
   WASHINGTON DC  

 
After Philadelphia, we headed south to Washington D.C.  We stayed at the Governor 

House Inn, Falls Church, Virginia.  We took the Metro to Washington D.C. and walked 

around the various prominent places in our nation’s capitol. 

 
https://washingtondc.micromaps.com/  (interactive map) 

https://washingtondc.micromaps.com/


 

 

Statue of Brigadier General Casimir 

Pulaski.   

Pulaski immigrated to North America to 

help in the cause of the American 

Revolutionary War. He distinguished 

himself throughout the revolution, most 

notably when he saved the life of George 

Washington. Pulaski became 

a general in the Continental Army, 

created the Pulaski Cavalry Legion and 

reformed the American cavalry as a 

whole.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casimir_Pul

aski  

 
As we walked down Pennsylvania Avenue, I spotted the US Seal embedded in 

the sidewalk, with the American Eagle (symbol of liberty and freedom) holding 

the olive branch and arrows in its talons to denote the power of peace and war.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casimir_Pulaski
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casimir_Pulaski


 
An inscription on the sidewalk was a quote by Mark Twain: The Caiptal of the Great 

Republic gathered its people from the four winds of heaven, and so the manners, the 

faces, and the fashions there, presented a variety that was infinite. 

 
The Treasury Building in Washington, D.C., is a National Historic Landmark building 

which is the headquarters of the United States Department of the Treasury. An image of 

the Treasury Building is featured on the back of  the ten dollar bill.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasury_Building_(Washington%2C_D.C.)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasury_Building_(Washington%2C_D.C.)


 
A bronze equestrian statue of General William Tecumseh Sherman, positioned atop a 

granite pedestal.   The Civil War Monument is located in Sherman Plaza, which is part 

of President's Park.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_William_Tecumseh_Sherman_Monument  

 
A view of the Washington Monument. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_William_Tecumseh_Sherman_Monument


 
The White House, of course, was a destination that we had looked forward to for a long 

time.  However, we did not see President Obama during our visit. 

 
A color plan of the White House grounds includes a rendering of the historic kitchen 

garden (first started during Jefferson’s time), located immediately west (left) of the house 

itself; the plan shows garden as it appeared during Lincoln’s presidency.  First Lady 

Michelle Obama continued the tradition by planting a new White House kitchen garden at 

the SW end of the south grounds. 



 

We posed outside the metal barrier that protected the White House. 

 



  
The First Division Monument (Battle Monument) sits on a plaza in President's Park, south of the 

Eisenhower Executive Office Building (EEOB). The monument was conceived by the Society of 

the First Division to honor the valiant efforts of the soldiers who fought in World War I. Later 

additions to the monument commemorate the lives of First Division soldiers who fought in 

subsequent wars. The monument is composed of a monolithic granite shaft surmounted by a 

winged female figure representing Lady Victory (Greek Nike) holding aloft a flag. 

https://www.nps.gov/whho/learn/historyculture/first-division-monument.htm  

 
Canal Connection, showing the canal route west of the Capitol. 

https://www.nps.gov/whho/learn/historyculture/first-division-monument.htm


 
Organization of American States building.  Statue of Queen Isabela I (Spain) in front. 

Representative statues of South America (left) and North America (right) grace the 

entrance to the building.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_American_States  

 

  

South America       North America 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization_of_American_States


 
As a Vietnam veteran, who served in the Vietnam Theater as a medical corpsman in 

1970, I wanted to visit the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall.  And find a friend’s name. 

 
http://thewall-usa.com/info.asp?recid=15784  

http://www.virtualwall.org/df/FedoroffAx01a.htm  Panel 40E – Line 38 
ALEXANDER FEDOROFF SSGT - E6 - Army - Regular 101st Airborne Division  
 
Length of service 4 years 

His tour began on Dec 10, 1967  Casualty was on Feb 20, 1968 In PHUOC LONG, SOUTH VIETNAM  

HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY MULTIPLE FRAGMENTATION WOUNDS  Body was recovered 

http://thewall-usa.com/info.asp?recid=15784
http://www.virtualwall.org/df/FedoroffAx01a.htm


 

http://thewall-usa.com/  

 
Pointing to childhood friend’s name – Alexander Fedoroff. We went to the same Russian 

church (on Geary St.) in San Francisco, and we went to the same high school (George 

Washington HS), but not at the same time. 

 

http://thewall-usa.com/


 

 

The Memorial Wall is made up of two 246 feet 9 inches (75.21 m) long gabbro walls, 
etched with the names of the servicemen being honored in panels of horizontal rows with 
regular typeface and spacing. The walls are sunk into the ground, with the earth behind 
them. At the highest tip (the apex where they meet), they are 10.1 feet (3.1 m) high, and 
they taper to a height of 8 inches (20 cm) at their extremities. Symbolically, this is 
described as a "wound that is closed and healing." 

