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While we were touring Washington DC, we decided to visit the Arlington National 

Cemetery.  We drove across the Potomac River on the Memorial Bridge to the site.  



 

Visitors Center:  Price of Freedom 

sculpture.  The sculpture includes a 

guardian angel holding a dying unknown 

soldier, a globe, and seven bronze 

figures at the top: five men in uniform 

representing the armed forces during 

World War II, a woman representing the 

nurse corps during World War II and a 

woman representing Rosie the Riveter.   

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/portals

/0/Docs/News/Price%20of%20Freedom.

pdf  

 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/mrp-map.htm  (Map) 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/portals/0/Docs/News/Price%20of%20Freedom.pdf
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/portals/0/Docs/News/Price%20of%20Freedom.pdf
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/portals/0/Docs/News/Price%20of%20Freedom.pdf
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/mrp-map.htm


 

 
On our way to see the most sacred shrine -- for us who remember the fateful day in 

November 22, 1963 – the Eternal Flame of President John F. Kennedy. 

  



 
The Eternal Flame at the John F. Kennedy gravesite. 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/jfk.htm  

 
And so my fellow Americans  

Ask not what your country can do for you  

Ask what you can do for your country  

My fellow citizens of the world - ask not  

What America can do for you - but what together  

We can do for the freedom of man 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/jfk.htm


 
The energy – the faith – the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our 

country and all who serve it and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 

 

 
Looking out towards the Potomac River from the JFK shrine. 



JFK quote 
With a good conscience our only sure reward  

With history the final judge of our deeds  

Let us go forth to lead the land we love - asking His blessing  

And his help - but knowing that here on earth  

God's work must truly be our own. 

 

 
Robert Kennedy gravesite – near JFK’s gravesite. 



 
Robert F. Kennedy speech (April 4, 1968 at Martin Luther King Jr. funeral): “Compassion 

toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still suffer within our 

country, whether they be white or whether they be black . . . And let's dedicate ourselves 

to what the Greeks wrote so many years ago: to tame the savageness of man and make 

gentle the life of this world. Let us dedicate ourselves to that, and say a prayer for our 

country and for our people.”  

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/rfkonmlkdeath.html  

 

 
Teddy (Theodore) Kennedy gravesite – next to Robert Kennedy’s gravesite 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/rfkonmlkdeath.html


 
We see various tombstones as we walk toward the Memorial Amphitheater. 

 

 
The Memorial Amphitheater.   

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Memorial-Amphitheater  

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Memorial-Amphitheater


 
A soldier marches back and forth in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier – at 

Memorial Amphitheater.   

 

 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier – at Memorial Amphitheater.   



 

 
Inscription:  Here rests in honored glory an American Soldier known but to God. 

 
Inside the Exhibit Hall at the Memorial Amphitheater.  The construction of the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier.  The idea of honoring the unknown dead of WWI originated in 

Europe. France and England paid such honors on Nov. 11, 1920, on the second 

anniversary of the war’s end. . . . On March 4, 1921, Congress passed a resolution to 

return an unknown US soldier from Europe and to build a Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 



 
Completion of The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  In 1926, Congress appropriated funds 

to complete the Tomb with a permanent monument. A competition was held to select the 

design of the sarcophagus and a government Jury of Award chose architect Lorimer Rich 

and sculptor Thomas Hudson Jones’ design.  Placement of the over 50 ton marble block 

took place Dec. 1931. 

 
The Medal of Honor Recipients.  The Medal of Honor is the highest award issued by the 

US.   



 
The Construction of the Memorial Amphitheater.  Because of the popularity of Memorial 

Day a much larger venue was needed. In 1903, Judge Ivory G. Kimball originated the 

concept for a “Memorial Amphitheater.”  Congress authorized its construction in 1913.   

The Amphitheater is constructed mainly of Vermont-quarried Danby marble and the 

cornerstone contains a “Memorabilia Box.” 

 

  
Memorabilia inside the Exhibit Hall. 



 
Metals and folded flag.   

 

 
More military memorabilia. 

 



 
Gifts from foreign leaders. 

 

 
An Egyptian Chariot – introduced by King Ahmos (18th dynasty to expel the Hyksos from 

Egypt. 



 

 

 

 

The people of the United States of 

America pay tribute to those members of 

its armed forces who served honorably in 

Southeast Asia during the Vietnam 

Conflict. 



 
Vietnam Veterans Plaque.  This plaque honors all veterans of the Vietnam War. It portrays 

service members of the US Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard. 

President Jimmy Carter dedicated it at Arlington National Cemetery on Veteran’s Day, 

Nov. 11, 1978. 

 
Interment and Identification of the Vietnam Unknown. Medal of Honor recipient US Marine 

Corps Sergeant Major Allan Jay Kellogg Jr. designated the Unknown service member 

from the Vietnam War during a ceremony at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on May 17, 1984.  On 

Memorial Day 1984, President Ronald Reagan presided over the funeral, and presented 

the Medal of Honor. 



 
Weapons memorabilia.   

 

            
Awaiting a changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

 



 

 

Leaving Arlington National 

Cemetery through the McClellan 

Gate.  Inscription on top: Rest on 

embalmed and sainted dead dear 

as the blood ye gave no impious 

footsteps here shall tread the 

herbage of your grave.  

 

 
Then we drove to George Washington’s Mount Vernon, which was located on the 

Potomac River, south of Washington DC.    



 
Entrance to Mount Vernon. 

