
   PENNSYLVANIA 

 
We entered Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from New Jersey via the Walt Whitman Bridge.  

We crossed the Delaware River.  The skyline of the city was in plain view on a clear sunny 

day.  Philadelphia was the first city that our family lived in after we came to the USA in 

1952.  We lived in the city for one year before we moved out west to California. 

 



 
We had a great view of downtown Philadelphia from our Penrose hotel room. 

 

 
The first place I wanted to visit in Philadelphia was Independence Hall, which I 

remembered seeing as a six-year-old child back in 1952.  I didn’t remember seeing the 

high-rise buildings behind the historic Independence Hall.  They spoiled the view that I 

had in my mind of what I remembered from my childhood.   

Visitors must pass through a security screening area to visit the buildings on 

Independence Square, including the Great Essentials exhibit in the West Wing. 



   
Posing in front of Independence Hall with George Washington. 

 

 
Back side of Independence Hall. 



  
Our tour of Independence Hall started in the Supreme Court Chamber.  A National Park 

ranger gave an interesting talk. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court chamber was the meeting place 

of the colony’s and (later state’s) highest court. In 1791 the U.S. Supreme Court used this court 

chamber for one session until their courtroom in City Hall (now Old City Hall) had been 

completed.  https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/independencehall.htm  

https://youtu.be/N9zrT1aliAc  Independence Hall and Liberty Bell (ranger talk) 

 

https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/independencehall.htm
https://youtu.be/N9zrT1aliAc


 
The Assembly Room of the Pennsylvania State House served as the meeting place of the 

Pennsylvania Assembly for over sixty years until the State Capital moved away from 

Philadelphia in 1799. In 1776, the Continental Congress declared Independence in this 

room, and in 1787 the U.S. Constitution was debated and signed.   

https://youtu.be/NNbJrETSJvg  Virtual tour of Independence Hall - Philadelphia 

  
A detail of the actual “rising sun” chair Washington sat in while presiding over the 

Constitutional Convention in 1787. At the signing Franklin was optimistic about the 

document and said that now he had the happiness to know that the carving on the chair 

was a rising, not a setting sun.    

https://youtu.be/NNbJrETSJvg


The West Wing of Independence Hall contains some of the nation's "Great Essentials" - 

original printed copies of the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, 

and the U.S. Constitution.  https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/westwing.htm  

  

https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/photogallery/ner/park/inde/D98778A7-155D-

451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06/D98778A7-155D-451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06.jpg  

   
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/places-greatessentialswestwing.htm  

Located in the West Wing of Independence Hall, the Great Essentials Exhibit displays 
surviving copies of the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and 
the Constitution of the United States, along with the silver inkstand that, according to 
tradition, was used during the signing of the Declaration and Constitution. These 
treasured objects reveal much about nation building. They illustrate the power of words 
and demonstrate how revelation often follows clearly expressed ideas.  
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/places-greatessentialswestwing.htm 
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs  
 

https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/westwing.htm
https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/photogallery/ner/park/inde/D98778A7-155D-451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06/D98778A7-155D-451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06.jpg
https://www.nps.gov/common/uploads/photogallery/ner/park/inde/D98778A7-155D-451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06/D98778A7-155D-451F-67CB0F5D9AB37F06.jpg
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/places-greatessentialswestwing.htm
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/places-greatessentialswestwing.htm
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs


 
Congress Hall:  The House chamber on the first floor is rather simple and featured 

mahogany desks and leather chairs. The room eventually accommodated 106 

representatives from 16 states: the 13 original states as well as the representatives from 

the new states of Vermont in 1791, Kentucky in 1792, and Tennessee in 1796. The room 

has been restored to its original appearance in 1796.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Hall  

 
Committee room of the Assembly Chamber. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Hall


 
The second floor, reserved as the chamber for the Senate, was more ornate and adorned 

with heavy red drapes. By 1796, the room featured 32 secretary desks very similar to the 

desks that are still used in the current Senate chamber in the United States Capitol; 28 of 

the desks at Congress Hall are original. 

          
American bald eagle. 



   
Portraits of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, presented as gifts from the French monarch 

following the American Revolution, hang in adjoining committee rooms.  