When a visitor looks upon the wall, his or her reflection can be seen simultaneously with 
the engraved names, which is meant to symbolically bring the past and present together. 
One wall points toward the Washington Monument, the other in the direction of 
the Lincoln Memorial, meeting at an angle of 125° 12′. Each wall has 72 panels, 70 listing 
names (numbered 1E through 70E and 70W through 1W) and 2 very small blank panels 
at the extremities. There is a pathway along the base of the Wall, where visitors may walk. 

The wall listed 58,191 names when it was completed in 1983; as of May 2015, there are 
exactly 58,307 names, including 8 women. Approximately 1,200 of these are listed as 
missing (MIAs, POWs, and others). Directories are located on nearby podiums so that 
visitors may locate specific names.    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Veterans_Memorial  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Veterans_Memorial


 

 

A short distance away from the wall is another Vietnam memorial, a bronze statue named The 

Three Servicemen (sometimes called The Three Soldiers). The statue depicts three soldiers, 

purposefully identifiable as European American, African American, and Hispanic American.  In 

their final arrangement, the statue and the Wall appear to interact with each other, with the soldiers 

looking on in solemn tribute at the names of their fallen comrades. The distance between the two 

allows them to interact while minimizing the effect of the addition on Lin's design.  

 



 
Looking east: View of the Reflecting Pool and Washington Monument from the Lincoln 

Memorial. 

  
The Lincoln Memorial is an American national monument built to honor the 16th President of the 

United States, Abraham Lincoln. It is located on the western end of the National Mall in Washington, 

D.C., across from the Washington Monument.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Memorial  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Memorial


 A view of the National Mall. 

 
And just to think: Many thought that architect Henry Bacon's Greek temple design was far too 

ostentatious for a man of Lincoln's humble character. Instead they proposed a simple log cabin 

shrine.  I liked the temple design, which minded me of the Parthenon that I had visited in Athens, 

Greece.   

The exterior of the Memorial echoes a classic Greek temple and features Yule marble from 

Colorado. The structure measures 189.7 by 118.5 feet (57.8 by 36.1 m) and is 99 feet (30 m) tall. 

It is surrounded by a peristyle of 36 fluted Doric columns, one for each of the 36 states in the 

Union at the time of Lincoln's death.  The columns stand 44 feet (13 m) tall with a base diameter 

of 7.5 feet (2.3 m). Each column is built from 12 drums including the capital. The columns, like 

the exterior walls and facades, are inclined slightly toward the building's interior, a common 

feature of Ancient Greek architecture. 



 

 

Inside the Lincoln Memorial there was a 

Zeus-like statue of Abraham Lincoln 

sitting in contemplation on what looked 

like a throne, and an inscription above it 

that read: “In this Temple as in the Hearts 

of the people for whom he saved the 

Union, the Memory of Abraham Lincoln is 

enshrined forever.”  

The statue stood 19 feet (5.8 m) tall from 

head to foot, the scale being such that if 

Lincoln were standing, he would be 28 

feet (8.5 m) tall. It is made of George 

white marble.  The statue rests upon an 

oblong pedestal of Tennessee marble.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Me

morial  

The north and south side chambers 

contained carved inscriptions of Lincoln’s 

2nd inaugural address and his Gettysburg 

Address (“Four score and seven years”).   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_Memorial


 

 



 

'Fellow-Countrymen: 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion for an 
extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be 
pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public 
declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which 
still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be 
presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the 
public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope for 
the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed to an 
impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was being 
delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were 
in the city seeking to destroy it without war—seeking to dissolve the Union and divide effects by 
negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the nation 
survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came. 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but 
localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this 
interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the Union even by war, while the 
Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party 
expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has already attained. Neither anticipated 
that the cause of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease. Each 



looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible 
and pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any 
men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's 
faces, but let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of 
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because 
of offenses; for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense 
cometh." If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence 
of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to 
remove, and that He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom 
the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the 
believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this 
mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth 
piled by the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every 
drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three 
thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether." 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just 
and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” 

 
On August 28, 1963, the memorial grounds were the site of the March on Washington for Jobs and 

Freedom, which proved to be a high point of the American Civil Rights Movement. It is estimated that 

approximately 250,000 people came to the event, where they heard Martin Luther King, Jr., deliver his 

historic speech, "I Have a Dream", before the memorial honoring the president who had issued 

the Emancipation Proclamation 100 years earlier. King's speech, with its language of patriotism and 

its evocation of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, was meant to match the symbolism of the Lincoln 

Memorial as a monument to national unity.   The "I Have a Dream" speech is such a part of the Lincoln 

