The prophets name was ad-Darazi, and they became known as the 
Daruzi, or Druze. And this is a people who believe in reincarnation. So much so, 
that they will ask young children, they will check to see if those children remember 
a former life. They have hundreds of stories of children saying, ‘this was my former 
home, I’m going in.’ These are stories – I don’t know how to validify (verify) them, 
but these are stories that we are getting from the Druze. That the kids go in, and 
they know where to find things, and they know the person was that they’re 
reincarnated as. They take it really seriously, exactly as you have it in the Buddhist 
faith, you know, when they go to look for the next Dalai Lama. They know it’s a 
child born somewhere, and they ask him certain questions, and if he knows the 
answers, then, you know – that’s it.  



 

 

 

[Flashback: Back in 2007, our Jewish tour group visited the house of Adal (Abu 

Antar Halbi) in the Druze village Dalit-el-Carmel. We were treated to an evening of 

hospitality, a short lecture on the Druze people and their customs and religion, and 

a sumptuous dinner. What I found out was that the Druze refer to themselves as 

Ahl al-Tawhid or "al-muwahhidun" ("people of Monotheism"). The religion 

developed out of Ismal in the 10th century, creating a whole new religious body 

influenced by Greek philosophy, Gnosticism, and Christianity, among others. 

Hindu influence is reflected in their belief of reincarnation. Only the initiated know 

about their sacred scriptures, collectively know as "Kitab Al Hikma" (Book of 

Wisdom). A Druze author writes: "the true Druze faith is the gnostic wisdom of 

Greece, Egypt, Persia, and Islam all in one."]  

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/druze.html 

“So they’re very interesting people, and they’re in the mountains, and it’s 
because this is quite a good area to hide away. No major roads go up into the 
mountains. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/druze.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/druze2.jpg


“So, we said Carmel means, ‘vineyard of God.’ And we know, therefore, that 
this was a fertile place in the Bible times. But we’re going to talk about the famous 
showdown of Elijah. So I think this time it’s Pastor Tom who is going to give us a 
reading of the story of Elijah.” 

[Leslie, Tom’s wife, substitutes for him.] 

Leslie: “OK. I’m going to be reading from 1 Kings, chapter 18. (New 
International Version) Buckle up, because it’s a nice long story.  
1 After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came to Elijah: “Go and 
present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land.” 2 So Elijah went to 
present himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria, 3 and Ahab had 
summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of his palace. (Obadiah was a devout 
believer in the LORD. 4 While Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s prophets, Obadiah 
had taken a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves, fifty in each, and had 
supplied them with food and water.) 5 Ahab had said to Obadiah, “Go through the 
land to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we can find some grass to keep the 
horses and mules alive so we will not have to kill any of our animals.” 6 So they 
divided the land they were to cover, Ahab going in one direction and Obadiah in 
another. 7 As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met him. Obadiah recognized him, 
bowed down to the ground, and said, “Is it really you, my lord Elijah?” 8 “Yes,” he 
replied. “Go tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’” 9 “What have I done wrong,” asked 
Obadiah, “that you are handing your servant over to Ahab to be put to death? 10 
As surely as the LORD your God lives, there is not a nation or kingdom where my 
master has not sent someone to look for you. And whenever a nation or kingdom 
claimed you were not there, he made them swear they could not find you. 11 But 
now you tell me to go to my master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ 12 I don’t know where 
the Spirit of the LORD may carry you when I leave you. If I go and tell Ahab and he 
doesn’t find you, he will kill me. Yet I your servant have worshiped the LORD since 
my youth. 13 Haven’t you heard, my lord, what I did while Jezebel was killing the 
prophets of the LORD? I hid a hundred of the LORD’s prophets in two caves, fifty 
in each, and supplied them with food and water. 14 And now you tell me to go to 
my master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’ He will kill me!” 

15 Elijah said, “As the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present 
myself to Ahab today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. 17 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler 
of Israel?” 18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your 
father’s family have. You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have 
followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on 
Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four 
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 20 So Ahab sent word 
throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went 
before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said 
nothing. 22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets 



left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let them 
choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood 
but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set 
fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” Then all the people said, 
“What you say is good.” 25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the 
bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your 
god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So they took the bull given them and prepared it. 
Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” 
they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced 
around the altar they had made. 27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout 
louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or 
traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder 
and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their 
blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until 
the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no 
one paid attention. 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, 
and he repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. 31 Elijah took twelve 
stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the 
LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” 32 With the stones he built 
an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to 
hold two seahs (13 quarts) of seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into 
pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water 
and pour it on the offering and on the wood.” 34 “Do it again,” he said, and they 
did it again. “Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The 
water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 36 At the time of 
sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O LORD,God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that 
I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, 
O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and 
that you are turning their hearts back again.” 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and 
burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the 
water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, 
“The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 

40 Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let 
anyone get away!” They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the 
Kishon Valley and slaughtered there. 41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, 
for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 42 So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but 
Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face 
between his knees. 43 “Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant. And he 
went up and looked. “There is nothing there,” he said. Seven times Elijah said, “Go 
back.” 44 The seventh time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand 
is rising from the sea.” So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and 



go down before the rain stops you.’” 45 Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, 
the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 46 The power of 
the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of 
Ahab all the way to Jezreel.   
Carmelites http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmelites 
Mt. Carmel http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtcarmel.htm 

Marian: “The Israelites were worshipping Nature, like most of the nations were 
worshipping Nature. And they had the storm god Baal, and Baal had his Asherah. 
We don’t know quite what that was, but she is often represented as a tree, a woman 
who is also a tree. And together, these fertility gods – what you would do, you 
would be fertile – you would go and have an orgy. And that was a lot of fun. So 
when Pastor Tom asked, ‘why would they be astray? – I was just thinking to myself 
– Pastor Tom, we need to speak. (Marian laughs to herself, and others join in the 
merriment)  
Baal http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal 
Asherah http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asherah 

“Now, we’re on our way for lunch, which is in a Druze restaurant. What they 
have is falafel. The falafel with a drink and a salad is nine dollars. I said I’d try to 
get everything below our ten dollar limit. You can take as much salad as you like. 
It’s a self-service thing for the salad. There’s also schnitzel, which is chicken breast 
fried, and that’s ten dollars. 

“Take your time, because we’re a big group. So take it easy. There will be a 
queue in the beginning. So some people can sit down until it’s their turn. I’m trying 
to do this before the other groups come for lunch. It’ll be just us, and it will go as 
quick as possible.   
[Lunch at Layali El Carmel – Oriental Lebanies restaurant]  
[After lunch we head to Mount Carmel] 

Marian: “Right now we are in a natural forest. You don’t see many of these in 
Israel. Most of them are cut down. And this is an oak tree, but it is a Mediterranean 
oak tree, which is a very small oak tree. When we come to the regular forest, they’re 
all planted – they go in a straight line. This is about as good as it gets for natural 
forests.” 

Dennis: “The cows back here, do they belong to anybody?” 

Marian: “Everything belongs to somebody here. Believe me.” 

Ladies: “Tomatoes.” 

Marian: “Yes, tomato plants. Now, to get back to our discussion about Baal 
and Asherah. It was very confusing to the ancient people where there was a god 
who didn’t have a wife, a consort, someone to rule with. And there’s another point 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmelites
http://www.bibleplaces.com/mtcarmel.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asherah


that I want to pick up there – and that is that in the story in 1 Kings chapter 18, it 
calls Jacob, Israel. 

“This is the land known as Israel. Let me just very briefly explain the names. 
Names are everything. Names are words. Take for example the name of Jezebel. In 
Hebrew it’s Izevel, which could mean nobility. Now the Bible adds in another letter; 
it adds in an Aleph (first letter in Hebrew), which changes the meaning of the word. 
It becomes a word that means, ‘lump, a lump of something.’ It can be used for an 
island, which is a lump of earth, or a lump of land. Or just lump. The second part of 
her name is ‘zevel,’ so ‘Izevel’ in Hebrew – by the way, the Y becomes a J in English, 
so Yudah becomes Judah – so she’s got a Y (Yezevel), and that would become J 
(Jezebel). But the Bible adds an Aleph, and therefore, her name is divided into two 
parts: Ye + zevel; zevel is a four letter word that begins with S, ends with T, and 
has HI in the middle. Which is . . .?” 

Ron: “Shit.” 

