
                  NEW YORK 

 
From our hotel in Jersey City, we went to Liberty State Park to catch the ferry to Staten 

Island and the Statue of Liberty. 

 

  
The inoperative train station that we passed on our way to the Ferry landing was the 

place where we took a train to Philadelphia when we came to the USA in 1952. 



 
The Philadelphia Express track was where 64 years ago I boarded a train to go to 

Philadelphia, where we lived for one year before heading west to California. 

 

  
The Manhattan Skyline from Liberty State Park. 



 

Posing at Liberty State Park, with a view of the Manhattan skyline in the background. 

 



 
The Central Railroad of New Jersey Terminal, also known as Jersey City Terminal, was 

the Central Railroad of New Jersey's waterfront passenger terminal in Jersey City, New Jersey. It was 

also serviced by the Reading Railroad, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and Lehigh Valley 

Railroad during various periods in its 78 years of operation. The current terminal building was 

constructed in 1889 but was abandoned in 1967. The headhouse was later renovated. It was later 

added to the New Jersey Register of Historic Places and incorporated into Liberty State Park.  

 
My first view of Ellis Island – last seen in 1952 – with a glimpse of the Statue of Liberty. 



 
Ferry ride to Ellis Island.  View of the New York Harbor.   

 

 
https://youtu.be/SgLWeCb9wQI  Statue Cruises to Ellis Island & Statue Liberty,  

Fall 2016, Part 1 (my YouTube video)  

https://youtu.be/SgLWeCb9wQI


 
New York Harbor, part of the Port of New York and New Jersey is at the mouth of the Hudson 

River where it empties into New York Bay and into the Atlantic Ocean at the East Coast of the United 

States. It is one of the largest natural harbors in the world.  Although the United States Board on 

Geographic Names does not use the term, New York Harbor has important historical, governmental, 

commercial, and ecological usages. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Harbor  

 
The Verrazano–Narrows Bridge (sometimes called simply the Verrazano Bridge) is a double-
decked suspension bridg  that connects the New York City boroughs of Staten Island and Brooklyn. It 
spans the Narrows, a body of water connecting the relatively protected upper bay with the larger, wide 
open lower bay.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verrazano%E2%80%93Narrows_Bridge   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verrazano%E2%80%93Narrows_Bridge


 
Enjoying the pleasant short cruise to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. 

 

 
Colorful Staten Island Ferry. 



 
Another Statue Cruises boat leaves as we approach Liberty Island (formerly known as 

Bedloe Island).  

 

 
Our first stop is at Ellis Island in Upper New York Bay. 



 
View of Upper New York Bay, with Manhattan on the right. 

 

 
Ellis Island - History of Immigration to the United States | 1890-1920 | Award Winning 

Documentary          https://youtu.be/8X4CypTaOQs  

 

https://youtu.be/8X4CypTaOQs


 

From Gateway to Museum – Over 12 

million immigrants entered the US 

through Ellis Island, the nation’s principal 

gateway during the years 1892 – 1954. 

Many Americans trace their ancestry to 

immigrants who crossed this island 

before dispersing to points all across the 

country.  

Following restoration in the 1980s, this building reopened as a museum dedicated to the 

nation’s immigrant heritage.  Ellis Island National Museum of Immigrants chronicles Ellis 

Island’s role in immigration history and now views it in the context of global migration and 

over four centuries of immigration to the US. 

 

The Baggage Room – Once they disembarked from the ferries, immigrants crowded into 

this room, where they could check their baggage.  With thousands of people going 

through the inspection process every day, keeping track of immigrants’ belongings 

became a major logistical challenge and lost baggage a common fear. Some immigrants 

chose to keep their possessions with them, hugging them through the entire inspection 

routine.   

 



"Journeys: The Peopling of America" exhibit opened in late October 2011. This 

exhibit, occupying the former "Railroad Ticketing Office" on the first floor of Ellis Island's 

Main Building, explores immigration to this land from the 17th century to 1892, when 

Ellis Island opened as America's first federal immigration station. Themes such as 

"Leaving", "Struggle and Survival", and "Building A Nation" are touched upon in graphic 

panels and through first-person stories.

 

JOURNEYS: THE PEOPLING OF 

AMERICA, 1550-1890.  The Peopling of 

America is a story about the movement 

of people. They journeyed from the East, 

from the West, from the North and the 

South. They sailed the great oceans; 

paddled the long, wide rivers, and 

traversed a land vast and varied with 

forest, plain, mountain, and desert. Many 

came in search of freedom, wealth, and 

opportunity.  Some found the prize they 

sought  -- though not without struggle and 

mutual support.  Most came willingly; 

some did not.  Many would remain, 

starting new lives and a new nation; 

others would return home to resume lives 

left behind.  

But what did “journey” mean to those who made the passage in chains? And what did 

“journey” mean to those whose ancestors made the trip tens of thousands of years ago.  