 
Congress Hall is a building near the intersection of Chestnut and 6th Streets 

in Philadelphia that served as the seat of the United States Congress from December 6, 

1790 to May 14, 1800.    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Hall  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Hall


 
Inside the Liberty Bell Center, visitors pass through a number of exhibits about the bell 

before reaching the Liberty Bell itself. Due to security concerns following an attack on the 

bell by a visitor with a hammer in 2001, the bell is hung out of easy reach of visitors, who 

are no longer allowed to touch it, and all visitors undergo a security screening. 

 
The Liberty Bell is an iconic symbol of American independence. Formerly placed in the steeple of the 

Pennsylvania State House (now renamed Independence Hall), the bell today is located in the Liberty 

Bell Center in Independence National Historical Park. The bell was commissioned from 

the London firm of Lester and Pack (today the Whitechapel Bell Foundry) in 1752, and was cast with 

the lettering "Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof," 

a Biblical reference from the Book of Leviticus (25:10). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell


 

 

Today, the Liberty Bell weighs 2,080 pounds (940 kg). Its metal is 70% copper and 
25% tin, with the remainder consisting of lead, zinc, arsenic, gold and silver. It hangs from 
what is believed to be its original yoke, made from American elm.   Professor Constance 
M. Greiff, in her book tracing the history of Independence National Historical Park, wrote 
of the Liberty Bell:  The Liberty Bell is the most venerated object in the park, a national 
icon. It is not as beautiful as some other things that were in Independence Hall in those 
momentous days two hundred years ago, and it is irreparably damaged. Perhaps that is 
part of its almost mystical appeal. Like our democracy it is fragile and imperfect, but it has 
weathered threats, and it has endured.   (Wikipedia) 



 

 

The inscription on the bell is: 

PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL 

THE LAND UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS 

THEREOF LEV. XXV. V X. 
BY ORDER OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 

PROVINCE OF PENSYLVANIA FOR THE 

STATE HOUSE IN PHILADA 
PASS AND STOW 

PHILADA 
MDCCLIII 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bWVQS7hpr34

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell 

 

https://youtu.be/bWVQS7hpr34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell


 
Mural at the visitor’s center.  In a colonial marketplace, a woman (bottom left) reads the 

new constitution to see what’s there for women – and there’s really nothing (for them) at 

that point in time. 

  
Statue of John Barry (Naval officer)          Statue of Robert Morris (Statesman) 

https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/plaques-and-statues-in-the-park.htm  

https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/plaques-and-statues-in-the-park.htm


  
The City Tavern is a replica of a historic 18th-century building located at 138 South 2nd 

Street, intersection of Second and Walnut Streets. It was the favorite meeting place of 

many of the Founding Fathers.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Tavern 

 
We tried a selection of the “Ales of the Revolution”: George Washington’s Tavern Porter, 

Thomas Jefferson’s 1774, Poor Richard’s Tavern Spruce, and Alexander Hamilton’s 

Federalist Ale.  https://www.citytavern.com/libations/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Tavern
https://www.citytavern.com/libations/


 
Many celebrities visited the City Tavern, including Hillary Clinton. 

 

 
We continued our walk from Independence Square down to the Waterfront. There wasn’t 

much to the area around the river except a few buildings and parking areas.   



 
There was, however, a good view of the Delaware River and the Ben Franklin Bridge, a 

suspension bridge connecting Philadelphia and Camden, New Jersey. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin_Bridge  

 

 
There was a short esplanade that we took advantage of for a short walk. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin_Bridge


 

 
On the way back to the downtown area, we encountered the Irish/Scottish Memorial at 

the southeast corner of Front and Chestnut Streets.  The bronze sculpture, which includes 

35 life-sized figures, depicts the cruel starvation which claimed one million Irish lives 

between 1845 to 1850 and the indomitable spirit of those who arrived safely in a new 

world.  http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/places/irish-scottish-memorial  

http://www.delawareriverwaterfront.com/places/irish-scottish-memorial


 
I couldn’t resist taking a picture of this comical poster in the window of a restaurant.  

Why the Pope Really Came to Philly: “Blessed are Philadelphians for they invented 

Cheesesteaks.” 

      
This statue or Religious Liberty and the Declaration of Indepedence on the wall of the 

National Museum of American Jewish History caught my attention.  The 25-foot carrara 

marble monument was rededicated by the Order B’nai B’rith and Israelites of America in 

commemoration of the Centennial Anniversary of American Independence.   

