
   MASSACHUSETTS 

 
Our first stop after leaving Logan airport was busy downtown Boston. 
 

 
Boston harbor made us think of the Boston Tea Party in American history. 



 
At the Rose F. Kennedy Greenway, we encountered an exhibit of Zodiac Heads Circle 
by Ai Weiwei.  The exhibit was on a world tour, and we happened to see it in Boston. 

 
I was impressed by the artistic Chinese zodiac animals: rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, 
snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig.   www.zodiacheads.com  

   

http://www.zodiacheads.com/


  
As we drove through downtown Boston, the first impressive building that caught my eye 
was the Old State House, the oldest surviving public building in Boston (1713).  
http://www.bostonhistory.org/history  

 
The exterior façade of the Congregational House includes four marble bas reliefs illustrating the 

core values of the Congregational tradition: Religious Freedom, depicted by the Pilgrims' 

observance of the Sabbath on Clark's Island on December 20, 1620; Equality Under the Law, 

showing the Pilgrims signing the Mayflower Compact; Education, the founding of Harvard College 

in 1636; and Philanthropy, signified by a tableau of John Eliot preaching to Native Americans in 

the settlement in Nonantum in 1642.  

http://www.congregationallibrary.org/about/congregational-house  

http://www.publicartboston.com/content/congregational-house-bas-reliefs  

http://www.bostonhistory.org/history
http://www.congregationallibrary.org/about/congregational-house
http://www.publicartboston.com/content/congregational-house-bas-reliefs


 

 
Massachusetts State House is the oldest building on Beacon Hill. The building and its 

grounds cover two city blocks. The Bulfinch Front faces south, its red brick walls, white 

pillars and trim, and golden dome catching the sun in every season.  

http://www.sec.state.ma.us/trs/trsbok/trstour.htm  

 

 

An equestrian statue of General Joseph 

Hooker (1814-1879) from 1903 guards 

the East Wing entrance. The sculpture of 

Hooker himself was done by Daniel 

Chester French, the renowned 

Massachusetts sculptor who also did the 

sitting President Lincoln in the Lincoln 

Memorial in Washington, D.C. Edward C. 

Potter sculpted his horse; French only 

sculpted people.  

Joseph Hooker (November 13, 1814 – 

October 31, 1879) was a career United 

States Army officer, achieving the rank 

of major general in the Union 

Army during the American Civil War.  

http://www.sec.state.ma.us/trs/trsbok/trstour.htm


 
The Massachusetts Senate occupies a chamber on the east side of the Brigham addition. 

Hanging over this chamber (above the chandelier) is the "Sacred Cod", which symbolizes the 

importance of the fishing industry to the early Massachusetts economy.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_State_House  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_State_House


 
The memorial in Nurses Hall in the State House is a tribute to the women who served in the Civil 
War nursing corps: “Angels of Mercy and Life Amid Scenes of Conflict and Death.” The sculpture 
by Bela Lyon Pratt (1867-1917) depicts a kneeling nurse, appearing on a battlefield, to support a 
fallen soldier while she offers him a drink of water.  
http://www.publicartboston.com/content/army-nurses-memorial  
To the Army Nurses (from 1861 to 1865) 

 

http://www.publicartboston.com/content/army-nurses-memorial


 
The interior of the Memorial Hall (Hall of Flags) inside the Massachusetts State House 

features a stained-glass dome (skylight) with twelve seals (12 original colonies) 

surrounding an interior circle (Massachusetts seal) of a native American Indian inside a 

wreath.     A motto in Latin inside the seal - "Ense petit placidam sub libertate quietem" 

- which remains the motto of the Commonwealth today. Freely translated this means, 

"By the sword we seek peace, but peace only under liberty."    

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/pre/presea/sealhis.htm  
 

  

The paintings on the second story depict 

events in Massachusetts’ history… the 

return of the Civil War flags, the Pilgrims 

on the Mayflower, the Battle at Concord 

Bridge, and a Puritan minister (John 

Eliot) teaching the Native Americans. 

The painting seen in this photo is the one 

of the Pilgrims on the Mayflower.

