
     VERMONT 

’ 

On our way to Vermont, we drove through Albany and saw the State Capitol building of 

New York, a truly magnificent building.  

 
And then it was on to Vermont and the beautiful small towns and fall colors. 



  
In Vermont, we stayed overnight at Bennington and then drove up north on Hwy 7, a 

scenic drive through colorful small towns and fall harvest decorations. 

 
This is the decorative display in front of the Helmholz Fine Art Gallery in Manchester, 

VT.  http://www.manchestervermont.com/directory/helmholz-fine-art/  

http://www.manchestervermont.com/directory/helmholz-fine-art/


 
New England harvest displays were everywhere.  Fall, of course, is the best time to visit 

the New England states and to see the “Fall Colors” everywhere. 

 
The Norman Rockwell Museum Vermont celebrates the life and work of one of the United 

States’ most beloved artists. Situated on route 4 in Rutland Vermont, the Norman 

Rockwell Museum Vermont has one of the largest collections of illustrated prints and 

original magazine covers by Rockwell. http://www.destination360.com/north-

america/us/vermont/norman-rockwell-museum  

http://www.destination360.com/north-america/us/vermont/norman-rockwell-museum
http://www.destination360.com/north-america/us/vermont/norman-rockwell-museum


 
The roadsides and the hills are alive with the “fall colors” of maple, elm, birch, oak, poplar, 

hickory, and many other deciduous trees. 

http://www.discovernewengland.org/about-autumn-colors  

On average, 

the peak of 

New 

England's 

season is 

during the first 

two weeks of 

October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.discovernewengland.org/about-autumn-colors


 
Located on the Killington Mountain Road, the Chalet Killington offers the perfect location 

for your winter ski vacation or summer getaway.  We spent one night there.  Nearby 

Killington Peak is 4,241 feet (1,293 m).   http://www.chaletkillington.com/  

 
The Green Mountains are a mountain range in the U.S. state of Vermont. The range 

runs primarily south to north and extends approximately 250 miles (400 km) from the 

border with Massachusetts to that with Quebec, Canada.    All mountains in Vermont are 

often referred to as the "Green Mountains". However, other ranges within Vermont, 

including the Taconics — in southwestern Vermont's extremity — and the Northeastern 

Highlands, are not geologically part of the Green Mountains.      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Mountains  

http://www.chaletkillington.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Mountains


 
A friend of ours told us to make sure we paid a visit to Woodstock, “the prettiest small 

town in America.”  We drove there on Hwy 4 from Killington (near Rutland). We went on 

a walking tour of downtown Woodstock.    
http://www.newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/vt/central_vt/woodstock/sights/walking_tour.html  

 

http://www.newenglandtravelplanner.com/go/vt/central_vt/woodstock/sights/walking_tour.html


 

 



 
In your walks around town, look for Middle Bridge (completely rebuilt in 1969) which 

carries Mountain Avenue across the Ottauquechee River.  This is the only covered bridge 

in the town center, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodstock,_Vermont 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodstock,_Vermont


 

https://www.woodstockvt.com/pdfs/Woodstock_VT_Visitors_Guide.pdf (Visitor’s Guide) 

 

 

https://www.woodstockvt.com/pdfs/Woodstock_VT_Visitors_Guide.pdf


 
Justin Morgan sign:  On this site the progenitor of the famous Morgan breed of horses 

was owned by Sheriff William Rice about 1800.  Just Morgan took his name from that of 

the singing schoolmaster who originally brought him to Vermont, but who lost possession 

of the later famous horse to Sheriff Rice in payment of a debt.  

 

   

 

The sign intrigued me because I used 

this book in a 5th grade classroom as a 

teaching assignment.   Great story for 

students to read. 



 A Harvest Pole. 

 
Tribou Park cannon & Civil War Monument honoring Civil War veterans. 

https://www.nps.gov/mabi/upload/MABI-CW-Walking-Tour-2-1-13.pdf  

https://www.nps.gov/mabi/upload/MABI-CW-Walking-Tour-2-1-13.pdf


 
Walking up and down Elm Street & Central Street are the highlights of the walking tour. 

 

 



 
The First Congregational Church on Elm Street.   This is where we saw one of the bells 

manufactured at the Massachusetts foundry once owned by Paul Revere.  The earliest, 

dating to 1818 and purchased for $351, is on the porch of the Congregational Church.  

The 711-pound bell rang for generations in the church’s iconic tower.   

http://www.fccw.net/our-paul-revere-bell/  

 

http://www.fccw.net/our-paul-revere-bell/


 
Posing at F.H. Gillingham & Sons General Store – Since 1886. 

 

  
Woodstock Town Hall Theater.               Woodstock courthouse and library. 



    
A  Memorial to all Who have served in our nations armed forces.              Fall colors. 

          

 
Norman Williams Public Library, just off the Village Green. 



 
The Woodstock Inn & Resort is a 142-room resort located in the heart of Woodstock.    

