Chapter 7 – Ancient Corinth
(the Bema – Judgment Seat)
[Morning at the port of Pireaus, Greece]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth1.wma (audio file)
We said good-bye to Yanni, our tour guide in Greece, and boarded the bus with the tour
guide who would be with us the next two days. Voula Paraskevi had been a professional tour
guide for many years. She was listed on the web site for tourist guides in Greece under her name:
Kalapoda Paraskevi.
http://tour-guide.gr/en/guides-profiles/guideprofile.aspx?id=1378
My name Voula in Greek means ‘spot’ (dot). It’s a short-cut from my longer name
(Paraskevoula, meaning ‘little Paraskevi’). That was my grandmother’s name. I was born on a
Friday (Gr. Paraskevi), so I was named in honor of that day and my grandmother.
Our driver is called Lambros, and the name Lambros in Greek we call Easter. We also
call it Lambrini, which means ‘bright, a new day.’ He’s a nice guy.
We’re leaving Pireaus, the port of Athens, the largest port of the country. About 40% of
the imports and exports of the country take place through this port. In ancient times there was
also the ancient port of the city of Athens. On your way to the hotel (in Athens), you saw some of
the beaches along the coast. The distance between Pireaus and the center of the city Athens is
about 6 kilometers. In ancient times it was fortified. You can see some ancient stones by the
terminal building; these were parts of the wall. There is no doubt that underneath the houses of
Pireaus there are ruins, like you see on the left. It’s rare to travel around Greece without seeing
a place that is not associated with the past, an archaeological site.
We are going to drive around the port,
and then we will leave Pireaus to get to
Corinth. Corinth is about one hour and a half
drive, depending on the traffic on our way
out. On the map you can see we are in
Pireaus, and we are going to follow this red
line along the coast to Corinth. After Corinth,
we will continue to Mycenae.

Mycenae is not a biblical site. But it’s associated with the legends of Homer and the
impressive prehistoric citadel from the 16 th to 12th centuries before Christ. Homer mentions
Mycenae in his books, Iliad and Odyssey, and the king of Mycenae was Agamemnon. He was
the leader of the Greeks against Troy during the Trojan War. Some parts of the fortification have
survived in Mycenae, so it’s quite an interesting site.
In order to get to Corinth, we are going to cross Corinth Canal. We will have our first stop
at the canal, for pictures and for restroom, and for a drink and a snack. The canal of Corinth is
built on the isthmus – do you know the term?
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https://youtu.be/4OhlWbAIEJo (3:54)
Isthmus is a piece of land that separates two seas; it’s the geographical term we learn in
school in the second grade. On the map you can see the peninsula in which Corinth is located.
This peninsula is called Peloponnesse. Nissos in Greek means ‘island.’ And Pelops is the name
of the mythical founder of the Olympic games. You can see that Peloponnesse could have been
an island; the only part that links it with the rest of the country is this piece of land, the isthmus.
The city of Corinth is located about 6 kilometers (4 miles) from the isthmus. It is located
in a very strategic place near a mountain which was the acropolis (‘fortress’ or ‘high hill’) of the
ancient city. It overlooked the plain. The city had access to two seas: one was the Saronic Gulf
(left) that links to the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean; and the other was the Corinthian Gulf
(right) that links to the Ionian Sea (in the west) and the Adriatic Sea. So it was in a very strategic
location, because it was a city that mastered two ports, and all the trade passed through these
two ports. It was also a connection between east and west.
In ancient times, in the 6th century BC, when
Corinth was at its peak, they tried to cut a
canal through the isthmus. You can see (on
the map) that a boat has to sail around
Peloponnesse. And the sea down here
around the cape is very rough. The cape is
called Maleus. The ancient Greeks used to
say, ‘If you have to cross Maleus, forget your
home, because there is a big possibility that
you will never come back.’
So the
Corinthians tried to cut a canal on the
isthmus.
In the 6th century BC, they didn’t have the knowledge and the technical means, and they were
afraid of the wrath of gods because they were violating natural laws by digging there. They failed,
but they didn’t give up.