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/pre/presea/sealhis.htm


Column with eagle on top. 

 
One last view of the beautiful Massachusetts State House with its golden dome topped 

with a pine cone, symbolizing the lumber industry in the colony’s early days. 



  
(1) Established in 1634, Boston Common is America’s oldest public park. Puritan colonists 

purchased the land rights to the Common’s 44 acres from the first settler of the area, Anglican 

minister William Blackstone. The price was 30 pounds, and each homeowner paid him six 

shillings. The pasture then became known as the "Common Land" and was used to graze local 

livestock until 1830. http://www.thefreedomtrail.org/freedom-trail/boston-common.shtml  

(2) The Hungarian Revolution Memorial.  This monument at Liberty Square in the heart of 

Boston's Financial District marks the Hungarian uprising in 1956. 

Chart House, Long Wharf 

http://www.thefreedomtrail.org/freedom-trail/boston-common.shtml


 
Our hotel the first night was in Wakefield, which was near Salem.  So the next day we 

visited the historic city known for the witch trials in the 17th century.  Pictured here is the 

Town Hall of Salem.   http://www.salemoldtownhall.com/   

  
Cheers!  Enjoying a break and drink at the Rockafellas Restaurant and Bar on the 

corner of Essex and Washington Sts.  http://rockafellasofsalem.com/about-us/  

http://www.salemoldtownhall.com/
http://rockafellasofsalem.com/about-us/


 
Elsa was happy to take a picture with the Bewitched statue, featuring Elizabeth 

Montgomery (“Samantha”) in the starring role.  The six-foot-tall bronze statue shows the 

actress astride a broom and framed by a moon crescent.  It’s a nice goofy sculpture in 

small, neatly manicured Lappin Park on Essex Washington Sts.  

http://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/11762  

 

  
Shopping in Salem was a “ghoulish delight.”  There were lots of small shops on the Essex 

Street Pedestrian Mall.  My favorite window shopping experience was seeing statues of 

gargoyles.   http://www.salemweb.com/guide/shopping.php  

 

http://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/11762
http://www.salemweb.com/guide/shopping.php


 
Palm readers hand in a shop with interesting “lines of interpretation.” 

 

 
Among the many attractions in Salem during the month of October were these branch 

structures that looked like haunted tree-buildings. 

http://www.hauntedhappenings.org/attractions  

 

http://www.hauntedhappenings.org/attractions


 
Next, we ventured south to visit Plymouth, the place where the pilgrims landed.  On the 
way, we passed through Quincy.  The Greek revival building across the street from the 
city hall was the United First Parish Church (Unitarian Universalist Association of 
Congregations) on Hancock Street.  The church was once known as “The Church of the 
Presidents.”  It is the burial place place of presidents John Adams and John Quincy 
Adams.    http://ufpc.org/  

 The Hancock Cemetery 

(named for John Hancock’s father) is the oldest piece of the original settlement in Quincy and sixty-

nine veterans of the American Revolution are buried in this 376-year-old Cemetery.  

http://ufpc.org/


 
As we walked through downtown Quincy, we noticed an extensive urban revitalization 

plan in action.  The sign says:  Adams Hancock Green.  First identified in the City of 

Quincy Downtown Vision Plan, Adams Hancock Green entails the creation of a 

contiguous urban park space that will connect historical and architectural assets including 

the Old City Hall, the United First Parish Church, the Thomas Crane Public Library, and 

the Hancock Cemetery.  

http://www.quincyma.gov/CityOfQuincy_Content/documents/060906-QuincyLO-RES.pdf  

  
Statue of John Adams. 

http://www.quincyma.gov/CityOfQuincy_Content/documents/060906-QuincyLO-RES.pdf


 
Memorial: “In grateful remembrance of the men of Quincy, Mass. (formerly called 

Braintree) who on land and sea fought to establish the independence of the United States 

of America in The Revolution of 1775-1783.” 

 
We arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts on a clear, sunny day.  The first thing we wanted 

to see was the famous Mayflower ship on which the pilgrims sailed. 