“Journeys” – looks at the great diversity of people who populated the territory that now 

makes up the US.  It examines why different groups of people journeyed to this continent, 

the conflicts that arose between natives and newcomers, and the many ways that these 

groups adapted to and changed the natural, social, and political landscape in the days 

before there was an Ellis Island.  Over the course of 300 years, these groups built a nation 

and struggled to define what it means to be an American in an ever-changing world. This 

exhibit begins to tell that story. 

 

http://libertyellisfoundation.org/peopling-of-america-center (Peopling of America Center) 

 

http://libertyellisfoundation.org/peopling-of-america-center


Sign: Building a Nation: Who is 

an American?  Over the 

centuries, the make-up of the 

US population has changed 

dramatically in terms of race, 

ethnicity, religion, and 

geographical distribution as 

people arrived here from every 

continent on Earth.  This ever-

evolving diversity challenges 

the idea of a single, dominant 

vision of the American identity, 

encouraging Americans to 

embrace inclusion and 

pluralism.   From the outset, the 

nation has struggled with a tremendous need for labor and a simultaneous reluctance to 

include anyone different or “alien” into American society. Yet it took many hands to till the 

land and feed the populace. Many strong backs to build America’s cities, its infrastructure, 

and its industries. And many strands to weave what has become America’s culture. At 

every stage of American history, diverse groups have been involved in the on-going 

process of redefining the country and who is and who can be an American. 

 

The Journey by Sea.  During the 1700s, 

a trans-Atlantic “trade in strangers” 

developed to fill merchant vessels that 

might otherwise travel empty.  

Throughout the Colonial Era and long 

afterward, ships carried lumber, tobacco, 

and other goods from the Americas to 

European ports, such as Antwerp, 

Belgium and Hamburg, Germany. Their 

captains would then load the ship with 

emigrants to make the return voyage to 

the Americas profitable.  The first 

passenger ships were sailing vessels. 

Overcrowded, unsanitary 

accommodations made the trip an 

ordeal. The British and US governments 

set standards for food, water, comfort, 

and hygiene, but these regulations were 

poorly enforced. 

Passengers became ill. Many died. The toll among children was especially high. When 

steamships became common during the 1860s, travel became faster, safer, and more 



spacious. Although the poorest immigrants still slept in quarters lacking comfort, they 

could at least travel with a greater certainty of arriving alive. 

 

A TRAFFIC IN HUMANS.  By the mid-

1600s, colonial planters were demanding 

a cheap, plentiful labor supply to satisfy 

Europe’s growing appetite for cocoa, 

coffee, tobacco, indigo, cotton, rice, and 

“white gold” – sugar.  While sugar was 

certainly sweet, growing and harvesting 

sugarcane was bitter work – a reality that 

millions of slaves experienced first hand. 

Over the course of 350 years, more than 

12 million enslaved Africans were herded 

aboard the grim slave ships of Portugal, 

Spain, Great Britain, France, and other 

European nations. Most labored on 

plantations in Brazil and the Caribbean. 

Half a million were shipped to North 

American colonies – the future US – 

where they and their descendants would, 

in time, be bought and sold as far north 

as New York and Boston. 

 

WESTWARD HO!   Well into the 19th 

century, traveling overland within the US 

and its western territories was hard, 

tedious, and often dangerous. Until the 

mid-1800s, roads were rare outside of 

American towns and cities. The best 

were barely roads at all.  One route – the 

Great Wagon Road – stretched from 

Philadelphia to Augusta, Georgia. 

Beginning in the 1750s, settlers 

searching for land traveled south to the 

Virginia and Carolina backcountry, often 

using Conestoga wagons. Developed by 

German immigrants, these wagons – 

with high wheels, a boat shape, and 

drawn by horses or oxen – carried the 

belongings of thousands of families. 

A lighter wagon replaced the Conestoga in the 19th century as settlers migrated farther 

west in “wagon trains” across prairie, desert, and mountains.  As settlers extended the 



“frontier’s” boundaries, they almost invariably clashed with Native Americans in a battle 

for survival – between newcomers who considered this land their future and a long 

established population who refused to leave their homelands.  

 

FACTORS.  Historians talk about the 

“Push” and “Pull” factors that influence 

migration.  “Push” refers to the reasons 

people leave one place to go to another. 

“Pull” looks at why they go to a particular 

place rather than other possible 

destinations. These factos come into play 

whether people are moving from one part 

of a country to another or halfway around 

the world. The story of the Peopling of 

America in the eras before 1890 begins 

with the Pushes and the Pulls. 

PUSH.  Changes taking place in western 

and northern Europe beginning in the 

16th century pushed many to emigrate. 

Economic changes sparked the greatest 

movements of people.  

Mercantilism and capitalist economic growth altered the old feudal social obligations 

between classes, leaving some less able to fend for themselves. . . . 

PULL. The United States was one of the chief beneficiaries of the mass migration of 

peoples from other continents. The geographic expanse of North America seemed to offer 

ample space to accommodate everyone. The relative degree of religious and political 

tolerance encouraged immigration by those experiencing oppression. Peace drew others 

to the US during times of conflict in Europe. 