They built a road which links the two ports of Corinth. When a boat arrived at the eastern
port here in the Saronic Gulf the cargo was unloaded and put on barges driven by oxen, and it
was transferred overland. And when the boat was unloaded, it was put on a platform that had
wheels, and it was pulled by the sailors from one side to the other. This road was called Diolkos,
from the ancient word dielko, which means ‘I pull.’ This road was one of the reasons for the
prosperity of the city of Corinth. The sailors preferred to use the Diolkos and pay tolls rather than
to take the risk and sail around Peloponnesse. Part of the sections of this road have been
discovered. Actually, it functioned like the canal today. This was impressive, because the paved
road was used from the 6th century BC until the 8th century AD.
[For more information, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diolkos]
Today there is a canal at the isthmus, and this canal was cut in the 19 th century. We are
going to stop there once we get there in about an hour and a half. After we visit the canal, we will
drive to the archaeological site of Corinth. It’s not an impressive archaeological site, but for
Christian groups it’s very important because there are some places in the site which are

associated with the scriptures. For example, the Bema of Gallo that was the judgment seat of
Gallo, or the inscription in which the name of Erastus was mentioned. Erastus was the treasurer
from the city of Corinth. From a biblical point of view, there are authentic places in Corinth, so it’s
a very important site.
After Corinth we will have some lunch, and then we’ll visit Mycenae. Then later in the
afternoon, we’ll drive back to Athens. So that’s the traffic today.
You can see the boats for all the islands leave from this port (Pireaus). How many islands
are there? 2,000. Maybe 3,000, who knows. We really don’t know, for there are different
numbers, and there are rocky islands where nobody lives. We know that 126 islands are
inhabited.
Greece is a peninsula itself. On the map of Greece you can see that it shares borders
with Albania, Bulgaria, Macedonia, and Turkey. The border is 1,200 kilometers. On the west is
the Ionian Sea, with the nations of the Adriatic Sea, and in the east is the Aegean Sea. And, of
course, in the south is the Mediterranean Sea. So it’s a peninsula itself. And it covers an area of
about 134,000 square kilometers. This is the size of Alabama state (in the USA). A little bigger
than Kentucky state. About eleven million people live in Greece today, and about four million of
those live in Athens.
There are many groups of islands. The islands of Mykonos and Santorini are in the group
of islands called the Cyclades.
You see all those tents on the side – those are the refugees (from wars in Syria and Iraq)
who do not want to leave the port, although the Greek government has given them other places
to live. They hope that the borders will open and they will be able to go to other European
countries. The situation is not good at all. They need to be transferred to other places. We’re
afraid that they are going to stay here for a very long time. They don’t want to stay here; they
want to go to Europe. This affects the whole world.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth2.wma (audio file)
Now I will tell you about Greek Mythology of this area. I will start with the story of Demeter
and Persephone. Demeter was one of the 12 main gods & goddesses of Mount Olympus; there
was Zeus (Jupiter), Hera (Juno), Ares (Mars), Poseidon (Neptune), Athena, Apollo, Artemis,
Aphrodite, Hephaestus, Hermes, and Dionysus. [Hades, the god of the underworld, was an
aspect of the Zeus-Poseidon-Hades trinity, i.e. sky, water, earth.]
The legend tells us that Demeter (Ceres) had a daughter, whose name was Persephone
(Proserpine). One day, while Persephone was picking flowers from a field, the earth opened all
of a sudden, and the chariot of Hades (god of the underworld) appeared and took her with him.
Persephone cried out for help, but nobody could hear her and help her, only the god Helios, the
sun in the sky who could see everything, he saw what happened.
So Demeter left Mount Olympus and came down to the level of the earth, seeking for her
daughter. She arrived here in Elefsina (Eleusis), turned herself into an old woman, and she was
sitting on a rock next to a well. She was crying; she was mourning. Two daughter of the king, of
the royal family of Elefsina, came to take water from the well. The met this lady, and they tried to
comfort her. They took her to the palace where they offered her hospitality, not knowing who she
really was. Demeter accepted the invitation, and while she stayed in the palace she spent some
time with the baby boy of the royal family. She wanted to make a gift of thanksgiving to the royal
family. She didn’t tell anyone about that gift, which was to make the baby immortal by holding
him over the fire.
One night she did that, but the queen got up and wanted to check on her baby boy, and
she saw the old woman holding her child over the fire. Imagine the reaction – she screamed.
She stopped the process (of making the child immortal). Demeter was not very happy about that.

She had to reveal herself to the royal family. Of course, they were very honored that a goddess
was staying with them.
