
PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND: ISRAEL  

CHAPTER 11 – Israel Museum: Model of Jerusalem, Shrine of the Book –  

Yad HaShem Museum 

On the way to the Dead Sea Scrolls Museum, Israel Museum. 

Marian: “With all reverence to what happened in Europe during the second 

world war, I understand that you have museums all over the world of the 

holocaust. There’s a wonderful one in Washington, and you’re not going to have 

many more chances to come back here. 

“For those of you taking a taxi and going to do some shopping, ask the price 

first, and ask the fare to the Jaffa Gate. That’s for those who want to – maybe 

three or more. Make sure you let me know, so that I’ll know who I’m counting. At 

the moment, we’re thirty-three. 

“Then we’ll meet at the Garden Tomb. We’ll have communion, it’s non-

alcoholic, and we’ll offer, of course, the bread as well. It’s a wonderful place to 

have communion. It’s another unforgettable place – as was the Church of St. Anne, 

which I tried to persuade Leslie in the morning, ‘it’s not another Catholic church.’ 

She was saying, ‘we didn’t want to go to another Catholic church.’ (laughter) 

On the bus to Israel Museum. 

Marian: “Everything is one way today. They never thought the city would 

grow to be what it is. By the way, in Jerusalem there is a municipal law: you must 

build with the same stone. You don’t have a choice. You can’t build with steel or 

glass. You must build with Jerusalem limestone. And that makes the city very 

beautiful. 

[Tom hands out Israel National Parks cards – a record of everywhere we 

went; places are punched with a hole]  
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Marian: “The Israeli parliament is up on a hill. Although the country was 

founded in 1948, the parliament was not build till 1965. That was on loaned money, 

so it’s a very simple building. [we arrive at the Israel Museum] 

“Take notice of where the bus is parking. This is where you’ll come after the 

Israel Museum tour, and after lunch in the cafeteria. So join me. We’re going to 

see a model of Jerusalem, and then we’re going to see the Dead Sea scrolls. 

[walk to the Israel Museum; Marian stops to explain the view of the city]  

 
 

Built in 1965 on a ridge overlooking West Jerusalem, the Israel Museum contains 

some of the country’s finest art and archaeology. 

Marian: “The building that is gory, Ministry of Finance, and has all these 

little windows – can you imagine, when this was built, they were trying to save on 

electric; and each four windows was just one room, so you didn’t have to use a lot 

of electric. So it’s nice to think of a government that tried to save money, but when 

you look at the buildings and see how simple they are, and that’s when you 

understand that there really was not a lot of money in the country in the 1960s. 

Now, if you look to the top floor, there is one room only that has an air conditioner; 

it’s the only room that needs it. That is the real wailing wall – that’s the income 

tax office. (laughter) We pay the highest income tax imaginable.” 

Ken: “Is it above 60%?” 
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Marian: “Well, it’s scaled. It’s progressive.” 

Kim: “The more you make, the more you pay.” 

Marian: “The Israeli parliament is where the Israeli flag is flying. You’ll 

notice that the flag of Israel has two blue stripes, very much like the prayer shawl 

– not by chance, of course. Did we take about blue being the sacred color? 

(response, ‘yes’) It’s now towards the end of the tour, and I can’t remember what 

I did. The prime minister’s office is the third building along – you can’t see it from 

here. Then Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Interior, and then the Prime 

Minister’s office. 

[Talk with Marian about the large Menorah across from the Parliament 

building, Knesset. I had seen it during my previous trip to Israel in 2007, and I was 

impressed with the massive symbolical structure. Marian and I were both 

convinced that there was a unique pattern and symbolism to the way the images 

were placed on the seven-branched menorah. I will include an addendum about 

the large Menorah at the end of the present chapter.] 

Model of Jerusalem at Israel Museum 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Museum  

http://www.english.imjnet.org.il/HTMLs/Home.aspx (Israel Museum website)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyland_Model_of_Jerusalem  

http://pauljwigowsky.multiply.com/photos/album/14/ISRAEL_2007_#photo=495 

(my photos) 

Marian: “The model was done in 1966. And that is before we could excavate 

in the Old City. We had the description of Josephus. We had the Old Testament, 

of course. Putting them together – a man called Michael Avi Yonah – a kind of 

model so we could understand what Jeruslem looked like 2,000 years ago. 

[The model was designed by Israeli historian and geographer Michael Avi 

Yonah based on the writings of Flavius Josephus and other historical sources.]  
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The model of Jerusalem at the time of the Second Temple was built before the 

reunification of the city. The 1:50 scale model was supervised by Prof. Avi-Yonah 

and built according to the descriptions of Josephus Flavius.  

See more pictures (and descriptive signs) of the Model of Jerusalem (from my 

Israel tour in 2007):   

http://pauljwigowsky.multiply.com/photos/album/14/ISRAEL_2007#photo=495 

“Most of the stuff was correct. But, where he didn’t follow Josephus – where 

he thought Josephus was wrong – he had to change after we had done the 

excavations. I stand first of all opposite the low eastern hill – the City of David. 

And in the time of David, just the low eastern hill was populated. Everything that’s 

higher up – the hill was empty. So it starts on the low eastern hill, and the reason 

there was a city there was because that’s where . . .” 

Ed: “The water was.” 

Marian: “2,000 points for Ed. This is the time you can get your points, 

because we’re recapping on everything. And we’ll see who does the best. So that’s 

where the water was.  
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“What David does next is what is going to change history. What David does 

next is to bring into Jerusalem an item that had been left on the side of the hill for 

two hundred years, and yet was the most sacred item of the Jewish people. We’re 

talking about...” 

Pilgrims: “The Ark of the Covenant.” 

Marian: “Once that is in the city, everything changes. And when you read 

about the ark – however you read about it – it always leaves you with the fact that 

this is the seat of God’s spirit. Now, a lot of people think, ‘in the Jewish religion, 

they just have God, and they don’t believe in the spirit.’ And I just want to correct 

that right now. In the Jewish religion, it is very clear to the Jewish people that 

there is God, and there is the Spirit of God. Because in the story of the creation, it 

says the Spirit of God is on the waters. There is never a superfluous word in the 

Bible. If it says Spirit of God, it means Spirit of God. So in the Jewish religion, we 

have God, and we have Spirit of God. 

“And when we’re talking about the ark, we have the Spirit of God that comes 

down to rest to be with the people. Solomon will build the first temple. Now we 

know he’ll build it on the highest part of the hill. Now I hope things are really 
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coming together, because that first temple will stand on top of the hill, which we 

use today as a beautiful little round hill, and right on top was the temple. And we 

call that area Temple Mount. But when you look, you don’t see a mountain 

anywhere. Because, after the second temple had been rebuilt – exactly the same 

size as the first temple – Herod could not change the size, he could only change the 

area around. This is coming into place now. 

“So what you can see here – where the sun is not shining, the shadow side – 

is the eastern wall. Where the sun is shining is the southern wall. And then on the 

other side of the eastern wall is the western wall, and you know it as . . .” 

Pilgrims: “The Wailing Wall.” 

Paul: “Kotel, in Hebrew.” 

Marian: “And that is what we try to clear up today – that we pray over there 

– cause you could say in many ways that the eastern side is very sacred. Cause the 

eastern side is between the Mount of Olives and the temple. So you would think 

that people would want to pray there. But they want to be where the Spirit of God 

is. And the Spirit of God is in the Holy of Holies, and the Holy of Holies is the back 

of the temple. So – you remember – Uval was explaining, there are three courts: 

the first court, not so sacred; the middle court; and then the sacred court is the 

Holy of Holies. So now we know that everybody wants to be on the other side – on 

the western side – and praying to the back of the temple.  
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“We can also see from here the doors that go into the Temple Mount. This 

will lead you through the 70 meter long tunnel, and you’ll come out on top. 

Remember, we actually photographed that staircase where people were coming 

out. Today, in one moment, we’ll see there’s a place on top there. What’s really 

good from here is we can see how dominant those four towers are above the temple 

– of the Antonia Fortress. 

“Now, from there we’re going to have to stand up, and I’ll talk about the 

temple, and I’ll walk around. There’s no shade, so I’m going to do it quite quickly, 

and then you can come back up – after we see the Dead Sea scrolls – to make 

photographs. So don’t worry if you don’t get the angle you need right now. You’ll 

have free time to stand in front of the model and make photos.  
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“Now, in front of the door is where the sacrifice was carried out. The sacrifice 

was in the courtyard – not in the temple. So, if you’re standing on the Mount of 

Olives, you can actually see the sacrifice going on in the temple. That’s why there 

was always a connection between the Mount of Olives and the temple. And the 

Mount of Olives always was sacred. From where I’m standing, you can see three 

doors to this side of the temple – that’s the way to bring your sacrifice. And the 

priests are on the other side taking the sacrifice from you. You don’t get to take 

any part in that. And I have to tell you, it’s really good if you’re a priest – you get 

to eat part of the sacrifice, and you get the money – it’s a really lucrative business. 