 

THE PROMISE OF LAND. “God has 

blessed us here on this new soil by a 

hundredfold in both spiritual and worldly 

goods over what we possessed in our 

fatherland,” wrote a Swedish immigrant 

in 1847.   Land, plentiful and cheap. That 

was how North America seemed to 

prospective immigrants. This promise 

drew many to America from its earliest 

years until after the Civil War.  In the 

minds of investors and governments, 

there was more land than people to work 

it. 



They typically discounted the rights of the native peoples who already occupied the land 

and understood land in collective, not individualistic terms. To spur settlement, colonial 

administrators – and later the US government – often offered settlers land cheap or for 

free.  Overcrowding and a scarcity of land in their home country prompted large numbers 

of German-speaking emigrants to leave in the 1700s. Clusters of families from the same 

villages made the journey together, supporting one another as they adapted to life in a 

new place. In Sweden, where farmers subdivided land among their children, farms had 

shrunk too small to support families. They, too, made the journey. Immigrants’ letters 

home praising the bounties they reaped in their new land encouraged others to make the 

trip. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES.  Economic pressures 

in their home countries sparked the 

desire to emigrate for most. In the 18th 

century, the Irish emigrated because they 

could not pay rising rents on the lands 

they farmed. Artisans in the 

industrializing German lands of the 

1800s left because factory production 

diminished demands for their skills. The 

Great Migration of farmers and weavers 

from Ulster began in 1717 in response to 

a combination of economic blows – 

successive years of drought, rising land 

rents, and depressions in the emerging 

linen industry.  North America seemed to 

offer immigrants opportunities for a better 

life. Those who could afford the passage 

paid the way for themselves and their 

families. 

Those who could not became indentured servants or contract laborers to pay travel 

expenses, hoping for a more prosperous life in America once their terms of service ended. 

By some estimates, as many as half of all white immigrants came as indentured servants 

during the Colonial Era. 

TO GOLD MOUNTAIN.  During the 19th century, over two million people left southern 

China to escape economic and political crisis. About 190,000 of them came to the US, 

hoping to find work and possibly make their fortunes.  . . . The 1848 Gold Rush lured 

many Chinese immigrants, as well as millions of Americans and other immigrants, to 

California, or “Gold Mountain,” as the Chinese called it. . . . Discrimination was 

widespread, culminating in the Chinese Exclusion Act (1882), the first federal legislation 

to bar immigration of a specific nationality. 

 



 

AGAINST THEIR WILLS.  From the 17th 

to the early 19th century, more than half 

of the people who arrived in the Americas 

came against their wills.  During the 

Colonial Era, thousands arrived in Great 

Britain’s North American colonies as 

convicts sentenced to hard labor or as 

political and religious exiles. Within the 

colonies, European settlers in quest of 

land drove indigenous peoples from their 

homelands and killed or enslaved those 

who resisted. Many of the enslaved 

Native Americans were shipped to 

plantations in the Caribbean to ensure 

they never returned home. By far, the 

largest forced migration in human history 

was the African slave trade.  Twelve 

million people were enslaved and 

brought forcibly to plantations in North 

and South America and the Caribbean

to produce export crops like tobacco, sugar, rice, and later cotton. Their labor generated 

the wealth that built powerful European empires – as well as much of the wealth of the 

US. 

 

MORE THINGS IN HEAVEN AND 

EARTH.  For Europeans, the 1500s were 

a time of great upheaval. Scientific 

discoveries and global explorations 

confirmed, as Shakespeare wrote, there 

were “more things in heaven and earth” 

than ever dreamed.  Amidst these 

changes, a grassroots protest movement 

called the Reformation challenged the 

Catholic Church. These Protestants, as 

they came to be called, criticized 

corruption in the Church and resented 

many practices that they believed put 

Church institutions between Christians 

and God.  European states, however, 

severely punished those who did not 

obey Church law.   During the 1600s, the 

Huguenots of France fled persecution in 

their homeland, as did Protestant



German speakers of the Palatinate. Everywhere religious conflict was inextricably linked 

to political quarrels and economic strife, and more and more often, emigration. The far 

shores of North America offered a refuge for many.   

A GODLY SOCIETY.  When Puritan preachers convinced their flocks to leave England, 

they launched one of the first large-scale trans-Atlantic migrations in the land that would 

become the US. . . .Many Puritans interpreted this “errand into the wilderness” as a 

mandate to tame the wilderness by driving out those who thought or worshipped 

differently, whether dissenters such as Quaker or indigenous peoples.  Religious zeal and 

the quest for fertile lands led them into war with the neighboring Pequot tribe – a war 

concluded by the wholesale massacre of a Pequot village villed with old people, women, 

and children. 

  

NATURE’S WRATH.  Blight, drought, 

floods, and epidemics – natural disasters 

can spark a mass exodus.  Whether they 

fled across the country or across the 

world, migration provided an outlet for 

those affected by nature’s wrath. This 

pattern has recurred throughout history. 