Marian: “SHIT. (laughter) The Bible is telling us that she is ‘a lump of shit.’ 
(laughter) That’s number one. Then you have the prophets being told, ‘maybe he’s 
asleep, go wake him, let’s see what’s going on here.’ By the way, here you can also 
see to the Mediterranean, because people could ask, ‘why would the showdown be 
here?’ Why not in Jerusalem where the temple stood? Because from here you can 
see the beginning of the rain. And we read where Elijah sends his servant up to the 
mountain. When Elijah sends his servant up to the mountain, that means Elijah is 
on the slope just below the top of the mountain. 

“So what we’re going to do is go to a lookout vantage point where we can see 
the Mediterranean on one side, and where the actual showdown, where this 
contest, would have occurred. So now we know the Bible is making a joke of the 
main character Jezebel, calling her a ‘lump of shit.’ Now you also need to know 
what the name of Elijah is. Do you know what Elijah means?” 

Lady: “Eli.” 

Marian: “Eli, Eliyahu in Hebrew; Eli means ‘my God.’ Yahu means ‘God.’ 
Elijah’s name is, ‘my God is God.’ Remember the last sentence of the story? God 
is God. And the prophet is called ‘my God is God.’ We’ll talk a little bit more of this 
when we get to our site. We’re coming to the showdown between Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal.” 

[At the site. Discalced Carmelite Order stands on the hilltop. The sign adds, 
“Muhraqa” (the sacrifice)]  



 

 

Entrance to Mount Carmel area where the prophet Elijah battled the prophets of 

Baal (rain) and Asherah (nature) – 1 Kings 18:19. Presently run by the Discalced 

Carmelite Order Muhraqa (“the sacrifice”), a sanctuary and monastery.  

 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel9.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel10c.jpg


 

Statue of Prophet Elijah. The crowning event of Elijah’s ministry took place on 

Mount Carmel. Elijah the prophet challenged the prophets of Baal to a contest on 

Mount Carmel: “How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be God, follow 

him; but if Baal, then follow him” (1 Kings 18:21). Elijah was not the first to build a 

Hebrew altar on the mountain; the Bible describes him as repairing a ruined “altar 

of the LORD” before offering his sacrifice (1 Kings 18:30). (from web site)  

Words under the statue of Elijah: "Surrexit Elias Propheta quasi ignis et verbum 

ipsius qusi facula ardebat." Ecclesiasticus 48:1 (Sirach) "And Elias (Elijah) the 

prophet stood up, as a fire, and his word burnt like a torch."  

 

Marian: “He’s a fiery prophet. He gets really angry. And he kills the prophets 
of the Baal down in the valley, where I’ll show you in a moment. So I just want to 
mention a few things about Elijah, because he’s really special, as far as prophets 
go. 

“Then we’re going to go up on the roof. One of the reasons I wanted to do the 
reading in the bus is, I want to ask a little favor of you when we go up on the roof. 
The roof has arrows in the directions of all the different settlements that are in the 
area here. And I thought it would be really nice, when we go up on the roof and I 
finish my explanation, if everybody would just choose a settlement and maybe do 
a little prayer for that settlement when we go up there. 

“So a few words about Elijah, because he’s a really neat character. So this 
guy does not die. We have a prophet that does not die. That is very special. Elijah 
goes up to heaven. I know, a lot of people are going up to heaven. But listen, when 
you get a fiery chariot to come down and get you, that’s doing it in style. And I 
think, if you got to go, and you can do it like that – I’m a bit biased. (laughter) And 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel10a.jpg


because he doesn’t die, he is considered, of course, as the forerunner of the 
Messiah. And you are lucky now, because we are able to take you to the spot of the 
baptism, which is also the spot where Elijah goes up to heaven. And the site where 
Elijah goes up to heaven – I will remind you there, as well – is where we find John 
the Baptist. So they are the equals. John the Baptist will be the forerunner of the 
Messiah; Elijah is the forerunner of the Messiah. 

“Elijah is very important in the stories of the Jewish religion. Because he’s 
the forerunner of the Messiah – and because in the Jewish religion the Messiah did 
not yet come – usually synagogues will leave a ram’s horn and a little pot of oil at 
the window of the synagogue, so that when Elijah comes, he can blow the horn and 
anoint the Messiah. So he’s our forerunner in the Jewish religion. But if you ever 
go to a circumcision – a young person of eight days who is being circumcised – 
you will discover there is a chair called the chair of Elijah, and the sandek 
(companion of the child) sits on the chair of Elijah.   
Sandek http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandek 
Elijah http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah 

“Then we have another festival called Passover, and in the middle of the meal 
we open the door and we ask Elijah to come in. Because there isn’t a moment in 
Jewish history – since the temple was destroyed – that Jewish people didn’t ask 
for a return to Jerusalem. You finish almost every prayer in the Jewish religion 
with, ‘next year in Jerusalem.’ And on the table we have a cup, which is for Elijah. 
So we all have four cups of wine at the meal – the last supper meal – which you 
realize was a whole meal, not just that little bit of the story. So you sit down, and 
you have the four cups of wine – and in the middle of the table is one for Elijah. 

“So I just wanted to introduce you to the story that we tell children – why so 
much Elijah around. And we go back to the story of the angry prophet that he is, 
and because he’s angry, God says to him, ‘you know what, Elijah – you won’t die; 
I will let you go back every generation and see that my people keep their 
commandments.’ They will be keeping Passover, and they will be keeping 
circumcision. So, every circumcision we have a chair for Elijah, and every time we 
have the glass for Elijah – so we can tell the children we can let Elijah come back 
and, see, he doesn’t have to be angry that we wavered then. We’re not wavering – 
we know which direction we’re going in. So that’s to bring you into how we include 
Elijah into a Jewish prayer and the Jewish story. 

“So there he is – the angry prophet (pointing to the statue of Elijah at the top 
of the tall pedestal). Let’s go up to the top of the roof.”  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah


 

 

Carmelite sanctuary and monastery. In ancient times oak trees, olive groves, and 

vineyards grew around Mt. Carmel, which explains why it is known for its beauty 

and fertility (Isaiah 33:9; 35:2). “Carmel” is a contraction of a Hebrew word meaning 

“vineyard” or “garden of God.” Robbers and outcasts used this area as a hiding 

place, because of the many dense wild plants and gorges and caves (Amos 9:3). 

Today, Carmel is still forested, and large parts of it have been made a nature 

reserve.  

 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel11.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel12.jpg


 

Relief celebrating the “fire of the Lord” that consumed the burnt sacrifice prepared 

by Elijah, the prophet. The fire proved that “the God that answers by fire is the true 

God.” (1 Kings 18:24, 31-39) 

[We pass a little garden area with a rock sculpture (altar) that almost likes like 
a figure 8, and a plaque is at its foot with an inscription: “O LORD,God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel.” Potted succulent 
plants adorn the garden. We walk up some stairs to the roof.]  

 

Marian: “Why does the miracle take place here? Over there (west) is the 
Mediterranean. So you all notice what I was doing today. I was watching the clouds, 
seeing when it was coming, moving. Making sure – and everything. But, when the 
first rain comes, it’s not big clouds like this. The first rain comes in very small 
clouds. When we read that story carefully, at the end of the showdown, when the 
flame of God has come from above and eaten up the sacrifice, and Ahab is told, 
‘run to Jezreel’ – this is the Jezreel Valley. And the main city in the Jezreel Valley 
was the city of Jezreel (Yizre'el, "God soweth") – it’s too misty to see – but it’s 
directly over there (points east). So Ahab gets in his chariot, because – can you 
see how much water there is here? Now, you have the Nazareth mountains over 
there (east), which are the Galilee; we have a range here, the Carmel Range; over 
there are the Gilboa Mountains (southeast); just opposite us is the Mount Moreh 
(east, "Givet Hamoreh" or Moreh hill, south of Mount Tabor), the mount that shows 
the way. We’ll talk about these mountains more fully. When we get to Megiddo, we 
have the same view from a little further south. And we can see it very well.  

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel12c.jpg


 

 

View of the Jezreel Valley to the east. According to tradition, the contest with Elijah 

and the prophets of Baal took place at Qeren ha-Carmel, located at 1, 581 feet, 

overlooking the Jezreel Valley. 

“So this valley has mountains all around it. The water comes in, and if it rains, 

that becomes a real swamp area, a marshy area. So he tells Ahab to get in his 
chariot and go, ‘now, because otherwise your chariot will get stuck in the mud, and 
you can’t go anywhere.’ Ahab gets in his chariot, and Elijah girds up his loins, 
whatever that means – I can sort of see him picking up his cloak and sticking it in 
his belt there. And he runs across the valley – all across there (pointing eastward). 

