
   MARTHA’S VINEYARD 

 
Elsa had always wanted to visit Martha’s Vineyard.  So when we returned to 

Massachusetts, we found a motel in Falmouth before going on the ferry to Martha ’s 

Vineyard the next day.  We drove through Woods Hole, the place where the ferry would 

depart for Martha’s Vineyard, on a rainy day. 

 
Woods Hole harbor lies at the extreme southwest corner of Cape Cod, near Martha's 

Vineyard and the Elizabeth Islands. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woods_Hole,_Massachusetts  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woods_Hole,_Massachusetts


 

The Candle House, built in 

1829, is a great historic 

stop, even if it’s just to 

admire the stonework from 

the outside. The Candle 

House is all that remains of 

mid-nineteenth-century 

whaling in Woods Hole. It 

was part of a series of 

structures where whale oil 

was rendered. Today the 

Candle House is used by 

the Marine Biological 

Laboratory (MBL) for 

offices and is frequently 

used to display some of the exhibits for the annual Model Boat Show.   

http://www.falmouthbedandbreakfastassociation.org/index.php/2014/01/historic-candle-

house-in-woods-hole/  

 
Walking down Main Street, Falmouth MA, on a rainy day.  The blustery winds from 

hurricane Matthew were sweeping through the area.   

http://www.falmouthbedandbreakfastassociation.org/index.php/2014/01/historic-candle-house-in-woods-hole/
http://www.falmouthbedandbreakfastassociation.org/index.php/2014/01/historic-candle-house-in-woods-hole/


 
https://discoverymap.com/falmouth-ma (Colorful Discovery Map of Falmouth) 

 

 
Falmouth Harbor. 

 

https://discoverymap.com/falmouth-ma


 
We found DJ’s Famous Wings restaurant/sports bar near our motel (Falmouth Inn, on 

Main Street Route 28), a place with a booth where we had our own TV to watch a football 

game. 

 
The next day, a bright sunny day, we parked near Woods Hole and took a shuttle bus to 

the ferry.    



 
Model of the ferry we took to Martha’s Vineyard  

The island's first and primary ferry line is the Steamship Authority. 

 
Martha's Vineyard is located approximately seven miles off the southern coast of Cape 

Cod.  The ride took us about 35 minutes to the island’s primary port of entry at the town 

of Tisbury, which includes the main village of Vineyard Haven. 



 
West Chop Light is a lighthouse station located at the entrance of Vineyard Haven 

Harbor in Tisbury, Massachusetts on the northern tip of West Chop, a few miles from the 

village of Vineyard Haven.  The present 45-foot (14 m) tall brick tower and dwelling were 

built in 1891.              https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Chop_Light          

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Chop_Light


 

Vineyard Haven (Tisbury) harbor.   To residents of Martha's Vineyard, "Vineyard Haven" 
is by far the more common usage, although residents recognize Tisbury as the town's 
legal name.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tisbury,_Massachusetts 

Vineyard Haven in Tisbury is the main port of entrance to Martha's Vineyard and is the 
only operational port on the island during most of the year.  

 
https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma/Vineyard-haven  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tisbury,_Massachusetts
https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma/Vineyard-haven


 
As soon as we disembarked we took a local bus to Oak Bluffs.   
https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma  (Discovery Map of Martha’s Vineyard). 

 
The Flying Horses – America’s Oldest Carousel & Arcade 

http://mvpreservation.org/properties/flying-horses-carousel/    

https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma
http://mvpreservation.org/properties/flying-horses-carousel/


 
Colorful navy and hot pink Vineyard Vines store at the end of Circuit Avenue. 

 

 
Lots of lovely homes to look at. 



 

Originally known as Cottage City, many of the buildings are elaborately detailed Victorian 

Homes representing the unique style called Carpenter Gothic Revival.    

https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma/oak-bluffs  

 

https://discoverymap.com/martha-s-vineyard-ma/oak-bluffs


 

         
Then we took the local bus to Edgartown, where we had a room reserved at the 

Edgartown Commons.   We passed the Edgartown Town Hall and the Old Whaling 

Church.    http://mvpreservation.org/properties/old-whaling-church/  

http://mvpreservation.org/properties/old-whaling-church/


 
Our spacious room/apartment at Edgartown Commons in Edgartown. 
 

 
The Vincent House Museum.   The Island’s oldest residence was continuously owned 

by generations of the Vincent family until 1940.    

http://mvpreservation.org/properties/vincent-house-museum/  

http://mvpreservation.org/properties/vincent-house-museum/


 
At the Memorial Wharf, overlooking the Chappaquiddick Ferry landing / crossing to 

Chappaquiddick. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chappaquiddick_Island  

 

 
Relaxing Man sculpture – in two pieces – in front of the Eisenhauer Galleries.  

http://www.eisenhauergallery.com/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chappaquiddick_Island
http://www.eisenhauergallery.com/


 

 
As an extra excursion, we took a bus to West Tisbury, where the only point of interest 

was the West Tisbury Town Hall. 