(laughter) Which is why there would later be a problem. 

“In this model you have the porticos over there (pointing), and you would 

come out – you see two, it looks like, you know, when you go to the theater and 

there’s someone prompting under the stage and his head is out and he tells the 

actors what they’re supposed to be saying – so those two little things that look like 

that, and that’s where people would be coming out on to Temple Mount. 

“But most impressive now is Antonia Fortress – four towers, and in the 

middle it’s empty. You remember, the stones that I showed you – this is the 
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Herodian Antonia Fortress, later used by Pontius Pilate and the governors – so 

this is where the judgment was. And I tried to put the case that it would be here – 

and not the fortress that we’re going to see on the other side, where you see the 

towers from here. Notice that from the fortress goes the wall. And here you have 

the Pools of Beth-Hesda (Bethesda). The five porticos. See? One, two, three, four, 

five. So, one wall over there, one wall over here – but three separate walls, because 

you have one in the middle. 

“Now, this wall is supposition – we don’t know if it exists. The houses here 

are supposition. This part from the second wall to here is supposition. Small parts 

of this wall were found – we don’t know if the wall was completed – but this is 

mostly supposition. And when I stopped first to show you the rocky area there – 

see, opposite me here, it’s like rocky – that will be the area of the Garden Tomb. 

(response, ‘Oh’) 

“Now, I want to show you where the Catholics think the site was. When we 

were in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher – this rock, see? A little hill-type (red) 

rock? That’s where today the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is standing (outside 

the wall of the second temple). (response, ‘Oh’)  

 
“So this is a model of the second temple Jerusalem. We don’t have the walls 

that we have today. But if we had the walls that we have today, they would be 

running somewhere just next to where you have the Garden Tomb, along there in 
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a straight line, and then from here straight down to the Jaffa Gate. This is all 

supposition – they don’t know. [walk to next area of the model] 

“This is the Jaffa Gate. About 2,000 years ago, there would have been here a 

fortress palace built by King Herod. We found it. It’s there in the excavations. 

Starting with the three towers – remember when we were leaving by the Jaffa 

Gate, I showed you Herodian stones, and I showed you the glasic (sloped) wall – 

you don’t remember. Lost. (laughter) 

Ellen: “When was that?” 

Marian: “Yesterday.” 

Pilgrims: “We’re having a senior moment.” (laughter) 

Marian: “But anyway, so we know these two fortresses. And you build your 

city – you connect your fortresses with walls. This is not a triumphal arch, it’s a 

fortress. So the fortress is there to defend the city. Therefore, it’s connected to a 

wall. So, from this fortress to the Antonia fortress was a wall. And that’s the second 

wall. Do you see it there in the city? That is not supposition. That is known. What 

we don’t know is about the third wall. So it’s only this wall that we’re taking as a 

supposition – that we don’t know. We’ve done it according to topography – that’s 

all. They just said, that’s more or less the highline that would have been chosen. 

“So this is where Herod had his second palace. And some people are trying 

to say that this is where the judgment and the trial was – it’s mostly just academic 

discussion, and there’s no way that you’re going to have your Roman governor 

here when he’s needed he’s needed to see what’s going on in the temple. We talked 

about that.  



  

 

 

“So this is the high western hill. Now, just here, we’re coming to the area that 

was Mount Zion. [walk to Mount Zion area] It was outside the city when the walls 

were built 400 years ago. Right? So this is Mount Zion in a straight line. This is 
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left out. And you see here this very interesting pyramid thing – it was put in just 

because today we have there the Tomb of David. And so, the man making the 

model knew there would be some kind of monument, and he put that in. That is 

supposition – that is not something we know definitely. That’s roughly the area of 

the Tomb of David today. Above that you find a room called the . . .” 

Paul: “Upper Room.” 

Marian: “Upper room – 2,000 points to Paul. The room of the Last Supper. 

[walk further around the model] 

“You can see two hills. Finally, you can see the low eastern hill – with the wall 

here, the first wall, the City of David – and you can see the valley which has these 

bridges going across. Yes? (response, ‘yeh’) And now, the original source of water 

from the time of David was on the Kidron Valley side. But the Kidron Valley side 

water flows out into the Kidron Valley, which means if the city is going to be 

surrounded and besieged, the water is going to the enemy. So, 200 years after 

David, King Hezekiah decides to build a tunnel in the rock under the City of David 

to take the water from one side to the other. He’s going to send the water – in 

Hebrew that’s ‘Shiloah’ – it’s mispronounced as Siloam in English. 

[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siloam] And just here – the square pool that you can 

see – is the Pool of Siloam.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pool_of_Siloam 

“Now, recent excavation – we know that from there is the same staircase that 

I showed you goes into Temple Mount. You remember the monumental steps – one 

long, one short – it starts at the Pool of Siloam down here. Now, in our excavations, 

you can go through the steps from the Pool of Siloam up to Temple Mount. Just as 

they did 2,000 years ago.” 

Ginger: “Where is the dungeon that we were at?” 

Marian: “House of Caiaphas. House of Caiaphas – high western hill – more 

or less where you see they put the theater – which is wrong. But we don’t know if 

there was a theater, or where it was. But you see the houses there are extremely 

large, with the red roofs. See how different they are from the poor people’s houses 

down here. Up there were the priests. We found their homes. We’ve excavated 

them. That’s the area in the Jewish Quarter. House of Caiaphas is outside the city 

on the slope, roughly where you see the theater. So from there would be a staircase; 

it would have taken you down towards the City of David, and then into the Kidron 

Valley. Clear?  
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“So, City of David, low eastern hill, the valley known as Tyropoeon, and high 

western hill. From here you can see the bridge – you remember the bridge that 

people go from the high western hill to the low eastern hill? And those who were 

with me, I stood on the actual Herodian stones were people would go in – I showed 

you all that cement closing in the gate. I’m sure Uval showed the other group as 

well. Well, that’s the second bridge you can see. Josephus says, ‘one bridge.’ When 

the first model was made, because we had Robinson’s Arch, they made two 

bridges. And they said Josephus doesn’t know what is happening. But later we 

discovered it wasn’t a bridge – it was the staircase that brought you out of the 

temple and into the valley. And so they corrected it, and now you can see 

Robinson’s Arch as it’s completed, coming down into the valley, and that would 

be where the road was, where we saw the rock fall – where the road of Jesus was. 

“So by now we should know that Jerusalem is a city on two hills. But the most 

amazing thing about these two hills is how the religious importance moves from 

one to the other and back again. So, it starts with the temple, it moves over to 

where the church is built on the site of the crucifixion – then the western hill during 

Christianity is more important – then come the Muslims and build the mosque, 

and this hill becomes again the center. So these two hills are really showing us 

what’s going on in the world. It’s amazing. Those two hills are much more than 

two hills. You have Judaism, Christianity, and the Muslim religion – and what 

goes on between them in the city, is what goes on between them in the world. ‘And 

the Word of the Lord shall go forth from Zion.’ (Isaiah 2:3) That is Zion (pointing 

to the city and the temple).” 

Pilgrim: “Amazing.” 

At the Shrine of the Book http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrine_of_the_Book  



 
 

The building houses replicas of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The shrine is built as a white 

dome, covering a structure placed two-thirds below the ground, that is reflected 

in a pool of water that surrounds it. The white-domed exterior resembles the lid of 

one of the earthenware jars in which the scrolls were hidden Qumran. Across from 

the white dome is a black basalt wall. The colors and shapes of the building are 

based on the imagery of the Scroll of the War of the Sons of Light Against the Sons 

of Darkness; the white dome symbolizes the Sons of Light and the black wall 

symbolizes the Sons of Darkness. 

Marian: “I tried to give you a few options, which are pretty disturbing, 

because there was this lovely idea – there was this sect called the Essenes, and they 

went out, and they lived in the desert, and they lived this pure life, they wrote their 

scrolls, and they bathed in water, and they eventually became a monastic life. They 

really suited everything we would want to know, but it doesn’t suit what was found 

in the excavations. And what was found in the excavations were all these pools, 

where what they were getting was the silt, and then all the furnaces for pottery – 

which originally the idea was that the monks in Qumran were making the jars for 

the scrolls – we really have to move away from that. But, you know, it’s open for 

discussion. I’m just giving you these options to see where things are going. 

