
NIAGARA FALLS 

 
After our long trip across the state of New York, we finally arrived at our destination: 

Niagara Falls.   

 

 
We spent most of our time at the Niagara Falls State Park. 



 
Our first view of the wide Niagara River as it flowed toward the falls. 

    

 
The river seemed to flow faster the closer we came to the falls. 

 



 
From our hotel on Rainbow Blvd. we walked on Buffalo Avenue along a river trail that 

led to American Falls.  

 
Here we saw the Niagara River, which had split into two sections – one flowing towards 

American Falls, and the other towards Horseshoe Falls – rushing rapidly towards the 

American Falls. 



 
We crossed over on a walkway to Goat Island for a beautiful view of American Falls.   

John Stedman - an early pioneer and miller - kept a herd of goats on the island. The 

animals all died in the terrible winter of 1780, but gave the island its name.   

http://www.niagarafallslive.com/goat_island_in_niagara_falls_new_york.htm  

  
The Maid of the Mist boat on its way to a close-up view of both falls.  Photo 

http://www.niagarafallslive.com/goat_island_in_niagara_falls_new_york.htm


 
Photo opportunity of American Falls and Rainbow Bridge, the bridge that connects the 

USA and Canada. 

 



 
A trail leads down to Luna Island, which provides a closer look at the American Falls.   

 

 
A boat from the Canadian side named the “Hornblower.” 



 
A view of Horseshoe Falls, aka Canadian Falls, as most of it lies in Canada.   

 
 Approximately 90% of the Niagara River, after diversions for hydropower generation, flows over 

Horseshoe Falls. The remaining 10% flows over the American Falls. It is located between Terrapin 

Point on Goat Island in the US state of New York, and Table Rock on the Ontario side of the falls. 

According to official U.S. Geological Survey maps, approximately two-thirds of Horseshoe Falls is 

located in Ontario, Canada with the remaining one-third in New York, United States.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_Falls  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoe_Falls


 
The mist from the falls provides special effects in the photos taken. 

 

 



 
Another view of the Niagara River flowing towards the American Falls, with Horseshoe 

Falls in the background.   

 

 
A small part of the Niagara River flows between Goat Island and Luna Island.   



 
As the mist flows upwards from the falls, a rainbow is formed, which I happened to 

photograph with the Rainbow Bridge in the background.  

 

 



 
Tesla Monument at Goat Island, Niagara Falls, New York.  Gift of Yugoslavia to the United 

States, 1976.   Nikola Tesla designed the first hydro-electric power plant in Niagara 

Falls.  This was the final victory of Tesla's Alternating Current over Edison's Direct 

Current.  The monument was the work of Croatian sculptor Frane Krsinic.   

http://www.teslasociety.com/niagarafalls_tesla.htm  

 
Nikola Tesla (1856-1943), inventor of alternating current induction motor.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikola_Tesla    

http://www.teslasociety.com/niagarafalls_tesla.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikola_Tesla


 
View of bridge connecting Goat Island and the city of Niagara Falls.   

 

  
View from the Observation Tower (on Niagara Falls city side) of Prospect Point and the 

place where the Maid of the Mist boat tour is located. 

 



 

 

From largest to smallest, the three waterfalls 

are the Horseshoe Falls, the American 

Falls  and the Bridal Veil Falls. The 

Horseshoe Falls lie mostly on the Canadian 

side and the American Falls entirely on the 

American side, separated by Goat Island. 

The smaller Bridal Veil Falls are also on the 

American side, separated from the other 

waterfalls by Luna Island. Located on 

the Niagara River, which drains Lake 

Erie into Lake Ontario, the combined falls 

form the highest flow rate of any waterfall in 

the world that has a vertical drop of more 

than 165 feet (50 m). Niagara Falls were 

formed when glaciers receded at the end of 

the Wisconsin glaciation (the last ice age), 

and water from the newly formed Great 

Lakes carved a path through the Niagara 

Escarpment en route to the Atlantic Ocean. 

More than six million cubic feet (168,000 m3) 

of water falls over the crest line every minute 

in high flow, and almost four million cubic feet 

(110,000 m3) on average.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niagara_Falls  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niagara_Falls


 
https://youtu.be/JFiRg7FwcdM (my YouTube video) 
Niagara Falls, New York - from the Observation Deck, Fall 2016  
 

 

https://youtu.be/JFiRg7FwcdM


 

Observation Tower. 

 

View from the Observation Tower. 



 
The Great Lakes Garden.  Lawn areas planted in shape of the Great Lakes. 

 

 
Native American Statue at Niagara Falls State Park By LeeAnn McLane Goetz  
Chief Clinton Rickard of the Tuscarora Indians is honored in Niagara Falls State Park, New York.  
Clinton Rickard (1882-1971) was a Tuscarora chief known for founding the Indian Defense 
League, and for promoting Native American sovereignty. He worked for free passage of Native 
Americans across the US-Canada border, and to prevent the flooding of the Tuscarora 
Reservation.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Rickard  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clinton_Rickard


  
Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino. 

 

 
Artistic eagle in the lobby of the Seneca Casino. 

 



 
On our second day at Niagara Falls, we went on the Maid of the Mist Boat tour. 

 



 

https://youtu.be/WGxu3X73loo (My YouTube video) 

Niagara Falls, Lady of the Mist boat ride, part 1 

 

https://youtu.be/WGxu3X73loo


 
https://youtu.be/WT11euzFmds (My YouTube video) 

Niagara Falls, Lady of the Mist boat ride, part 2 

 

https://youtu.be/WT11euzFmds


 

 
After the Maid of the Mist boat tour, we walked up the path for a closer view of the 

American Falls. 



 
We walked up the path with all the other people who had just finished the boat tour.  A 

 

 
A double rainbow appears from the combined mist and sunlight phenomena. 



 

Magnificent view and thunderous display of the American Falls. 

 



 
The grand finale of a delightful tour of Niagara Falls.   

 



 
I pose with my new Niagara Falls shirt. 

 



 
One last photo with the grand American Falls. 

 



 
Welcome to the Maid of the Mist Store:  Whoever visits Niagara will not have seen half 

its wonders till they have taken a trip on the steamer The Maid.  – The Niagara Courier, 

May 27, 1846.   How true! 

                              



 
Our next trip would take us back through the state of New York to the state of Vermont. 

We passed through the Utica area, as the sign indicates.   

 

 
New York State Thruway Travel Plazas.  These travel plazas were very practical places 

to stop for a rest, fill up with gas, and even get a bite to eat. 



 


