
Huaca del Sol y de la Luna (The Sun and Moon Monuments) - Moche Civilization 

 
Entrance Sign: Huacas de Moche (Huacas del Sol y de la Luna), near Trujillo 

Link: 

Las Huacas del Sol y de la Luna  

http://www.huacas.com/  
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Cerro Blanco (White Mountain or Hill) in Background of archaeological area. 

Huaca de la Luna ("Temple/Shrine of the Moon") is a large adobe brick structure built 

mainly by the Moche people of northern Peru. It, with the Huaca del Sol, is part of Huacas 

de Moche, the remains of an ancient Moche capital city called Cerro Blanco by modern 

archaeologists. 

 
Sign: Centro de Investigacion y de Visitantes (Sponsors) 
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Upper level of excavations (possible temple excavation?) 

 
Guide Wilmer shows a map of the Moche Civilization.  

This major archaeological site was built at the time of the Moche culture (100 BC-650 

AD), just east of a prominent, freestanding hill, the Cerro Blanco (White Mountain), and 

next to a small tributary of the Moche River. It occupies a central location within the 

extensive Moche Valley. The complex sits about three miles inland, southeast of the 

modern city of Trujillo and is considered by many scholars to be the former capital of the 

Moche State. 
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View of Huaca del Sol (Temple of the Sun) - across plaza between pyramids. 

The Huaca del Sol is an adobe brick temple built by the Moche civilization on the coast 

of what is now Peru. The temple is one of several ruins found near the peak of Cerro 

Blanco, in the coastal desert near Trujillo, Peru.   

By 450 CE, eight different stages of construction had been completed on the Huaca del 

Sol. The construction of the temple was additive; new layers of brick were laid directly on 

top of the old, hence large quantities of bricks were required for its construction. It has 

been estimated by archaeologists that the Huaca del Sol was composed of over 130 

million adobe bricks and was the largest pre-Columbian adobe structure built in the 

Americas. 

 
Visitor's Center and shops 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/inca/peru/moche/6.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/inca/peru/moche/7.jpg


 
View of upper level excavations (off limits) 

 
View of settlement area (estimated population: 20,000 people). Between Sun and Moon 

pyramids. 
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View of new museum. Scheduled to open in Summer 2010. 

 
Picture of Huaca de la Luna (reproduction) 
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Cerro Blanco (White Mountain or Hill). According to our guide, it was named after the full 

moon's reflective light on the hill. 

 
Protective covered areas of excavated sites. 
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Wilmer shows a picture of the sacrificial (sacred) rock. 

 
Picture of warriors. 
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Another picture of warriors; concept of sacrifice. 

 
Sign: 

Los Recintos de Los Sacrificios (The Sacrificial Enclosures)   

The enclosures located between the Platform of the Sacred Rock and the Ceremonial 

Patio contained distinctive, roofed structures that were apparently associated with 

activities related to sacrifice rites. One of these structures was decorated with painted 

reliefs portraying a feline attacking a woman.   

The evidence for these sacrifice rites is provided by human skeletal remains as well as 

unfired clay effigy bottles portraying prisoners. These pots had been intentionally broken, 

a signal that they served as symbolic sacrifices, replacing the human lives. 
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Workers excavating at the site.  

The Huaca de la Luna itself is a large complex of three main platforms, each one serving 

a different function. The northernmost platform, at one time brightly decorated with a 

variety of murals and reliefs, was destroyed by looters. Because of this, the central and 

southern platforms have been the focus of most excavations. The central platform has 

yielded multiple high-status burials interred with a variety of fine ceramics, suggesting that 

it was used as a burial ground for the Moche religious elite, while the Huaca del Sol may 

have been used for the interment of rulers. 

 
Area of the Sacred (sacrificial) Rock.  

The eastern platform, black rock & adjacent patios were the site of human sacrifice rituals 

which are depicted in a variety of Moche visual arts, most notably painted ceramics. After 

their sacrifice, bodies of victims would be hurled over the side of the Huaca and left 

exposed in the patios. This finding is supported by the discovery of multiple skeletons of 

adult males found at the foot of the rock, all of whom show signs of grisly trauma, usually 

a severe blow to the head, as the cause of death. 
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Picture of the main deity, Ai Apaec (Ayapec). Also known as "Decapitator" (Degollador, 

i.e. Executioner).  

A late name for an active god of the Mochica (a pre-Inca civilization). He ranged beneath 

the throne of the almost totally indifferent and supreme being and creator deity, a 

nameless sky-god whose throne was usually situated on the top of a high mountain. Ai 

Apaec may have been the son of the mountain god, and shared the feline mouth of the 

creator deity. He is usually portrayed wearing a jaguar headdress and snake-head 

earrings.  

Ai Apaec, the supreme god of the ancient Moche culture. The image is characterized by 

his feline attributes, mythical mask, prominent eyebrows, agape mouth, and sharp, 

aggressive fangs. Black scrolls surround his face while a rhombus appears at the center, 

bordered in stylish bands representative of manta rays. Ai Apaec is identified with the 

ideologies inherited from the epic of the Chavin and complemented by other deities, such 

as the serpent, the condor, or the eagle, representative of Andean culture. 