The allegorical monument represents liberty protecting religious freedom.   

http://www.philart.net/art/Religious_Liberty/317.html  

http://www.philart.net/art/Religious_Liberty/317.html


                       
Girard Trust Bank & Building, Broad & Chestnut    View towards City Hall (south façade) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritz-Carlton_Philadelphia  

                      
1. Since its completion 30 years after construction began in 1871, City Hall has dominated the Center City 

Philadelphia skyline. At Penn Square, the building is still the world's tallest masonry load bearing structure, 

made of 88 million bricks and thousands of tons of stone. City Hall is the nation's most elaborate seat of 

municipal government. It is the finest example of the French Second Empire style, widely used in Late 19th 

Century public buildings.    

2. Plaque: In Commemoration of the Dutch Settlements on the Delaware. 1823-1864 

http://www.philart.net/landmark/City_Hall/7.html  http://www.philart.net/landmarks.html    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritz-Carlton_Philadelphia
http://www.philart.net/landmark/City_Hall/7.html
http://www.philart.net/landmarks.html


                                  
Underground Courtyard below City Hall                      Entrance to Courtyard, archway  

 

   

William Penn’s Prayer for Philadelphia, 

1684 

"And thou, Philadelphia, the virgin settlement  

of this province - named before thou were born -  

what love, what care, what service and what  

travail there have been to bring thee forth  

and to preserve thee from such as would abuse  

and defile thee.   

Oh that thou mayest be kept from the evil  

that would overwhelm thee; that faithful  

to the God of thy mercies, in the life of  

righteousness, thou mayest be preserved to  

the end.   

My soul prays to God for thee that thou  

mayest stand in the day of trial, that thy  

children may be blest and thy people saved  

by his power." 

http://www.philart.net/art/William_Penn_s_Prayer_for_Philadelphia_1684/689.html  

http://www.philart.net/art/William_Penn_s_Prayer_for_Philadelphia_1684/689.html


         
Equestrian statue of Gen. McClellan                Façade of North Pavilion 

http://www.philart.net/art/City_Hall_North_Pavilion/67.html   

        
1. The Masonic Temple is a historic Masonic building in Philadelphia. Located at 1 North Broad 

Street, directly across from Philadelphia City Hall, it serves as the headquarters of the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania, Free and Accepted Masons.  http://pamasonictemple.org/temple/ (tour) 

2. Sign: Philadelphia, Founded by William Penn. Laid out in 1682. Chartered a city, 1701.  

Pennsylvania’s capital until 1799, the nation’s to 1800.  County was one of Pennsylvania’s original 

three, formed 1682 and consolidated with city in 1854. Name means “City of Brotherly Love.” 

http://www.philart.net/art/City_Hall_North_Pavilion/67.html
http://pamasonictemple.org/temple/


 

 
Benjamin Franklin, Craftsman  

For the occasion of their 250th anniversary, the Pennsylvania Freemasons commissioned artist 

Joseph Brown to design a larger than life-size sculpture of Benjamin Franklin to be installed near 

their headquarters at the Masonic Temple at 1 North Broad Street (across from City Hall). This 

colossal figure of a young Benjamin Franklin working at a printing press was intended to 

memorialize Franklin as a printer and an artist, and to serve as a reminder of the dignity of the 

craftsman. The sculpture was dedicated and gifted to the City of Philadelphia on June 27, 1981.  

http://www.associationforpublicart.org/artwork/benjamin-franklin-craftsman-or-young-ben-

franklin/     http://www.dcmemorials.com/index_indiv0006527.htm  

 
Center Square area, J.F. Kennedy Blvd. & Broad (north façade of City Hall) 

http://www.associationforpublicart.org/artwork/benjamin-franklin-craftsman-or-young-ben-franklin/
http://www.associationforpublicart.org/artwork/benjamin-franklin-craftsman-or-young-ben-franklin/
http://www.dcmemorials.com/index_indiv0006527.htm


 
Temple University Campus, Philadelpha  http://route.temple.edu/ (map) 

 
Mitten Hall, on Broad Street.  According to a Temple document, "The building was built 

to serve as a place for students and faculty to gather outside of the classroom, and a 

place to hold dances, plays and meetings. The idea of a building for this purpose was 

new to the American college scene as well as to Temple students. Mitten Hall was one of 

the first buildings of its type in the country."  Its ornate architecture impressed and served 

well generations of students. http://www.wrti.com/wrtifriend/mittenhall.html  

http://route.temple.edu/
http://www.wrti.com/wrtifriend/mittenhall.html


 
Conwell Hall 

 

 
Broad Street runs through the middle of the Temple Campus 



       
Philadelphia City Hall, located at 1 Penn Square, is the seat of government for 

the city of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania. At 548 ft. (167 m), 

including the statue of city founder William Penn atop it, it was the tallest 

habitable building in the world from 1894 to 1908. 