“The next problem is that there need not necessarily be a connection between 

the caves and Qumran. There need not necessarily be, because though we know 

that the scrolls were written from anywhere between 2nd century BC to maybe a 

little bit before. Most people today don’t think that any of those scrolls are after 

the time of Yoshua. Most people will say those scrolls stopped being written in the 
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year 165 BC. Most scholars will say that today. So what we have to ask is: What 

happened in the year 165 BC? 

“First of all, I’ll take you to the year 175 BC. OK? I said I would do this as 

simply as possible so it doesn’t hurt. The year 175 BC – something amazing 

happens in this country – not for the best. Not amazing in the sense of something 

good. And what happens is: the country is now going to be ruled by an empire 

known as the Seleucids. You remember Alexander the Great, who conquers all 

this area? (response, ‘yes’) And then he goes and dies. He does all that conquest – 

and dies. And so his empire is divided between his generals. One of them, Ptolemy, 

is ruling from Egypt; and one of them, Seleucid, is ruling from Syria. And at first, 

we are ruled in this area by the Ptolemies, and they actually were very nice and 

they let us make translations of the Bible into Greek, and everything. It was quite 

nice. And then one day, in the year 175, the Seleucids take over and they decide 

that they want all the empire to follow one calendar. Oh, oh. 

“Do you know how important calendars are? Major. You couldn’t do 

anything in America if everybody had a different day for Sunday. You need 

Sunday – we stop work – or Saturday we stop. You need to have everybody 

following the same calendar. So it’s actually quite logical when Antiochus would 

say, ‘You’ve all got to have the same calendar, and my calendar is lunar.’ It’s lunar 

– it goes according to the moon. 

“Now, this sect had a completely different calendar. The first thing you’re 

going to see, when you go in, on the right hand side, is the calendar that this sect 

went by. It was a solar calendar. It followed 364 days. It was brought to the sect 

by Enoch, and we mentioned that when we were in the Dead Sea. And then we 

asked, ‘how many years?’ And Paul said, ‘Enoch – 365.’ So we know that they 

knew that there is a 365 day calendar; they just weren’t following it. They had a 

very neat calendar where every day was always the same day of the week – 

Wednesday was always on a certain day of the week in the month; things would 

always follow a pattern. 91 days for each of the four periods. So everything was 

very neat. Saturday would always fall on the same part of the month. The creation 

would always be celebrated on the same part of the month. And the Day of 

Atonement would always be celebrated on the same part of the month. These 

people were going through a solar calendar. 

“Now, do you remember we said the scrolls were written as sacred. There’s 

nothing there that’s like a private letter. So I said, in example, Bar Kochba had 

written private letters. We found those. These are not letters. These are sacred 

scriptures. Everything there is a scripture. Everything there is sacred. There is 

nothing there – in the 930 texts – that is not scripture for these people. Out of that 



930, 230 don’t get into the Jewish canon. This is a Jewish sect writing these scrolls 

– we have them. All the stories of creation; we have the flood; we have everything. 

But they are not the same as what we have in the Bible. 

“To give you one small instance: in the Bible we have absolutely no date for 

the sacrifice of Isaac; in the scrolls – they give the story of the sacrifice of Isaac – 

they say, ‘Abraham left his home on the 12th day of the 1st month, that’s the 12th 

day in spring, and he walks for three days.’ That’s the 12th, 13th, and 14th. 14th 

of spring is one of the most important festivals in the Jewish religion today – 

Passover. We left on full moon, the 14th is full moon. Your moon begins – in a 

lunar calendar – at the beginning, the 14th is full moon and the 15th is full moon, 

and then it begins to go down on the other side. So we left at full moon. 

“However, this story is telling us that at full moon is the sacrifice – that didn’t 

take place – of Isaac. Now, we shouldn’t be making the connection between those 

two, because in our Bible there’s nothing to do with dates. OK? I don’t want to 

make it too complicated for you. I just want you to see what’s in these scrolls. In 

these scrolls we have the story of the sacrifice, but we have a date. So for these 

people, the calendar and the dates are of major importance. 

“Now, in 175 BC, the Seleucids take over, and they say, ‘We want a lunar 

calendar.’ And the high priest says: ‘Sorry, we have a solar calendar, and we’re 

not changing.’ And Antiochus said: ‘Well, you won’t be high priest any longer.’ 

And he removed the high priest and put in someone else. And the new high priest, 

obviously, was going to do what Antiochus wanted. So, from that moment 

onwards, a tragedy for the house of Zadok. Do you remember, in Scripture, who 

David chooses to be priest? He chooses the house of Zadok, and even when they go 

into exile and come back, the house of Zadok come back. When they come back 

from exile, Zadok is going to be the leader of the people. There’s no more kings. 

Only Zadok.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zadok 

“Now, in 175 BC, when the Seleucids take over, they’re still considered 

Greek. It’s against them that the Hasmoneans rise. The Hasmoneans kick out the 

Seleucids in the year 165 BC. And then guess what they do? They take over the 

priesthood. They are not from the house of Zadok. They take over the priesthood. 

So what do the priests do? They probably go to the desert. Everything that’s 

written in these scrolls – everything goes towards the fact that these are the 

Scriptures written by the house of Zadok, who were priests from the time of David. 

For instance, when they made the first translation, they translated the name Zadok 

as ‘righteous,’ because in Hebrew every word has three letters. And this is a three 



letter word that you can translate in two ways: it can be ‘tz-d-k,’ (tzadok) which 

means righteous, or Zadok, which is a name. We don’t have vowels. 

“So, because they were all wound up with this idea of Yoshua being part of 

the baptism, and John the Baptist – and everything – they called Zadok, the priest, 

‘the righteous teacher.’ Does anybody remember that name?” 

Paul: “Yeh, Teacher of Righteousness.” 

Marian: “Teacher of Righteousness. The leader of the sect was said to be the 

teacher of righteousness. But actually, it just meant ‘of the family of Zadok.’ 

“So, today the direction that we are going in is that these were scrolls used 

before the priesthood was taken from the hands of the family of Zadok. And it 

turns out that they had a solar calendar. That’s where it stands today. 

“But, 230 of the books are in our Bible; 700 are not. What was wrong with 

those 700? Why don’t we have the book of Enoch? Why was it forbidden to read 

these books? Because these books all had a solar calendar. So, when they excavated 

thousands and thousands of pieces of scrolls – all the books of the Bible are there, 

except for one. Esther. The book of Esther gives us a lunar calendar. They don’t 

want that. They’re going solar. They would not accept that story. Esther does not 

get in. So for this sect, anything lunar is out. 

“Let me end with that. I know I made it a bit too complicated. I didn’t know 

how to make it any simpler. It is a complicated subject. 

And now, you’re going to have free time, which means you can go around 

and also have time for lunch. We’ll go into the scrolls area. It’s twelve o’clock now. 

So, we’ll meet at the bus at one o’clock.” 

[We go out to the overlook to see the model of Jerusalem, again. Then we go 

downstairs to the cafeteria.] 

Scrolls in the Shrine of the Book (museum) 

[Marian introduces us to the Shrine of the Book, then lets us go on our own.] 

Marian: “You can see how this area inside was made to look like caves, 

because the scrolls were found in caves. So you can see how even the door is made 

in the shape of a scroll. The cave-room has a lot of explanation about the sect, but 

also – very important – don’t miss the first window on the right that talks about 



the calendar. As you go through, you come to the main room, where originally the 

first seven scrolls were kept, and that is in the shape of the Torah that we read 

today. You know, that when we read our Bible today in synagogue, it’s still written 

on a scroll. And it’s a scroll that you roll out on one side and roll up on the other. 

So as you’re reading, you’re getting through it. So it’s shaped like a scroll. 

“The only thing that’s not original is the Isaiah scroll – 66 chapters – it’s a 

photocopy. But you can see how clear the words are. Everything has explanations. 

Thank God. So you’re free to look around. Enjoy.” 

John: “Where is the original scroll?” 

Marian: “In the vaults.” 

[Marian goes to the cafeteria, and we explore on our own.] 

[I read selections of the exhibits inside the Shrine of the Book, so Stan can see 

and hear what’s there.] 

Paul: “Here is the calendar area. “They shall be neither early nor late for any 

of their appointed times” (Community Rule I, 14–15) The sectarian calendar was 

based on the heavenly course of the sun and consisted of 364 days.” 

Stan: “Take a picture.” 

Paul: “You can’t take pictures inside the museum. Here it talks about 

Qumran.  

Qumran is situated at the northwest corner of the Dead Sea, some 40 km east of 

Jerusalem.  