Memorial story, that the spot on which King stood, on the landing eighteen steps below Lincoln's 

statue, was engraved in 2003 in recognition of the 40th anniversary of the even 



 
We walked around the Lincoln Memorial, and from the back side we could see the two 

bridges that spanned the Potomac River.  This photo shows the Theodore Roosevelt 

Bridge, which features the bronze, fire-gilded Arts of Peace sculptures.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Arts_of_War_and_The_Arts_of_Peace  

 
The eastern entrance to the Arlington Memorial Bridge featured the Arts of War 

sculptures, Sacrifice and Valor. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington_Memorial_Bridge  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Arts_of_War_and_The_Arts_of_Peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington_Memorial_Bridge


 

 

John Ericsson National Memorial, located near the National Mall at Ohio Drive and Independence 
Avenue SW, is dedicated to the man who revolutionized naval history with his invention of the screw 
propeller. The Swedish engineer was also the designer of the USS Monitor, the ship that ensured 
Union naval supremacy during the American Civil War.  The pink Milford granite memorial is 20 feet 
(6.1 m) high with a 150-foot (46 m) diameter base. Sculpted by James Earle Fraser, it features a 
seated figure of Ericsson 6 feet 5 inches (1.96 m) high, and three standing figures representing 
adventure, labor, and vision.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ericsson_National_Memorial  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Ericsson_National_Memorial


 
The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial is a presidential memorial in Washington D.C. dedicated 

to the memory of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the 32nd President of the United States, and to the era 

he represents.   The statue of FDR depicts the president in a chair with a cloak obscuring the chair, 

showing him as he appeared to the public during his life.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Delano_Roosevelt_Memorial  

 
An area of the memorial with a waterfall and an inscription on the wall: “I pledge you – I 

pledge myself to a NEW DEAL for the American people.” (1932) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Delano_Roosevelt_Memorial


 
A view of the Washington Monument from across the Tidal Basin near the Jefferson 
Memorial. 

 

I took a picture of the Jefferson Memorial from the area of the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorial.  We decided to save the tour of that memorial for the next day.  We were 
already tired of walking, so we headed back toward the National Mall. 



  
On the way back to the National Mall, we encountered the fairly new Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorial, which was situated on the northwestern area of the Tidal Basin, looking 
across at the Jefferson Memorial, which was on the southeastern side.  
Covering four acres and including a granite statue of King by sculptor Lei Yixin, the memorial opened 
to the public on August 22, 2011, after more than two decades of planning, fund-raising and 
construction.     The centerpiece for the memorial is based on a line from King's "I Have A Dream" 
speech: "Out of a mountain of despair, a stone of hope." A 30 feet (9.1 m)-high relief of King named 
the Stone of Hope stands past two other pieces of granite that symbolize the "mountain of 
despair. Visitors figuratively "pass through" the Mountain of Despair on the way to the Stone of Hope, 
symbolically "moving through the struggle as Dr. King did during his life. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr._Memorial  

 
A 450 feet (140 m)-long inscription wall includes 14 excerpts from many of King's sermons, writings, 

and speeches.  Here it says: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in 

an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly 

affects all indirectly.” (Alabama, 1963) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr._Memorial


 

"It is not enough to say "We must not wage war." It is necessary to love peace and sacrifice for it. 
We must concentrate not merely on the negative expulsion of war, but on the positive affirmation 
of peace." (December 24, 1967, Atlanta, Georgia) 

 

"If we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties must become ecumenical rather than sectional. 
Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we 
must develop a world perspective." (December 24, 1967, Atlanta, Georgia) 



         
"Make a career of humanity. Commit yourself to the noble struggle for equal rights. You will make a 

greater person of yourself, a greater nation of your country, and a finer world to live in." (April 18, 

1959, Washington, D.C.)                                                                                                                    

"I oppose the war in Vietnam because I love America. I speak out against it not in anger but with 

anxiety and sorrow in my heart, and above all with a passionate desire to see our beloved country 

stand as a moral example of the world." (February 25, 1967, Los Angeles, California) 

 

  
After we left the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, we crossed Independence Ave SW and 

saw the District of Columbia War Memorial, which commemorated the citizens of the 

District of Columbia who fought and gave their lives in World War I.  On the building was 

the saying: “The Great War for Civilization.” 



 

 
Inscription in marble on the District of Columbia War Memorial: “This memorial was 

erected through the voluntary subscriptions of the people of Washington. It was dedicated 

on Armistice Day 1931 by Herbert Hoover, President of the US. Within this corner-stone 

are recorded the names of the 26,000 Washingtonians who when the US entered the 

World War answered the call to arms and served in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and 

Coast Guard.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia_War_Memorial  

  
And then we entered a memorial which simply was magnificent: the National World War 

II Memorial.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_World_War_II_Memorial  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia_War_Memorial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_World_War_II_Memorial


 

 
The World War II Memorial is a memorial of national significance dedicated 

to Americans who served in the armed forces and as civilians during World War II. 