  
The Mayflower II is a full-scale reproduction of the tall ship that brought the Pilgrims to 

Plymouth in 1620.  https://www.plimoth.org/what-see-do/mayflower-ii  

  
Interesting Pilgrim and Mayflower art on one side of a lobster sculpture, and native 
American Indian art on the other side. 

https://www.plimoth.org/what-see-do/mayflower-ii


 
Map of America’s Hometown at the Heart of Plymouth County.    

http://www.seeplymouth.com/sites/default/files/VacationPlanner.pdf  

Virtual tour (drone aerial views): http://www.seeplymouth.com/virtual-tours  

 

  

 
The Pilgrim Mother Statue  
Sculpted by Paul 0. Jennewein  
This granite figure stands on the 
waterfront near Plymouth Rock. On the 
back are listed the names of the women 
on the Mayflower. The inscription reads: 
"They brought up their families in sturdy 
virtue and a living faith in God without 
which nations perish." 
http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2012/

05/pilgrims.html 

 

http://www.seeplymouth.com/sites/default/files/VacationPlanner.pdf
http://www.seeplymouth.com/virtual-tours
http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2012/05/pilgrims.html
http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2012/05/pilgrims.html


 
Of course, as history tells us, the Separatists (Pilgrims) did not first land at Plymouth, but 

at Cape Cod near Provincetown in November 1620. It is extraordinarily unlikely that the 

rock now covered by a Greek-styled portico houses the rock on which the Mayflower 

pilgrims stepped. That landing site, most historians agree, is miles away. The structure 

houses, instead, a symbol so embedded in American legend, that the truth of the matter 

fades in comparison.  http://www.seacoastnh.com/monuments/plymouth.html 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Rock  

  
Statue of Massasoit, chief of the Wampanoag people when the Pilgrims came in 1620, 

overlooking the site of Plymouth Rock.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massasoit  

http://www.seacoastnh.com/monuments/plymouth.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massasoit


  

 
Just one block from Plymouth Rock is the historic Mayflower Society House – an 18th 

century Colonial Revival home originally built by Edward Winslow, grandson of the pilgrim 

Edward Winslow. The story of the Society House extends across three centuries.    

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/ 

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/visit/mayflower-society-house/item/206-mayflower-

society-house-virtual-tour   (Virtual tour of the House) 

  

 

National Monument to the Forefathers.  

Located on Allerton Street in Plymouth, 

the 81-foot-tall monument was 

commissioned by the Pilgrim Society.  

 

On the main pedestal stands the heroic 

figure of "Faith" with her right hand 

pointing toward heaven and her left hand 

clutching the Bible. Upon the four 

buttresses are seated figures 

emblematical of the principles upon 

which the Pilgrims founded their 

Commonwealth; counter-clockwise from 

the east are Morality, Law, Education, 

and Liberty. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Monument_to_the_Forefathers  

https://www.themayflowersociety.org/
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/visit/mayflower-society-house/item/206-mayflower-society-house-virtual-tour
https://www.themayflowersociety.org/visit/mayflower-society-house/item/206-mayflower-society-house-virtual-tour
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Monument_to_the_Forefathers


  

 Under "Morality" stand "Prophet" and 
"Evangelist"; 

 under "Law" stand "Justice" and 
"Mercy"; 

 under "Education" are "Youth" and 
"Wisdom"; 

 and under "Liberty" stand "Tyranny 
Overthrown" and "Peace". 

 On the face of the buttresses, beneath 
these figures are high reliefs in marble, 
representing scenes from Pilgrim history.  

Under "Morality" is "Embarcation"; 

 under "Law" is "Treaty"; 

 under "Education" is "Compact"; 

 and under "Freedom" is "Landing".  

Upon the four faces of the main pedestal 
are large panels for records. 