“On the west side of the Dead Sea, but out of range of the noxious exhalations of 

the coast, is the solitary tribe of the Essenes.” (Pliny the Elder, Historia Naturalis 

V, 17, 4) Here’s one about the celibates, the people who practiced abstinence: 

““They shun pleasures as a vice and regard temperance and the control of the 

passions as a special virtue” (Josephus, Jewish War II, viii, 2)  

Here’s one about living in the desert:   

“And when these become members of the Community in Israel according to all 

these rules, they shall separate from the habitation of unjust men and shall go into 

the wilderness to prepare there the way of Him [= of God]” (Community Rule 

VIII, 13)   

And this next one is about farmers and shepherds:  

“They are then dismissed by their superiors to the various crafts in which they are 



severally proficient and are strenuously employed until the fifth hour.” (Josephus, 

Jewish War II, viii, 5) 

The Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria, in his description of the Essenes, 

wrote, “Some of them are farmers, proficient in sowing and growing plants; some 

of them are shepherds, who rear various animals; and some of them deal with 

swarms of bees” (Philo, Apologia pro Iudaeis XI). Indeed, in the vicinity of Ein 

Feshkha, about 3 km south of Khirbet Qumran, remains have been found of a 

building and installations that may have belonged to a farm where date palms were 

cultivated. 

Here’s their communal prayer:  

“Before the sun is up they utter no word on mundane matters, but offer to him [= 

the sun] certain prayers, which have been handed down from their forefathers, as 

though entreating him to rise” (Josephus, Jewish War II, viii, 5) Daily activities at 

Qumran began and ended with prayers and benedictions. Community Rule (IX, 

5): “And prayer rightly offered shall be as an acceptable fragrance of 

righteousness, and perfection of way as a delectable free-will offering.” 

Then they have ritual immersion and purity – remember, we saw the ritual 

baths at Qumran.   

Josephus writes: “They again assemble in one place and, after girding their loins 

with linen cloths, bathe their bodies in cold water.” (Josephus, Jewish War II, viii, 

5) As noon approached, the members of the Community stopped working to purify 

themselves through immersion in ritual baths (miqva’ot), a necessary condition 

for participation in the communal meal. They saw in this act, carried out mainly 

in the ritual baths near the refectory, a symbol of spiritual purity above and 

beyond its physical significance. 

Here’s a section on their Evening services and Sabbaths:  

“And the Congregation shall watch in community for a third of every night of the 

year, to read the Book and to study the Law and to bless together” (Community 

Rule VI, 5–6).   

“They are stricter than all Jews in abstaining from work on the seventh day” 

(Josephus, Jewish War II, viii, 9). 

Here they talk about studying and writing:   

“They display an interest in the writings of the ancients, singling out particularly 

those who make for the welfare of body and soul. This is from Josephus, Jewish 

War II, viii, 6. 

Stan: “These books are good.” 



Paul: “That’s the book I bought you by Josephus a year ago, but you were 

already at that time starting to lose your ability to read hard stuff.” 

Stan: “But I still have it, don’t I?” 

Paul: “Yes, if you can still find it.” 

Stan: “Maybe we can find some time to get together and go through it with 

me.” 

Paul: “And this is a biblical scroll. And further down here is about the 

Apocrypha with a quote from Ecclesiastes 12:12 – “But beyond this, my son, be 

warned: the making of books is without limit.” And it has a nice display here of 

some of the scrolls they found.” 

Stan: “If you find time, we can get together, and you can go through with me 

on that one.” 

Paul: “And this one has to do with sectarian scrolls, and it says, “There are 

some among them who profess to foretell the future and seldom, if ever, do they 

err in their predictions.” Josephus writes in Jewish War II, viii, 12. 

Stan: “Seldom, huh?” 

Paul: “In other words, their predictions come true.” 

Stan: “Yeh.” 

Paul: “And this one is Community Rule, their code is to form into bands and 

clubs of comradeship, with common meals, and never cease to conduct all their 

affairs to serve the general good.” Philo writes in Apologia pro Iudaeis, XI, 5. 

Community Rule was something that they obeyed together.” 

Stan: “A community. Outside the community people are different.” 

Paul: “Yeh. There’s the Temple Scroll you can see here. It says: “They shall 

not profane the city where I abide, for I, the Lord (YHWH), abide amongst the 

children of Israel forever and ever.” Temple Scroll XLV. 13-14. It’s written in the 

style of the book of Deuteronomy – God speaking in the first person. 

“And this next one has prayers, thanksgiving and psalms: “before a meal a 

priest says grace, and when the meal is ended he pronounces a further grace.” 



Josephus, Jewish War II, viii, 5. So they have thanksgiving hymns, songs they 

would sing together, give thanks to the Lord. 

“And this one right here is the war of the Sons of Light and the Sons of 

Darkness: “This is the day appointed by him for the defeat and overthrow of the 

prince of (the kingdom of) wickedness.” War of the Sons of Light and Sons of 

Darkness (War Scroll), 17:5-6. You know, the Sons of Light are the good guys, and 

the Sons of Darkness are the bad guys. 

“Let’s go up here to see the actual scrolls, which are taken from the Book of 

Isaiah. And you can see how small the letters are.” 

Stan: “Wow. The only way you can read it is to enlarge it.” 

Paul: “And you read the Hebrew from right to left.” 

Stan: “Right to left instead of left to right?” 

Paul: “Exactly.” 

[I make a notation in my book about an exhibit: “Wandering Bible: Aleppo 

Codex” something that looks intriguing, and something I think I’ll check when I 

get home.]   

http://aleppocodex.org/ The Aleppo Codex (oldest and most complete Hebrew 

Bible) 

http://www.english.imjnet.org.il/htmls/page_1358.aspx?c0=14788&bsp=14389 

(Aleppo Codex) 

[We finish our tour of the Shrine of the Book, and go to the cafeteria for a 

small snack. Afterwards, we depart for the bus.] 

On the bus to Yad HaShem (Holocaust Museum) 

[driving past Hebrew University of Jerusalem]   

http://www.huji.ac.il/huji/eng/  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_University_of_Jerusalem 

Marian: “We have a Hebrew dictionary, which gives you the explanation of 

each word; and in the Hebrew dictionary, it says a genius is an average student 

with an Israeli mother. (laughter) 



“Now, for many years, the university was the only one in Jerusalem. What 

happened here in 1925, the Hebrew University was opened on Mount Scopus, 

which is a continuation of the Mount of Olives. It was opened in 1925 with the 

opening speech given by Albert Einstein on the theory of relativity. (response, 

‘wow’) Nice opening. But then in 1948, the war of independence – that was on the 

eastern side of the city – and so we were unable to use the university. And we built 

another one here (west of the Knesset and the Israel Museum). In 1967, when the 

whole of Jerusalem was united, we were able to reopen the university on Mount 

Scopus, so now we actually have two universities in Jerusalem: Mount Scopus has 

the humanities, and down here the sciences – so biology and sciences down here, 

and history and social studies up there on Mount Scopus. 

“We also have in Jerusalem two Hadassah hospitals for the same reason – 

the Hadassah hospital started as a woman’s organization, and I stress that, of 

course. It was started by a group of women who came here in 1909, and they found 

there was no nurse care, or hospital care, and they went back to America and got 

together. They decided to raise money for nurses, for hospitals, and they were 

doing that in the middle of our festival of Purim, which is a festival where Esther 

saves her people. And so they gave themselves the name of Esther in Hebrew, 

which is Hadassah. So the organization is named after Queen Esther, and Esther 

saves her people. They wanted to save the Jewish people that were here and didn’t 

have hospital care. And today the Hadassah hospital is world famous. I’m sure 

most of you have heard the name, at least. And just so it’s clear, Hadassah serves 

not just Israel, but all the countries around. The big, and very rich, Arab people 

come here for surgery. It’s all very close and easy for them to get here. And the 

hospitals are open for them, also.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purim http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esther  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadassah_Medical_Center  

http://pauljwigowsky.multiply.com/photos/album/14/ISRAEL_2007#photo=534  

[Hadassah Hebrew University Medical Center A splendid cycle of 12 stained-glass 

windows decorates the synagogue at the Hadassah Hospital. The windows were 

created in 1960-61 by the Russian-Jewish artist Marc Chagall. Each of the 

windows represents one of the 12 tribes of Israel (Genesis 49).]  

See Addendum (at end of chapter) 

“On the left hand side – one of the nice ways to build in Jerusalem is what is 

called ‘the habitat.’ You see the roof of one house is the floor of the one above it. 

And that was the major way that they wanted to build in the mountain. But that 

only began in the mid-1980s, so the houses above are much older. You see they 

don’t really suit the mountainside. So, when we talk about building in Jerusalem, 

they didn’t try to take into account that we’re on the mountain – skyscrapers really 



do destroy the beautiful rounded mountains. And they do try to solve that problem 

with this lovely system of not having high-rise, and it works for most of the time. 