“Now, where did it happen? It has to be a place where a large audience can 
sort of be watching what is happening. Although, as soon as there’s fire, it would 
be seen from any of the villages around. As you know, if you’ve ever seen a fire in 
the distance, you see if from wherever. But, if you look just below us here (west 
side of mount), you see how flat this area is here. Thousands of people could be 
gathered just here. And we are below the top of the mountain. You remember he 
says to his servant, ‘go up to the mountain,’ cause from the top you can see the 
Mediterranean. He wants to see if the clouds are coming. So if he’s going up, he’s 
got to be over there (west side of mount). If he was on that side (southwest), he 
wouldn’t have to go up. So, my guess is this is such a suitable place, that I think 
we have a very good possibility, including the fact that we are the highest peak 
here. It’s always good for a miracle. 

“So, let us see where we are right now. This is the Carmel range, and at the 
edge of it is the Jezreel Valley. Through that valley came this ancient highway that 
we’re going to be talking about till our last day here – the famous Via Maris. So 
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anybody in the mountains could see that valley. Now Pastor Tom said quite rightly, 
that the Nazareth hills are over there (east), and from Nazareth Yeshua could 
certainly see the Carmel Range, and certainly all the sites in the Jezreel Valley that 
we’ll talk about. We have a whole panorama of Bible stories here. It’s just that we 
see it a lot better when we get to Megiddo this afternoon. 

“So, just below us here, you can see a little village – can you see that village? 
And at the edge of the village is a hill that has no houses on it. Not the range close 
to us where we can see the hills. OK? Between the trees and that village is the 
valley that cuts through the mountain. Any valley that cuts through a mountain is 
good for a highway. The little mountain that has no houses on it is actually an 
ancient city, and it was a fortress that defended the road that took you from the 
Jezreel Valley to the coastal plain. So this was an ancient highway. There is another 
valley that goes through the mountains. And it’s also fortified by a large ancient 
city – straight down in that direction (pointing southeast) – and it’s name is 
Megiddo. And you know it as Armageddon. And we’re going to go there after lunch.  

 

 

 

Circular map on Mount Carmel. Arrows point to various prominent towns and 
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locations within the borders of Israel. Our Pilgrim Tours group performs a 

ceremonial prayer (for peace) for the cities of Israel by standing on a city name of 

the circular map. I was standing on Beit-Shean. 

“So that’s where we are – sea over there, all these settlements. I think – let’s 

take two or three minutes – it doesn’t have to be anything very big. Everybody can 
choose a settlement to stand on (on the pavement where there’s a circular map 
with arrows pointing to various prominent towns and locations within the borders 
of Israel). This one has Mediterranean Sea, but the others all have English as well, 
so you can where you’re praying to. Take a few minutes, say a prayer. Oh, you have 
Nazareth. OK. I’ve got the hill of Moreh.” 

Paul: “I’ve got Beit-Shean.” 

Marian: “Beit-Shean, you’ve got to pray real hard. They were real mean people 
there.” 

Paul: “OK.”  

 

 

Carmel is a mountainous ridge extending about twenty miles along the 

Mediterranean Sea and jutting southeastward into the Jezreel Valley. Its greatest 

width at the southeast is thirteen miles; its highest point 1,742 feet. The ridge is 

made of the same Cenomanian limestone as makes up the central mountain range 

of Palestine. Haifa, located on Carmel’s northwestern corner, contains harbors for 

ships passing in the ocean; several Jewish settlements are also nestled in Mount 

Carmel’s slopes, and two large Druze villages. 
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[On the Way to Tel Megiddo] 

Marian: “In Israel we have these mounds, which we call a ‘Tel.’ A ‘Tel’ is 
something ancient. And for those coming with me from the airport, I explained Tel 
Aviv – ‘Tel’ is ancient, and ‘Aviv’ is something new. And they call the city ‘Old-New’ 
on the name of a very famous book written by Theodore Herzl, and translated as 
‘Old New Country.’   
The Old New Land http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Old_New_Land  
Tel Aviv http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv   
[Tel Aviv is the Hebrew title of Theodor Herzl's Altneuland ("Old New Land"), 
translated from German by Nahum Sokolow. Sokolow had adopted the name of a 
Mesopotamian site in Ezekiel 3:15: "Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel Aviv 
(Tel-Abib), that lived by the river Chebar, and to where they lived; and I sat there 
overwhelmed among them seven days." Aviv is Hebrew for "spring", symbolizing 
renewal, and tel is a man-made mound accumulating layers of civilization built one 
over the other and symbolizing the ancient.] 

“And we’re going to a Tel. A Tel is when one city is built on top of another for 
thousands of years. The Tel of Megiddo is twenty civilizations, going back 6,000 
years. Each city built on top of another. And the reason that happens is that you 
build your cities where the water is, and so you build again on top of a city that is 
destroyed. And so the Tel, the mound, just gets higher and higher. So – needless 
to say – the first level of the Tel is the nearest to modern day, and the further down 
you go, the further away from us it is. I thought that’s clear. 

“And about a 115 years ago, a guy called Flinders Petri, he discovered that 
you can actually see the layers in a Tel. And then he discovered that in each layer, 
the pottery was slightly different. And then he realized if you could date the pottery, 
you could know what level that belonged to, and you would know what civilization 
it was. And then you could know a whole lot about the ancient city there.  
Flinders Petrie http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flinders_Petrie   
Merneptah (Israel stele) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merneptah_Stele 

“So, we’re going to go to a Tel which was excavated, and the Tel is called 
Megiddo. Now, Megiddo is a very special site, because it’s on this major ancient 
crossroads – the crossroads that took you from Mesopotamia down to Egypt. We 
mentioned before, that if you’re at peace, then it’s a trade route. Just so that we 
understand what a trade route means – people used it a caravan to carry goods. 
And when we talk about a caravan of camels, we talk about a thousand camels 
moving together. See, hat’s another thing that Hollywood does, you know – a 
Hollywood movie has a string of camels, maybe five or six, and you think, ‘oh, that’s 
a caravan.’ A caravan is like a walking city – it’s a thousand camels, at least. And 
that’s the way they could protect themselves, because they had really valuable 
cargos. So this walking city is what is going along these ancient highways. 
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“If you’re not on the highway – if you’re on the hill above it – you just watch 
these enormous caravans going along, and you watch all those riches moving 
along. And because you had to keep the roads open, the king was in charge of the 
trade. So not by chance we find Herod in charge of the trade; and not by chance 
we find Solomon is buying horses, selling chariots – he is in charge, because he 
has to keep the roads open. 

“Now, when they came to check Megiddo, the thing that they were most 
interested in finding was the things that are written in the Bible. When archaeology 
first begins in this country, it’s really biblical archaeology – that is, the 
archaeologists went with a Bible in one hand, and a spade in the other. And he 
would sort of flip through his Bible and say, ‘OK, now, in the book of Kings, 
Solomon built a chariot city; let’s see if we can find some chariots here; ah, great, 
we’re at Megiddo, chariot city, Solomon; we got it!’ But, of course, they didn’t go 
according to pottery, and they made a few mistakes. 

“So, it’s really fun guiding, cause every ten years I have to sort of change 
everything I say, cause a whole new load of archaeologists come along and they 
will have new ideas. But, when we visit Megiddo, we’re going to have to come to 
some kind of decision about what we’re seeing. What we’re going to be able to do 
is go on an actual road of a Canaanite period. So if you ever really wanted to go on 
a Canaanite road, today you can. Yipee. (laughter) 

“We’re coming down the Carmel mountains. Now this area, in the time of 
Yeshua, was full of villages. And if it was full of villages, there’s a reason, because 
the good farm land is in the valley. But the Valley of Jezreel, which we are coming 
down to, was the breadbasket of the Romans. They had the good land – that was 
king’s land, if you like. The owner of the country, he held the Jezreel land. And so 
the farmers had to move up to the hill country. It’s not that they wanted to. When 
you go live in the hill country, there’s usually a reason – it usually means you can’t 
get any better, that’s as good as you can do. So there was a lot of villages here. 
There was a lot of villages in the Galilee. And these villages weren’t bothered by 
the Romans, because the Roman army really didn’t come up this area. By the way, 
this area is another forest, which is a natural forest. When it’s not a natural forest, 
it’s all pine trees, which we plant. 

“So I guess you know, but if not, I’ll just mention that – and then I’ll get back 
to these villages in one moment – when we go to all the pine trees that you see on 
the right hand side, these are all planted forests, what we have on the right now. 
Cause these ancient forests – like we have on the left – were depleted with 
hundreds of years of misrule and war. This, by the way, is one of my favorite roads, 
which is why Moses (the driver) and myself decided to come this way down. There’s 
also something I want to show you in a moment. 