Nestled in Vermont’s Green Mountains, the Woodstock Inn & Resort is a four-season 

gateway to New England’s heritage and personalized hospitality. Established by 

Laurance and Mary Rockefeller, today’s Inn features fine craftsmanship accented with 

elegant, artisanal amenities that reflect our authentic Vermont style and service. 

http://www.woodstockinn.com/  

 

http://www.woodstockinn.com/


 

A visit to the Woodstock Inn and Resort was the highlight of our tour.  It made us feel like 

“rich folks” when we walked inside the luxurious building. 

 



 
Painting inside the Woodstock Inn & Resort. 

 

 
Enjoying a drink on the patio of the Woodstock Inn & Resort. 



 
The back of the luxurious Woodstock Inn & Resort. 

 

 
A Cornucopia of artfully grown veggies. 

 



 

Picture yourself in this setting –  

in front of the colorful garden at the Woodstock Inn & Resort. 

 



 
We drove next to the area near the capital, Montpelier.  

https://youtu.be/yenGExpo6ZM  (YouTube video) 

  Driving on Scenic highway 100 in Vermont - Fall Colors 2016  

 

 
That’s where we discovered that there was a Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream factory in the 

vicinity (near Waterbury, near the junction of Hwy 100 and Hwy 89). 

https://youtu.be/yenGExpo6ZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yenGExpo6ZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yenGExpo6ZM


 
Of course, I had to try one of the dozens of flavors and Ben & Jerry’s.  The story and Ben 

& Jerry and their humble beginnings in the ice cream business are told here:   

http://www.benjerry.com/about-us  

 
We posed in front of the Ben & Jerry Factory before taking the 30-minute guided ice 

cream factor tour.   http://www.benjerry.com/about-us/factory-tours   

http://www.benjerry.com/about-us
http://www.benjerry.com/about-us/factory-tours


 

    
The mission of the Ben & Jerry's Foundation is to engage Ben & Jerry's employees 

in philanthropy and social change work; to give back to our Vermont communities; and 

to support grassroots activism and community organizing for social and environmental 

justice around the country. 

Flavors 



 

Stephen Colbert's AmeriCone Dream is 

a Ben & Jerry's ice cream flavor inspired 

by Stephen Colbert, host of the CBS television 

show The Late Show and former host of The 

Colbert Report on Comedy Central, and first 

released in 2007.  AmeriCone Dream 

is vanilla ice cream with fudge-covered waffle 

cone pieces and a caramel swirl. Colbert is 

donating the proceeds from the sale of 

AmeriCone Dream to charity through The 

Stephen Colbert AmeriCone Dream Fund. The 

Fund will support charities of concern to 

Colbert, such as food and medical assistance 

for disadvantaged children, helping veterans 

and their families, and environmental causes. 

Identified by co-owner Ben Cohen as the 

most patriotic flavor that Ben & Jerry's has 

ever done, Colbert also says that the flavor is 

perfect for any federal holiday. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Colbert'

s_AmeriCone_Dream 

 
Flavor Graveyard.    Ice cream flavors, like everything else, have a beginning & an end.   

Here we pay tribute to our dearly de-pinted.           
http://www.benjerry.com/flavors/flavor-graveyard  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Colbert's_AmeriCone_Dream
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Colbert's_AmeriCone_Dream
http://www.benjerry.com/flavors/flavor-graveyard


 

R.I.P – Graveyard flavors that have “passed away”:  (1) Devil’s Food Chocolate, (2) Aloha 

Macadamia, (3) Chocolate Chip cookie dough frozen yogurt, (4) Purple Passion Fruit, and 

many others.    

 
View of Ben & Jerry’s Factory from the hill of Graveyard Flavors. 



 
And so our sweet time at Ben & Jerry’s came to a “euphoric” conclusion, and we continued 

our trip through Vermont by heading east towards Montpelier, the capital. 

 

In Montpelier, we stopped at the beautiful Vermont State House, the seat of the legislative 
branch of the state government.   The first permanent settlement began in May 1787, 
when Colonel Jacob Davis and General Parley Davis arrived from Charlton, 
Massachusetts. Colonel Davis selected the name "Montpelier" after the French city 
of Montpellier. There was a general enthusiasm for things French as a result of the 
country's aid to the American colonies during the Revolutionary War.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montpelier,_Vermont  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montpelier,_Vermont


 
The distinctive 57-feet-high gold leaf dome (of the State House) is easily visible while 

approaching Montpelier, the smallest city to serve as capital of a U.S. state.  The statue 

on top is a personification of Agriculture (or the agriculture goddess Demeter/Ceres). 
The general style of the building is Neoclassical and Greek Revival and is furnished 

in American Empire, Renaissance Revival, and Rococo Revival styles. Some rooms 

have been restored to represent latter-19th-century styles including the "Aesthetic 

Movement" style.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont_State_House  

 

 

Inscription: “That frequent recurrence to 

fundamental Principles, and a firm 

adherence to Justice, Moderation, 

Temperance, Industry, and Frugality are 

absolutely necessary to preserve the 

blessings of Liberty, and keep 

Government free.  – the Constitution of 

the State of Vermont, as established by 

the General Convention, elected for that 

purpose, and held at Windsor, July 2, 

1777.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont_State_House


             
(1) Statue of Ethan Allen, the fabled leader of the Green Mountain Boys.    