 

 
An interesting art project made of pebbles, beach stones, and driftwood. 



 
The Seafood Shanty restaurant at Edgartown, where we had a fantastic fish dinner. 
 

d 

Memorial:  Honor Roll of Edgartown men and women who served their country during 

the Vietnam War, 1961-1975. 

 



 
St. Elizabeth (Good Shepherd Parish) on Main Street, Edgartown 

http://goodshepherdmv.com/history-of-gsp/ (history of the church) 

 
Back in Oak Bluffs:  Just behind Circuit Ave sits the neighborhood known as the 

“Gingerbread Cottages.”  This incredible collection of brightly-painted Victorian summer 

cottages was originally a Methodist campground but is now on the National Register of 

Historic Places and is a cherished spot for visitors and residents alike.  Stroll back in time 

on the tiny pedestrian streets, their yards cluttered with day lillies and porches jammed 

with Kennedy rockers painted every color of the rainbow. 

http://goodshepherdmv.com/history-of-gsp/


 
Elsa enjoyed this self-guided tour of the Gingerbread Cottages. 

http://www.aroundtheworldl.com/2014/04/28/marthas-vineyard-gingerbread/  

 
 

 

 

http://www.aroundtheworldl.com/2014/04/28/marthas-vineyard-gingerbread/


 
I found this historical house – the Bishop Gilbert Haven Cottage – visited by President 
Grant in 1874.  http://www.mvtimes.com/2014/08/20/historical-perspective-first-
president-put-marthas-vineyard-map/  

 

http://www.mvtimes.com/2014/08/20/historical-perspective-first-president-put-marthas-vineyard-map/
http://www.mvtimes.com/2014/08/20/historical-perspective-first-president-put-marthas-vineyard-map/


 
This was a house that both of us liked, and a man working on the upkeep of the house 
took a photo of the two of us.   
 

             
Elsa took a liking to the pinkish house.   

 



 
 

  

So she sat on the steps for a lovely photo.  

  

The name of the cottage was “Summer 

Love” – built in 1869 by L. Whitney Jr. 

https://newengland.com/today/travel/massachusetts/gingerbread-cottages-at-oak-bluffs-campground/  

https://newengland.com/today/travel/massachusetts/gingerbread-cottages-at-oak-bluffs-campground/


 

Trinity United Methodist Worship Center (UMC-MV), located in the Oak Bluffs 

Campgrounds across from the Tabernacle.  We went inside to take a look. 

 

 



 

Wesleyan Grove, aka Martha’s Vineyard Camp Meeting Association (MVCMA) or the 

Campgrounds. The Tabernacle is the physical and spiritual center of the Campground. 

It was built in 1879 by John W. Hoyt of Springfield, Massachusetts.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesleyan_Grove  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wesleyan_Grove


 
Model of Martha’s Vineyard Island.  Martha’s Vineyard, New England’s largest island, 

was formed by glacial action 10,000 years ago. Legend has it that the Vineyard was given 

its name in 1602 by Bartholomew Gosnold who named it for one of his little daughters 

and the wild grapes he found there. 

 
Ocean Park at Oak Bluffs with a small gazebo in the center. 



 

 

Enjoying a cup of coffee at Ocean Park with beautiful Victorian mansions in the 

background (on Ocean Avenue). 

 



 

We walked through the streets of Oak Bluffs to see all the beautiful Victorian mansions. 

 



 

  
There was a dog that reminded us of a friend’s dog named Nala.  The “mastiff” (Dogue 

de Bordeaux) sat quietly as we talked to it.  The ironical sign (“we accept no liability for 

injury, death or dismemberment”) was placed on the property to keep us away from that 

wrinkled-faced non-threatening dog. 



 

A curious three-wheeled vehicle passed us on the street.  It was parked later in the 

shopping area, and I felt it would be neat to have a photo of me and the “Peace on Earth” 

vehicle. 

 

 



 

And so our two day visit to Martha’s Vineyard was over, and we boarded the ferry at Oak 

Bluffs for our return trip to Woods Hole. 

 

 



 

Leaving Oak Bluffs.  And Martha’s Vineyard Island. 

 



 
Passing the West Chop Lighthouse, again.  

 

  
Returning to Woods Hole harbor. 

http://ma.usharbors.com/sites/default/files/harbor/120121/5640-woods-hole-great-harbor.jpg  

 

Our trip to Martha’s Vineyard was at an end, and now we would return to Boston for one 

last day on the East Coast. 

http://ma.usharbors.com/sites/default/files/harbor/120121/5640-woods-hole-great-harbor.jpg