Consisting of 56 pillars and a pair of small triumphal arches surrounding a plaza and 

fountain, it sits on the National Mall on the former site of the Rainbow Pool at the eastern 

end of the Reflecting Pool, between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument.  

Opened on April 29, 2004, it was dedicated by President George W. Bush on May 29. 



   
Quote: “Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our country can 

never be repaid, they have earned our undying gratitude.  America will never forget their 

sacrifices.”  – President Harry Truman 

 

 

The memorial consists of 56 granite pillars, 

each 17 feet (5.2 m) tall, arranged in 

a semicircle around a plaza with two 43-foot 

(13 m) triumphal arches on opposite sides. 

Two-thirds of the 7.4-acre (30,000 m2) site is 

landscaping and water. Each pillar is 

inscribed with the name of one of the 48 U.S. 

states of 1945, as well as the District of 

Columbia, the Alaska Territory and Territory 

of Hawaii, the Commonwealth of the 

Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guam, American 

Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  



 
The Freedom Wall is on the west side of the memorial, with a view of the Reflecting 

Pool and Lincoln Memorial behind it. Quote: The Price of Freedom – “Freedom Wall holds 

4,048 gold stars. Each gold star represents one hundred American service personnel who 

died or remain missing in the war. The 405,399 American dead and missing from WWII 

are second only to the loss of more than 620,000 Americans during our Civil War. 

 

The Freedom Wall:  In front of the wall lies the message - “Here we Mark the Price of 

Freedom.” 



 
North Africa section of WWII Memorial – Quote: “We are determined that before the sun 

sets on this terrible struggle our flag will be recognized throughout the world as a symbol 

of freedom on the one hand and of overwhelming force on the other.” (Gen. Marshall) 

 
Central Europe: “D-Day, June 6, 1944.  You are about to embark upon the great crusade 

toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you . 

. . I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle.” (Gen. 

Eisenhower) 



 

View of WWII Memorial towards Lincoln Memorial. 

 



 
Quote at WWII Memorial: “Here in the presence of Washington and Lincoln, one the 18 th 

c. father and the other the 19th c. preserver of our nation, we honor those 20th c. 

Americans who took up the struggle during the 2nd World War and made the sacrifices to 

perpetuate the gift our forefathers entrusted to us, a nation conceived in liberty and justice. 

 

  
Posing near the Washington Monument (obelisk) 



 

  
The Washington Monument is an obelisk on the National Mall, built to commemorate George 

Washington, once commander-in-chief of the Continental Army and the first American president. 

Located almost due east of the Reflecting Pool and the Lincoln Memorial, the monument, made 

of marble, granite, and bluestone gneiss, is both the world's tallest stone structure and the world's 

tallest obelisk, standing 554 feet 7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m) tall.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument   

 
View of the White House from the Washington Monument. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument


 
View of the US Capitol building from the Washington Monument. 

 

 
View from the Washington Monument towards the Lincoln Memorial. 

 



 
The recently opened Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and 

Culture. The museum opened September 24, 2016, in a ceremony led by U.S. 

President Barack Obama.  We were not able to get tickets to the museum because it was 

so popular and a limited number of tickets were allowed per day. 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/ 

 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/national-museum-african-american-

history-and-culture-interactive-museum-tour/?no-ist   

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/national-museum-of-african-american-

history-and-culture/guided-tour/  (Tours of the Museum) 

https://nmaahc.si.edu/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/national-museum-african-american-history-and-culture-interactive-museum-tour/?no-ist
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/national-museum-african-american-history-and-culture-interactive-museum-tour/?no-ist
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/national-museum-of-african-american-history-and-culture/guided-tour/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/national-museum-of-african-american-history-and-culture/guided-tour/


  
On February 8, 2005, with the site selection committee still deliberating, President Bush again 

endorsed placing the museum on the National Mall.  The design submitted by the Freelon Group 

/Adjaye Associates Davis Brody Bond won the design competition. The above-ground floors featured 

an inverted step pyramid surrounded by a bronze architectural scrim, which reflected a crown used 

in Yoruban culture.   

 
William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building.  1301 Constitution Avenue, NW.  US 

Environmental Protection Agency. 