 
The bronze statue of the founder of Philadelphia and all of Pennsylvania is 37’ tall and 

weighs 27 tons.   http://www.dcmemorials.com/index_indiv0006522.htm  

http://www.dcmemorials.com/index_indiv0006522.htm


  
While we were in Philadelphia, we decided to visit the nearby Valley Forge National 

Historical Park, the site of the third winter encampment of the Continental Army during the American 

Revolutionary War, taking place from December 19, 1777 to June 19, 1778. The National Historical 

Park preserves the site and interprets the history of the Valley Forge encampment. Originally Valley 

Forge State Park, it became a national historical park in 1976. The Park contains historical buildings, 

recreated encampment structures, memorials, museums, and recreation facilities.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_Forge_National_Historical_Park  

 
A replica of George Washington on his white horse in the Visitor Center. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_Forge_National_Historical_Park


 

 
The Washington Memorial Chapel and National Patriots Bell Tower carillon sit atop a hill at the center 

of the present park. The chapel is the legacy of Rev. Dr. W. Herbert Burk. Inspired by Burk's 1903 

sermon on Washington's birthday, the chapel is a functioning Episcopal Church, built as a tribute to 

Washington and the American Patriots of the Revolution.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Memorial_Chapel  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Memorial_Chapel


 
Sign:  This tower is dedicated by the National Society Daughters of the American 

Revolution to those patriots of the Revolutionary War whose faith and courage won and 

established American freedom and to those heroes of World Wars I and II who defended 

and preserved that blessed heritage.   1944 
 

  
Inside the Washington Memorial Chapel   http://wmchapel.org/heritage/gallery/ 

http://wmchapel.org/heritage/gallery/


             
Washington statue (exterior of bell tower)   Washington Window (36 scenes of his life) 

 
The Justice Bell (aka "The Women's Liberty Bell") is a notable replica of the Liberty Bell, created as 

a symbol for women's suffrage in America.   The Justice Bell was commissioned by suffragist, 

Katherine Wentworth Ruschenberger in 1915 and was cast by the Meneely Bell Foundry in Troy, NY. 

The Justice Bell is a replica of the Liberty Bell, with a few minor design differences. The Justice Bell 

does not a have a crack and the words, "Establish Justice" were added after "Proclaim Liberty" on the 

top line of the inscription. Also, as a symbol of how women were being silenced, the bell's clapper was 

chained to the side of the bell, not to be loosened until women were permitted to vote. The Justice Bell 

was sounded at a ceremony held on the steps of Independence Hall in Philadelphia on September 25, 

1920, celebrating the 19th Amendment, which had been ratified on August 18, 1920. 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice_Bell_(Valley_Forge)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice_Bell_(Valley_Forge)


  
Nearby Chapel Cabin shop (food, gifts, souvenirs) 

 

  

Statue of Major General Friedrich 

Wilhelm Baron von Steuben, erected by 

the National German American Alliance, 

1915.     Sculptor J. Otto Schweizer. 

He served as inspector general and major 

general of the Continental Army during 

the American Revolutionary War. He is 

credited with being one of the fathers of the 

Continental Army in teaching them the 

essentials of military drills, tactics, and 

disciplines. He wrote Regulations for the Order 

and Discipline of the Troops of the United 

States, the book that served as the 

standard United States drill manual until 

the War of 1812. He served as 

General George Washington's chief of staff in 

the final years of the war. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_W

ilhelm_von_Steuben  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Wilhelm_von_Steuben
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Wilhelm_von_Steuben


Valley Forge Park has nine major tour stops that follow the 10-mile Encampment Tour 

Route. This driving tour can take anywhere from 20 minutes to upwards of 2 hours 

depending on how often you stop. The tour takes you past some of the most scenic views 

of the park and to many historic monuments and sites.   

https://www.nps.gov/vafo/planyourvisit/maps.htm      https://www.nps.gov/vafo/index.htm  

 

 

Sign: Training for Victory.  The Grand 

Parade, here at the center of the 

encampment, is the only terrain expansive 

enough for drilling massed brigades.  In 

simulated battle, Steuben sends troops back 

and forth across rough ground, preparing for 

the impending campaign against the British.  