The legend tells us that in the ninth day in a row, the god Helios (the sun) revealed to
Demeter what happened to her daughter. So Demeter went to Mount Olympus again and asked
Zeus to order Hades to give back her daughter. Zeus knew that this was going to be very difficult,
because once she went down into the underworld she belonged to Hades. So he could not do
anything. Demeter was very furious. She came back down to the earth, and she stopped the
earth from producing crops. And you understand that this made people hungry, and not only that,
but they didn’t have enough crops for the sacrifices to the gods. So there was a disturbance
between the relationships gods and humans. So Zeus had to produce a solution to that.
To make the story short, Zeus and Hades made an agreement, and Demeter also agreed
with that. Half of the year Persephone would remain with her mother on the earth, and the rest
of the year with her husband Hades in the underworld. And this is a legend very well known to
many people in the Mediterranean area. The legend explains the differences in the seasons. The
time that Persephone is in the underworld with Hades are the months of autumn and winter, when
people cannot cultivate the earth, of course, because it’s cold; but the ancient people believed it
was because Demeter was sad. When Persephone comes back on the earth, Demeter is so
happy that she allows the crops to give fruit and the flowers to blossom. These are the months
of spring and summer.
The goddess Demeter wanted to make a gift to the people of Elefsina for helping her to
overcome her grief and comfort her while she was seeking for her daughter, so she gave them
two presents: one was the knowledge of overcoming the fear of death. And these were the
Eleusinian Mysteries, which were held in honor of Demeter. From every grave, a new life grows
– that was the message. So one gift was the knowledge to overcome the fear of death, and the
second gift was the seed of grain and the art of making bread. You see, people did not know how
to make bread in ancient times.
The Eleusinian Mysteries were a great festival, a very important festival which was held
here in Elefsina since the 2 nd millennium before Christ. When Elefsina came under the authority
of Athens, the Athenians took care of this festival.
The Eleusinian Mysteries were separated into two sections: the Lesser Mysteries, which
were celebrated in the spring; and the Greater Mysteries, which were celebrated in September
(in the fall). During the spring time, the people who wanted to be initiated, they had to take part
in a seminar, a teaching session; priests from the Sanctuary of Demeter arrived in Athens at the
slopes of the acropolis, and they did the teaching. They were getting ready for the initiation.
Everyone was allowed to be initiated. There was no discrimination between male or female,
between slaves or free, between poor or wealthy. The only ones who were not allowed to be
initiated were the ones who had committed a crime or a sacrilegious act, and they had not asked
for purification, they had not repented through sacrifice.
So, you see, everyone was equal in front of death. That is the message here. Everybody
was equal. We know that famous Roman generals and emperors, like Marcus Aurelius and
Hadrian, had been initiated at the Eleusinian Mysteries. And they were treated the same with the
others.
In September, the people who had been prepared with the teaching had to take a bath of
purification in the Bay of Phalerum near Athens. This bath – it was actually a baptism –
symbolized a burial, i.e. they buried the ‘self of ignorance.’ Also, they buried the clothes with
which they had been baptized, and when they came out of the water they wore white garments
because that was the new man (person). You see, they were dressed as a new man (person);
they buried the ‘man of ignorance’ and they were dressed in the ‘man of knowledge’ (gnosis).
After that, the high priestesses led a great procession from Athens to Elefsina.
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https://youtu.be/lK6-3fMen9M (7:24)
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth3.wma (audio file)
Where we are driving now, there
used to be a road called ‘the Sacred Road
(Way)’ because the procession followed that
road. And the Sanctuary of Demeter was on
the other side of the gulf. The priestesses
were leading the way, and the people
followed. Once they arrived in the evening at
the Sanctuary of Demeter, they were given a
meal to eat; it was a kind of soup with barley.

Then they went underneath the temple, in a dark room, where they spent the night. During
that time, they could hear things – unclear words – and screams; they were learning things. We
don’t know exactly what happened there because people were not allowed to speak about it.
They were allowed to speak about their experience, but not the process. It was kept secret – a
mystery. And actually, not only were they not allowed to speak about it, but if they were caught
violating that law (of secrecy), they had to be killed. The punishment for that (revealing of sacred
mysteries) was death.