Some archaeologists believe that severe 

climatic changes may have destroyed 

some of the great native civilizations, 

such as the Anasazi in the Southwest 

and the Mound Builders of the Ohio 

Valley, long before Europeans arrived on 

the North American continent.  In the 

early 18th century, Native Americans who 

survived smallpox epidemics brought by 

Europeans escaped their decimated 

communities to join kinsmen in far away 

villages.  

In the mid-19th century, Swedish emigrants fled “the wet years” that led to rotting grain, 

and “the dry years” that led to burnt fields that produced hardly any grain at all.  In Ireland 

as well, during the 1840s, nature took a heavy toll, as the potato famine pushed millions 

of emigrants toward North America’s shores. 

 



 
A year previous to my visit to Ellis Island I had donated $150 to the Statue of Liberty – 

Ellis Island Foundation, Inc. to have the family name placed on the American Immigrant 

Wall of Honor.  I looked the name up on the data system provided at the museum.  I found 

the name and saw that it was located on panel #761. 

 
I went in search of the Wigowsky Family name on the long rows of panels. 



 

I found it – Eureka!   

 

There it was – on panel #761 – The Wigowsky Family. 



   
The Wall of Honor with names of immigrants who came through Ellis Island.  We came 

on April 25, 1952.  http://wigowsky.com/parents/USPassengerList.jpg (Passenger List) 

  
http://wigowsky.com/parents/WallofHonor.png  

http://wigowsky.com/parents/USPassengerList.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/parents/WallofHonor.png


 
I’m standing under the boat that symbolizes the journey by sea to Ellis Island.  The real 

ship that we came on was the USS General C.H. Muir.  

http://wigowsky.com/parents/USSGeneralC.H.Muir.jpg  

 

http://wigowsky.com/parents/USSGeneralC.H.Muir.jpg


 

Arriving at Port. After many days or 

weeks at sea tossed by rough waters, 

stepping onto solid land was welcome 

relief for most passengers.  In the 18th 

and 19th centuries, immigrants landing in 

ports like New York, Boston, and 

Charleston, stepped onto a bustling 

wharf, abuzz with the sounds of activity – 

sellers hawking goods, stevedores 

calling out as they unloaded cargo, 

friends greeting one another, horses and 

carriages ready to whisk away 

passengers and their baggage.  Most 

immigrants arrived with some kind of plan 

and destination in mind. Often, relatives 

or acquaintances from the home country 

met the immigrants. In some cases, the 

compatriots repaid the captain for the 

passage, sparing the immigrant the need 

to work off this debt.

By mid-19th century, agents from charitable organizations met passengers who arrived 

alone. They helped them find work and a place to stay. 

 

The Registry Room was nicknamed the 

Great Hall because it is so big. The large 

rectangular room is 200 feet long and 

102 feet wide. Many immigrants had 

never seen such a large indoor space. 

The waiting area in the Great Hall had 

long metal rails that helped maintain an 

orderly line as people went through the 

medical and legal inspections. Wooden 

benches were added in 1903. The noise 

in this room could be intense. The 

sounds of thousands of voices bounced 

off the vaulted ceilings. Officials in the 

Great Hall decided whether each person 

could enter the country right away or 

whether that person’s case required 

further review.  

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/i

mmigration/tour/stop5.htm

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop5.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/stop5.htm


 

 



 
The US PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE.  THE HOSPITAL BUILDINGS.   By 1911, 

more than 15 buildings on the island were devoted to medical care. The US Public Health 

Service operated a 275-bed hospital and contagious disease wards with 450 beds. There 

were laboratories, operating rooms, an x-ray plant, a psychiatric ward, and a morgue. The 

staff of 40 doctors dealt with every kind of medical impairment, from slight injuries to rare 

tropical diseases.  SIX-SECOND SPECIALISTS.  On Ellis Island, new arrivals 

formed a long line that wound its way up the stairs and into the Registry Room.  The 

doctors stationed at the stairs sometimes had only six seconds to scan each immigrant 

during the line inspection to detect those who should be held for a more thorough medical 

examination. 

Forgotten Ellis Island https://youtu.be/AuPZr68T_fg   
This is the first film about the once abandoned immigrant hospital on Ellis Island. In the era before 

antibiotics, tens of thousands of immigrant patients were separated from family, detained in the hospital, 

and healed from illness before becoming citizens.  

 

https://youtu.be/AuPZr68T_fg


DORMITORY ROOM.  Ellis Island’s 

numerous dormitories were filled to 

capacity nearly every night with 

immigrants who were being 

temporarily detained.  Many 

immigrants stayed in large dormitory 

rooms located here, along these 

balconies.  From 1900 to 1908, the 

dormitories consisted of two long, 

narrow rooms, one on either side of 

the balcony.  Each room 

accommodated about 300 detainees, 

who slept in triple-tiered bunk beds 

that could be raised, thus converting the dormitory into a daytime waiting area. At 

night, immigrants received blankets to spread over their canvas or wire-mesh 

“mattresses.”  This room has been restored to its appearance in 1908, when the 

two balcony dormitories were refurbished and subdivided into 14 rooms.  The next 

round of major alterations took place in 1924, when the much-criticized bunks were 

replaced with single beds and real mattresses. Though large dormitories were still 

maintained for singe men and women, private rooms were now available for 

detained families. 