“But in 1905, already there was a special fund for planting trees in Israel. And 
this fund is known as the Jewish National Fund. It was founded in 1905, long before 



there was ecology, and all that kind of thing. Jewish people living in what we call, 
‘the Dispersion – the Diaspora,’ would give money to plant trees. But today, 
anybody can plant a tree, because it’s become a very wonderful thing to actually 
have your own tree in the Promised Land. So I just wanted to let you know that if 
you wanted to have your very own tree in Israel, it’s really easy to do. You just go 
into the web site of the Jewish National Fund, choose yourself a forest, and you 
can plant online. It’s the 21st century – you can do everything online. You don’t 
have to come here and grovel in the dirt to find a place to plant your tree and stick. 
You actually do all that online. So I say, ‘if you want Christian roots in the Holy 
Land, you can do that online, as well.’ So, that’s all these pine trees that we see – 
it’s all planted forests. Pine is planted. And only when we get oak, and all the others 
– that’s natural forest.   
[Tree Planting Center http://www.jnf.org/support/tree-planting-center/  
"When you come to the land, you shall plant trees" -Leviticus 19:23.] 

“So, anyway, the area was full of small Jewish villages. Now, in a Jewish 
village, the upper area is the houses, and the further down you go becomes the 
burial area, because you can’t be buried in a city. You can’t be buried where you’re 
living. So, when they were cutting this road – which we’re going through now – 
they were actually cutting through a lot of these villages. As they came down to 
this lower area here, they cut through the necropolis of a little village that was just 
here. And when they cut through the necropolis, they saw that it was a very good 
example of tombs from 2,000 years ago – in other words, tombs from the time of 
Yeshua – and so they left them, they didn’t destroy them. They left them on the side 
of the road. 

“So, don’t go to sleep just yet. Get your cameras ready.” 

Lady: “Which side of the road?” 

Marian: It’s going to be on the left hand side of the road. And these tombs, 
which were cut into the soft limestone, were closed with a rolling stone.” 

Tony: “A rolling stone will gather no moss.” 

[Moses, the driver, temporarily stops the bus on the two-lane road for a look 
at the necropolis – the cemetery area at the bottom of a hillside. Then he slowly 
drives forward to another tomb area.]  
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Tombs alongside the highway. Most tombs are family tombs, where members of an 

entire family would be buried in niches (in an ossuary, or container for the bones 

of the dead). 

Marian: “OK, because it’s a yellow line, we actually can’t go down. Look on 

the left. Mick Jagger fans, be looking to the left. See how the tombs are closed? 
That is a Mick Jagger (Rolling Stone rock group) stone. (laughter) That rolling stone 
would close the entrance. 

“Now, these tombs are family tombs. You don’t bury single people. You bury 
the family together. You live as an extended family; you die as an extended family. 
You live together, and you’re all buried together. So, we will talk more fully about 
this when we get to Jerusalem. There’s another few tombs coming in a moment on 
the left hand side. But that was a really good example of the stone that closes those 
tombs. 

“OK, some more tombs here. We don’t have a stone that rolls closed, but here 
by accident they cut into the tombs. And you see the niches? Those are niches for 
the body after it’s decomposed. It goes into an ossuary, and then into those niches. 
We’ll talk about it when we are in Jerusalem. We’re actually not allowed to stop on 
this road. So this whole area was a necropolis of an enormous village that was just 
here in the mountains.   
[Ossuary http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ossuary 
An ossuary is a depository for storing bones of the dead. They were used by Jews 
primarily in the first century as a space-saving way to deal with remains of the 
dead. This "second-burial" system first interred the deceased in sepulchers to 
decompose for a couple of years. Then the bones that remained were gathered and 
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put into the ossuaries. See also:   
James Ossuary http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Ossuary  
The James Ossuary is a 2,000-year old chalkbox that was used for containing the 
bones of the dead. The Aramaic inscription: Ya'akov bar-Yosef akhui diYeshua. 
English translation: "James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus" is cut into one side 
of the box.] 

“We’re coming down into the Jezreel Valley. It’s a very fertile valley. And the 
name ‘Jezreel’ tells us exactly that. Do you remember I told you that if you have ‘el’ 
at the end of a word, it means God? (response, ‘yes’) OK. So Jezreel is ‘zara-el’ – 
the seed of God.   
Jezreel http://concordances.org/hebrew/3157.htm 

“So we’re going to talk about Gabriel, and Rafael – all these with the name of 
God – so you’re learning a lot of Hebrew words today. And you can see now the 
whole of the valley. You see how fertile it is. And up there, on the hills (east), is 
Nazareth. 

“We’re going to get to Megiddo, and we’re praying that it rains after we finish 
this – and we can do this without getting caught in the rain. It will be a walk of at 
least an hour over the Tel, this mound that has been excavated. We’re going to take 
Bibles with us, but I’m not sure who is going to read to us; I asked Pastor Tom to 
work it out with several people, whoever volunteers. We’ll read definitely from 
Revelation; hopefully, Pastor Tom will give us some insights there, as well.” 

Wilfred: “What does an acre of land sell for?” 

Marian: “It doesn’t. This is the Holy Land – we don’t buy and we don’t sell 
land. All land is state-owned. You cannot buy or sell land here. I will take more fully 
about that later – about the kibbutz and the settlements. But you cannot buy or sell; 
even when you’re building a house, you’re only buying the house. The land is state-
owned. 

[Marian sends several books around that are for sale at discount prices for 
pilgrims: The Holy Land, the Land of Jesus, published by Palphot; Israel, Pictorial 
Guide & Souvenir by Palphot; Holy Land Revealed (DVD); Daily Life at the Time of 
Jesus, by Miriam Feinberg Vamosh]  
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Marian: “There were two major trade routes in ancient times: the Via Maris, 
and the trade route from Beit Shean. And they both meet at the Jezreel Valley. They 
both have to go through the Jezreel Valley, and from the Jezreel Valley to go down 
the coast line in order to get to Egypt. So now you see how important that valley 
is. Whoever wants to go north, whoever wants to go south, is going to go through 
the Jezreel Valley. 

“Now, whoever holds the Jezreel Valley holds the road. And the fortress that 
did that was Megiddo. As it was a mound (Tel) – one civilization on top of another 
– it became known as the ‘hill of Megiddo.’ In Hebrew, Har-Megiddo, which you 
know as Armageddon – the ‘h’ falls off. Now, just so you can see this area a little 
more clearly, we have another little map here (points to displayed map). To get 
through the Carmel mountains – this is the mountains of the Galilee (pointing 
northeast), and here’s the Jezreel Valley, and here’s our roads coming through, 
one from Beit-Shean, one coming down from here (north) – all the roads are coming 
through the Jezreel Valley. And they’re all meeting here (crossroads). What’s here? 
Megiddo. 

“When we were on Mount Carmel, we were up here (east), and I told you of a 
fortress just below us here (southeast) – Yokne’am – we haven’t excavated it. We 
don’t need to. Because it’s going to be exactly the same there as here (Megiddo), 
only here (Megiddo) is the easiest passage through the mountains, so that’s where 
the most important fortress was.   
Tel Yokneam http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/Yokneam.html 

[Arrival at Megiddo. Walk to visitor center.]  
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Tel Megiddo National Park is one of Israel’s most important antiquities sites. The 

city of Megiddo holds a significant place in ancient history. Megiddo’s strategic 

location overlooking the Plain of Jezreel and dominating the trade routes from 

Egypt to Mesopotamia (by way of Via Maris, “way of the sea” route), has made it a 

site of extreme importance since time immemorial. 

“This fortress (at Megiddo) saw battles every era. And that how later, it will 
become a symbol for the final battle, as we’ll see. I want to take you to a film show. 
After the film we’re going to go a little bit up onto the Tel, and when we get to the 
Canaanite gateway, I’m going to say, ‘anybody for whom it’s getting too difficult, 
go back down.’ And then I continue on with the rest of the Tel and the stairs. So the 
point of no return is quite a long way away from here. So keep with me now. We’ll 
see the film together.” 

[Film about Megiddo - film has background music, mostly a deep sonorous 
rhythm for more than half of the film]   
Narrator: “People first settled here 7,000 years ago, building their own caves in the 
bedrock. Since then, for thousands of years, the central city existed here 
continually, experiencing all types of historic reversals. The city of Megiddo was 
destroyed 25 times by waves of conquerors, who surged over it and rebuilt it 25 
times. The city’s remains are found on the site’s 25 levels – an eternal memorial to 
humanity’s will to exist and an everlasting witness to the war and destruction that 
accompany human history. Perhaps that is the reason why Megiddo was chosen 
to serve as an eternal symbol of hope for the future. 