“When we come to the top of this road, we come to an enormous boulevard 

– you know, I exaggerate; when I say enormous, I mean enormous by Israeli 

standards – a large boulevard. It’s called Herzl Boulevard (Sderot Herzl - Herzl 

Boulevard - also known as Tzir Herzl (Herzl Axis), the major north-south route - 

386 - on the west side of the city). It’s named after Theodore Herzl, a man who 

said, ‘there must be a state for the Jewish people, and it must be their ancient 

homeland.’ And he said that in the 1890s, long before the State of Israel was 

founded. His idea was later called, ‘Zionism’ – on the name of Jerusalem. The 

word Zion came to be synonymous with the whole country. What he saw in the 

1890s in Europe was the Jewish people suffering for ridiculous reasons, and he 

said, ‘Get up and go.’ And a lot of people got up – but they went to America. 

“And when two million people were allowed – you know, in the 1880s (should 

be 1860s) the Jewish people under the Russian czars for the first time received 

citizenship; before that they were serfs. They were servants of whoever was the 

landowner. And they couldn’t go from one area of land to another. And in the 

1880s (should be 1860s), Alexander the second gave them freedom. He’s the one 

who was shot – he was the best czar they ever had, and they shot him. And then 

they got Alexander the third. Anyway, he’d already freed everybody, and that’s 

when everybody got up and started moving – two million Russian Jewish people 

got up and went to America. And only 40,000 came to this country.” 

[Stan’s remark: “Must have been when my family got out.” Time-overlap, 

1940s] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_II_of_Russia  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_reform_of_1861 

“And I say that because we’re on our way to Yad HaShem – it’s the memorial 

and monument to six million Jewish people who were killed just because they were 

Jewish. It’s also an archives – it’s not just a monument – it has archives. And I 

read one of the archives of an SS soldier, who was in training to shoot the Jewish 

people, and he wrote a letter to his wife. In the letter he said: ‘When they brought 

the first Jewish person to be shot’ – in the training program you actually shot live 

people as part of your training, so they would bring a Jewish person and make 

him stand with his back to the person shooting, and you have to shoot him in the 

neck, that was your practice target. And he said: ‘When the first one came in, my 

hands were shaking, but by the tenth, eleventh, I was used to it. Now it’s easy for 



me.’ That was in his letter. So it also has archives which are quite shattering when 

you read them. 

“By the way, here on the right hand side, is the military museum. In Israel, 

every city has one museum for the military, and one museum civilian. So if you 

died during your army service, you’re buried in the military cemetery. And, just 

ahead – not the military cemetery – is where Theodore Herzl, the founder of the 

Zionist movement, is buried. And around his tomb are the leaders of the country, 

the leaders of the Zionist movement in the early periods – end of 19th and 

beginning of the 20th century – and also all the leaders of the country today. So 

when Yitzhak Rabin was shot in 1984 (should be 1995), he was buried here, with 

his wife alongside him. Mount Herzl – on the right – named after Theodore Herzl.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Herzl  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Itzhak_Rabin 

“Now, this whole mountain – starting from the cemetery to Yad VaShem – is 

called ‘The Mount of Remembrance (Har HaZikaron).’ So we have the military 

cemetery, Mount Herzl, and then we have Yad VaShem itself. 

“What we do at Yad Vashem is I go with you, and I give an explanation of 

what there is, and then I give you free time to go through the museum. [arrive at 

museum]  

Yad Vashem, meaning "a name and a place" (from Isaiah 56:5).  

The museum is a monument to perpetuate the memory of the more than six million 

who died in the Holocaust.   

http://pauljwigowsky.multiply.com/photos/album/14/ISRAEL_2007_#photo=524  



 
 

Entrance to Yad Vashem has an inscription: "I will put my breath into you and 

you shall live again, and I will set you upon your own soil." (Ezekiel 37:14)  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yad_Vashem 

“I don’t think anybody can explain what happened in Europe during the 

second world war. And I’m not even going to try. What I’m going to show you, 

though, is that it could have been different. And this Avenue of Trees is your first 

example of how it could have been different. Every single tree you see here – the 

whole avenue – goes on and on - there are thousands of these trees - is planted by 

a non-Jewish person, who on pain of his life, saved families or hundreds or 

sometimes thousands of Jewish people. And if he or she would have been caught, 

he would have been killed. There’s enough here to see that it could have been 

different. 

“I give you another example: Denmark had 8,000 Jewish people. 7,200 get 

out – they leave. 800 don’t because they don’t want to leave their homes. What the 

Danish did was – they got together all the fishing vessels, and north of Copenhagen 

(not Copenhagen-Malmo because the Germans were watching that) – north of 

Copenhagen, at night, they would take families as many as possible over to 

Sweden, which was meant to be neutral. And then the Jewish people were 

dispersed to safe areas. 7,200 get out alive. And not only do they get out alive – 

when the Danish king was told the Jewish people had to put on a star, the Danish 

king put on the yellow star. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour/israel322.jpg


“Just one example – the woman, I wanted to stand by her tree with you to tell 

her story. Her name is Irena Sendler. If you haven’t heard it, you can google it. 

It’s a true story. She was actually a nurse, but when the war broke out, and she 

realized they were putting the Jewish people in the ghettos and killing them, she 

pretended to be a plumber. She had a big truck, and in the truck she put a large 

bag. She also trained her dog to bark anytime an SS officer came close to her van. 

What she did was, she went into the ghettos, and her big bag of tools didn’t have 

any tools in it – that was for hiding children. She managed to save 2,500 children. 

“I just remind you that every person you save is a whole world. That person 

is going to grow up and have children, those children are going to have children, 

those children – it’s a whole world. She saved 2,500 worlds. So, it’s just an example 

of how it could have been different, but sadly, it wasn’t different enough.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irena_Sendler  

 

“And amongst the six million is one-and-a-half million children. And, I think, 

if we don’t do anything else, it would be fitting to at least pay to children from 

almost a few months old to a few years old who were killed for absolutely no crime 

at all. From the children’s memorial, we’ll come back down, and we’ll come to the 

main museum. And then I’ll give you free time. So the idea was that you’ll have at 

least an hour to go through the museum, which is why we give about two hours 

here. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/tour2/israel320a.jpg


“But, you know, you’re free agents. Anytime you get tired, you can just make 

your way to this building, to the cafeteria. As long as you’re back in the bus by 

3:15 pm.” 

Tony: “Let me say something.” 

Marian: “Yes, my dear.” 

Tony: “If you’ve ever been in the military – even civilians – we had the 

opportunity, my wife and I, to go to Poland. Two of the largest death camps were 

at Auschwitz and Birkenau. If you ever have the chance – it’s a memorial to the 

Jews, but it’s a sad place to be. Also, when I was stationed in Germany, Dachau 

was another place. And speaking of the soldier taking target practice with a gun – 

they would dig their graves, then the officer would stand behind the Jews and shoot 

them, and they’d fall into the graves. It was sad, really sad.”   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auschwitz_concentration_camp 

Marian: “It gets even sadder – I was going to leave that for when we get to 

the museum, but we’re already on to it. When they realized that shooting was 

taking too long, that’s when they came to the idea of the gas chambers. And the 

idea was drawn up by a man called Adolf Eichmann. 

“Now, the thing about the Germans is – they didn’t think they were doing 

anything wrong. Because if they thought they were doing something wrong, they 

wouldn’t have written everything down. We have a document called the ‘Wannsee 

Conference’ – this is the suburb of Berlin, they’re sitting together, and they’re 

deciding how to speed up the elimination of the Jewish people. Shooting is taking 

too long, what can we do? Gas chambers. It’s all there in the Wannsee Conference 

document.” 

Tony: “One thing they did do – they advanced medical science 10 to 15 years 

by the experiments they performed on the Jewish people. They would take a hose, 

and they’d stick the hose in the mouth and close all the orifices up, then they’d fill 

it and see how long it would take to burst. They’d put them in ice to see how long 

it would take to freeze them to death. The gassed them, they had ovens, they’d 

burn them. It was devastating to me.” 

Marian: “I think we come to a point where we can’t understand what’s going 

on. And so I just want to put it into perspective. And to show you how wrong people 

can go. It started like this: Darwin came up with a theory called ‘Natural 

Selection.’ And in this theory it was like a certain thing was going to happen, and 

only the fittest would survive. And what was less fit would fall by the way. And 



Hitler believed that he was continuing – but speeding up – the survival of the 

fittest. He actually would say that the Jewish people are a sub-human race. And 

he’s speeding up the Darwin thing. 