During the night, it was so dark and scary, that around three o’clock a light from the roof
started coming into the room. This small light became a big flame, and people could see that
from outside, on the roof of the temple. That was the second section of the initiation, the second
part of the mysteries. It was the happy part.
In the morning, by dawn, the people came out of that place onto the stairs of the temple.
What the people said, was that the experience that they had during that time was so shattering
that it changed their life-style and their way of thinking. The feeling that they had after coming
back to earth was expressed with a word called ‘makariotes’ – the word ‘makarios’ is a word which
really cannot be translated even in your modern Greek language. Makarios is the person who is
blessed, who has joy and peace in his heart, no matter what the circumstances and situations are
around him. This peace comes from the direct contact with God. It’s a great word with a very
deep meaning. You know the beatitudes that we read Jesus spoke in the New Testament
(Matthew 5:8), in the Greek language they are called ‘makarisme’; and the first word that you read
‘Blessed be’, in the Greek language it is ‘makariosin.’ So makarios is the person who is blessed,
who has peace and joy in his heart because he has a direct contact with God. It’s a great word.
So these mysteries (and the festival), although it was celebrated in honor of the goddess
Demeter, it played a role in its own way as part of God’s revelation about his presence. In the
festival there were three words (terminology of the mysteries) that had become international
words: one is makarios; the other is mystery (mysterium), a sacred secret that will only be
revealed by God. In the Old Testament the word mystery is mentioned only once: in the Book of
Daniel, when Daniel was prophesizing in front of King Nebuchadnezzar (a Syrian king), and he
said to the king, ‘God is the one who will reveal the mysteries.’ (Daniel 2:22, 47).

The Apostle Paul used the word mystery almost thirty times in the New Testament. (I Cor.
2:7, 15:51; Ephesians 5:32, Col. 1:27; also Jesus uses it in Matthew 13:11). [Also, Paul appears
to use the same language used in initiations in the Mysteries when he hears “unspeakable words,’
which it is not “lawful for a man to utter.” II Corinthians 12:1-4]
The third word is ‘apocalypsis’ – a revelation. ‘Calypto’ means cover up, ‘apocalypto’
means to uncover. And this was exactly what happened during the initiation. The high priest (aka
hierophant) ‘apocalypto’ – uncovered – the secret (sacred) box in which items associated with
initiation and the cult of Demeter were kept. So he opened and displayed the sacred items only
to those who were going to be initiated. And God is really the only one who is going to reveal to
us mysteries that we don’t understand as human beings, as mortals, on this earth. But when we
get to heaven, God will reveal to us all these (mysteries).
So, three words in the international terminology: ‘apocalypsis’ (uncovering, unveiling),
‘makarios’ (state of blessedness, bliss), and ‘mysterion’ (mystery of hidden things).
The contribution of the ancient Greek words for the preparation of the writing of the New
Testament is undoubtedly very important. Remember that God is Lord of history, and the generals
and the kings who make decisions in this world were only puppets at the hands of God. In the
Book of Acts, Chapter 14, Apostle Paul was in Lystra, a city of Lycaonia – he was there with
Barnabus – and the people tried to worship him (after he healed a cripple man), believing that
Barnabus was Zeus (Jupiter) and Paul was Hermes (Mercurius), and Apostle Paul, of course,
stopped them from doing that. He told them, ‘In the past God allowed the nations to their own
ways, but he never left himself ‘amartyron’ – which in Greek means, without a witness.’ (Acts
14:16-17) God’s presence has always been in the world, although people follow their own ways.
God has used people and circumstances – through faiths and beliefs – in order to reveal himself.
As Christians, we believe that the Eleusinian Mysteries was part of that.
The ancient Greek civilization started in a way as the history and culture of the west, but
it became the means of transporting the gospel to the world. Remember that the New Testament
was written in the Greek language. It was the Greek language and the Greek culture which was
spread in the 5th century BC, and the terminology of the classical times which was also used in
the New Testament in order to express important views.
Tomorrow we will be in Athens, and we will talk about democracy and the term ‘ecclesia,’
which today means church, but originally it meant the gathering of the people who were discussing
the issues of the city. Then there’s the term Logos (Word) – all these words which we know today
in the New Testament come from Greece.
