Pilgrimage to Israel (2007) Album

Jaffa - part 1

Jaffa - part 2
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Marker on street - to Jerusalem & Egypt-- Beth Eshel St.- way out to
Jerusalem; Yefet St.- Gaza Road to Egypt. Marker is located at Clock Tower
Square.
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Marker on Clock Tower Square.
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Modern shopping mall (at nght)
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Shopping along Ha Carmel Street

Shops close and garbage accumulates.
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Great highway system
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Driving near Jerusalem

-

Driving through outskirts of Jerusalem
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View of Jerusalem

Leaving Jerusalem
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View of Old City and Dome of the Rock
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View of Dome of the Rock

Outskirts of the city
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Agricultural activity near Dead Sea

Marker: -300 meters below sea level
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Dead Sea comes into view

Following an Israeli jeep
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Dead Sea Qumran caves (background). Scrolls were discovered in 1947. The
remains of an Essene monastery (1st century BCE) were unearthed.

Ein Feshka (Fashka). An oasis and former Essene settlement (1st century BCE).
Featured in my book - - http://www.wigowsky.com
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SPNI - Society for Protection of Nature. Ein Gedi Field School in the Judean
Desert. Established in 1959.
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About the Ein Gedi Field School. "The walls of the classrooms are canyons and
cliffs; the ceiling - the skies of all seasons; the floor sand and stones, trails or
springs. The aim is to study nature directly within nature itself, by leafing through
the scenery instead of throughbooks."

Ibex at the Ein Gedi Field School
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Nahal David - Waterfall & Wadi (valley)
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Ein Gedi Field School, an oasis
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Masada

——

Sign points toward Masada. Masada was King Herod's mountantop fortress,
overlooking the Dead Sea.

16


http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i122.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i123.jpg

View of Masada, mountairtop fortress.
banks of the Dead Sea.

17


http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i124.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i125.jpg

Mural of Masada -- at the visitor's center
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At the beginning of the Snake Path- The trail to the top takes about 45 minutes
to walk. The trail takes the name of "Snake Path" from the writings of the
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus.
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ealthy walkCharlie's web site
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http://www.charlieguide.co.il/
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Cable Car takes visitors to the top
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View half-way up the Snake Path
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On top of Masada, archaeological site. Masada was the last stronghold of the Jews
in their fight against the Roman Empire. Thedefenders held out three years before
the last 960 survivors committed mass suicide, prefering death to captivity.

Model of Masada at the site. Impressive remains of the walls of the fortress,
Herodian palaces, water cisterns, towers, dwelling placesnpa synagogues and
churches.
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Looking east over Masada ruins. Storerooms complex. Josephus writes: "For here
had been stores a mass of corn, amply sufficient to last for years, abundance of

wine and oil, besides every variety of pulse and piles of dategJosephus Flavius,
The Wars of the Jews, VII, 296)

Tower, overlooking the plateau. In Herod's day, the tower served as a guards'
lookout.
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Plateau of Masada, in Judean Desert. The plateau, 450 meters above the level of
the Dead Sea, is approximatelyp50 meters long and 300 meters wide. Masada's
remote location and its natural defenses were the advantages that transformed it
into a fortress during the Second Temple Period (1st century CE).
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Commandant's quarters (facing west). The Great Revolt brokeout in 66 CE.
Masada was taken by the rebel Sicarii, who were headed by Menahem, son of
Judah the Galilean, who was murdered in Jerusalem in 66 CE. After the murder,
Eleazar Ben Yair fled from Jerusalem to Masada and became commander of the
rebel community (which apparently included Essenes and Samaritans).
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Masada's wellpreserved Bathhouse

3

Various rooms of the Bathhouse
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The upper floor stood on brick and stone columns. Hot air flowed under the floor
and rose through clay pipes embedded in thealls.