 



 
During the early morning hours of June 15, 1897, a fire on Ellis Island burned the 

immigration station completely to the ground. ... The United States Treasury quickly 

ordered the immigration facility be replaced under one very important condition: all future 

structures built on Ellis Island had to be fireproof. On December 17, 1900, the new Main 

Building was opened and 2,251 immigrants were received that day.   

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ellis-island-history  

http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/mfh-ellisisland-06.htm  

 Model of Ellis Island. 

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/ellis-island-history
http://www.museumoffamilyhistory.com/mfh-ellisisland-06.htm


 

 



 

Leaving Ellis Island for Liberty Island. 

  

Arriving at Liberty Island and the Statue of Liberty. 



 

https://youtu.be/SgLWeCb9wQI (My YouTube video -- approaching Liberty Island). 

 

Statue of Liberty Documentary https://youtu.be/j6NSq3t_EHY  

 

https://youtu.be/SgLWeCb9wQI
https://youtu.be/j6NSq3t_EHY


 

“I lift my Lamp beside the Golden Door” 

 



 
After our arrival at Liberty Island, we approached the Statue of Liberty from the backside, 

where we entered the Welcome Center and the gift shop before going out to see Lady 

Liberty up close. 

   



 

  
Posing proudly with the Statue of Liberty. 

  



   
LIBERTY’S SYMBOLS.  The Statue of Liberty conveys its message of freedom through 

a number of dramatic examples. The broken shackles at her feet signify escape from 

tyranny. In her left arm, she holds a tablet of law bearing in Roman numerals the date of 

the American Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.  Her crown’s seven rays 

represent a sunburst spreading enlightenment and reason throughout the world.  Most 

significant of all, however, her torch and flame symbolize truth and justice enlightening 

the world. Perhaps no poem brings these symbols to life more than “The New Colossus,” 

a sonnet written by Emma Lazarus in 1883 as an attempt to raise funds for the pedestal’s 

completion.      

 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,  
With conquering limbs astride from land to 

land;  
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates 

shall stand  
A mighty woman with a torch, whose 

flame  
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name  
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand  
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes 

command  
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities 

frame.  
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” 

cries she  
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your 

poor,  
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 

free,  
The wretched refuse of your teeming 

shore.  
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to 

me,  
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”



    

   
 BUILDING THE STATUE OF LIBERTY.  The French sculptor, Frederic-Auguste 

Bartholdi designed the Statue of Liberty like a giant puzzle. Over 300 thin sheets of 

copper, most of it from a copper mine in Karmoy, Norway, fit together to form the Statue’s 

outer skin. Each copper sheet is 3/32 of an inch thick, about the thickness of two pennies. 

The sheets were shaped in France using the ancient repousse method in which the metal 

is hammered and shaped within large wooden and plaster molds. The finished pieces 

were then shipped to the United States where they were assembled and supported on an 

ingenious iron framework of armature bars and girders designed by Alexandre-Gustave 

Eiffel. 



 
THE PEDESTAL.  The granite pedestal of the Statue was paid for entirely by private funds 

raised in the US. It was designed by the eminent American architect, Richard Morris Hunt, 

and engineered by former Civil War General, Charles P. Stone. Its variety of strong 

shapes and rich textures makes the pedestal seem less massive as it tapers gracefully 

upward.  Roughly the height of a ten-story building, the tremendous structure rests on a 

huge concrete foundation that is anchored to surrounding Fort Wood. The concrete 

foundation was once exposed, but now is enclosed by a museum. 

 
WHY IS THE STATUE GREEN?  The answer is in the air. The Statue’s skin is made of 

copper, and when copper is exposed to oxygen in the air, it undergoes a chemical reaction 

called oxidation. The reaction causes a fine crust or film to develop that is usually green 

in color. This layer protects the original metal underneath. In copper and bronze, this 

natural protective process is called patination.  It took nearly 30 years for the Statue to 

turn from her original copper color to the green you see today. 



  

  
  

STATUE OF LIBERTY FACTS 

   

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/stat

ue-facts 

      

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_L

iberty  (physical characteristics) 

http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/statue-facts
http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/statue-facts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_Liberty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_Liberty


 

INSIDE THE STATUE.  In order to 

fashion the copper metal, Bartholdi had 

to first make full size sections of the 

Statue out of plaster.  For each section, 

carpenters built a wooden form that 

duplicated the plaster shape.  Thin 

copper sheets were placed on the 

backside of these forms and then 

hammered into shape by artisans.    The 

Statue’s immense size required a 

revolutionary support system, so 

Bartholdi called upon engineer Eiffel. 