“According to Christian tradition, right here the most important battle of man 
will take place in the last of days – the final battle. In the New Testament, the Apostle 
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John predicts that at Megiddo or – as it is also known – Armageddon, the final 
battle to end all destruction and persecution will take place. The cruel wars that 
took place here during the thousands of years resulted from Megiddo’s unique 
strategic location. It controls the most important part of the road running along the 
coast called ‘Via Maris’ by the Romans, leading from Egypt in the south to 
Mesopotamia in the north. 

“Whoever controlled the city controlled this central armory. Canaanite, 
Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and, of course, the kings of Israel – led 
by Solomon and Ahab – all fought over it and the city. And they all left memorials 
to their power and glory in Megiddo. 

“The city of Megiddo knew not only wars, but cultural and spiritual 
development and the eternal longing of man for God. A prayer structure was 
discovered in the city from the Canaanite period, dating back to the year 5,000 BCE. 
The people of the city prayed continuously for thousands of years in the very same 
spot. Seventeen holy structures were built one on top of the other during various 
periods. The most impressive is a large round altar built of unhewn stone, dated 
2,700 BCE. 

“The city’s name Megiddo appears in early written material from the 15th 
century BCE in documents of the Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose the third, describing 
his military campaigns and conquests in the land of Israel. In a letter found at Tel-
al-Hamana, dated in the 14th century BCE, the governor of Megiddo outlined his 
rights to the Egyptian king: ‘I have heard the words of my king, my lord, my son, 
and I shall defend Megiddo, city of kings, day and night.’ 

“A beautiful treasure of ivory pieces was found in one of the rooms of a palace 
not far from the gate of the walled city. 

“The Israelites reached Canaan after wandering for forty years in the desert. 
After a quick conquest, Megiddo fell and became part of the lands of the tribe of 
Manasseh. King David conquered the city at its 16th level, which had been built on 
the ruins of fifteen previous layers. The city reached the height of its glory during 
the period of Israel’s kings Solomon and Ahab. This was the best fortified of all 
cities built by King Ahab, and he chose it to be one of three seats of government in 
his kingdom. He continued to develop and build the city. Proof of this remains to 
this day: the great city gates, the most beautiful ever discovered; two stables for 
450 of his horses; two palaces in one of which lived the governor appointed by the 
king; the public granary, from which food for all the citizens was distributed. There 
were two sets of stairs – one for going up, and one for going down. The arched roof 
that protected the grain from sun and rain caved in during the course of the years. 

“The most impressive discovery – its sophistication and construction 
technique astounding to this day – is the waterworks build for the city by King 
Ahab. The city had a real problem. Its great walls protected it during siege, but its 



water sources were in a cave at the foot of the hill outside the walls. How would 
they get drinking water while the enemy besieged the city? The solution was 
obtained by means of complicated, but effective, technology. Inside the city, a shaft 
was dug. From its bottom, a horizontal tunnel thirty meters long was excavated in 
the direction of the spring and at the same height. From now on, the citizens of the 
city could utilize the water that flowed outside the city without leaving the safety of 
the walls. In order to conceal and to protect the water from enemies, the external 
entrance for the cave was blocked up and the wall camouflaged with rock and sand. 

“Many kingdoms came and went in Megiddo. The kingdom of Israel was 
conquered by Assyria, and after them came the Persians. In the 4th century BCE, 
Megiddo was abandoned and never resettled. All that is left are the remains of 4,000 
years of human settlement and the apocalyptic prophecies – mainly Christian – 
which have memorialized its name in human culture as the arena of the great battle 
in the last of days. That is why the historic meeting between the president of Israel 
and Pope Paul VI in 1964 here at Megiddo, known as Armageddon. 

“For 2,000 years, not only Megiddo lay in ruins, but also the entire area. Two 
more battles took place here in this century. The British General Allenby routed the 
Turkish army at the end of World War I. The British reinforced their rule in the 
country, and General Allenby was named, ‘Lord of Armageddon.’ 

“One hundred years ago, the valley – surrounding the city – called the Jezreel 
Valley was brought back to life when Jewish pioneers returned to revive the land. 
They built cities and kibbutzim around the remains of the past. 

“During Israel’s war of Independence of 1948, more battles took place here 
which ended with the defeat of the Arab forces. At the end of the war, a kibbutz 
settled at the edge of the hill which took the historic name of Megiddo. Its founders 
were survivors of the holocaust, who had come to find a new future alongside the 
historic remains. 

“In the vicinity of the Tel, there are other interesting sites to visit, all under the 
auspices of the National Parks Authority, which is also responsible for Tel 
Megiddo.” 

[Other sites are mentioned. The film ends with an invitation: “The National 
Parks Authority wishes you a pleasant tour.”] 

[Tel Megiddo, excavations]   
Megiddo http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Archaeology/Megiddo.html 
Site of Megiddo http://siteofmegiddo.tripod.com/ 

Marian: “So this is Tel Megiddo, each level a different civilization. And what I 
tried to explain in the bus was that today it’s interesting to see who built what, 
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when. So that’s what we’re going to try and do when we go up on the Tel now is to 
see what we have from the different periods. And see if we can find Solomon." 

Pat: “So what happens? Do they just crumble, and break in – is that what 
happens?” 

Ellen: “How do they build on top of each other?” 

Marian: “What happens very often is, you conquer a city, and then you will 
use the stones that are nearest the top, and then you will add your own. And so it 
will build up a bit. And then what happens to that city – if it lasts a long time – that 
will become a thick layer, cause when that’s destroyed, there will be a lot of building 
from that period. OK?”  

 

 

[Continue walking up the path – a 3,500 year old staircase – leading to the top of 

the Tel.]  
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Ellen: “Marian, they didn’t always destroy the previous buildings, did they?” 

Marian: “Sometimes they would, and sometimes they would just take it over. 
[arrive at gateway] OK, my dears, we’re going to go through this gateway in a 
moment. But first, I want to explain a little bit about it. It’s a Canaanite gateway from 
3,500 years ago. And in archaeology they call that the middle bronze age. The age 
that everybody is interested in – Solomon – that’s iron age. So you go from middle 
bronze to late bronze – you know, that’s the bronze people who always come late 
– and then from the late bronze, you go into iron. 

“So, what do we have here? First of all, look at the base of the gate, and you’ll 
know it’s black basalt. Black basalt is a stone that only comes from the Golan 
Heights – they brought here the black basalt stone. The white, of course, is the 
limestone of the area. And in the course of the gate you can see the wood. Now, 
this, of course, is not the original wood, but we know that wood was there. This 
wood would steady the stone if there was an earthquake. In fact, if you read how 
Solomon’s temple is built, you’ll find exactly the same method of building, with this 
wood in between the stone. The floor, of course was – hopefully it wasn’t like this, 
because you wouldn’t want to go in on your carriage if it was like that. This was 
covered with a kind of plaster that just wore away, and inside – as we go in the gate 
– you’ll notice these little rooms. Notice the rooms – we’ll walk through them – and 
then we’ll stop on the other side. 

“We see a cutting, like a big cake slice. We see a lot of big stones, so there 
was a lot of big building in that period. And then you come back down a bit, there’s 
a lot of fine sand – probably there was nothing here at all – sand and dust swept 
in. So each period will tell the archaeologist just what’s going on. And then you go 
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down a bit, and you see stones again. So once again – a big concentration of 
building.  

 

 

Tour of Megiddo, includes a Canaanite gateway from about 3500 years ago (the 

bronze age).   

Megiddo was the scene of many Old Testament battles. Great military men, such 

as Thutmose III of Egypt (15th century B.C.), Napolean in 1799, and General Allenby 

during World War I, have fought for mastery there. King Thutmose III (1504-1450 

B.C.) defeated a coalition of Canaanite kings at Megiddo. It is also the place where 

king Ahaziah (2 Kings 9:27) and Josiah (2 Kings 23:29-30) died. Although he did 

not take the city, Joshua defeated the king of Megiddo at the time of the Israelite 

conquest of Canaan (Joshua 12:21). 

“Now, you look up there, and you find a beautiful gateway. This was the gate 

that we thought was from the time of Solomon. Solomon is 3,000 years ago. This 
gateway is 3,500 years ago. So we’re just going to walk up 500 years here and get 
up to Solomon’s period and see about this gateway. [walk through gateway]  
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“You notice when we came through, we came through with rooms on one 
side, and rooms on the other side. So, of course, this gateway would have been the 
same. This wall has rooms in it, and it would have been there the same. But that 
they took away to see what was below, and they got to the palace of Biridiya 
(governor of Megiddo from Egypt), etcetera, etcetera. They took the Bible, read the 
Bible, it says, ‘King Solomon levied a force for building his buildings in Jerusalem, 
and then Megiddo, and Gezer, and Hazor.’ (1 Kings 9:15) There’s a beautiful 
building here – it’s got to be Solomon. Unfortuately, the pottery is all wrong. 