Charlie explains the bold & hot room use. The cold room (fridgedarium) had a
stepped pool. The tepid room (tepidarium) had heated water channeled to it.
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Model of Palace of King Herod. The large Northern Palace complex was Herod's
private residence. It was built on three levels; the middle terrace had a circular
hall used for entertaining, the lower had a bathhouse.
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View of Circular (middle) terrace. In the center of the middle level of the palace
was a circular hall for banquets and receptios, surrounded by columns of which
only the foundations remain.
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Synagogue, enter from east, face west. Facing west means one is facing in the
direction of Jerusalem.
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Sign describing the Synagogue. Two pits dug in the floor of the back room were
found to contain biblical scrolls. Among the scroll fragments discovered was
Ezekiel's vision of the valley of the dry bones. This is one of the only synagogues
dating from the time of the Second Temple, which was destroyed in 70 CE.
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The "Casement of the Scrolls" (sign) Outstanding among the finds south of the
synagogue was a large number of parchment and papyrus fragments. Rolling
stones and hundreds of ballista balls were alstiscovered in the room.
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Columbarium Towers. The square towers in which pigeons were raised were also
used as lookout and guard towers.
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The Roman ramp - western entrance. In 73 or 74 CE, the Roman Tenth Legion,
led by Flavius Silva, laid siege to Masda. Eight camps were built around the base,
and a ramp was constructed to finally enter the walls of the fortress.
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Plastered channel for water (to cistern) The Water Cisterns were large storage
tanks. Water was collected fom the nearby Wadi Masada (during rainy season).
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MINERAL - a place to bathe in Dead Sea. The Dead Sea (which is actually a lake)
Is 76 km (47 miles) from north to south and less than 16 km (10 miles) across. At
411 m (1,348 ft) below sea level, it iss0 the lowest point on earth.

Mineral, a small resort north of Ein Gedi. The water is so mineralladen that it is
around 26% solid.
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Joining the crowd of bathers. The therapeutic qualities of the water and its mud
have been praised since ancient times

Floating in the Dead Sea. It's almost impossible to drown, and floating in the
water is effortless.
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Covered with black mud, "for my health."” The black mud is supposed to draw
out all the impurities within the skin.

Swimming in the Sulphur pool.
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Sign at entrance to Sulphur Pool. The water in the pool originates from natural
thermal underground springs found 400 meters from Mineral Beach. The water
Is 39 degrees Celsius.

& 2 |
Elvis American Diner near Tel Aviv. Charlie takes us to a favorite hangput of
locals and tourists alike.
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Elvis music is everywhere in the diner.
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A new day over Tel Aviv. View from Sheraton Moriah hotel. Mediterranean Sea
Is the western border of Isreel.

Drive through Tel Aviv.
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Beth Hatefutsoth, Jewish Diaspora museum. History of Jewish people in modern
times (within complex of university). Note: there was an ongoing teachersrike,
thus there were no students. The strike was about salary and class size.

Beth Hatefutsoth, Jewish Diaspora museum
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Inside the museum. After the destruction of the first temple (589 BCE), exile in
Babylon; after destruction of the second templg70 CE), diaspora (dispersal)
throughout the world.

Relief of Romans plundering the temple. Relief shows Romans carrying the ark of
the covenant and the menorah away from the temple to Rome. Orthodox Jews
believe the treasures are still under th&emple Mount.
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Relief of Temple treasures carried away. A similar relief is set in stone in Rome
on the Arch of Titus.
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Book containing Pentateuch portion. Pentateuch portion "Shelah lekha"
(Numbers 1315), manuscript from Egypt, 1106 CE
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Mohel (Circumcision) book. llluminated manuscript from Hamburg, Germany.
1178 CE
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Model of Passover (Pesach) Seder. Jewish way of life: "A tree may be alone in the
field, a man alone in the world, but no Jew is alone on his holy days." Abba Kovner

Wedding Ceremany. From "Arba'a Turim" manuscript, Mantua, 15th century.
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Minyan - a congregation of 10. A praying congregation cannot number less than
ten ("a minyan")

Model of Great Synagogue, Aleppo, Syria. The Great Synagogue housed the
ancient bible manuscript,the Aleppo Codex. [Note: After destruction of the
Second Temple, the synagogue represented Jewish continuity.]
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Mural of Synagogue of DuraEuropos. On Euphrates River in Syria.
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Great Tlomackie St. Synagogue, Poland Warsaw, Poland

Tempio Israelitico in Florency, Italy Built in 1882
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One Culture - Many Facets (famous people) Exhibit
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Mural of Jews in Alexandria, Egypt

Roman milesone, found near Cyrene. Mentions destruction of highways during
Jewish Revolt.
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Exilarch in Royal Splendor. King Chosroes | of Persia (53559 CE)

Ecclesia and Synagoga (symbolic figures). Jewish figure is a crowss, blindfolded
gueen. Christian figure is the crowned figure of the Church. ['Can He be God if
he can only be worshipped in one way?* Seer of Lublin, Rabbi Yitzhak Yaakov]
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Menorah - cut out in wall. "To remember the past, to live the present, to tust
the future." Abba Kovner

—ﬂ

Driving north from Tel Aviv to Caesarea. On Highway 2. Industrial area.
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Moat around the wall (Crusader era)
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Inside Watchtower (Crusader era)
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Crusader Fortifications, Caesarea (sign) The fortifications visible today were built
anew by Louis IX, King of France, who came on a crusade to the Holy Land in the
middle of the 1200's.