           
 Sculpture quote: “The voice of reason is more to be regarded than the bent of any 
present inclination.”  The sculpture is located outside the Ronald Reagan building.        
The inscription is taken from the 17th Century play called Cato, A Tragedy, written by Joseph 
Addison.  The full quote as written in the play is as follows: “The voice of reason is more to be regarded 
than the bent of any present inclination, since inclination will at length come over to reason, though 
we can never force reason to comply with inclination.”  http://www.bartleby.com/349/427.html  

 

http://www.bartleby.com/349/427.html


  
Smithsonian Map                   Federal Triangle Heritage Trail 

https://www.si.edu/visit/maps  (Smithsonian map) 

http://www.activelifedc.com/sites/default/files/Fed-Tri-Booklet-lores.pdf (Fed-Tri) 

 

  
Photo-op on Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 

https://www.si.edu/visit/maps
http://www.activelifedc.com/sites/default/files/Fed-Tri-Booklet-lores.pdf


 
Our next visit was to the Washington National Cathedral.  We drove north to 3101 

Wisconsin Ave. NW and took a self-guided tour of the majestic cathedral.   

https://cathedral.org/  

http://www.weta.org/tv/local/wetaallaccess/nationalcathedral  

http://watch.weta.org/video/1397268041/ (video, 26:37)) 

 
The cathedral's master plan was designed by George Frederick Bodley, a highly regarded 

British Gothic Revival architect of the late-19th and early-20th centuries, and was 

influenced by Canterbury.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_National_Cathedral  

http://cathedral.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2015english.pdf (brochure) 

https://cathedral.org/
http://www.weta.org/tv/local/wetaallaccess/nationalcathedral
http://watch.weta.org/video/1397268041/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_National_Cathedral
http://cathedral.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2015english.pdf


 
The cathedral sits on a landscaped 57-acre (23-hectare) plot on Mount Saint Alban. 

Most of the building is constructed using a buff-colored Indiana limestone over a 

traditional masonry core.  

  
East end of the cathedral.     West end of the cathedral. 

 

Washington National Cathedral consists of a long, narrow rectangular mass formed by a 

nine-bay nave with wide side aisles and a five-bay chancel, intersected by a six 

bay transept. 



Washington National Cathedral is officially dedicated as the 
 "Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in the City and Diocese of Washington" 

  
Statue of George Washington in the G. Washington Bay.     Stained-glass windows. 

https://youtu.be/oPzhqn-TOqc   

https://cathedral.org/what-to-see/interior/george-washington-bay/  

 

 
Mural inside the cathedral. 

https://youtu.be/oPzhqn-TOqc
https://cathedral.org/what-to-see/interior/george-washington-bay/


  
Baptismal Font.                  Tapestry, David & Goliath 

 

 



     
The high altar, the Jerusalem Altar, is made from stones quarried at Solomon's 

Quarry near Jerusalem, reputedly where the stones for Solomon's Temple were quarried. In the 

floor directly in front of that altar are set ten stones from the Chapel of Moses on Mount Sinai, 

representing the Ten Commandments as a foundation for the Jerusalem Altar. 

      
The pulpit was carved out of stones from Canterbury Cathedral; Glastonbury Abbey provided 

stone for the bishop's formal seat, the cathedra.  



 

West Rose Window – “Creation Rose” 

The west rose window, often used as a trademark of the cathedral, was designed by Rowan 

leCompte and is an abstract depiction of the creation of light.  

 
From the Cathedral’s Observation deck (at the 7th floor) you can see amazing views of 
Washington DC – on a clear day. We were there when it was mostly overcast, with some 
drizzles. 



 

 



 

 
Sign: Architects for a Gothic Cathedral.   Henry Yates Satterlee, first Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese 

of Washington, chose George Frederick Bodley, Britain's leading Anglican church architect, as the 

head architect. Henry Vaughan was selected supervising architect.  Construction started September 

29, 1907. When construction of the cathedral resumed after a brief hiatus for World War I, both Bodley 

and Vaughan had died.  American architect Philip Hubert Frohman took over the design of the 

cathedral and was thenceforth designated the principal architect.    



 
We made a short visit to Georgetown University.  Georgetown University is 

a private research university in Washington, D.C.   Founded in 1789, it is the 

oldest Catholic and Jesuit institution of higher education in the United States. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown_University  

 
Healy Hall is the historic flagship building at the main campus of Georgetown University. 

Constructed between 1877-79, it was designed by prominent architects Paul J. 

Pelz and John L. Smithmeyer at the time they were working on the Library of Congress.  

It is built in a Neo-Medieval style that combines elements of Romanesque, Early Gothic, 

Late Gothic and Early Renaissance. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgetown_University


  
The main campus is built on a rise above the Potomac River. 

http://www.georgetown.edu/  (official webpage) 

 
Then we drove to the Jefferson Memorial.   The neoclassical Memorial building on the Tidal 

Basin off the Washington Channel of the Potomac River was designed by the architect John Russell 

Pope and built by the Philadelphia contractor John McShain. Construction of the building began in 

1939 and was completed in 1943. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Memorial  

http://www.georgetown.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Memorial


 
Composed of circular marble steps, a portico, a circular colonnade of Ionic order columns, and a 

shallow dome, the building is open to the elements. The memorial is constructed of white 

Imperial Danby marble from Vermont, which rests upon a series of granite and marble-stepped 

terraces. A flight of granite and marble stairs and platforms, flanked by granite buttresses, lead up 

from the Tidal Basin. 