“Fix…bayonets” - Steuben stressed bayonet 

drill.  Before this time, the Americans had 

never been trained in close fighting.  Yet 

bayonet charges decided the outcome of 

most battles in the 18th century. 

  

 
Sign: The Grand Parade.   To celebrate the signing of the French Treaty of Alliance,  George 
Washington reviews the troops of the  entire encampment May  6, 1778. The  Grand Parade 
becomes a showplace for the newly trained and disciplined Continental Army – a tribute to Baron 
von Steuben’s intensive drilling.  The signing of  the Treaties of Commerce and Alliance with 
France was a crucial step toward victory .  For the first time, a major power officially recognized 
the independence of the US, assuring a steady of foreign aid.  France soon became Great 
Britain’s open enemy.  

https://www.nps.gov/vafo/planyourvisit/maps.htm
https://www.nps.gov/vafo/index.htm


Sign: Varnum’s Quarters.  When 

he moved in, General James 

Varnum used one room as both 

living quarters and brigade 

headquarters, and even held 

general courts martial.  The 

owners, David and Elizabeth 

Stephens and their family, were 

allowed to remain in the rest of 

the house.  A large portion of 

their farmland was used for the 

Grand Parade.  When Varnum’s 

hut was completed, he joined his 

Rhode Island and Connecticut 

brigades hutted on both sides of 

the road near Stephens’ home.  

 

 
Sign: To build a Redoubt.  The earthworks today appear to be giant molehills.  But it took complex 

engineering to construct them.  A deep ditch was excavated in front, to slow an attacking enemy. 

The dirt was heaped into gabions – baskets of interwoven branches.  Bundles of branches called 

fascines were piled outside and inside the wall to protect the defenders, then the entire work was 

usually covered with sod to absorb cannon fire.  Here at Redoubt 3, the inside walls were faced 

with stakes.  Sod was scarce in the mud-charmed encampment. Though partially reconstructed, 

Redoubt 3 is built on remnants of the original site.    



 

 
Sign: Artillery Park. Some redoubts and earthworks went unarmed. Most cannons at Valley Forge 

were kept in the Artillery Park near the center of the encampment. From here guns could be 

rushed to the point of attack. The Artillery Park gave the Americans a flexible defense. But camp 

roads were deep in mud; horses were starving.  It may be fortunate that an attack never came.  

Brigadier General Henry Knox commanded and trained the Continental Artillery. Brigades 

handled a variety of cannons. Though some were cast in America, many guns were acquired from 

the French or captured from the British.   



 

  

Sign: Why Valley Forge?  

Location Matters.  Just 20 miles outside 

Philadelphia, Valley Forge was close 

enough to monitor British army activities 

but far enough away to prevent a surprise 

attack.  Washington used this hilly 

country to his advantage, building 

defensive lines on the ridges overlooking 

Philadelphia to the east and nestling the 

camp against the Schuylkill River to 

prevent attack from the north.  From here 

he also could protect the outlying 

regions, including York, where the 

Continental Congress had fled. The area 

had abundant fresh water, trees for 

shelter and firewood, and food and 

forage from local farms.   . . .  

(After the British captured Philadelphia 

…) 

The move to Valley Forge prevented the 

British from making any inroads into 

Pennsylvania’s interior, still heavy with 

supplies.   



 
Sign:  North of the River, Supporting the Winter Camp. The land just across the Schuylkill River 

played a vital role in the winter encampment. Provisions and armaments from throughout the 

region were brought there, and the army built a bridge for access across the river just downstream 

of this point. The commissary and a hospital were established there, and a farmers’ market was 

set up to sell goods and food to the soldiers. From that side of the river, the army could better 

monitor British movements to the north and east. When the camp on this side of the river became 

too foul, General Washington ordered the army to move to the north side.   

 

At Washington’s Headquarter. 
Did you Know?  Who owned the building – Isaac Potts.  Did Washington sleep here – yes.  Are 
the furnishings authentic – majority are reproductions.  Restoration of building in 1975.  