Walking through the ancient ruins

52


http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i201.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i203.jpg

e L

Harbor (map) - archaeological sitesMap shows ancient sites of the the Temple

plateau, the Wall and moat, the Harbor, the Hippodrome, the Theater, and other
sites.
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Visitor's center. Crusader Period: 10991291 CE
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Paul at Caesarea. Paul the Apostle was imprisoned in Caesarea (Acts 23:35).

A large artificial harbor ("Sebastos") was built here during the time of Herod.
Most of the harbor is now under water (in ruins).
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Another view of the Harbor area. The ancient habor had an outer quay with a
400 meters long breakwater, an inner quay, and an anchorage area along which
stood columns and mooring stones.

Model of ancient Harbor
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View of ancient Caesarea. From Visitor's Center.
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Caesarea National Park. In the 9th century (Arab period: 638L099 CE), a fortified

city surrounded the harbor. The Arab city walls were later incorporated into the
impressive fortifications of Louis IX, which consisted of a high perimeter wall (900
m long and 13 m high), and a 9m deep dry moat.

Medieval fortifications in Caesarea. "You are looking at the western part of the
southern city wall. This section was built on top of a breakwater of the Byzantine
Period (324638 CE)."

58


http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i214.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i216.jpg

Hippodrome - built by King Herod. At the height of his power, in 2922 BCE,
Herod the Great built a splendid city (and Hippodrome) over the site of an ancient
Phoenician port and dedicated it to Augustus Caesar, the Roman emperor.

Me at the Hippodrome (Gr. Hippos="horse")
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The hippodrome (chariot race track) was one of the largest in the Roman
Empire.

Artist's reconstruction of Hippodrome
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The Hippodrome ("Circus") Built in the 2nd century CE for chariot racing, this
hippodrome was 450 m long and 90 m wide, and cousgat some 30,000 spectators.

Another view of the Hippodrome
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Promontary Palace. Jutting into the sea, just west of the theater, are the excavated
remains of an impressive palace with a pool in its westersection. The site is
assumed to be "Herod's Palace," mentioned by Josephus. If so, this was the
location to which the Jews of Jerusalem came in order to beg Pilate to remove the
imperial standards -- images of Caesar- he had ordered placed on the Temple
Mount.
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Columns near Herod's Palace

The Theater. This is the most ancient of all theaters found in Israel. Built in
Herod's time, it had two cavea (seating areas) and could accommodate 4,000
spectators.
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Paul at the Theater. The theater, now restorg, is one of Israel's most popular
venues for summer cultural events.
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Artist's rendering of the Theater. The scaena fronsthe multi-storied wall behind
the stage-was constructed of three parts: in the Hellenistic style of a square center
segment and wo semicircular side wings.
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View of Theater entrance

Spectators arrive in the Theater
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Mt. Carmel in the distance. Driving on Highway 70.

Carmel Forest. 80 km range
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Carmel Range

Yisrael Valley; Yisrael = "Planted by God"
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Sign - Nahalal (place of Moshe Dayan)

Orchards in the bountiful valley
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Driving through Nazareth. 70,000 people live here
— ﬂ

Nazareth - site of childhood of Jesus. Hilly area, on a rise between the Jordan
Valley and the Jezreel Plain.
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Maya Tours - our tour bus
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Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth. Built in 1969 over the ruins of the
original Byzantine church, and the successive Crusader church. Inscription on
wall: Domini Nuntiavit Mariae Verbum Caro Factum est Habitavit in Nobis (The
Angel of the Lord brought tidings unto Mary And the Word was made flesh, And
dwelt among us.)
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Inscriptions of the Four Evangelists: The Four Evangelists are shown with their
symbolic signs: Matthew (Aquarius the Man), Mark (Leo the Lion), Luke (Taurus
the Bull), John (Scorpio the Eagle)
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Basilica of the Annunciation — Sign: "Historians tell that the Grotto and its
surroundings, being the site of the Annunciation, were turned into a worship place
in the 1st and 2nd century. Early sources referred to the place as beifithe House
of the Virgin Mary' "
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Mosaic from Ukrai ne: Bogoroditsa = Mot he
Pray for Your Ukrainian Peopl e”)