(2) President Calvin Coolidge, from Vermont.     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge  

 

   

 

Ethan Allen is best known as one of the 

founders of the U.S. state of Vermont, and for 

the capture of Fort Ticonderoga early in 

the American Revolutionary War. 

  

   Inscription: “I am as resolutely 

determined to Defend the Independence 

of Vermont as Congress are that of the 

United States, and rather than fail will 

retire with hardy Green Mountain Boys 

into the desolate caverns of the 

mountains and wage war with human 

Nature at large. – Ethan Allen, 1781. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethan_Allen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethan_Allen


 

The Battle of Cedar Creek, fought October 
19, 1864, was the culminating battle of 
the Valley Campaigns of 1864 during 
the American Civil War. Confederate Lt. 
Gen. Jubal Early launched a surprise attack 
against the encamped army of Union Maj. 
Gen. Philip Sheridan, across Cedar Creek, 
northeast of Strasburg, Virginia.   

During the morning fighting, seven Union 
infantry divisions were forced to fall back and 
lost numerous prisoners and cannons. Early 
failed to continue his attack north 
of Middletown, and Sheridan, dramatically 
riding to the battlefield from Winchester, was 
able to rally his troops to hold a new defensive 
line. A Union counterattack that afternoon 
routed Early's army. 

At the conclusion of this battle, the final Confederate invasion of the North was effectively 
ended. The Confederacy was never again able to threaten Washington, D.C. through 
the Shenandoah Valley, nor protect one of its key economic bases in Virginia. The 
stunning Union victory aided the reelection of Abraham Lincoln and won Sheridan lasting 
fame. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cedar_Creek  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cedar_Creek


 
Vermont House of Representatives, restored to the way it looked in 1859. From the ceiling 
hangs the original bronze and gilt chandelier, one of America’s most important surviving 
gas fixtures.  It includes allegorical figures of Commerce, Prudence, Eloquence and 
Science alternating with four copies of Hiram Powers’ famous Greek Slave, perhaps an 
abolitionist statement in this pre-Civil War building.  Above the Speaker’s rostrum hangs 
the historic portrait of George Washngton. 

 
The Senate Chamber.  The elliptically shaped classical architecture room has a 

combination of Renaissance and Rococo Revival furnishings.  The rostrum is lit by gas 

lamps symbolizing the muses of Inspiration and Meditation. 



 Court House 

 
Interesting “sighting” of Bernie Sanders (favorite son of Vermont) in the form of Capitol 

Grounds (i.e. Bernie’s Beans). 



 
Walking on the streets of Montpelier.   

 

 
From Montpelier, we drove to the nearby Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks.   



 
The Sugar House (or Sugar Shack) has informational signs explaining the different roles 

the maple syrup equipment plays. 

 

 
Inside the Sugarhouse.  



 
The equipment used to make maple syrup.  

 

 
Harvest display at the Morse Farm. 



 
View from the Maple Trail, which is a gentle walk through the woods. 

 

 
On the Maple Trail we see how the trees are tapped, and we see all the lines that extend 

from tree to tree.  



 
View of the colorful scenery from the Hollow Inn & Motel in Barre, Vermont. 

 

 
Welcome to Barre, Granite Center of the World.  



 
Rock of Ages Quarry in Graniteville, Vermont. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_of_Ages_Corporation  

     
Granite Angel.                                                       Newspaper article about Barre Granite   

being used for the National WWII Memorial in Washington D.C. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_of_Ages_Corporation


 
The guided quarry tour takes you to an overlook of Smith Granite Quarry, at nearly 600 

feet deep, we believe it to be the largest operating deep-hole, dimension granite quarry 

in the world.   - http://www.rockofages.com/en/visitors/tours/  
 

 

http://www.rockofages.com/en/visitors/tours/


    Rock of Ages Quarry, VT  (Narrated Tour of the Quarry) 

https://youtu.be/5L9WXIGTWK4 (YouTube video) 

 

 

It is among the oldest rock on earth.  Hidden deep beneath the ground's surface, granite 

unmasks itself only after the softer, upper layers of dirt and rock have worn away, allowing 

its strength and power to be revealed.   

Granite is a rock for the ages - a rock that has withstood the test of time.  

 http://www.rockofages.com/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5L9WXIGTWK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5L9WXIGTWK4
https://youtu.be/5L9WXIGTWK4
http://www.rockofages.com/


  
Rock of Ages Corporation is a granite quarrying and finishing company located 

in Graniteville, Vermont. It was founded in 1885.    ROAC maintains the world's largest 

"deep hole" granite quarry. The quarry is called the "E. L. Smith Quarry", and 

the Devonian Barre Granite is mined there. Granite was originally quarried using primitive 

techniques which implemented hand saws and explosive charges to blast away the 

"benches" of the quarry. Modern techniques have evolved to include diamond-tipped wire 

saws and water jets.     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_of_Ages_Corporation  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_of_Ages_Corporation


 

 



 
After our great granite tour, we were ready to head along Hwy 89 south to our next 

destination – New Hampshire. 