 

 

 

Washington’s Headquarters 

Valley Forge: An American Symbol.   

Welcome to Washington’s Headquarters, 

site of General Washington’s command post 

and living quarters during the winter 

encampment of 1777-78.  The  War  of  

Independence was in the third year of an  8-

and-a-half year struggle when the 

Continental Army established its winter camp 

across thousands of acres here. The six-

month Valley Forge Encampment was a 

defining moment in American history not 

because a great battle was fought here, but 

because of the extreme hardship endured 

during that winter and the national resolve 

that emerged from the experience. These 

came to symbolize the American spirit and 

the fight for freedom and self-governance. 

  What you see today looks very different 

from the 1777 scene. Long gone  are the 

original industrial village and the wooden 

huts and the fortifications that defined the 

camp. 



 
Sign: Washington chooses a Winter Camp. Balancing Urgent Needs.  The decision to winter at 

Valley Forge was made by General Washington in consultation with his officers and aides.  It was 

a compromise to appease the Continental Congress, who wanted a more aggressive winter 

campaign; the Pennsylvania government, who wanted citizens’ land and property protected; and 

Washington, who wanted a safe and strategic place to rest and protect the troops during the 

winter. Washington led the army into Valley Forge on December 19, 1777. They would stay until 

June of the following year. 

 

George Washington, a leader of a New 

Nation.   

Washington led the nation across a quarter 

of a century – far longer than any other 

person in American history. He sought 

positions of leadership throughout his life, 

ranging from junior military officer to 

President of the United States. What made 

him such a transformational leader? His 

drive was tempered with humility and 

honesty; his accomplishments in positions 

varying from plantation owner to 

Commander in Chief are evidence of his 

intelligence, vision, practicality, and iron self-

discipline. Most telling – colleagues all noted 

that he acted based on fairness and respect 

for others.  . . . By accepting leadership of the 

Continental Army and challenging the most 

powerful army in the world, he risked 

everything: had the British won, he would 

have  been hanged. 



 

 

Sign: George Washington, Commander-in-

Chief.  Washington’s strategy for defeating 

the British was simple and expedient: prevail 

in a war of attrition. But by the time of Valley 

Forge, the makeshift nature of the army 

threatened that strategy and the army’s very 

survival.    Here, Washington used every skill 

and strength to overcome the fundamental 

problems that threatened to bring down the 

Revolution. His reforms, including 

standardizing training, organizing a steady 

supply of food and material, lengthening 

recruitments, appointing officers based on 

merit, and guaranteeing officer pensions, all 

served the fundamental purpose of 

supporting a visible force that could 

withstand the British for as long as it might 

take.  

  
George Washington ran the Revolution from the small, urgently busy house we now call 

Washington’s Headquarters.   



 
Military Standards, Framework for the American Army.   Building a Skilled Army, Training, 

Discipline and Remarkable Results.  

 
Out of Many, One.  Birthplace of the American Army.  Strengthened by the training it had received, 

nine days after leaving Valley Forge the Continental Army faced the Crown Forces at the battle 

of Monmouth, New Jersey.  At the end of a long, hot day of fighting, Washington’s army held the 

field as the British withdrew to New York.  Although it was not a major tactical victory, the 

psychological impact of this battle was great. The Continental Army showed that it had emerged 

from Valley Forge as a more formidable military force.   



       

 
1. Washington’s Inner Circle.  The characteristics he sought in an aide were education, common 

sense and even temperament, writing ability, and exceptional penmanship. Military knowledge 

was not mandatory. . . Many saw Washington, at age 46, as a mentor and father figure.  . . He 

considered his ‘military family’ his confidants and friends.  

  

2. The Brightest & the Best. Selecting a Few Good Men.  Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hamilton 

and Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens.  

  

3. Martha Washington, a Loyal Wife and Confidante.  She and George had been married for 18 

years by the winter of 1777.  She journeyed to the army’s winter camp to be with him.  She ran 

the military household, supervised the servants (pictured: Hannah Till, William Lee, Elizabeth 

Thompson), entertained officers’ wives, received guests, and hosted elegant dinners attended by 

Congressmen and local and foreign dignitaries.  Her loyalty to her husband was unwavering, and 

she continued her winter camp visits for the duration of the war.     