“What I want to do now is show you the Children’s Memorial, read Psalm 

102, and then bring you here to give you free time. But, thank you for sharing with 

us.” 

[walking to the Children’s Memorial. We stop at the entrance.]  

 

Marian: “. . . the American soldiers were like, these atrocities – just how 

could you believe what you were seeing. Nobody can forget Dwight Eisenhower’s 

famous saying, he said: ‘Take pictures of everything (and these are his words, not 

mine), because one day some son-of-a-bitch is going to say that this never 

happened.’ And they took pictures of everything. And the hardest thing to see in 

the museum is that raw footage of the American soldiers. And I had also an 

American soldier one day on a tour with me, and he told me a story that I sobbed 

for about a week afterwards, and I hope I’m not going to break down and do it 

again now. But, it’s just such a hard story. But it’s a beautiful story. 

“He was telling me how – he was Jewish, he was with the American army – 

there was a bakery in the village that they had just liberated. And there was a lot 

of bread in the bakery. And all the children who had survived were starving 

hungry. And he told the baker, ‘give the children bread.’ And the baker said, 

‘they’re Jewish children, I’m not going to give them anything.’ So he got out his 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/yadhashem2.jpg


gun, and he pointed it at this man and he said, ‘or you give them bread, or I kill 

you.’ And he gave all the children bread. Then he goes along the street, he’s 

walking away, you know, sort of trying to understand what had just happened. 

And a little boy comes along and tugs on his shirt. And he looks down – there’s 

this tiny little kid. The kid looks up to him and he said, ‘are you the Messiah?’ 

(laughter) 

Lady: “Aw, that was cute.” 

Ken: “That’s beautiful.”  

 

Marian: “Yes, it is, and it’s a true story. And it rips you through when you 

think of these people who had been praying for the Messiah, and this thing 

happens. So this is dedicated to the children. And inside – the first hall is just to 

give your eyes a chance to get you used to the dark. The actual memorial is the 

second room, and it’s done in candles – actually, just three candles, or five candles. 

And they are reflected – these candles are reflected into mirrors. And what you 

get is actually like thousands of little stars in the sky. So when you go through, 

once your eyes have gotten used to the dark, look up and it will look just like stars 

in the sky. Come, my dears.” 

Wilfred (looking at the broken pillars on the ground): “What do the broken 

pillars suggest.” 

Marian: “The broken pillars suggest that you didn’t fulfill your life.” 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/yadhashem3.jpg


[Walk into the Children’s Memorial and see -- a million and a half symbolical 

lights (stars) light up the night sky inside the Children's museum, reflecting the 

number of children killed]  

 

Marian: “This sculpture that we have behind us – in the middle you see an 

older person. His name is Janusz Korczak. He was an educator. He wrote books 

about the education of children. He was actually very famous. His theme was that 

children are people. In this period – 1920s and 1930s – children were treated like 

they should be – if seen at all – at least not heard. You certainly weren’t going to 

ask a child, ‘what would you like, my dear?’ No, you weren’t. They’re not relevant 

to what they liked or what they wanted. And he said, ‘you know, people are people, 

and they need to have full responsibilities.’ And apart from his education works, 

he was looking after the children in the Warsaw ghetto. 

“He had a large orphanage. The Germans said to him, ‘you are very famous, 

you’re world famous, you can go free.’ And he said, ‘no, I’m going to be with the 

children to the end.’ And when they took the children to the gas chamber, he went 

with them. You see that all the children have the same face. He treated everybody 

equally. Wilfred was just telling me a story where when they posted up the news 

about the gas chambers to these little towns where the gas chambers and 

concentration camps were, the people in the towns said, ‘oh, we knew nothing 

about it.’ 

“Very unlikely, because out of the funnels of the gas chambers would come 

ash – human ash that would fall everywhere. We have lots of reports about this 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/yadhashem4.jpg


human ash falling down on the city that was below.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janusz_Korczak 

“And that’s my introduction to Psalm 102, and whoever would like to read 

it.”  

Ed volunteers to read Psalm 102: (New International Version 1984)   

1 Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry for help come to you.   

2 Do not hide your face from me when I am in distress.   

Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly.   

3 For my days vanish like smoke; my bones burn like glowing embers.   

4 My heart is blighted and withered like grass; I forget to eat my food.   

5 Because of my loud groaning I am reduced to skin and bones.   

6 I am like a desert owl, like an owl among the ruins.   

7 I lie awake; I have become like a bird alone on a roof.   

8 All day long my enemies taunt me; those who rail against me use my name as a 

 curse.  

9 For I eat ashes as my food and mingle my drink with tears   

10 because of your great wrath, for you have taken me up and thrown me aside.   

11 My days are like the evening shadow; I wither away like grass.   

12 But you, O LORD, sit enthroned forever; your renown endures through all 

generations.  

13 You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her; 

 the appointed time has come.   

14 For her stones are dear to your servants; her very dust moves them to pity.   

15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere 

your glory.   

16 For the LORD will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory.  

17 He will respond to the prayer of the destitute; he will not despise their plea.  

18 Let this be written for a future generation, that a people not yet created may 

praise the LORD:   

19“The LORD looked down from his sanctuary on high, from heaven he viewed 

the earth,   

20 to hear the groans of the prisoners and release those condemned to death.”  

21 So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem  

22 when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD.  

23 In the course of my life he broke my strength; he cut short my days.  

24 So I said: “Do not take me away, O my God, in the midst of my days; your years 

go on through all generations.   

25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the 

work of your hands.   

26 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like 



clothing you will change them and they will be discarded.   

27 But you remain the same, and your years will never end.   

28 The children of your servants will live in your presence; their descendants will 

be established before you.” 

Marian: “I don’t think there’s a more relevant psalm that we could read. I 

hope you have a chance to read it over again and be amazed at the words in that 

psalm. It’s like telling you everything that is going to happen.   

“Let’s go to the museum.”  

[walk to the triangular building - The museum is one long corridor, carved 

into the mountain, with 10 exhibition halls, each dedicated to a different chapter 

of the Holocaust.]  

 

Stan and I watch videos, read some signs, and listen to the various 

cacophonous sounds coming from different exhibits. Stan is captivated by the 

images of Germany. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/yadhashem5.jpg


Stan: “I was too young at that time. It’s too hard to understand.” (Stan born 

April, 1941) 

One video captivates Stan:   

Paul: “It shows how the Germans developed this hate against the Jews.” 

Stan: “Yeh, they didn’t understand what they were doing.” 

Paul: “It shows racism. One race hates another race. Just like you might hate 

another religion. Same thing.” 

Stan: “Yeh. They were drilled by the higher ups.” 

Paul: “Exactly, it was propaganda. As a man thinks, so is he. They were 

taught to believe that.” 

Stan: “And the ones with guns, they didn’t know what was going on. They 

were told to do it, and they just did it.” 

Paul: “Yeh.” 

Stan: “Let’s see if we can buy one of these.” 

Paul: “This is a museum. It’s just to look at.” 

Stan: “Still, it’s Hitler. So they would give you some information.” 

Paul: “Just read it and look. If you want to buy something, you go to the gift 

shop.” 

Stan: “What’s a gift shop?” 

Paul: “There’s a gift shop – a store – to buy things.” 

Stan: “They probably wouldn’t have it.” 

Paul: “Yeh, they might.” 

Stan: “I think after Hitler died, America opened up the door for a lot of 

immigrants from Germany, to move them out of there.” 

Paul: “Yeh.” 



Stan: “That’s how we got out of there.” 

[watch another black and white film, with nationalistic music and marches] 

Stan: “I’m going to watch this other one. You can catch up with me.” 

Film (from archives) - Narrator: “Christianity cultivated a hatred of the 

Jews. They labeled the death of Jesus as a ‘Jew-icide.’ They accused the Jews of 

collectively responsible for the death of God. According to Christian tradition, it 

was Judas Iscariot who handed Jesus over to the Romans for blood money. And 

after that, throughout all of western history, Judas symbolized the Jewish traitor. 

According to the church, Jews had to be kept inferior and humiliated until they 

would accept the Christian truth. According to St. Augustine, ‘they are not the 

chosen people. Perhaps they’re people of the devil. Although the Jews deserve to 

be slayed, they should not be. Be firm. Scatter them completely, but do not slay 

them.’ 

“In the world of Christian legend, the Christian church (Ecclesia) is 

represented as a beautiful woman with open eyes, wearing a crown; in contrast, 

Judaism (Synagoga) is represented as a woman with her head bowed and her eyes 

covered, preventing her from seeing the true religion of Christianity. The negative 

image of the Jew and hatred of Jews continued to spread through the middle ages. 