Now we have left the toll, and so we have left Athens behind us, and down to the left you
can see the shipyards in the Gulf (Bay) of Elefsina. Soon on the left side you will see Saronic
Gulf; we are going to be driving parallel to this gulf all the way to Corinth. From here Corinth is
about 45 minutes. In the distance to the left – you see the mountains there – this belongs to the
island of Salamis. Between that island and the mainland of Athens, a naval battle took place
between the Persians and the Greeks in the year 480 BC. It was a very famous battle, and the
Greeks won that battle, bringing an end to the Persian wars. It was one of the significant naval
battles in the world’s history – the naval battle of Salamis.
The gray mountains in the far distance belong to the Peloponnesse Peninsula. We are
heading in that direction to Corinth.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth4.wma (audio file)
You see again on the left the Saronic Gulf, and in the distance the mountains of the
Peloponnesse Peninsula. You can see a big limestone quarry. Near that limestone quarry is the
port of Cenchrea. We will get closer soon. But here we pass through some tunnels. These
tunnels are cut through the rocky mountains. In ancient times, here in the caves of the mountains
there lived robbers. It was one of the most dangerous places of the trip between Athens and

Corinth. These robbers attacked the travelers. We know that from historical accounts, and we
that up until the 19th century there were incidents of robbers here. You see how rocky the
mountains are. Apostle Paul followed the same route that we follow today. To travel from Athens
to Corinth was about 80 kilometers (50 miles). We believe that he walked from Athens to Corinth.
He could have taken the boat from Pireaus to Cenchrea – it’s not that far. However, most scholars
believe that he walked.
You know, a person walks about 5 kilometers per hour, about 3 miles per hour. He cannot
walk more than eight hours, at least this is how it used to be. This means that he can cover about
40 kilometers (25 miles) per day, depending on how difficult the terrain is. So one day’s journey
covered approximately 25 miles. It must have taken two days for Apostle Paul to cover the 80
kilometers distance between Athens and Corinth. Usually, most people spent the night at Megara
– we know that there were inns or taverns and stables for the horses there – so he must have
spent the first night at Megara. The following day, with the daylight, he must have walked through
this dangerous part where the robbers used to hide.
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https://youtu.be/CQN2hJMs_1g (4:07)
Remember, in the letter to the Corinthians, Apostle Paul writes to the church, ‘I have come
to preach to you despite the difficulty and the dangers I have to face, dangers on land, dangers
at sea, and dangers by bandits. (2 Corinthians 11:26) So maybe in this place which was well
known (or infamous) because of the robbers, he met the robbers and had that kind of experience.
The place here is called Kalka Skala, which means bad location. It’s associated with a lot of
legendary robbers, and I’m going to tell you about one that you probably heard about. The name
of that robber was Procrustes, who was a very cruel robber. He had made a bed of a certain
length, and after stealing from his victims, he forced them to lay on a bed. If the body was shorter
than the bed, Procrustes used to stretch the body until it reached the length of the bed. If the
body was longer than the bed, Procrustes used to chop off either feet or head – whatever he felt
like at the time – in order to fit the length of the bed. Athenian legend tells us that the hero
Theseus, on his way to Athens, met Procrustes and fought with him, and he killed this cruel
robber. So he saved the travelers from the robber. The term Procrustean bed or Procrustean
method has become a philosophical term; Procrustean bed means forcing someone to fit a certain
scheme or in a certain pattern. Have you heard that before? Yes.
Many years ago I was with a Christian group from a church with a pastor, and when the
pastor heard that story he said, ‘Ok, you gave me an idea, an illustration, that I’m going to use
next Sunday in my sermon.’ I said, ‘What do you mean?’ He said, ‘The Procrustean bed reminds
me of some Christians and the way they read and interpret the scriptures; they have already made
their own decision about the meaning of the verse because it fits them, and they try to fit the Bible
verse into their own interpretation.’ It’s not something that is biblically correct; we have to allow
God to speak to us through his Word and we have to allow the Holy Spirit to explain to us the
Word, and not try to squeeze our own interpretation into the verse.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth5.wma (audio file)

To your left, now – at eleven o’clock
– Cenchrea was the ancient port of Corinth.
Cenchrea is mentioned in the Bible. Apostle
Paul ended his second missionary journey
there; he took the boat from Cenchrea and
sailed to Ephesus. Cenchrea is also the
place where he got his hair cut (because of a
vow he took there, Acts 18:18). Some
scholars believe it was Apollos who had his
hair cut – and not Paul. (Some even think
that the verse supports the idea that Aquila,
not Paul, made the vow.)