“So for years – you remember I said every ten years we have to change it – 
for years I would lovingly touch the stones, the stones of the time of King Solomon. 
It turns out I was lovingly touching the stones from the time of King Ahab, whom I 
don’t like at all. That’s Jezebel’s husband. (laughter) So, anyway, we’re not going 
over there to sort of touch the stones. Ahab was a great king – we’ll talk about that 
as well, I promise. So take a quick look at what we’re getting here. As we go higher, 
you see how we’re in control of the valley. Right now, we just see the left hand side 
of the site, but as we go to the top, we’ll see how this site is controlling everything. 

“Actually, I’m hurrying you a little bit, because I want to get to my favorite 
spot, and I don’t want anybody else to take it. It’s going to be where the reading is. 
So who’s doing the reading? So the next stop is where the reading is, so even those 
who can’t do the steps, I think it would be nice of you to join us for the reading from 
Revelation.  
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Deborah and Barak defeated the forces of Hazor under the command of Sisera near 

Megiddo, but they did not take the city either (Judges 4:15; Judges 5:19). King 

David might have conquered the land as part of his program for establishing the 

kingdom. By the time of King Solomon, Megiddo served as the headquarters of one 

of his twelve administrative regions (1 Kings 4:12). Later, Solomon rebuilt the city 

in order to serve as one of his chariot and garrison cities (1 Kings 9:15-19). 

“We have a piece of cake (layered section) cut out of the Tel – you see the 
level where they started cutting – and amazingly, here they found level after level 
of holy site. Remember you saw in the film the round stone altar? (response, “uh-
huh”) The high place? Well, it wasn’t exactly a high place, but something like it – 
an altar of some kind. And the thing is, just alongside, an archaeologist didn’t find 
anything. And then along came a woman called Kathleen Kenyon, and she dug here 
and, you know, she hit all these fantastic temples – one above the other.  
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Excavations of the Temple area (pointing east). Probably a Canaanite temple. 

“By the way, Megiddo is a wonderful site to google, because they update their 

site – they let you know exactly what’s going on, what they found and what they’re 
looking for.  
Megiddo Expedition https://sites.google.com/site/megiddoexpedition/ 

“So, I wonder if you can guess – by the way, that’s Mount Gilboa (in the 
southeast), we see it beautifully from here – I wonder if you can guess why she dug 
exactly here? (several guesses are rejected) What she did was, she said, ‘OK, what 
did they worship in the ancient world?’ Well, they worshipped the sun, especially 
when the sun is rising. A good time for sacrifice. So Kathleen Kenyon would make 
a line to where the sun rises in the east, and she cuts through on the eastern side 
here – at an angle – and she has all the main altars, temple upon temple over 
thousands of years. This was in 1966. This is an ongoing dig, as you can see. This 
was a dig that actually started from around 1915 – the Americans were digging 
here, also. 

“So now we’re going to the place where we’re going to have our reading. The 
place where all these people are stopping is the silo for the corn. We’re not 
stopping here now – we’ll do that later.”  

 

 

A public grain silo from the time of King Jeroboam II (8th century BCE). The silo 

had a capacity of 450 cubic meters. Straw found between the stones attests to the 

function of the installation. 

https://sites.google.com/site/megiddoexpedition/
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[We walk quickly to the edge of the Tel, a fantastic overlook of the Jezreel 
Valley.] 

“So here you have a view of the Jezreel Valley. Opposite us is one mountain 
(northeast) – it’s in a mist, but it’s very round – can you see the round mountain? 
(someone says, ‘yes’) That’s Mount Tabor. And Tabor is both the site of the 
transfiguration, and where Deborah fought Barak. They came down from there to 
the Jezreel Valley. Then you have Mount Moreh (east) that shows the way, where 
Gideon fought the Midianites. And then there’s an empty space, and then the 
mountains of Gilboa (southeast). 

“The trade routes would go between the mountains. Remember, highways 
don’t go up the mountains if they don’t have to. So, the trade route would come in 
from there (northeast), and come to that mountain which shows the way (east), it 
shows them that that’s where they turn in order to get out of the valley here (in 
Megiddo). Between those trees, where you see the houses, is where the road goes 
(southwest) through the mountains and comes out to the coastal plain. 

“You can see how strategic Megiddo is. Whoever holds this place, holds the 
road across the valley. So war after war, battle after battle. And Pastor Tom said 
this morning, he could just imagine Yeshua sitting up there from the mountains 
(northeast) and looking around him, and seeing these sites of biblical stories as he 
looked around. We’ll sit down here and have a reading.” 

Person: “Where is the Vale of Megiddo?” 

Marian: “The Vale of Megiddo is Jezreel Valley. Same thing.”  
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The plain of Megiddo (valley of Megiddon, KJV) is referred to in Zechariah’s 

prophecies that Israel and Jerusalem would be restored (Zechariah 12:11). 

Revelation 16:16 mentions the numerous conflicts fought over control of this 

valley, also known as Armageddon (Har Megiddon, the “mount of Megiddo”). 

Pastor Tom: “We’ll have a reading from the Book of Revelation –  
“And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Armageddon” (Rev 16:16). 

[I missed the reading, because I wanted to see what the archaeological group 
was doing. Also, I wanted to take a video of the surroundings at Tel Megiddo. I left 
Stan with the group. He had a personal “battle of Armageddon” between the forces 
of creation and disintegration that was being waged in his body and mind.] 

Armageddon at Tel   Megiddo 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/videos.htm                           

(includes  video)  

 

 

Present day excavations by archaeological teams. The visible remains of extensive 

excavations include defensive walls, a temple, an enormous grain silo and the 

foundations of many buildings. The tel (mound) of Megiddo consists of twenty (or 

more) superimposed cities, the oldest dating back to 4000BC. There was a 

Armageddon%20at%20Tel%20%09%09Megiddo
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Canaanite city here around 2000 BC. The city was conquered by Pharoah Thutmose 

of Egypt in 1478 BC – a fact recorded in ancient Egyptian texts. 

[Tel Megiddo (continued), at horse stables, troughs]  

Marian: “You put your child in a little manger. That’s what they mean. 
(response, ‘oh, wow’) See how it’s exactly the size. So, yes, the horses would drink 
from here. But when there’s no water in it, that’s where you put your little child, and 
you don’t have any care of little animals crawling over it, or accidentally lying on it. 

“So, all those beautiful representations of Hollywood of those nice rocking 
beds – sorry, it’s Hollywood. This is what we’re talking about." 

Lady: “A trough for water, who would have imagined it to be a manger for a 
baby.”  

 

 

A trough, excavated at an area thought to have been part of the horse stables of 

King Solomon. However, recent discoveries point to the stables (and manger-like 

troughs) to have housed King Ahab’s 2000 horses, palaces, storehouses, sentry 

towers, walls, gates, soldiers’ quarters and private houses. 

Marian: “Now, looking at the stables, they’ve reconstructed those for us. 
There’s some original troughs over there, and these other reconstructed troughs 
here are just giving us an idea of what was here. So you find this – you read about 
chariot cities in the Bible – you put two and two together and you get 22. (response, 
‘yeh’)  
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“The thing is this: when a king followed a righteous path, the Bible gives us a 
lot of chapters. When a king was naughty, he didn’t get a lot of chapters. It doesn’t 
matter how long he ruled. So Hezekiah is a goody-goody, so he gets three chapters 
in the book of Kings, and he only rules twenty-seven years. Manasseh is a real 
naughty person, and he rules for fifty-five years; and he gets eighteen verses. He 
doesn’t even get a whole chapter. They really hate him. So the thing is, we don’t 
have a lot about the king called Ahab. We know of his story with Jezebel, and that 
gives him a very bad light. And we have the story of Naboth’ vineyard – we’ll talk a 
little about it in the bus.   
[Naboth http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naboth 
Elijah confronts Ahab over Ahab and Jezebel's execution of Naboth and usurpation 
of his land (vineyard) in 1 Kings 21.] 

“And we sort of think of him as a weak king. Therefore, it was a surprise when 
all the pottery turned out from the time of Ahab. And you may have noticed where 
we were sitting, some of the stones had a very unusual sign on them – these were 
mason marks. And they belong to the time of Ahab. So we found those mason 
marks here – at this level – and we found them in Jezreel, where Naboth’s vineyard 
was located. And we also found them in Samaria, Ahab’s capital. So there was no 
doubt he was the great king building here. 