                       
The interior of the memorial has a 19-foot (5.8 m) tall, 10,000 lb (4336 kg) bronze statue of Jefferson 

by the sculptor Rudulph Evans. Most prominent are the words which are inscribed in a frieze below 

the dome: "I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the 

mind of man."  This sentence is taken from a letter written by Jefferson on September 23, 1800, to 

Dr. Benjamin Rush wherein he defends the constitutional refusal to recognize a state religion. 



 



 



 

 



 

  



 
The George Mason Memorial is a national memorial to Founding Father George 

Mason, the author of the Virginia Declaration of Rights that inspired the United States Bill 

of Rights. The Memorial is located in East Potomac Park within Washington, D.C. at 900 

Ohio drive, which is a part of the Tidal Basin. Authorized in 1990, with a groundbreaking 

in 2000 and dedication in 2002, the memorial includes a sculpture of Mason, a pool, trellis, 

circular hedges, and numerous inscriptions.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Mason_Memorial  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Mason_Memorial


 
The Court of Neptune, the fountain at the front of the Thomas Jefferson Building of the 
Library of Congress, along First Street, S.E., adds a dramatic note to the building. 

Passersby enjoy the play of the jets of water on the majestic bearded and muscular king 
of the sea; his sons the tritons blowing conches; the frolicking, horseback-riding Nereids 
(sea nymphs); and the water-spouting turtles, frogs, and sea serpent, placed in front of a 
grotto-like wall.  https://www.aoc.gov/capitol-grounds/neptune-fountain  

 

https://www.aoc.gov/capitol-grounds/neptune-fountain


 

 

The United States Capitol, often called 
the Capitol Building or Capitol Hill, is the 

seat of the United States Congress, 
the legislative branch of the U.S. federal 
government. It sits atop Capitol Hill, at the 
eastern end of the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. Though not at the 
geographic center of the Federal District, the 
Capitol forms the origin point for the District's 
street-numbering system and the District's 
four quadrants. 

The original building was completed in 1800 
and was subsequently expanded, 
particularly with the addition of the 
massive dome. Like the principal buildings of 
the executive and judicial branches, the 
Capitol is built in a distinctive neoclassical 
style and has a white exterior. Both its east 
and west elevations are formally referred to 
as fronts, though only the east front was 
intended for the reception of visitors and 
dignitaries. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Capitol  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Capitol


                           
The Supreme Court Building is the seat of the Supreme Court of the United States. Completed in 
1935, it is situated in Washington, D.C. at 1 First Street, NE, on the block immediately east of 
the United States Capitol.  The Supreme Court Building is built in the Neoclassical style. The public 
façade is made of marble quarried from Vermont, and that of the non-public-facing 
courtyards, Georgia marble. Most of the interior spaces are lined with Alabama marble, except for the 
Courtroom itself, which is lined with Spanish ivory vein marble. For the Courtroom's 24 columns, 
"Gilbert felt that only the ivory buff and golden marble from the Montarrenti quarries near Siena, Italy" 
would suffice.  The west façade of the building (essentially, the "front" of the court, being the side 
which faces the Capitol) bears the motto "Equal Justice Under Law,” while the east façade bears the 
motto "Justice, the Guardian of Liberty."   Seated figures: The Authority of Law (south side) and The 
Contemplation of Justice (north side) by James Earle Fraser. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Supreme_Court_Building   

https://www.oyez.org/tour (Virtual Tour of the Supreme Court Building) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_justice_under_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_(goddess)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Supreme_Court_Building
https://www.oyez.org/tour


 

Interesting view of Washington 

Monument rising out of the center of the 

dome of the National Museum of Natural 

History. 

 
The Smithsonian Institution Building, located near the National Mall in Washington, D.C. behind 

the National Museum of African Art and the Sackler Gallery, houses the Smithsonian Institution's 

administrative offices and information center. The building is constructed of Seneca red sandstone in 

the faux Norman style (a 12th-century combination of late Romanesque and early Gothic motifs; built 

in the Gothic and Romanesque revival styles) and is nicknamed The Castle. It was designated 

a National Historic Landmark in 1965. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian_Institution_Building  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smithsonian_Institution_Building


 
The Smithsonian Institution building is completed in the Gothic Revival style 

with Romanesque motifs. This style was chosen to evoke the Collegiate Gothic in England and 

the ideas of knowledge and wisdom. 

  
A statue of Joseph Henry is displayed in front of the building.  Joseph Henry (December 

17, 1797 – May 13, 1878) was an American scientist who served as the first Secretary of 

the Smithsonian Institution.    



 
Gravestone (left) and crypt (right) of James Smithson. 