The heretical Jew was accused of blood-letting Christian children for a ritual. It 

was a false charge. 

“The desire of the church to purge the Holy Land of infidels led to the 

Crusades. On their way, the Crusaders attacked the heretic Jews of Europe. Jews 

that refused to convert were massacred. The remnants of Jewish communities 

were forced to live apart and isolated, and were segregated and assigned to live in 

ghettos. Jews were not allowed to join the pilgrims to the Holy Land. Jews were 

forced into professions that were forbidden to Christians, like moneychangers. 

This eventually led to financial systems that would exploit society. 

“Constantly harassed, the Jews began to seek safe haven. Since they did not 

own land, the Jews were pushed to the money-lending professions, which led them 

to the financial centers of the large cities. Thus, they were constantly transient, 

creating the image of the Wandering Jew, rootless and treacherous. 

“The winds of modernism and secularism in Europe in the 18th century 

brought with them ideas of equality. The power of the church declined. In time the 

Jews were granted equal rights, emancipation, and social, economic, and political 

integration followed. However, a new anti-Semitism came. Modern anti-Semitism 



blamed the Jews for all economic crises and hardships, which led to attacks against 

the Jews, who were labeled as traitors to the nation. Afterwards, accusations 

against them were also political, for the anti-Semites believed that communistic 

systems and all democracies were under the thumb of Jewish capitalism. This 

contradictory accusation perceives the Jew as representing social revolution. The 

Jews were portrayed as destructive revolutionaries. They were accused of plotting 

against the nations of the world, and to take over. 

“The most widespread anti-Semitic propaganda was the document was ‘The 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion,’ a forgery in the early 20th century. It was accepted 

by people as factual, as written by an international council of Jewish leaders who 

conspired to destroy all of western culture. The Nationalist Socialist Party used 

the fraudulent document as a main component of their own ideology, which saw 

humanity as divided into superior and inferior races. The superior Aryan race 

embodied all the attributes of Hitler’s delusionary world: productivity, culture, 

beauty, health, a strong connection with nature, and mainly the ability to rule the 

world. For the Nazis, the Jews were an anti-race. 

“The protection of the Aryan race was the rallying call of the anti-Semites. 

According to the Nazis, the Jews were like pests and needed to be destroyed.” 

[There was more to the film, but Stan and I had had enough. It was an ugly 

picture, this anti-Semitism of both the Christian church and the Nazi fascists. 

‘When would it end?’ I wondered as we walked to the other exhibit areas and 

finally out into the fresh air of Jerusalem. The inscription at the entrance said it 

all for me: "I will put my breath into you and you shall live again, and I will set 

you upon your own soil." (Ezekiel 37:14) 

Yad HaShem – “I shall give them in my house and within my walls a 

memorial and a name.” Isaiah 56:5]   

In Memoriam of my friend, Jerry Monastersky, whom I met during my pilgrimage 

to Israel in 2007 with a Jewish group. Jerry and I became friends, and we wrote 

to each other after the tour. Sadly, he passed away some time afterwards.  



 

 
Addendum:  

[Hadassah Hebrew University Medical Center A splendid cycle of 12 stained-glass 

windows decorates the synagogue at the Hadassah Hospital. The windows were 

created in 1960-61 by the Russian-Jewish artist Marc Chagall. Each of the 

windows represents one of the 12 tribes of Israel (Genesis 49).]  
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(A) Reuben, Shimeon, Levi [EASTERN VIEW]   

1. Reuben - "unstable as water" (fish & fowl - creation)  

2. Shimeon - "blood red - a murderous deed" - continuing story of creation 

(dispersal) 

3. Levi - 10 commandments and candles; prayerbook   

(B) Judah, Zebulah,Issachar [SOUTHERN VIEW]  

1. Judah - rich red; hands; city of Jerusalem; lion   

2. Zebulah - fisherman, boat, fish  

3. Issachar - stars indicate they were astrologers; agriculture, donkey, pacifists 
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(C) Dan, Gad, Asher [WESTERN VIEW]   
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1. Dan - "justice" candelabrum (scales of justice), with serpent - "will be as a 

serpent  

2. Gad - warriors of northern border; 2 circles in figure 8 = infinity of God   

3. Asher - dove, peace, 7-branched candelabrum; crowned – bird   

(D) Naphtali, Joseph, Ben [NORTHERN VIEW]   

1. Naphtali - "like a deer," bird (like eagle) = endurance   

2. Joseph - golden; sheaves of wheat, sheep cows; Joseph = crowned purple bird; 

two hands holding shofar horn; red tree, identifies with Judaism  

3. Benjamin - circles that represent shields (brothers protecting him); wolf = fierce 

and warlike 

 

Addendum:  

[Talk with Marian about the large Menorah across from the Parliament building, 

Knesset. I had seen it during my previous trip to Israel in 2007, and I was 

impressed with the massive symbolical structure. Marian and I were both 

convinced that there was a unique pattern and symbolism to the way the images 

were placed on the seven-branched menorah. I was determined to find the patterns 

and understand the symbolism. I will include an addendum of my discoveries 

about the large Menorah at the end of the present chapter.]  
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[based on The History of the Jewish People in Seven Branches, text by Yosef 

Bar-Asher] 

LEFT SECTION  

Left Branch:  

(1) Isaiah the prophet and his vision of the end of Days: “and they shall beat their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 

up swords against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4)  

(2) Rabban Yochanan Ben-Zakkai. At the height of the civil war in Jerusalem (66-

70CE), he requests and receives Yavneh (Jamnia) from the Romans in order to 

found a center there for renewing the study of the Law.  

(3) Spanish Jewry enjoys its golden age under Muslim rule during the 10th and 

11th centuries C.E.  

(4) Babylonian exiles by the river of Babylon lament the destruction (587 BCE). 

Central Branch:   

(1) Ezra the scribe assembles the returnees to Zion (5th century BCE) and reads 

aloud the Law to them with the assistance of the Levites.  

(2) Job and his Three Friends as the symbol of the eternal question about the 

suffering of the righteous and the prosperity of the wicked.  

(3) The Talmud. (The Oral Law) “Moses received the law on Mount Sinai and 

handed it on to Joshua, and Joshua (handed it on) to the Elders, and the Elders 

(handed it on) to the Prophets…”  

(4) The Aggadah (Legend) about King Solomon’s going out to listen to poetry of 

birds in the wild, as one of the seventy languages he knew. 

Right Branch:  

(1) David and Goliath, symbolizes the triumph of spirit over physical force. 

(2) The illegal immigrants into the land of Israel in violation of the Mandatory 

Government’s quota.  

(3) Abraham the Patriarch, the father of his people, buys the first parcel of land 

in the promised land. 

CENTER (Trunk) of Menorah:  

(1) Moses, Joshua, and Hur, during the war with Amalek, the cruelest enemy of 

the Jewish people.  

(2) The Tablets of the Law and the Ten Commandments, the essence of the Jewish 

religion. 

(3) Rachel the Matriarch, the favorite wife of Jacob mourns her children who have 

gone into exile. Ruth, the Moabite, wife of Boaz, the great-grandfather of King 

David. 

(4) The Prophet Ezekiel and the vision of the dry bones, symbol of the Jewish 

people in exile in Babylon; after Cyrus’s proclamation (538 BCE) and the ensuing 

restoration to Zion, the people comes to life.  



(5) The Uprisings in the Warsaw Ghetto and other ghettos against the Nazis and 

their collaborators.  

(6) “Hear O Israel,” a central verse in Jewish prayers; it is recited three times a 

day. 

(7) The renewal of Jewish Settlement in the Land of Israel; the struggle to found a 

Jewish State and the Founding of the State of Israel. 

RIGHT SECTION –  

Right Branch:  

(1) The Prophet Jeremia reproaches the people and laments the destruction of the 

First Temple: “how lonely sits the city that was full of people. . she that was like a 

Princess amongst the cities.  

(2) The Maccabees heroically battle against and repel the Hellenized Syrians who 

attempted to destroy their Law; the Maccabees found a dynasty which lasted for 

some 100 years.  

(3) The Hassidic Movement founded in Europe in the 18th century preaches 

integrity. 

(4) Nehemiah restoring the walls of Jerusalem. 

Central Branch:  

(1) Hillel the Elder and the gentile who asks him to teach him the Law in one quick 

lesson; among Hillel’s most famous sayings: What is hateful to you, do not do unto 

others. 

(2) Rabbi Hanina Ben-Teradion, teaches the Law in violation of the Roman 

prohibition, and is immolated, wrapped in a scroll of the Law.  

(3) The Kabbalah – Jewish mysticism. 