[Acts 18:18. Cenchrea was Corinth’s main port on the isthmus; it also harbored temples
of Isis, Artemis, Aphrodite, Asclepius and Poseidon. Some pagan priests (e.g., of Isis) shaved
their heads; hence a pagan observer who did not know Paul could have taken him for such a
priest. Apuleius in his Metamorphosis writes of the initiation that he took at Cenchrea: the
devotee first had to live a chaste life, abstaining from certain foods, especially meat and wine; this
was the period of purification, which included a ten day fast, and afterwards a ritual bath, i.e.
baptism; afterwards he is initiated into the Mysteries of Isis by traveling to the ‘underworld’ and
experiencing the mystical ‘death and resurrection’ and having a vision of the ‘midnight sun.’]
Anyway, this incident is mentioned, and also we know that Cenchrea was a church which
was obviously a daughter church of the one in Corinth. And there was a lady who served the
church there. Her name was Phebe (‘moon’). Romans 16:1. This is the salutation chapter, and
it referred to Phebe, as Apostle says, ‘I commend you Phebe, the sister – he uses four beautiful
words to describe her – sister, saint, servant, and protectress of many, and of Paul himself.’
These were beautiful words to describe a Corinthian woman – she must have been a very good
helper of Apostle Paul. Some scholars believe that Phebe was the one who carried the letter to
Rome; she was the postwoman.
Soon we will stop at the Corinth canal. Let me tell you a few things about the canal. I told
you that in ancient times there was an effort to cut the canal, but they failed so they built the
Diolkos (paved trackway to more boats overland). There was another effort to cut the canal here
during the time of Nero. Nero used six and a half thousand Jews prisoners (slaves); they had
started to build the canal from both sides. However, when Nero was assassinated in 67 AD, the
whole project was abandoned. Today there is a canal, and we can see one of the exits here.
The canal is four miles long (six kilometers long). It is 21 meters wide at the bottom and 25 meters
wide on the surface. That’s about 68 feet wide at the bottom and 82 feet on the surface. The
depth of the water is eight meters (about 26 feet). So you see it’s not very deep. It’s not that
large, and it’s not very deep, so only sailing boats, small cruise boats, and small cargo boats go
through the canal.
The canal was built in the 19th century. They started in 1883, and it was finished in 1896.
It helped a lot of the shipping traffic in the 19 th century.
We are now going to stop at the canal. We will take a short break here, and there’s a
shop for snacks, and also a restroom. There are some books, too. You can see the bridge, and
you can walk there, but be very careful when you are on the bridge because there are lots of
pickpockets around. And there’s a narrow walkway. So be careful when you are on the bridge.

Looking east.

Looking west.
[There was an interesting story that I had
read about the possibility of building the
canal during Nero’s time. It pertained to the
philosopher Apollonius of Tyana whose life
story I had been following for quite some
time. When he was at the isthmus he made
a curious prediction: And as he was at the
Isthmus, when the sea was roaring around
Lechaeum and hearing it, he said: "This neck
of land shall be cut through, or rather it shall
not be cut." Later it was confirmed: “But
mark the upshot of the oracle of Apollonius.

They began to dig the canal at Lechaeum, but they had not advanced more than about four stadia
of continuous excavation when Nero stopped the work of cutting it. Some say because Egyptian
men of science explained him the nature of the seas, and declared that the sea above Lechaeum
would flood and obliterate the island of Aegina, and others because he apprehended a revolution
in the empire. Such then was the meaning of Apollonius’ prediction that the Isthmus would be cut
through and would not be cut through.” Life of Apollonius of Tyana, by Philostratus, Book IV,
Chap. XXIV]
[When we were back in the bus after our short break, Voula continued her narration.]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth6a.wma (audio file)
It’s 80 meters (262 feet) from the top of the bridge. That’s why it’s used for bungee
jumping. Now, we crossed the canal and we are in the Peloponnessian Peninsula. This
peninsula covers an area of about 21,000 square meters (226,042 square feet). You see that it’s
in the shape of a mulberry leaf; that’s why during the 18th and 19th century, the nickname of the
peninsula was ‘moreas’ (mouria is a mulberry tree in Greek) because it has the shape of a
mulberry leaf. Peloponnesse has about one million people, inhabitants. There are many
interesting sites here that have been excavated since the 19th century.