James Smithson, MA, FRS (c. 1765 – 27 June 1829) was an 

English chemist  and mineralogist. He was the founding donor of the Smithsonian 

Institution.       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Smithson  

 
Inside the “Castle.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Smithson


 
Sign: “Why a Castle”?  Congress decreed that the Smithsonian would include an art 
gallery, a library, a chemical laboratory, a lecture hall, and a museum. A 28-year-old 
architect named James Renwick Jr., won the competition to create a building that could 
house all these diverse functions. There was no similar building in the US in 1846.  
Renwick designed the Smithsonian Building (now known as the Castle) in a medieval 
revival style with Gothic and Romanesque details. The style was intended to evoke the 
cloistered, scholarly atmosphere associated with such venerable English colleges as 
Oxford and Cambridge. . . When the building was finally completed in 1855, it housed all 
the functions of the fledgling institution: chemistry laboratory, natural history laboratory, 
library, a scientific demonstration room, administrative offices, lecture hall, art gallery, 
natural history museum, and even living quarters for the Institution’s first Secretary and 
his family. 
http://www.si.edu/Collections  

   
The Great Hall.                                          Collections. 

http://www.si.edu/Collections


 
Model of the Smithsonian “Castle”. 

 

  
Garden Area. 

https://www.si.edu/content/ovs/mallmap.pdf  

https://www.si.edu/content/ovs/mallmap.pdf


 
The Arts and Industries Building is the second oldest of the Smithsonian museums on 

the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Initially named the National Museum, it was built 

to provide the Smithsonian with its first proper facility for public display of its growing 

collections.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arts_and_Industries_Building  

 

 

Statue of Spencer Fullerton Baird, 1823 

– 1887.  Second Secretary of the 

Smithsonian Institution.  Pioneer in 

American Natural History. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arts_and_Industries_Building


 

 
The Arts and Industries Building was sited slightly farther back from the Mall than the Smithsonian 

Castle to avoid obscuring the view of the Castle from the Capitol. The building was designed to 

be symmetrical, composed of a Greek cross with a central rotunda. The exterior was constructed 

with geometric patterns of polychrome brick, and a sculpture entitled Columbia Protecting Science 

and Industry by sculptor Caspar Buberl was placed above the main entrance on the north side.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arts_and_Industries_Building  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arts_and_Industries_Building


 

According to the aforementioned Smithsonian 
Archives, "the first event to take place in the 
new National Museum Building was the 
Inaugural Ball for President James Garfield 
and Vice President Chester A. Arthur on March 
4, 1881.  In 1910, the natural history collections 
were moved to the new National Museum of 
Natural History, and the old National Museum 
Building was renamed the Arts and Sciences 
Building. 

In 1964 the remaining exhibitions were moved 
to the National Museum of History and 
Technology, now known as the National 
Museum of American History. 

In 1976, the rocket and aviation collections 
were moved to the National Air and Space 
Museum. That same year, the Arts and 
Industries Building reopened with 1876: A 
Centennial Exhibition, featuring the 
Philadelphia Exposition artifacts it was 
originally built to house. 

 
https://youtu.be/wZYKPC4Kvu4 (YouTube video – no narration) 

Full Walk-Through of National Air and Space Museum Washington DC  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Air_and_Space_Museum  

https://youtu.be/wZYKPC4Kvu4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Air_and_Space_Museum


 

I lived through the Space Age in the 

1950s and 1960s.  It was an awesome 

experience to walk through the National 

Air and Space Museum and to see the 

originals of space exploration that I had 

previously only seen on TV. 

 

  
Viking LANDER   https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lander-mars-viking-proof-

test-article 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lander-mars-viking-proof-test-article
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lander-mars-viking-proof-test-article


 
https://airandspace.si.edu/files/pdf/visit/multi-lingual-maps/dc-english.pdf (museum guide) 

https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc/floor-plan-guides  (floor plan guides) 

 
Saturn V F-1 engine    This F-1 Engine is on display in the Apollo to the Moon gallery. 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/rocket-engine-liquid-fuel-f-1   

https://airandspace.si.edu/files/pdf/visit/multi-lingual-maps/dc-english.pdf
https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc/floor-plan-guides
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/rocket-engine-liquid-fuel-f-1


  
(1)  Mercury Friendship 7 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/capsule-mercury-ma-6 

(2)  Pershing  and SS-20 Missiles 

https://airandspace.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/2008-10057hjpg  

 

 

 
Gemini IV - Gemini IV achieved the first 

American spacewalk, a major step toward 

living and working in space.  

On June 3, 1965, a Titan II rocket launched 

this spacecraft, Gemini IV, carrying 

astronauts James McDivitt and Edward 

White into orbit. The flight lasted four days 

and included a historic space walk by 

White, the first by an American, early in the 

mission. Ten weeks earlier, Soviet 

cosmonaut Alexei Leonov had become the 

first human to "walk in space." NASA 

broadcast the audio from White's 22-minute 

"extra-vehicular activity" (EVA) live; he 

enormously enjoyed the experience. 