“We don’t know what belongs to the time of Solomon. Even the water – the 
water installation – is from the time of Ahab. So, we’re on our way there – 183 steps 
down. Good luck.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naboth
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The Water System at Megiddo. On the eastern side of the tel (mound) is an old 

reservoir, at the base of which a tunnel leads to a spring that lies outside the city 

walls.  

[walk to the steps that lead to the tunnel that takes us to the water system for the 

city of Megiddo. The passage through the water tunnel includes a descent of 183 

steps and an ascent of 80 steps.] 

“The wall of the city was over there, so people went down from the city to the 
base, which is cut out of the rock – as you’ll see when we get down there. Then 
they went along the tunnel. And there is a little spring of water. So I will stop there 
to show you that it’s there, and then the rest we’ll just go on up the stairs. When 
you come out those stairs, look back and you’ll see the camouflage that we saw in 
the film. 183 steps – good luck everybody.”  
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Steps leading down to the ancient tunnel and reservoir. 

Kim: “Going down, that’s easy.” 

Paul: “Yeh, it’s not going up – exactly.” 

Kim: “I did 750 steps going up Mount Sinai.”   
[I turn to the side to take a picture of the original steps near the opening, and I slip 
a little on the steps, regaining my balance immediately.]  

 

 

The original stone steps leading to the tunnel and water system. 

Kevin: “You got good balance.” 

Paul: “Just as long as I don’t knock anybody else down.” 

Kim: “Use the hand railing.” 

Paul: “All right.”  
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Inside the tunnel. The passage through the water tunnel includes a descent of 183 

steps to the water source and an ascent of 80 steps.  
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Pilgrim Tours bus. The driver was named Moses.   

[Drive to Nazareth] 

Marian: “You know Nazareth as the site of the Annunciation. The angel 

Gabriel comes to Mary and makes an announcement. And as you probably know, 
all these announcements – or all these things that happen – in the New Testament 
are fulfillment of prophecies in the Old Testament. And the fulfillment of the prophet 
Isaiah. Isaiah actually says, ‘a young maiden.’ (Isaiah 7:14) The Hebrew word for 
the woman who is going to give birth to this very special child is, ‘almah.’ ‘Almah’ 
is a young maiden.   
Almah http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almah 

“But when this is translated into the Septuagint, which is the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew, they change the word from young maiden to virgin. They 
may not have realized that it was a problem. They may have thought, ‘all young 
maidens are virgins.’ So – we don’t think like that today. But at that time, all young 
maidens were virgins, so it may have not made a big difference when they changed 
that word. But, of course, there is a big difference between virgin and the word 
young maiden. Isaiah’s prophecy was, ‘a young maiden shall have a child, and his 
name will be Emmanuel.’ Emmanuel – God is with us. 

“You can already see this ‘el’ at the end of the word, which is always going to 
tell you that it’s something about God. If we have Gabriel, it’s two words: ‘geber’ 
and ‘el.’ ‘Geber’ is a man, and ‘el’ from God. So God sent an angel in the form of a 
man. So, can you think of a few other words that you know that have ‘el’ at the 
end?” 

Ron: “Beth-el.” 

Marian: “House of God.” 

Ken: “Daniel.” 

Marian: “Judged by God. Samuel, heard by God.” 

Ginger: “Jezebel.” (laughter) 

Stan: “Somebody wants twenty-one hot ones.” 

Kevin: “Samuel.” 

Marian: “Samuel and Ishmael have the same meaning, from Hebrew ‘shoma-
el,’ heard of God. So we have Daniel; Rafael, angel of healing; Michael, who is like 
unto thee, the Lord.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almah


Michael http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Michael.html 
Meaning and etymology of biblical names   

http://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning  

“So all these are names that tell us something connected with God. And one 
you’re not familiar with is Chan-el, which is the god of perfume.” 

Kim: “Chanel.” (laughs, recognizing the Chanel perfume company) 

Marian: “So ‘el’ is going to be a very important thing. Now, in the Catholic 
tradition, the angel Gabriel goes to the house of Mary. And they build on the house 
this enormous church, which is found in the center of Nazareth. The Orthodox 
Christians – by the way, Christians in the Middle East are generally Orthodox – the 
Orthodox Christians, they will say immediately that would not be possible. They’re 
thinking in the terms of the Middle East as we understand the population, and in 
this case, of course, a man would not go into a woman’s house. That would 
discredit her, and her life would be over. She would be stoned. If anybody had seen 
a man come in, go out – never mind that it’s an angel – it would just not be in the 
Greek Orthodox mindset to have the angel going in. And for the Orthodox 
Christians, the site of the Annunciation is a large well that’s found in Nazareth. 

“However, the Protestant community thought that it would be wiser – instead 
of trying to find the house of Mary, which is probably almost impossible, because 
there was no post sign, ‘this is Mary’s house’ – instead of that they made this 
village, which is what we’re on our way to. Hopefully, we won’t get there too late. 
They have reconstructed the houses. 

“One of the things they’ve reconstructed is a synagogue. So I just wanted to 
open up for you the subject of a synagogue, because it’s so different from a church. 
A church is literally from the word ‘kyriakos’ – of God, the room of God; you’re 
going into the body of God. And a synagogue is nothing like that, at all. A 
synagogue is just a place for coming together. It’s a place of meeting. And what 
would the place of meeting be for?” 

Tony: “Worship.” 

Marian: “Discussion. Now, this is a very big thing with the Jewish people. We 
actually discuss everything. If you take the Bible, for instance, and there is a word 
that only appears once in the Bible, then that is a really important reason for 
discussion. Why this word, just here, just like that, not in another form? If it’s 
nowhere else, what does it mean? And this discussion can go on for generations. 
It does not stop with that generation, because the generation after that will have a 
discussion of the discussion; and after that, people will have a discussion of the 
discussion of the discussion. In fact, we have a sacred book, which is the 
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discussions of the discussions of the discussions of the discussions of the 
discussions -- it’s called the Talmud. That’s what the Talmud is. 

“So discussion is a very big thing. What you do in the Jewish religion is, you 
read the Bible, and then you have a discussion. You don’t read it without 
discussion. So, you know how sometimes there’s something in the Bible, and it 
doesn’t quite make sense? A lot of people would tend to gloss over those things 
that don’t make too much sense, but that cannot happen in the Jewish religion, 
because if something doesn’t make sense, we call that ‘a hook.’ That’s something 
that you want to look into. If it doesn’t make sense, God is telling us something. So 
you have to look into that, and see what God is trying to tell us. 

“So it was quite normal in a synagogue for people to discuss what was written 
in Scripture. I’m coming, of course, to Luke 4 and the story of Jesus going into the 
synagogue. And, because I’m not sure how much time I’ll have left when we get to 
the village, maybe will ask again Leslie to read that small piece for us, from the 
Book of Luke, and try to understand what happened there. Is that OK? (response, 
‘sure’) 

“Another thing we need to understand about the Law is, we’re talking about 
reading all through the year. When we read the Bible, we read it – at the beginning 
of the year we start at Genesis and we finish at Deuteronomy, and on the same day 
that we finish Deuteronomy, we always start the first verses of Genesis – it’s this 
ongoing thing. We have the five books – they must be read. That’s what’s being 
read, the five books of Moses – the Pentateuch. That’s what we’re reading. But, the 
Prophets are added in as extras to the main reading, so every portion that we read 
in the Bible has a prophetic portion. And the prophetic portion is usually given to 
a visitor to read. So, when we read now of Jesus coming into the synagogue and 
reading from the scroll – and pay attention, it’s a scroll, it’s not book – he literally 
lifts up the scroll of Isaiah. This is totally acceptable. That’s what we do. We read 
from the Pentateuch, then we take a passage – a relevant passage – from the 
Prophets. And that would be done by a visitor. 

“Look at all these things when the story is being read to us, and then we’ll 
bring it to a close and see how important this story is. And what we want to try and 
find out is: Why are they so angry with Jesus in this story? What makes them 
angry?” 

Leslie (reading from Luke 4:14-30), English Standard Version (ESV):  
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him 
went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified by all. 16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. 
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 



18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.   
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  
and recovering of sight to the blind,   
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,   
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke 
well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. 
And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you 
did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say 
to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there 
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up 
three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah 
was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman 
who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they 
heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose 
up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing 
through their midst, he went away. 

Marian’s question: “What made them angry?” 

Ron: “He claimed to be the Messiah.” 