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https://youtu.be/D4mO9WEF3GI (5:00)
There are many interesting sites here that are associated with important events and places
of Greek history. For example, the city-state of Sparta is located on the peninsula. The Sanctuary
of Zeus Olympia is here in the west. There’s the pre-historical of Mycenea which we will visit. So
it’s a very long history in this area, with many archaeological sites. Because it’s a peninsula, there
are lots of beaches around. There are many nice places for family holidays.
The largest city in Peloponnesse is Patras, in the northern peninsula; it is the third largest
city of Greece, and there is a port there. There is a connection with Italy, with Venice and other
cities.
Look on the right hand side. You can see some ruins of walls. This is a Byzantine wall,
which goes back to the 6th century after Christ (AD). It was the work of Emperor Justinian, the
Byzantine emperor (518-527 AD). Justinian built a wall around the isthmus in order to protect it.
These are the remains of that wall. In Patras, also, there is a university, and a university hospital.
There is a regular transportation connection with the rest of Europe through Italy. Many visitors
who come to Greece come through the Peloponnesse. About ten million people visit here every
summer.
We are on the old highway, and you can see the Corinthian Gulf. There is a small town
on the right called Loutraki; it’s a spa town, with sulfur waters which are good in cases of
rheumatism, arthritis, and skin diseases. There are mineral springs, also. It’s a very popular
place, and since it’s not far from Athens, it’s used a lot, especially on holidays in the summer.
We are now driving outside the modern city of Corinth. The modern city of Corinth was
built in the 19th century, and there is a port through which the products are exported – like currants,
raisins, figs, oranges, and lemons. The plain is very rich and fertile agriculturally. The population
is about 60,000. This is the modern city.
The ancient city of Corinth is located on the slopes of the mountain (the rocky hill) that you
see on the left – the Acrocorinth. The height of this hill is 580 meters (1902 feet). There is an
impressive castle on top, very impregnable, one of the strongest fortresses in Europe. On top of
the hill you can see some walls – these are the fortifications. Inside the walls, which are well
preserved, were the barracks of the soldiers, the storerooms, and temples. The most popular
temple there was the temple of Aphrodite (goddess of love), who was served by one thousand
priestesses; they were temple prostitutes. We will talk about that later.
We have a better view of the Acrocorinth now. Let me tell you a few things about the
history of the ancient city of Corinth before we arrive there. There are two periods in the history
of Corinth during which the city was at its peak. The first period was the 6 th century BC. During
that time new colonies were established in the Mediterranean. Athletic games were established
in honor of various gods. The first big temples were built in the 6th century. A lot of products were
exported at that time. The 6 th century was the golden age for Corinth. The Diolkos (paved
trackway for boats) was constructed; this road was one of the reasons for the prosperity of the
city, because the sailors preferred to use the Diolkos, and when they were waiting for their turn,
they spent their money in the red-light districts of the city. Plus they had to pay tolls to do that.
‘Wealthy Corinth’ – that was the nickname of the city in the 6th century BC.
In the 3rd century, the Isthmian games started. The Isthmian games were athletic games
in honor of Poseidon (god of the sea) near Isthmus, the Sanctuary of Poseidon. However, the
city of Corinth had the responsibility of the games, which means all the profit of the games came
to the Corinthians. The Corinthians constructed boats, and with these boats they transported two

of the main products of their city: the terracotta vases, especially the small ones which were filled
with perfume; grapes; and olive oil. Corinth was also famous for their bronze castings. Corinthian
bronze contained 14% tin, and this made the bronze very bright. It looked like gold. So the
Corinthian bronze was very famous, especially during Roman times among the art collectors, who
paid big amounts of money to have at least one piece of Corinthian bronze in their collection.
Josephus, the Jewish writer, tells us that the doorposts of the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem,
which dates to the time of Jesus, was coated with bronze from Corinth; that’s why the gate was
called Corinthian gate.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth6b.wma (audio file)
The Corinthians established colonies; the island of Corfu was an island of the Corinthians.
The city of Syracuse in Sicily was a colony of the Corinthians. The Corinthians also cut coins that
show how advanced they were, and how wealthy they were because of the trade.