 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-

objects/capsule-gemini-iv 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/capsule-mercury-ma-6
https://airandspace.si.edu/multimedia-gallery/2008-10057hjpg
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/capsule-gemini-iv
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/capsule-gemini-iv


 
Apollo Lunar Module LM-2 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lunar-module-2-apollo 

This lunar module represents one of humanity’s greatest achievements: landing people 

on another heavenly body. 

 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lunar-module-2-apollo


 
Apollo 11 Command Module Columbia 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/command-module-apollo-11 

 

 
Apollo II Command Module Hatch 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/command-module-apollo-11


 

 
Sign: Lunar Roving Vehicle (LRV).  The LRV carried two astronauts along with their life-

support systems, scientific equipment, and lunar samples on the airless, low gravity 

surface of the Moon.  It permitted travel up to 92 kilometers (57 miles) allowing the 

astronauts to place instruments and collect samples at great distances from the lunar 

module. The vehicle can operate for up to 78 hours.  The LRV was first used by the crew 

of Apollo 15, July 31-Aug.2, 1971. 



 

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/apollo-moon  

 

Sign:  Apollo to the Moon. 

Between  1969 and 1972, 12 Americans 

walked on the Moon. This achievement 

was one of the greatest feats of 

exploration in human history.  Apollo to 

the Moon displays many important 

artifacts used by astronauts in the Apollo 

lunar-landing program, as well as lunar 

rocks they brought back. Also on exhibit 

here are spacecraft and objects  from the 

Mercury and Gemini programs that 

paved the way for Apollo, and from the 

Skylab space station program that 

followed it.   

See also:  Space Race (Gallery 114), 

Milestones in Flight (Gallery 100), and 

Exploring the Moon (Gallery 112). 

https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-

dc/floor-plan-guides  

 

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/apollo-moon
https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc/floor-plan-guides
https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc/floor-plan-guides


 
Space Race, Gallery 114.  https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/space-race  

 
A display at the museum shows the docked Apollo/Soyuz configuration with the restored Apollo 

Command and Service Module used for testing prior to the mission, the back-up Docking Module, and 

a model of the Soyuz spacecraft. The Apollo–Soyuz Test Project (ASTP) 

(Russian: Экспериментальный полёт «Союз» — «Аполлон», Eksperimantalniy polyot Soyuz-

Apollon, lit. "Experimental flight Soyuz-Apollo"), conducted in July 1975, was the first joint U.S.–

Soviet space flight, as a symbol of the policy of détente that the two superpowers were pursuing at the 

time. It involved the docking of an Apollo Command/Service Module with the Soviet Soyuz 

19. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo%E2%80%93Soyuz_Test_Project  

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/space-race
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo%E2%80%93Soyuz_Test_Project


 
Skylab Orbital Workshop (left) and Hubble Space Telescope (middle) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skylab_B  (Skylab) 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/structural-dynamic-test-vehicle-hubble-

space-telescope  (Hubble telescope) 

 
Lunar Orbiter and Ranger.  Exploring the Moon, Gallery 212. 

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/apollo-to-the-moon/online/early-steps/robots-on-

moon.cfm   (Robots on the Moon) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skylab_B
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/structural-dynamic-test-vehicle-hubble-space-telescope
https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/structural-dynamic-test-vehicle-hubble-space-telescope
https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/apollo-to-the-moon/online/early-steps/robots-on-moon.cfm
https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/apollo-to-the-moon/online/early-steps/robots-on-moon.cfm


 
Surveyor.  Of the seven Surveyors launched from 1966 through 1968, five landed successfully. 
They transmitted almost 88,000 television pictures of the lunar surface back to Earth. Using the 
scoop on the extended arm of the spacecraft, they sampled lunar soil and performed chemical 
analyses of the soil and other scientific experiments. Surveyor confirmed that the lunar surface 
could support a landing craft and that astronauts would be able to walk on the Moon. 

 
Today, hundreds of civilian and military applications satellites ring the Earth, often operating side-

by-side in orbit. They provide similar services—communications, photography, remote sensing, 

weather analysis, and navigation—reaching different but occasionally overlapping communities 

of users. These satellites have become an integral part of contemporary life. We take for granted 

daily reports on weather as seen from space and television via satellite, and we have come to 

expect that satellites will be on alert to enhance national security. 



 

 

 
Barron Hilton Pioneers of Flight, Gallery 208.   Amelia Earhart set two of her many aviation 

records in this bright red Lockheed 5B Vega. In 1932 she flew it alone across the Atlantic 

Ocean, then flew it nonstop across the United States-both firsts for a woman.   

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lockheed-vega-5b-amelia-earhart 

https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/barron-hilton-pioneers-flight-gallery  

 
The Red Baron’s plane (German Fokker) 

https://airandspace.si.edu/collection-objects/lockheed-vega-5b-amelia-earhart
https://airandspace.si.edu/exhibitions/barron-hilton-pioneers-flight-gallery