Central to Eiffel’s design was a 

framework of four wrought-iron columns 

to which was attached a vast interior 

strapwork – made up of armature bars, 

steel brackets known as saddles, and 

rivets – that support the Statue’s copper 

“skin.” His innovative support system 

resembles the famous Eiffel tower in 

Paris. 

 

 

New York Harbor views. 



 
Leaving Liberty Island and the Statue of Liberty. 

https://youtu.be/xRIvaLG4C8Y Statue Cruises to Ellis Island & Statue Liberty,  

Fall 2016, Part 2  (my YouTube video) 

 

 

https://youtu.be/xRIvaLG4C8Y


 
Pass by Ellis Island on our way back to Liberty State Park. 

 

 
Return to Liberty State Park, New Jersey. 

 

 



 
After our cruise to Ellis Island and Liberty Island, we took the PATH rail service from 

Jersey City to New York.  We went through the new terminal station – the “Oculus” (a 

round or eyelike opening or design”).  

 
The main station house, the Oculus, opened on March 4, 2016, and the terminal was 

renamed the World Trade Center Transportation Hub, or World Trade Center for 

short.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_station_(PATH)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_station_(PATH)


 
The “Oculus” was designed by Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava and composed of a 

train station with a large and open mezzanine under the National September 11 

Memorial plaza. This mezzanine is connected to an aboveground head house structure 

called the Oculus—located between 2 World Trade Center and 3 World Trade Center—

as well as to public concourses under the various towers in the World Trade Center 

complex. Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava, designer of the station, said the Oculus 

resembles a bird being released from a child's hand.  

 
View of Oculus from the National 9/11 Memorial.  



 

Posing at the National 9/11 Memorial.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_September_11_Memorial_%26_Museum  

 
The memorial is located at the World Trade Center site (a 14.6-acre area in Lower 

Manhattan, NYC), the former location of the Twin Towers, which were destroyed during 

the September 11 attacks.    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_site  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_September_11_Memorial_%26_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_site


 
Reflecting Absence, designed by Michael Arad and Peter Walker, was chosen as the winning design 
on January 6, 2004. It consists of a field of trees interrupted by two large, recessed pools, the footprints 
of the Twin Towers. The deciduous trees (swamp white oaks) are arranged in rows and form informal 
clusters, clearings and groves. The park is at street level, above the Memorial Museum. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_September_11_Memorial_%26_Museum  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_September_11_Memorial_%26_Museum


 
Two 1-acre (4,000 m2) pools with the largest man-made waterfalls in the United States 

comprise the footprints of the Twin Towers, symbolizing the loss of life and the physical 

void left by the attacks. The waterfalls are intended to mute the sounds of the city, making 

the site a contemplative sanctuary. 

 
As we walked away from the 9/11 Memorial, I noticed a church across the street.  It was 

St. Paul’s Chapel, an Episcopal church (on 209 Broadway) known as the oldest surviving 

church building in Manhattan.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul's_Chapel  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul's_Chapel


  
Further up Broadway, we encountered the small City Hall Park, with the nearby New 

York City Hall and the Municipal Building. 

 
The Mould Fountain (in the City Hall Park). 



 
Statue of Justice (left building, City Hall), and the gilded Statue of Civic Fame (right, 

Municipal Building).  Civic Fame is described is barefoot and balances upon a globe; she 

carries a shield with the NYC coat of arms, a branch of leaves, and a mural crown, which 

she holds aloft. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan_Municipal_Building 

 

 

 

 

Located opposite City Hall Park, at the 

intersection of Park Row and the 

Brooklyn Bridge approach, this 

impressive sculpture of American 

statesman, scientist, inventor, 

philosopher, and journalist Benjamin 

Franklin (1706–1790) is by German-born 

sculptor Ernst Plassman (1823–1877). 

The sculpture was dedicated in 1872. 

 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/histo

ry/historical-signs/listings?id=11957 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan_Municipal_Building
https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/history/historical-signs/listings?id=11957
https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/history/historical-signs/listings?id=11957


 
And, of course, we had to see (and walk on) the world-famous Brooklyn Bridge, a hybrid 

cable-stayed /suspension bridge, one of the oldest bridges of either type in the USA.  It 

connects the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn by spanning the East River.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn_Bridge 

 
The Manhattan Bridge is to the left (up river) of the Brooklyn Bridge. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklyn_Bridge


 

Contemporaries marveled at what 

technology was capable of, and the 

bridge became a symbol of the optimism 

of the time. John Perry Barlow wrote in 

the late 20th century of the "literal and 

genuinely religious leap of faith" 

embodied in the Brooklyn Bridge — "the 

Brooklyn Bridge required of its builders 

faith in their ability to control technology."  

References to "selling the Brooklyn 

Bridge" abound in American culture, 

sometimes as examples of rural gullibility 

but more often in connection with an idea 

that strains credulity. 

 
Enjoying a walk on the Pedestrian walkway towards Brooklyn. 

