
DAY 4  -  BLACK HILLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
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Adventure Awaits – Welcome to South Dakota’s 

Black Hills & Badlands 

Explore over 5 million acres of forest and mountain land teeming with natural beauty, 
clear mountain lakes, and abundant opportunities for adventure. From the four faces 
carved at Mount Rushmore National Memorial to the otherworldly buttes of Badlands 
National Park — the Black Hills and Badlands are home to truly monumental places. 

https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/  
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Spearfish Canyon Through Time.  Bridal Veil Falls 

https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/places/parks-monuments/spearfish-canyon/  

A National Scenic Byway 

Imagine a place where the beauty of nature isn't just seen but felt, where every turn of 
the road opens up to yet another awe-inspiring view. The Spearfish Canyon Scenic 
Byway offers just that—a memorable journey through the heart of the Black Hills, 
showcasing the majesty of towering limestone cliffs, captivating waterfalls, and the 
serene beauty of the wilderness. Whether you're an avid nature lover, an adventurous 
hiker, or someone looking to find peace away from the hustle and bustle of city life, this 
22-mile route promises an escape into nature's wonders. 

https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/places/parks-monuments/spearfish-canyon/


 

Bridal Veil Falls, with its 60-foot drop, offers a picturesque backdrop for hikers and 
nature enthusiasts alike. A short hike on a gently winding trail brings you up close to this 
natural spectacle.  

 



 

Spearfish Canyon Flora and Fauna 

1. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) – Earning its name from its habit of 

bobbing up and down while perched on streamside rocks, the American 

dipper is a small gray bird native to the Black Hills. 

2. Beaver (Castor canadensis) – Beaver dams raise water tables and slow 

stream flow, providing habitat for a variety of plants and animals. 

3.  Botany – There are more than 500 species of plants known to occur in 

Spearfish Canyon. 



 

 



 

 



 

Spearfish Canyon Trails 

1. Roughlock Falls Trail – This trail follows Little Spearfish Creek up to 

Roughlock Falls. Length = 1 mile (one-way), moderate 

2. Spearfish Falls Trail – This trail descends into Spearfish Canyon and then 

follows Spearfish Creek to Spearfish Falls. Length=1.5 miles (round trip) 



 

https://www.deadwood.com/  

Historic Deadwood, SD 

 

In 1876, the Wild West town of Deadwood was born when prospectors came across a 
gulch full of dead trees and a creek full of gold. Historic Deadwood, SD is just as wild 
today as it was when legends like Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane and Seth Bullock 
roamed the streets. 

 

https://www.deadwood.com/
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Sign: Thousands of people suddenly burst into Deadwood Gulch in 1876. Some came 
to try their luck at mining; others hoped to strike it rich with supply stores, restaurants 
and saloons.   

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

Wild Bill Hickock 

 

Adams Museum 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
Welcome to Sturgis, Motorcycle City 

 

 

 



   
Ulysses Grant       Franklin D. Roosevelt 
https://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/historic-sites/city-of-presidents/ 
https://presidentsrc.com/map.html   Rapid City, “City of Presidents” 

     
Herbert Hoover  John Adams           Van Buren (?)  

https://www.visitrapidcity.com/things-to-do/historic-sites/city-of-presidents/
https://presidentsrc.com/map.html


    
Andrew Johnson  Lyndon B. Johnson                     James Monroe 

 



   
George H. Bush   Calvin Coolidge 

     
Chester A. Arthur                     Thomas Jefferson                      James Madison 



     
Gerald Ford            Bill Clinton                           Jimmy Carter 

       
Ronald Reagan                   George Washington 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



EXTRA 

CUSTER STATE PARK 

 

We were told that this was the best place to see the buffalo (bison). So, we took the 

loop trail to seem the buffalo, and other roadside animals. 

 

Elsa and I wanted to see the buffalo herd up close, so we ventured up 

to the fence that seemed to be a good protective barrier. 



 

 

 Buffalo “scat” 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Donkeys at a roadside stop. 

 

This one donkey seemed to like Elsa.  The donkey probably thought 

Elsa would feed him. 



 

 

 

 



 

 