Marian: “No, in the beginning he’s reading to them and he says, “This 
prophecy is fulfilled.” They’re not angry at that. Read the story. They’re not angry 
yet. They’re just in wonder, saying, “Oh, my gosh, isn’t this Joseph’s son? And 
he’s telling us all this, and we know this guy.” And then he says the things that 
make them angry. What does he say next? Go look in the story and see what is it 
that he says that gets them all upset.” 

Leslie: “They had lack of faith?” 

Marian: “Maybe I’ll read it to you again. You got to read it like – listen – he 
says: ‘There were lots of widows, but Elijah goes to Zarephath. He says there were 
lots of lepers, but Elijah cures Naaman. What is he saying to them? He’s saying 
that God is Universal, for everyone. That made them angry. Once he said that, they 
want to throw him out the city. 



“Tomorrow we’re going to be in Capernaum. Tomorrow we’re going to try and 
work out, when he says these things in Capernaum, everyone’s perfectly happy 
with what he’s saying. So we’re going to work out what’s different between 
Capernaum and Nazareth, why no one is accepting him in Nazareth and they want 
to through him down the hill – they literally want to kill him. And when he speaks 
the same things in Capernaum, thousands of people are coming to listen to him. 

“So it’s important to understand that coming to the synagogue and preaching 
did not make them angry. Reading from the scroll, that is not what made them 
angry. There was something in the message that they didn’t want to hear. And that 
was the Universal Message. And isn’t it amazing that in Capernaum, they loved all 
that, and they’re going after him in thousands. So tomorrow we’re going to check 
what’s so different between Nazareth and Capernaum.” 

[Nazareth Village, a reconstruction or replica of what it looked like 2,000 years 
back during the time of Jesus.]  

 

 

Nazareth Village in the modern city of Nazareth. Jesus grew up in Nazareth; a small 

village in Galilee located seventy miles north of Jerusalem. It is first mentioned in 

the New Testament as the home of Mary and Joseph (Luke 1:26-27). Nazareth is 

located about 15 miles west of the Sea of Galilee and 20 miles east of he 

Mediterranean. Jerusalem lies about 70 miles south. It was located in the rocky 

limestone hills, overlooking the Jezreel Valley. It is situated on three sides of a hill. 

This location forms a sheltered valley with a moderate climate favorable to fruits 

and wildflowers. Archeologists found that the ancient town was higher on the 

western hill than the present village (compare Luke 4:29). Although trade routes 

and roads passed near Nazareth, the village itself was not on any main road.  
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Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament, the Apocrypha (ancient writings 

not included in the Bible), Jewish writings, or the histories of Josephus. Nathanael 

remarked, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, 

Come and see” (John 1:46). Jesus’ public ministry began in Nazareth. He later left 

the village to be baptized by John in the Jordan River (Mark 1:9). When John was 

arrested, Jesus moved to Capernaum (Matthew 4:13). Though Jesus was often 

identified by his boyhood city as “Jesus of Nazareth” (John 18:5, 7), the New 

Testament records only one subsequent visit by Jesus to Nazareth. During this 

visit, Jesus preached in the local synagogue and claimed that Isaiah’s prophecies 

were coming true to the oppressed people. He was then rejected by the 

townspeople (Luke 4:16-30). Jesus’ followers were also known as “Nazarenes” 

(Acts 24:5). The angel Gabriel announced in Nazareth that Mary would bear a Son 

whose name would be called Jesus (Luke 1:26). (from web site) 

Guide: “So for that purpose we built houses, a synagogue, with the same kind 
of material, based on the archeological findings here in the Holy Land. We have 
archaeological findings from the 1st century, the land that we didn’t know about. 
So the village is two parts: one part is what we have found, and the other part is 
what we have built. And to all this we have added a third aspect, which is the life, 
the people of the 1st century. We call them villagers: you will see them working in 
their various occupations. 

“Inside is a replica of the village. We built houses to show what Nazareth 
looked like at Jesus’ time. We found terraces and a winepress. We will see both of 
them outside. This is the kind of sandals they used to wear at that time. They would 
remove their sandals in the summertime and press the grapes with their bare feet. 
Then there were stone walls to prevent the soil from being washed away during the 
winter time. 

“Now we’re going to step back into Nazareth’s past, 100 years before Jesus’ 
birth. In order to control the Galilee, when they got it back from the Gentiles (the 
Greeks) – even though our land was very small – those who went through here for 
trading purposes, they had to pass the land here. So if you look at the timeline here, 
you can see that many empires and rulers fought to control this piece of land. The 
ruler who controlled this piece of land controlled the way between the different 
continents (Europe, Asia, Africa).  



 

“Now about 200 years ago, during the Turkish empire, Nazareth was peaceful 

and quiet. You can see that Nazareth was surrounded by hills. 

“Here you can see a replica of a Roman soldier, he was with the armor all the 
time. This is the kind of shield and this is the kind of sword. The Roman sword is 
sharp on both sides, a double-edged sword, like the Word of God. It’s straight and 
also short. 

“When Herod (the Great) took the rule, he killed all the babies, like you see in 
that photo – in Bethlehem. It probably didn’t take him more than a day’s work. The 
babies at that time in Bethlehem weren’t more than probably 20 – it was a small 
town. Herod even killed his wife and three of his sons. When Caesar in Rome heard 
that, he said it was safer to be a pig in his palace than to be one of his sons. He 
didn’t eat pork, so he didn’t kill pigs. 

“Here we see when Jesus was 12 years old, he was in the temple, teaching 
with the rabbis. They were amazed at his wisdom. When he was 30, Jesus went into 
the synagogue in Nazareth, and he was given the scroll of Isaiah. In the beginning 
they were very happy to hear what he was reading, but at the end of the story we 
know that they wanted to push him over a cliff.  
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“Now, we’re going to go out to the village. . . . We grow wheat over there. We 
use the old wooden plow, and then in the summer we do the harvest. And then 
threshing. That wooden thing over there is called the threshing pole. You see the 
holes over there? Some of them are full of stones. So normally they would fill all 
these holes with stones, and then put this board on the wheat. The wheat would be 
on the ground. And then the board would be on top, and stones would be down. 
Weights would be used on the board. A donkey would be tied to this board, and he 
would start to go around here, pulling behind this wooden thing. That will grind all 
the chaff, and the seeds will be coming out. What they would get then would be 
piles of straw (hay) along with the seeds. Then they would separate the chaff from 
the seeds. The seeds from the straw. That fork over there is the winnowing fork. 
The mixture would be thrown into the wind, and the seeds would come to the 
ground, while the chaff would be blown away.  
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“Here is the place where every member of the family would be buried in the 
same place. That’s why in the Old Testament, there is the expression that a king or 
a prophet died, that he was gathered to his fathers. Gathered to them, where they 
are.”  

 

 

The local guide explains the “rolling stone” that covered a family tomb, with niches 

for the bones of family members. 

[The tour continued to the grape press near the walls; there was a shepherd 
with goats, and we got to feed the goats. There was a carpenter (like Joseph) with 
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his tools. There was a lady rug maker, who showed us the yarn and cloth. These 
were real people playing ancient traditional roles that made the recreated village 
worth visiting.]  

 

 

Nazareth Village - a wonderful recreation of Biblical times with costumed guides. 

Here we met a goat shepherd with goats waiting to be fed by hand by eager tourists. 

There was a lady rug maker, who showed us the yarn and cloth.  

 

 

The local guide explains the process of a winepress, a hollow area in a rocky place 

where grapes were placed and then pressed by feet.  
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A costumed carpenter explains the use of various tools in a carpenter’s shop. 

Tradition has Jesus living and working as a carpenter’s son in Nazareth (Matt. 2:23, 

Luke 4:16).  

 

 

Poster of Jesus saying: “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will never 

walk in darkness.” We were given a small pottery piece which had a wick in it, and 

it was to be used with olive oil to “bring light into the world.” 
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Addendum:  
[Flashback: When I was in Nazareth back in 2007 with the Jewish group, we visited 
the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth. The basilica was built in 1969 over the 
ruins of the original Byzantine church, and the successive Crusader church. It 
incorporates the cave in which the Virgin Mary received the news from Gabriel that 
she would give birth to Jesus. The inscription on the wall said: Domini Nuntiavit 
Mariae Verbum Caro Factum est Habitavit in Nobis (The Angel of the Lord brought 
tidings unto Mary, and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us). The most 
impressive part was the upper church (courtyard) which was decorated with 
mosaics of the Virgin donated by communities from around the world. Each mosaic 
bears the characteristics of the contributing nation, showing how each nation 
visualized the annunciation in their own local eyes.]  
http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/AnnunciationMosaics.html  
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