 

 
What happened to the house after the revolution? The property was used as a family 

home until 1878 when it was purchased by the Centennial and Memorial Association of 

Valley forge for the purpose of preservation and commemoration of the encampment.  In 

1893 the State of Pennsylvania acquired the home and surrounding lands – forming the 

state’s first state park.  In 1976 stewardship passed to the National Park Service. 



  
Rooms inside the Washington’s Headquarters.  Front Parlor & Private Office. 

https://youtu.be/jJeY2rZINvI Take a private tour with Park Ranger, Scott Houting, of one of 

the Park's most visited sites, Washington's Headquarters. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/jJeY2rZINvI


 
Washington’s bedroom. 

 

 
Multi-purpose room. 



 
Guestroom. 

 

 
Attic – the Garret.  Extra sleeping quarters. 



 
Kitchen -- large open hearth area.  Swiveling crane.  Beehive oven. 

 

 
Table, and dining cabinet.  

 



 
Forging a Nation:  1. Iron Making in Colonia America.  Center of Iron Making. For a century, the 

busy village that became known as Valley Forge owed its livelihood to the iron forges that were 

built along Valley Creek.  Iron was the most important metal in colonial America. The manufacture 

of iron was essential to supply materials to the growing colonies for construction, agriculture, 

trade, and even warfare. 

 

 



 

 
3. Iron Making on Valley Creek. . . . Turning iron ore into a useable form required several 
processes.  In the first, blast furnaces such as Warwick Furnace, fifteen miles west, smelted iron 
ore to produce bars, or “pigs,” of brittle iron. This crude iron contained sizeable amounts of 
impurities and needed to be further worked to be useable. The second process took place at 
finery forges such as Valley Forge. Through reheating and hammering, refining eliminated the 
impurities and turned crude iron into wrought iron, a more tough and malleable form. Wrought 
iron was sent on to blacksmiths for shaping into tools, hardware, and other products. 



 

 
4. War Comes to Valley Forge. In early 1777, the forge and its many outbuildings drew the 

attention of the Continental Army as a place to store large quantities of material, including food 

and supplies such as candles, tomahawks, camp kettles, horseshoes, entrenching tools, and 

axes.  Despite the concern of forge owner William Dewees, Jr. that these supplies would attract 

the attention of British troops, the army assured him that the site was readily defensible and that 

the stores would be moved prior to any threat. . . . The supplies did attract the British, who 

marched toward Valley Forge in September, shortly after winning the Battle of Brandywine. 



 

 
5. The Forge Discovered.  Valley Forge was established as a state park in 1893. In the late 1920s, 

the park commission began to test the area around Valley Creek to locate the sites of the forges 

that had stood here.  It was likely that the remains were buried in the many feet of silt that had 

accumulated behind the dams on the creek. In July, 1929, workers discovered part of a small 

stone wall, and a two-year excavation began.  The foundation walls of a fore structure measuring 

about 35 feet square were uncovered from under seven feet of silt. 



 
The village of Valley Forge. Valley Forge recovered from the devastation of the encampment and 

grew into a busy manufacturing community.  Wharves at the foot of Valley Creek enabled loading 

of products onto the new canal. A railroad built in the 1840s provided even faster transportation 

to Philadelphia and beyond. But as industry moved to the cities in the 19 th century, the village 

declined.  After Pennsylvania established a park here in 1893, most buildings that post-dated the 

encampment were demolished, creating a park landscape that while beautiful, obscures many 

layers of history. 

  
Three months before the winter encampment, the British swept through on Sept. 18, 1777 and 

burned the forge and other buildings. Much-needed supplies were lost, despite the desperate 

attempt of a small Continental force to transport them across the Schuylkill River to safety.   



 
Commander in Chief’s Guards, an Elite Security Force.  Always present, Washington’s guard 

occupied huts here. This special detachment was created to protect the Commander in Chief, his 

official family, and his equipment, supplies, and papers. Washington required that each life guard, 

as they called themselves, be a native born American. It was assumed such men would be loyal, 

as they had a vested interest in the success of the war. Today this tradition continues in the form 

of the Third United States Infantry, a unit that stands guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

in Arlington.  

 



 

 

American Icon.  Americans of the 

Revolutionary era looked to ancient Rome 

and Greece as models of republican ideals. 