Mary of Nazareth: On all the walls of the upper Church, as well as in the atrium
surrounding the Church paintings, sculptures, basselief represent the Marian
Sanctuaries of the world, donated by Christian communities around the world.
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Egyptian Queen of Heaven (probably based on Isis)

Mural of the Annunciation — Philippines. The vast upper church is decorated
with mosaics of the Virgin donated by communities from around the world.
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Slovenia's Madonna

Korea's Mother and Child
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s tiled representation oPatrdary ( “ M
reone de Valencia”)

Vietnam and Thailand
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South Africa and Guatemala

s Mary with the Sacred Heart (“Mad:
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Mass at the Cave of Annunciation. The crypt includes the Cave of the
Annunciation, where the angel Gabriel is said to have appeared to Mary

78


http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i260.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/israel/2007/i262.jpg

"1
:
1
e
P
%
=
=

Holy Doors. Inscription above the doors:

Multifariam, multisque modis olim Deus loquens patribus in prophetis
God who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past untbe fathers

by the prophets. (Hebrews 1:1)

Vocavit discipulos suos et elegit duodecim ex ipsis quos et apostolos nominavit he

called unto him his disciples: and he chose twelve of them, whom also he named
apostles. (Luke 6:13)

Left Panel: Adam, Abraham, Elias, Moses, David
Right Panel: Peter, Jacob (James), John, Matthew, Jacob Alphaeus

Door (top left, counter-clockwise): Birth in Cave, Holy Family in Egypt, Nazareth,
John the Baptist, Sermon on Mount, Crucifixion
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the interior of the Basilica

Mural in the front of the Basilica
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Mural in the side of the interior

Ceiling (Dome) 16 sectidhs. The modern Church of the Annunciation is topped
with a uniquely-shaped concrete dome 55 meters high. Its shape is based on the
Madonna lily, a symbol of theVirgin Mary.
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Franciscan altar. Inscription: Super muros tuos, Jerusalem, constitui custodes |
have set watchmen upon thy walls,O Jerusalem (Isaiah 62:6) Deus Meus et Omnia,
"My God and My All." Motto of the Franciscan Order.

Franciscan mural
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Marbl e floor design

Virgin of Guadalupe
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Japanese Madonna

Wedding at the Basilica
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Exterior (side) of Basilica

Haifa harbor (at night) We stayed overnight at the Dan Carmel hotel.
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At Druze village Dalit-el-Carmel; Wall pictures inside the houseof Adal (Abu
Antar Halbi)

Learning about the Druze Religion The Druze refer to themselves as Ahl -al
Tawhid or "al -muwahhidun” ("people of Monotheism"). The religion developed

out of Ismal in the 10th century, creating a whole new religious bodnfluenced

by Greek philosophy, Gnosticism, and Christianity, among others. Hindu
influence is reflected in their belief of reincarnation.
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Posing with Adal (Abu Antar Halbi)
Only the initiated know about their
sacred scriptures, collectively know
as "Kitab Al Hikma" (Book of
Wisdom). A Druze author writes:

“"the true Druze faith is the gnostic
wisdom of Greece, Egypt, Persia, and
Islam all in one."

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society & Culture/druze.html
http://www.religioustolerance.org/druse.htm

Druze Cuisine
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Stella Maris Carmelite Monastery, Haifa-- On much of the upper slopes of Mount
Carmel are wide stretches of vgetation, the remnants of an ancient forest. On
these slopes, to the southwest, is the Stella Maris Carmelite Monastery (founded
by the Carmelite order).

Church "Stella Maris" (sign) - "Star of the Sea"
http://essenes.net/carmel.html
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Inside the Stellh Maris church

Elijah's Cave (altar), "Elias Thesbites" -- Below the monastery is Elijah's Cave,
with its small altar, where Elijah is said to thave lived and meditated before
defeating the pagan prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.
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Cave of Elijah (Elias) Some say the actual cave is further down the mountain (not
in the church itself).