Ai Apaec is frequently depicted as a spider, but sometimes as a winged creature or a sea 

monster, all three features symbolizing land, water and air. When the body is included, it 

is usually shown with one arm holding a knife and another holding a severed head by the 

hair. The 'Decapitator' is thought to have figured prominently in the beliefs surrounding 

the practice of sacrifice. 

 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/inca/peru/moche/20.jpg


 
Wall reliefs of building B/C. 

 
Wall Reliefs of Building D. 
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Close-up of Sign: "La Tumba del Oficiante" (The Tomb of the Officiant) 

 
Wall Reliefs (within covered building) 
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Guide Wilmer talks with Susie. 

 
Adobe bricks with various identification designs. 

 
Wall and bricks enclosure. 
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Picture: "Cabezas de Aves y Peces" (birds and fish) 

 
Reliefs of stylized fish and ocean waves. 
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A section of the wall, with diagonal lines. 

 
Close-up of wall design and and face of Ai-Apaec. 
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Another view of the wall and designs. 

 
Area of excavations. 
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Close-up view of Huaca del Sol.  
The Huaca del Sol was partially destroyed and looted by Spanish conquistadors in the 
17th century, while the Huaca de la Luna was left relatively untouched. It is believed today 
that the Huaca del Sol may have been more administrative, military, residential and burial 
mound for the Moche elite, while the Huaca de la Luna served a largely ceremonial and 
religious function, though it contains burials as well. 

Despite its history of destruction during the colonial period, the stepped pyramid called 
Huaca del Sol still measures 1,250 feet in length and towers 135 feet above the 
surrounding plain - this makes it the tallest adobe structure of the Americas. It is calculated 
that around 50 million sun-dried, mud bricks (or "adobes"), were used in its construction. 

 

 Excavations - an ongoing project. 
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Excavations of settlement area. 

 

 Picture: "Riqueza Arqueologica Potencial del Norte" 
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Wall relief of deity with appendages. 

 
Picture of deity with appendages. 
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Wilmer shows a picture of the mural walls. 

 
Wall of murals (original colors). 
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Picture of deity holding serpents in his hands. 

 
Wall of murals. 
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Picture: "Personaje con baculos" 

 
Mural of stylized deity with appendages. 
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Sign: "El Altar Mayor" (The Great Altar) 

In spite of its small size, this structure was exceptionally important and played a central 
roel in the principal ceremonial activities presided over by Moche priests, including the 
ones represented in sacrifice scenes. These scenes indicate that the supreme Moche 
priests and other high ranking officials presided over ritual events from similar structures. 

Evidence for post holes unearthed by archaeologists reveal that this structure was once 
roofed, possibly in a manner similar to that portrayed in sculpted and painted Moche 
pottery vessels. 

 

  Posing at the site. 
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Picture: "Danzante" (dancer)                 Picture: "Arana Decapitadora" (spider decapitator) 

  
Picture: "Pescador" (fisherman)                             Picture: "Felino Decapitadora" 
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 Picture: "Decapitador"  

 

 

 

 
Picture: "Moche Calendar" 
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Mural of Moche Calendar 

 
Restoration worker. 
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Close-up of Moche Calendar (mural). 

 
Restoration workers. 
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Murals of the various terraces. 

 
Murals of the various terraces. 
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Close-up of Moche Calendar (mural) 

 
Posing at the terraces (mural) 
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Picture of terraces (terraces in background) 

 
Chart of Andean Chronology (civilizations) 
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Distant view of terraces (murals) 

 

 
New excavations. 
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New excavations (Cerro Blanco, background) 

 

 
Sign: Huaca de la Luna y la Ciudad Moche (City of Moche) 

The urban and ceremonial city of Moche served as the capital of a theocratic and military 
state that expanded south to the valley of Nepena in the modern department of Ancash. 
Meanwhile, to the north, in the departments of Lambayeque and Piura, the evidence 
suggests the possible development of independent states or autonomous societies 
affiliated with the Moche culture. 
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At its height, the city of Moche covered some 100 hectares. Two monumental structures 
dominate its edges: Huaca del Sol or Capuxaido to the west and Huaca de la Luna to the 
east, at the foot of Cerro Blanco. Huaca del Sol served an apparent political and 
administrative role, while Huaca de la Luna comprised the paramount temple and the 
leading political and ceremonial center of Moche society. The pioneering work of German 
archaeologist Max Uhle in 1899 initiated archaeological studies at one of Peru’s most 
important ancient monuments, where scientific research resumed in 1991 with the 
Huacas del Sol and Luna Archaeological Project. 

The Moche culture flourished from AD100 to 800. The city of Moche prospered during 
approximately the same period, that is, over some seven centuries. 

 

 
Peruvian dog - famous for its warmth, which has healing properties. 

http://wigowsky.com/travels/inca/peru/moche/86.jpg


 
with guide Wilmer 

 
with guide Wilmer and the Peruvian dog 
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