This statue, a bronze copy of the original 

marble which has stood in the rotunda of the 

Virginia State capitol since 1796, includes 

both classical and also American symbols 

that would have been familiar to Americans 

of the time. George Washington is depicted 

as a modern Cincinnatus, the Roman farmer 

and general who left his farm to save the 

Roman Republic, and then voluntarily 

returned to his plow. . . .The Father of our 

Country wears his military uniform but carries 

a civilian walking cane rather than his sword, 

which has been set aside. He stands by a 

farmer’s plowshare, a symbol of his love of 

peace and agriculture. He rests his hand  on 

a bundle of rods called a fasces, a Roman 

symbol of civil authority.  Here, the thirteen 

rods represent the joining of the original 

states and the strength gained from that 

unity.

 



 

  

 

 
National Memorial Arch. Front:  To the Officers and Private Soldiers of the Continental 

Army, December 19, 1777 – June 19, 1778.  Back: Naked and starving as they are we 

cannot enough admire the incomparable patience and fidelity of the soldiery. 

https://youtu.be/ba-SPYF5edU      https://www.nps.gov/vafo/learn/historyculture/arch.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Memorial_Arch   

https://youtu.be/ba-SPYF5edU
https://www.nps.gov/vafo/learn/historyculture/arch.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Memorial_Arch


 

Pennsylvania Freemason’s Revolutionary 

War Monument, 1997. Inscription:  

In remembrance of the Continental Army 

led by George Washington, 

a member of the Masonic Fraternity, 

and in honor of the many Freemasons 

who were part of the encampment at this 

site, 

the Freemasons of Pennsylvania place this 

monument so that future generations will 

know 

that freedom was as important in 1997 

as it was in 1777 – 1778.” 

Edward O. Weisser 
R.W. Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of 
F. & A. M. of Pennsylvania 
 
Dedicated August 24 1997 

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMB2E5_Pennsylvania_Freemasons_Revolutionary_W

ar_Monument_Valley_Forge_PA  

 
Near Washington's Headquarters is the Valley Forge Train Station, now owned by 

the park. The station was completed in 1911 by the Reading Railroad and was the point 

of entry to the park for travelers who came by rail through the 1950s from Philadelphia, 

23.7 miles (38.1 km) distant.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_Forge_National_Historical_Park  

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMB2E5_Pennsylvania_Freemasons_Revolutionary_War_Monument_Valley_Forge_PA
http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMB2E5_Pennsylvania_Freemasons_Revolutionary_War_Monument_Valley_Forge_PA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_Forge_National_Historical_Park


 

 

Resources: 

A Lost World (1600-1680) - Philadelphia: The Great Experiment 

https://youtu.be/f6LMIb29-Jg  

In Penn's Shadow (1680-1720) - Philadelphia: The Great Experiment  

https://youtu.be/-31iitsBAh0  

Franklin's Spark (1720-1765) - Philadelphia: The Great Experiment 

https://youtu.be/5vLw_xGtXYI  

Philadelphia: The Great Experiment, Series (9 Videos) 
 https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXPeZVV0erTz83OyYjD8yjF  
 
Independence, directed by John Huston  
https://youtu.be/sVnAlTw4LBw   Visitor Center      

Independence, directed by John Huston, runs 28 minutes. This film tells the story of the 

founding of the United States through the eyes of Ben Franklin, John Adams and other 

key figures from the Revolutionary War period.  

Independence Hall (Assembly Room) - Park Ranger Presentation 

- https://youtu.be/GN8F_p2lQYk 

Valley Forge National Historical Park Aerial Footage https://youtu.be/Mrr5eD7hd88  

Valley forge The crucible https://youtu.be/qBBVAIyqUIo (50:04) 

Valley Forge History Documentary https://youtu.be/n37TysDYXPI  

Liberty's Kids #24 Valley Forge https://youtu.be/SM-e8KUOXU0  

https://youtu.be/f6LMIb29-Jg
https://youtu.be/-31iitsBAh0
https://youtu.be/5vLw_xGtXYI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwEWxvgiPVsXPeZVV0erTz83OyYjD8yjF
https://youtu.be/sVnAlTw4LBw
https://youtu.be/GN8F_p2lQYk
https://youtu.be/Mrr5eD7hd88
https://youtu.be/qBBVAIyqUIo
https://youtu.be/n37TysDYXPI
https://youtu.be/SM-e8KUOXU0