 



 

"The work which is most likely to become our most durable monument, and to convey 
some knowledge of us to the most remote posterity, is a work of bare utility; not a shrine, 
not a fortress, not a palace, but a bridge." - Harper's Weekly (1883)   
http://www.nycroads.com/crossings/brooklyn/  

 

http://www.nycroads.com/crossings/brooklyn/


 
A bridge over the East River, joining the cities of New York and Brooklyn, had been talked about 

for nearly as long as anyone can remember… But nothing was done. The chief problem was 

always the East River, which is no river at all technically speaking, but a tidal strait and one of the 

most turbulent and in that day, especially, one of the busiest stretches of navigable salt water 

anywhere on earth. "If there is to be a bridge," wrote one man, "it must take one grand flying leap 

from shore to shore over the masts of the ships. There can be no piers or drawbridge. There must 

be only one great arch all the way across. Surely this must be a wonderful bridge."

 



    
Municipal Building.                                      Sign:  You’re in NYC. Live like it. 

 

 
Architecture and sculptures on the Municipal building.  In addition to Civic Fame, 

Weinman also sculpted the allegorical bas-relief panels at the base of the building, as 

well as much of the building's other ornamentation, "including a series of medallions, 

patterns, coats of arms, and several major groups of figures" which represent various 

concepts: Civic Pride, Progress, Guidance (to the left of the entrance), Executive Power 

(right of the entrance), and Prudence. 



 
Various types of sculpture and relief cover portions of the Municipal Building. The central arch 

is decorated with sculpture in the Roman manner as was used in the Arch of Constantine. 

Over the side arches are rectangular allegorical panels. At the left (north), Civic Duty is 

represented by a woman personifying the City, accompanied by a child holding the seal of the 

city. On the right of the arch (south), Civic Pride shows the female personification of the city 

receiving tribute from her citizens.  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/html/about/man_munibldg.shtml   

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/html/about/man_munibldg.shtml


 

 

   
Unique building down the street.      Trump Tower with Globe in front. 

          
Map of Central Park.                           At the entrance to Central Park, Columbus & 59th. 

                                         https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Maine_National_Monument 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Maine_National_Monument


                      
The USS Maine National Monument is an outdoor monument, located in Central 

Park in Manhattan, New York. It was cast on September 1, 1912 and dedicated on May 

30, 1913 to the men killed aboard USS Maine (ACR-1) when the ship exploded in Havana 

harbor.   A sculpture group of gilded bronze figures atop the pylon represent Columbia 

Triumphant, her seashell chariot being drawn by three hippocampi (sea-horse).   At the 

base is a ship’s prow with a young boy raising his arms and a figure of Peace behind him. 

The back of the monument has a female figure representing Justice. 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/central-park/monuments/966  

                                       
Christopher Colombus (Colon)                                  The Goddess Painting. 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/central-park/monuments/966


 
As long as we were walking around the Midtown Manhattan area, we decided to walk 

down to Carnegie Hall, a concert venue in Midtown Manhatton occupying the east side 

of Seventh Avenue between West 56th Street and West 57th Street, two blocks south 

of Central Park.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Hall  

               
Headless Venus de Milo-inspired statues.                 Across from Radio Music Hall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnegie_Hall


 
Behold the world’s largest theatrical space: Radio City Music Hall. Outside it has those 

iconic vertical neon signs and the bas-relief allegory Morning, Present, Evening on the 6th 

Avenue side.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_City_Music_Hall  

 

Arriving at the Rockefeller Center, between 48th and 51st streets / 5-6th Ave. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockefeller_Center  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radio_City_Music_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockefeller_Center


 
The skating rink at Rockefeller Center. The gilded statue is of Prometheus, who brings 

fire to mankind.  The inscription, a paraphrase from Aeschylus, on the granite wall behind, 

reads: "Prometheus, teacher in every art, brought the fire that hath proved to mortals a 

means to mighty ends." 

 



 Plaza plaque: 

I believe in the supreme worth of the individual and in his right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

I believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every 
possession, a duty. 
I believe that the law was made for man and not man for the law; that government is the 
servant of the people and not their master. 
I believe in the Dignity of labor, whether with head or hand; that the world owes no man 
a living but that it owes every man an opportunity to make a living. 
I believe that thrift is essential to well ordered living and that economy is a prime 
requisite of a sound financial structure, whether in government, business or personal 
affairs. 
I believe that truth and justice are fundamental to an enduring social order. 
I believe in the sacredness of a promise, that a man's word should be as good as his 
bond; that character not wealth or power or position – is of supreme worth. 
I believe that the rendering of useful service is the common duty of mankind and that 
only in the purifying fire of sacrifice is the dross of selfishness consumed and the 
greatness of the human soul set free. 
I believe in an all-wise and all-loving God, named by whatever name, and that the 
individuals highest fulfilment, greatest happiness, and widest usefulness are to be found 
in living in harmony with His Will. 
I believe that love is the greatest thing in the world; that it alone can overcome hate; that 
right can and will triumph over might. 
 