The front panel is inscribed as follows: "National Monument to the Forefathers. Erected 
by a grateful people in remembrance of their labors, sacrifices and sufferings for the cause 
of civil and religious liberty." The right and left panels contain the names of those who 
came over in the Mayflower. The rear panel, which was not engraved until recently, 
contains a quote from Governor William Bradford's famous history, Of Plymouth 
Plantation: 

"Thus out of small beginnings greater things have been produced by His hand that 

made all things of nothing and gives being to all things that are; and as one small 

candle may light a thousand, so the light here kindled hath shone unto many, yea 

in some sort to our whole nation; let the glorious name of Jehovah have all praise." 

The overall scheme was designed by architect Hammatt Billings. The 36-foot figure 
of Faith was based on a 9-foot plaster model by William Rimmer in 1875, that was 
enlarged and altered by Joseph Edward Billings and a sculptor named Perry 
(probably John D. Perry). The subsidiary statues were executed by area sculptors 
including Alexander Doyle, Carl Conrads, and James H. Mahoney.  

 



  
Morality       Education 

 

   
Law       Liberty 



 
Plymouth Rock and the Monument to the Forefathers constitute the Pilgrim Memorial 

State Park.     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Memorial_State_Park 

 
After visiting Plymouth, we headed to the nearby Plimoth Plantation (aka Plymouth).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plimoth_Plantation  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Memorial_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plimoth_Plantation


 
Welcome to Plimoth Plantation sign (with map). 

 

 
Model of the Mayflower. 

 

 



 
The first outdoor living history exhibit we encountered was the Wampanoag Homesite, a 

re-creation of a native American Indian homesite with mat-covered and bark-covered 

houses.   

 
The re-created 17th-century English Village brings Plimoth Colony to life.  From the fort 

you can view the diamond-shaped layout of the town with beautiful Cape Cod Bay 

beyond. 



 
We saw several cannons inside the fort. 

 

  
The fort-meetinghouse crowns the hillside on which the re-created village is located.  



 
Costumed role players portray actual residents of Plymouth Colony in 1627.  The year 

1627 is documented in historical sources and represents the period just before the 

Colonists began moving away from Plymouth to settle other towns. 

 
We listened to a craftsman speaking about life in Plymouth Colony. 



 
We pose as “Pilgrims” of the colony.  The term “pilgrims” was adopted by William Bradford 

(governor of Plymouth Colony), referring to Scripture: “pilgrims on the earth…they seek 

a country.” (Hebrews 11:13-16)  

 



 
A seagull of Cape Cod Bay. 

 

 
After Plymouth, we headed back to Boston.  Elsa wanted to go to a university, so we 

visited Harvard. 



  
The building with the steeple is the Memorial Church at Harvard.   It was built in 1932 in 

honor of the men and women of Harvard University who died in WWI.  

 
My penchant is always the library, a place of books and pursuit of knowledge.  I’m 
standing here in front of the Widener Library.    
Its 57 miles (92 km) of shelves, along five miles (8 km) of aisles on ten levels, comprise 
a "labyrinth" which one student "could not enter without feeling that she ought to carry a 
compass, a sandwich, and a whistle." https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Widener_Library  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Widener_Library


 

The Old Cambridge Baptist Church is 

an historic American Baptist church at 

400 Harvard Street in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts.  Built of local fieldstone 

and granite quarried in Somerville, 

Massachusetts, the building is a notable 

example of the muscular use of stone, 

typical of American Gothic Revival 

architecture.   This solidity, coupled with 

designer Alexander R. Esty’s display of 

structural strength in the asymmetrical 

massing of forms, is further accentuated 

by the contrast between heavy gray 

stone and large, graceful, delicate 

stained glass windows, which the stone 

walls simultaneously reveal and protect. 

http://oldcambridgebaptist.org/  

 

  
Memorial Hall, immediately north of Harvard Yard is an imposing High Victorian 

Gothic building honoring the sacrifices made by Harvard men in defense of the Union 

during the American Civil War—"a symbol of Boston's commitment to the Unionist cause 

and the abolitionist movement in America."  A 1907 publication gives dimensions of 305 

by 113 feet, with a height of 190 feet at the tower.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Hall_(Harvard_University) 

 

After Harvard, we drove south to visit Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. 

http://oldcambridgebaptist.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Hall_(Harvard_University)