Ceiling (Dome)- Chariot of Fire : The ceiling has a mural of Elijah ascending into
the heavens on a chariot of fire. Sorry-- the picture was too dark.
http://www.ourfatherlutheran.net/biblehomelands/galilee/mtcarmel.htm
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View of Haifa from Mt. Carmel
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Trail to Elijah's cave (another cave) Another version: Elijah's Cave is located just
a short walk from the National Maritime Museum (the Clandestine Inmigration
and Naval Museum is just below the National Maritime Museum). The cave is also
accessible via a steeply inclined path, from the Carmelite Church on Stella Maris

Rd.
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Trail to Elijah's other cave -- Further down the mountain.
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A third cave discovered? There's just too many caves around here!
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The Holy Family Chapel ?-- | did find a Holy Family Chapel, though.
——

View of Haifa from Dan Carmel Hotel -- We stayed at the beautiful hotel, Room
516
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Baha'i Temple and gardens in Haifa- The Baha'i faith claims that no religion has
a monopoly on the truth, and aim to integrate the teachings of all holy men. The
ornate temple houses the tomb of Bab, the herald of Bahaulla (1882).
View from bottom to the top. The Bahai faith stresses the unitpf God and the
brotherhood of mankind. http://www.bahai.org/dir/bwc

Cooling plants near Haifa-- | thought at first that they might be nuclear
reactors.
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At Acre (Akko) Citadel -- Historic Acre (Akko) dates back to Canaanite times.
The form in which it survives today was set by the Arabs and their Crusader
foes.
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Citadel (Crusader Walls) -- Akko's Citadel was built by the Turks in the 18th
century on top of Crusader fortifications. At certain times in its history, the
building served as a prison.
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Inside the Citadel, arched ceiling http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acre, Israel

Old Acre (Map) http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Acco.html
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arched ceiling

Tour guide Vered gves historical view-- Acre was the capital during the Crusader
Period (10991265). Four major countries participated in the Crusades: England,
France, Spain, and Germany. Thus, the Jerusalem Cross has four small crosses in
the quadrants.
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Unique Men's Public Toilet

"Refectorium" -- Gothic-arched hall : Some call this place St. John's Crypt, and
others say it was used as a Dining Hall.
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b I |
Underground passageway- Below the refectory is a network of underground
passageways.

Crusader Tombstone, 1290- Templars, Hospitallers, and other orders of
knights came to the Holy Land during the Crusade Period.
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Masika Family gift shop -- As usual, a tour ends with a visit to a gift shop. Here
the owner of the shop demonstrates the art of copper work.

Copper art work
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Special Pesach (Passover) plate Six sections: bitter herbs, egg, parsley, lettuce,
charoses, and shankbone (each a symbolic representation of an event in the
Passover- Exodus from bondage in Egypt- story).
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At Rosh Hanikra, view toward Haifa -- This point on the IsraelLebanon border
has become a favorite tourist attraction. The cliff area has, throughout human
history, served as the passage point for trade caravans and armies between the
northern cultures of Lebanon and Syria, and the southern cultures of Israel and
Egypt.

of Israel. Its cliff is the foot of a chalk mountain range which dips into the sea,
creating a steep, whitepillar, 70 meters high. Three layers: top layer is made of
hard chalk rock and dolomites; middle layer is comprised of soft chalk; bottom
layer is hard chalk (mostly beneath the sea surface).
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The Bridge andRailway Tunnel --
During WW2, the British dug a
tunnel 250 meters long for the
railway running between Haifa and
Beirut, thus allowing easy access for
army cargo shipped from Egypt to
the north.
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View of Tunnel and Railway

Rosh Hanikra's natural grottos -- These are cavernous tunnels formed by sea
action on the soft chalk rock. The total length is some 200 meters. They branch off
in various directions with some interconnecting segments.
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Rosh Hanikra's natural grottos

The cliff and the seashore-- This rare beauty was made accessible to the general
public when a tunnel was dug to the natural grottos in 1968.
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Israel-Lebanon Border Crossing-- Jerusalem is 205 km south, and Beirut,
Lebanon is 120 kmnorth.
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Druze tour group arrives at Rosh Hanikra
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Road to Lebanon-- Over the mountain range.

Drive to Zefat (Safed) on Hwy. 89- Upper Galilee area. Banana plantations
(note blue bags to preserve bananas).
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