(4) The Halakhah (Religious Law): what is forbidden and what is permitted in the 

daily life of the Jew.  

Left Branch:  

(1) Bar-Kokhba, symbol of the war of the few against the many, the weak against 

the strong. Rabbi Akiva (2nd century CE) considered him the Messiah. 

(2) The Messianic Hope of mankind in every generation for the coming of the 

Messiah as prophesized in the Bible.  

(3) Jacob the Patriarch wrestles with the Angel of the Lord who blesses him and 

bestows the name of Israel upon him. 

[Note: what follows is an article that I wrote about the Knesset Menorah 

based on several sources and on contemplation on the menorah.] 

The Eternal Light of the Menorah 

The supreme symbol of Israel and Judaism is the Menorah, the seven-

branched candelabrum that adorned the tabernacle and the temple (Exodus 



25:31-40). The 15-foot-high bronze menorah, created by the artist Benno Elkan, 

stands today across from the Knesset in Jerusalem. The 29 relief panels (22 on the 

arms symbolizing 22 Hebrew letters, and 7 on the central pillar) on the menorah 

form a cohesive and comprehensive visual display of the history and religion of 

Judaism. The central theme of exile and return is interwoven into the sculpture, 

forming a grand scheme of a pilgrimage through the physical and spiritual worlds 

of a vast universe of biblical and historical archetypes. 

The outer narrative of Jewish history and religion is depicted by the scenes 

on the central pillar and its six branches (or arms). The central pillar shows a 

progression (7 steps) of the pilgrimage out of bondage (in Egypt) to the Promised 

Land: Moses, the Deliverer, defeats arch-enemy Amalek; the 10 commandments, 

and the Law, are established on Mt. Sinai; Rachel laments and Ruth comforts as 

the royal line of David is revealed; Ezekiel’s vision of exile and restoration provides 

a template for the concept of “resurrection of the dead”; the Warsaw Ghetto 

uprising shows a modern battle with a new arch-enemy; the Shema prayer (“Hear, 

o Israel”) is the prayer of faith and deliverance; the founding of the state of Israel 

in 1948 brings to completion the pilgrimage to the Promised Land. 

The six branches (arms) can be arranged according to three major divisions: 

the Prophets (outer arms), the Torah or Law (middle arms), and Jerusalem (inner 

arms). The Prophets (outer arms), from Jeremiah (right) to Isaiah (left), are 

connected by the horizontal bar with the inscription from Zechariah 4:6: “Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” Thus, when 

Jeremiah laments the destruction of the first temple (587 BC), the next scene shows 

the Maccabees battling the Seleucids and rededicating the temple (166 BC); the 

Hassidic Movement (18th century) of passive resistance is complemented by the 

scene of Nehemiah restoring the walls of Jerusalem (444 BC); the exile in Babylon 

and lamenting by the rivers of Babylon (587 BC) is complemented by the golden 

age of Spanish Jewry (10-11th centuries); and the destruction of the second temple 

(70 CE) and the establishment of a new center in Jamnia by Rabbi Yochanan ben-

Zakkai is complemented by the utopian vision of Isaiah (Isaiah 2:4). The Torah 

(middle arms) catalogues the essential elements of the Jewish religion: Hillel the 

elder (1st century CE) summarizes the essence (golden rule) of the Law by saying, 

“What is hateful to you, do not do unto others”; Rabbi Hanina ben-Teredion (2nd 

century) defies the Romans and becomes a martyr in defense of the Torah; the 

Kabbalah is developed as a form of Jewish mysticism; the Halakhah develops the 

justice system of religious law; the Haggadah adds narratives and legends of 

biblical characters; the Talmud is passed on as oral law; the story of Job portrays 

the eternal question of suffering; and Ezra reveals the Law anew when the Jews 

return from captivity to Zion (5th century BC). Jerusalem (inner arms), the center 



where the divine presence was established, follows a narrative of the messianic 

paradigm: Bar Kochba, the “son of the star,” whose messianic aspirations fail in 

135 CE, and the perennial motto, “next year in Jerusalem”; the spiritual battle of 

Jacob with the angel and the subsequent renaming (i.e. Israel); the establishment 

of Mount Moriah by Abraham as the spiritual center where the temple will 

eventually be built; the return to Israel of modern immigrants; David, the 

“Anointed One,” becomes the emblematic Messiah as he defeats Goliath and 

brings the ark of the covenant (the divine presence) to Mount Moriah, where the 

temple will be built. 

The outer narrative of exile and return can also be seen as a pattern of 

juxtapositions: (1) Moses and his battle with Amalek is balanced by Bar-Kochba’s 

defeat (right) and David’s victory (left); (2) Mt. Sinai and the 10 commandments 

is positioned between messianic hope and actual return to the Promised land; and 

(3) Rachel’s lament and Ruth’s royal line is placed between Jacob becoming Israel 

and Abraham establishing Mount Moriah. Comparisons and contrasts (pairs of 

opposities) are paired on opposite sides of the branches (outer arms): Jeremiah’s 

lament and Isaiah’s vision; Maccabees’ temple rededication and the destruction 

of the temple in Rabbi Yochanan’s time; Hassidic movement and the golden age 

in Spain; Nehemiah restoring the walls and the exiles lamenting at the rivers of 

Babylon. The middle arm pairings: Rabbi Hillel and Ezra; Rabbi Hanina the 

martyr and Job, the suffering servant; Kabbalah and Talmud; Halakhah and 

Haggadah. The inner arm pairings: Bar-Kochba and David; Messianic hope and 

Jewish return; Jacob (Israel) and Abraham. 

The inner narrative is not visible (at first sight). It is implied by the keynote 

sounded by Zechariah (the same chapter that is quoted on the horizontal arm), 

who reveals the mystical significance of the Menorah: the seven lamps on the 

candlestick are “the eyes of the Lord which run to and fro through the earth” 

(Zechariah 4:10). Josephus further reveals that the menorah symbolizes the seven 

planets (Ant. 3. 144-5, 182; War 5.217). The seven lamps (“eyes of the Lord”) 

symbolize the heavenly luminaries. The central light (central sun) is depicted on 

the Knesset Menorah as the flame-surrounded Shema (“the lamp of God”) on the 

central pillar; it is the light (source of Torah) that gives light to the other lamps 

(heavenly luminaries). The round medallion scenes on the bottom of each arm are 

the inner lights (luminaries) that rise to the top of each arm of the candelabrum. 

(1) Saturn, or Father Time, is symbolized by the time of exile (Babylon) rising to 

the lamp (light) of Isaiah’s vision of the future; (2) Jupiter, or the ruling Legislator, 

is symbolized by the biblical narratives (Haggadah) rising to the lamp (light) of 

the Torah (Law) read by Ezra; (3) Mars, or the conqueror, is symbolized by 

Abraham (Mt. Moriah) rising to the lamp (light) of David, the “Anointed 



Conqueror;” (4) the Sun, or Light of Life, is symbolized by the Shema (“the Lord 

our God is One”) rising to Moses, the Deliverer; (5) Venus, or love (heart), is 

symbolized by Jacob (Israel) rising to the Messiah concept (Bar-Kochba); (6) 

Mercury, or reason (mind), is symbolized by Halakhah (religious law) rising to the 

embodiment of Torah (Law) in Rabbi Hillel; Moon, or generation, is symbolized 

by Nehemiah (rebuilding the walls) rising to Jeremiah, the weeping prophet (man 

of vision). Thus, the seven-branched candelabrum, with its seven round 

medallions, is a model of the seven-lighted sphere as it exists in the archetypal 

heaven. 

When the seven lamps are fully lit (within the temple and within the 

individual soul, “the temple of the living God”), they illuminate (and enlighten) the 

mystical “Tree of Life” (mystical teachings of the Kabbalah): (1) Kether, the 

crown, is Moses; (2) Chokmah, wisdom, is Messiah; (3) Binah, understanding, is 

King David; (4) Chesed, mercy, is Rabbi Hillel; (5) Geburah, severity, is Ezra; (6) 

Tiphereth, beauty, is Ruth; (7) Netsach, victory, is Jeremiah; (8) Hod, glory, is 

Isaiah; (9) Yesod, foundation, is Ezekiel; (10) Malkuth, kingdom, is Israel. The 

principle that encompasses the entire whole (the physical and mystical Menorah) 

is: “On Earth, as it is in Heaven, thy Kingdom come.” 

[Sources: (1) A Light Unto the Nation: Benno Elkan's Knesset Menorah, by 

Richard McBee; (2) The History of the Jewish People in Seven Branches, text by 

Yosef Bar-Asher; (3) The Menorah in Jerusalem: Structure and relief by 

Hannelore Künzl] 

 