 
The detail of entrance to 30 Rockefeller Plaza showing a verse from Isaiah 33:6 – 

“Wisdom and Knowledge shall be the stability of thy times.” 

 

 
Dieu et mon droit, meaning ‘God and my right’ or literally ‘My divine right’ – the motto of 

the Monarch of the United Kingdom outside Scotland.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dieu_et_mon_droit  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dieu_et_mon_droit


 

We happened to be in New York when there was a parade down 5th Avenue in honor of 

the Kosciuszko Foundation, The American Center of Polish Culture. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosciuszko_Foundation  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosciuszko_Foundation


 

The Cathedral of St. Patrick (commonly 

called St. Patrick's Cathedral) is 

a  decorated  Neo-Gothic style Roman 

Catholic cathedral church in the United 

States and a prominent landmark of New 

York City. It is the seat of 

the archbishop of the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of New York, and a parish 

church, located on the east side of Fifth 

Avenue  between  50th and 51st 

Streets in Midtown Manhattan, directly 

across the street from Rockefeller 

Center. The new cathedral was designed 

by James Renwick, Jr. in the Gothic 

Revival-style. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick

%27s_Cathedral_(Manhattan)  

 
Entrance to Cathedral, with the words: “Spiritus Sanctus quem mittet Pater in nomine 

meo ille vos docebit onmia” (translation: The Holy Spirit, whom my Father will send in 

my name, will teach you all things).  Gospel of John 14:26. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick%27s_Cathedral_(Manhattan)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick%27s_Cathedral_(Manhattan)


 

As we headed down to Times Square, we encountered a lot of billboards. 

 



   
The Paramount Building on 1501 Broadway.     At Times Square Pedestrian Plaza.   

    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square    Waiting for the Times Square Ball to drop. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square


 

 
The Times Square Ball is a time ball located in New York City's Times Square. Located 

on the roof of One Times Square, the ball is a prominent part of a New Year's 

Eve celebration in Times Square commonly referred to as the ball drop, where the ball 

descends 141 feet (43 m) in 60 seconds down a specially designed flagpole, beginning 

at 11:59:00 p.m. ET, and resting at midnight to signal the start of the new year. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square_Ball  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square_Ball


   
Times Square, Pedestrian Plaza.             On Broadway. 

 

 

View of northern part of Times Square.   Bubba Gump Shrimp Company sign. 



 

 
Posing with Macy’s – Elsa’s favorite store - in the background .  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macy%27s_Herald_Square  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macy%27s_Herald_Square


 

Iconic statues (Lady Caryatid pillars) at R.H. Macy & Co. 

 

Empire State Building.    



 
The Empire State Building is an American cultural icon. It is designed in the distinctive Art 

Deco style and has been named as one of the Seven Wonders of the Modern World by 

the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

 

 

The Empire State Building is a 102-

story skyscraper located on Fifth 

Avenue between West 33rd and 34th 

Streets in Midtown Manhattan, New York 

City. It has a roof height of 1,250 feet 

(381 m), and with its antenna spire 

included, it stands a total of 1,454 feet 

(443 m) high.  Its name is derived from 

the nickname for New York, the Empire 

State. It stood as the world's tallest 

building for nearly 40 years, from its 

completion in early 1931 until the topping 

out of the original World Trade Center's 

North Tower in late 1970.   

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_Stat

e_Building  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Building


 
The Empire State Building has one of the most popular outdoor observatories in the world, 

having been visited by over 110 million people. The 86th-floor observation deck offers 

impressive 360-degree views of the city.   

 



 

 



 
The Empire State Building makes more money from tickets sales for its observation 

decks than it does from renting office space. 

 
The Empire State Building was designed by William F. Lamb from the architectural 

firm Shreve, Lamb and Harmon, which produced the building drawings in just two weeks, 

using its earlier designs for the Reynolds Building in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and 

the Carew Tower in Cincinnati, Ohio (designed by the architectural firm W. W. 

Ahlschlager & Associates) as a basis. 



 
Excavation of the site began on January 22, 1930, and construction on the building itself 

started on March 17—St. Patrick's Day—per Al Smith's influence as Empire State, Inc. 

president. The project involved 3,400 workers, mostly immigrants from Europe, along with 

hundreds of Mohawk iron workers, many from the Kahnawake reserve near Montreal. 

The building was officially opened on May 1, 1931. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
View of the top spire. 

 



 
View of Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty on Liberty Island. 

 

 



 

 



 

   



    
View of Empire State building from several blocks away. 

 

 
Back to the Oculus and our ride back to Jersey City. 

 



 

On our way through New York State to Niagara Falls. 

 

Interesting sign:  Text Stop – Rest Area.   



 

 
Passing through Syracuse. 

Sign:  Historic New York, Syracuse Area.  Onandaga Indians, the keepers of the council 

fires for the Iroquois League, lived here. . . .Syracuse is near the geographical center of 

New York State. 



 

Passing through the Buffalo area. 

 

Arrival at Niagara Falls, a Wonder of the World 

 