 

 
Interactive map: http://www.mountvernon.org/plan-your-visit/map-of-the-estate-gardens/  

http://www.mountvernon.org/plan-your-visit/map-of-the-estate-gardens/


 
Model of the Mansion. George Washington's Mount Vernon mansion is one of the iconic 

homes from 18th-century America. 

 

                                 

 



  
Life-size sculptures of Washington’s Family (George, Martha, John Parke Custis, Martha 
Parke Custis).  The Ford Orientation Center gives visitors an overview of the Mount 
Vernon experience and introduces the real George Washington through an action 
adventure movie, We Fight to Be Free.     
       Much of Martha’s life revolved around her two young children from her first marriage, 
John Parke Custis (Jacky) and Martha Parke Custis (Patsy), both of whom were under 
five years old. Martha adored the children and tended to their every need.   George was 
a doting stepfather.  He took joy in Martha’s children and treated them as his own. 
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/martha-washington/family-life-for-the-
washingtons/  

                        

http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/martha-washington/family-life-for-the-washingtons/
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/martha-washington/family-life-for-the-washingtons/


 
Furniture from colonial era. 

 

 
1790 & 1794 – George Washington’s Treaties. 

 



 
The Mansion.  Photography prohibited inside.  Take a virtual tour at:  

http://www.mountvernon.org/   

 

http://www.mountvernon.org/


 
Outside the mansion (the back), looking towards Potomac River. 

 

 



 
Kitchen    The Kitchen was used to prepare all meals served to George and 
Martha Washington, and their many guests. 

 

 



  

Smokehouse 

The Smokehouse was used to smoke 
meat over a fire pit. 

 

 
South Garden area; archaeology in progress. 



 

 
Clerk’s Quarters.  “To copy and record letters and other papers, to keep books. . . and an 

account or articles received from and delivered to the farms. . . would constitute your 

principle employment.”  - George Washington to Albin Rawlins, Feb. 12, 1798.  After his 

retirement from the presidency, George Washington hired Albin Rawlins to perform 

clerical duties and act as his business agent, especially when travel was required. 

Rawlins, a bachelor, found this room and the loft above to be sufficient living space. The 

quarters were convenient to the Mansion study, from which Washington could quickly 

summon his clerk, and the Mansion cellar where the white servants’ dining room was 

located.  



 

 
Wash House. Vina and Dolsey were two of the slave women who worked as many as six 

days a week washing the laundry that belonged to the Washingtons, their guests, and 

some farm managers. They boiled water in a hot-water stove and plunged the laundry 

into the steaming water. The women then hand-scrubbed the fabric with soap made of 

lye and animal fat, rinsed the laundry, and dried it in the laundry yard. The washerwomen 

used irons heated in the fire or a large wooden mangle to press the laundry. It was a hot, 

dangerous, and difficult job; the slaves had to carry twenty-five to thirty buckets of water 

for each load of laundry. 



 
The Stables.             George Washington was considered the best horseman of his age 
and loved horses of all kinds. Here at Mount Vernon's stable you can see where 
Washington kept many of his horses and some of his carriages. 

 

 



 

 
Washington’s Vehicles.  George Washington had several horse-drawn vehicles. Slaves, 

including Joe, a driver, and Jack, a wagoner, took care of the Mount Vernon vehicles. 

Travel during the 18th century was difficult. Poorly maintained roads meant that even short 

journeys were hazardous and that vehicles wore out quickly. Coach houses 

accommodated the variety of vehicles which Washington used for travel, including a small 

coach similar to the one you see here. Both this example and Washington’s coach were 

made by well-known Philadelphia carriage makers David and Francis Clark.   



 

 
Riding Chair.  As a young man, George Washington acquired a riding chair similar to the 

18th century example you see here (alongside a modern reproduction). Popular in 

America and England, riding chairs could travel country lanes and back roads more easily 

that bulkier four-wheeled chariots and coaches. Riding chairs were relatively inexpensive 

in comparison with other wheeled vehicles, and the form was used by members of all 

social classes as an easy way to travel the rough Virginia terrain. 



 

Within this Enclosure Rest the remains of Gen. George Washington. 

 



 
The New Tomb, first opened in 1831, is the final resting place of 
George (right) and Martha Washington (left).  
http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/the-tombs/  

 
Plaque above tombs:  “I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord, he that believeth 

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 

shall never die.”  - St. John XI. 25-26. 

http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/the-tombs/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Two marble sarcophagi, Martha (left) and George Washington (right).  

Throughout its history as a cultural shrine, Mount Vernon has been the site of numerous 

visits from prominent politicians, heads of state, and world leaders.   You don’t need to 

be a king or dignitary to visit George Washington’s tomb at Mount Vernon. Come to Mount 

Vernon and make your own pilgrimage.  http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-

gardens/the-tombs/famous-visits-to-washingtons-tomb/  

 

http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/the-tombs/famous-visits-to-washingtons-tomb/
http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/the-tombs/famous-visits-to-washingtons-tomb/


 
George Washington oversaw all aspects of the landscape at Mount Vernon. He 

extensively redesigned the grounds surrounding his home, adopting the less formal, more 

naturalistic style of 18th century English garden landscape designer Batty Langley. 

Washington reshaped walks, roads, and lawns; cut vistas through the forest, and planted 

hundreds of native trees and shrubs.  http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-

gardens/gardens-landscapes/  

 

http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/gardens-landscapes/
http://www.mountvernon.org/the-estate-gardens/gardens-landscapes/


 

And so concluded our tour of George Washington’s Mount Vernon home – a pilgrimage 

to one of the country’s foremost shrines.   

For more information on George Washington and his Life:  

http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/george-washington/ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/george-washington/