You can see that we now have left the road and are heading towards the village of Old
Corinth. You see the Acrocorinth; imagine that the city was extending from the slopes of the
Acrocorinth all the way down to the sea. If you look on your left hand side, you can see the plain
of Corinth. Imagine that the city was fortified. At the Gulf of Corinth, near the white building and
the factory, it looks like a beach, but it’s not a beach – it was the port of Corinth, near the hillock
that is close to the water. This is the area of Lechaio, which was the ancient port (Lechaeum).
We see nothing from that port today because it is all under the water now.
In the middle of the 6th century after Christ, about 550 AD, a tremendous earthquake struck
here. The center of the earthquake was at the bottom of the sea near the gulf, and it was so
strong that it destroyed the city completely. The sea level rose, so the ruins of the port are
underwater today. Anyone with goggles can see the ruins. It is an archaeological site today.
There was a road that linked the port with ancient Corinth. We will see part of this road at the
archaeological site.
So that was the 6th century BC, Corinth at its peak. In the 5 th century, Athens became the
number one city-state, and Corinth lost most of its importance. That was something Corinth was
envious of, so there was not a good relationship between Athens and Corinth. There was trade,
after all money makes friends. However, they were not really good friends. So during the
Peloponessian War between Sparta and Athens, Corinth sided with Sparta against Athens.
During the Hellenistic times of Philip II, the father of Alexander the Great – and during the time of
Alexander the Great himself – Corinth became the seat of the capital of an association called ‘the
Achaean League.’ In his effort to unify all Greeks into one country, Philip II organized a
conference here at Corinth. He was not very successful, though. He was assassinated (336 BC)
in Vergina (Aegea), the first Macedonian capital, during the wedding of his daughter. So his plans
for unifying Greece to fight against the Persians were cancelled for a while; later they were fulfilled
by his son, Alexander the Great.
The year 146 BC is the year that the Romans conquered Corinth. I interrupt – look on the
right – do you see the walls. These are the walls that surrounded the city of Corinth. Now we are
entering the city, part of the walls are here; so we are inside the area of ancient Corinth. Where
we just passed there used to be a gate; of course, none of that has survived. So, in the year 146
BC, after the battle outside of the walls of the city, the Corinthians were defeated by the Romans,
and the Romans destroyed the city completely. They burned down the temple. They destroyed
the statues, or they took them to Rome. They enslaved people, and they killed people. The
triumphal procession to Rome lasted nine days. Imagine it was one of the biggest victories of the
Romans on Greek soil.
For one hundred years the city of Corinth was abandoned and lay in ruins. Then in the
year 44 BC, Julius Caesar ordered the reconstruction of the city – this time as a Roman colony.
That was the second period of splendor for Rome during the Roman times.

I interrupt for a minute here because I want you to see the new Greek Orthodox church.
You can see a mosaic on its exterior wall. The mosaic depicts the vision of Apostle Paul – he
sees Jesus standing in full glory, and Paul is laying on the ground. That’s the conversion of
Apostle Paul on the way to Damascus. The scene on the right shows Paul preaching and teaching
in Corinth; and the scene on the left shows some of the miracles of Apostle Paul. It’s a modern
mosaic, but it copies the Byzantine style. The Greek Orthodox churches today follow the same
style for their paintings, murals, frescoes, and mosaics of the 6 th century AD.
The second period of Roman splendor is when Apostle Paul visited Corinth, when it was
part of the Roman Empire. During that time Corinth was one of the five wealthiest and largest
cities of the Roman Empire: Rome the capital, Alexandria of Egypt, Antioch of Syria, Ephesus,
and Corinth. All of the trade of the cities passed through Corinth. So you understand how
important the city was. Unfortunately, from the ancient city only 5% has survived. The modern
village that we are driving through right now lies on top of it. When this village was built, this was
still under the Turkish occupation, and there were no laws for the protection of the archaeological
sites. So unfortunately people did whatever they wanted, plus they used the ancient material for
the new buildings. So there are very few original items or buildings that survived from ancient
times. Only the Forum – the Roman downtown – the center of the ancient city during Roman
times has been preserved. In the Forum, we will see the Bema, the authentic place where Apostle
Paul was brought before Gallio, the proconsul. So at least from a biblical point of view, it’s a very
important place.

You see the archaeological site on our right, and the columns of the Temple of Apollo
further down. Some excavations are still continuing. The American School of Classical Studies
has the responsibility for the excavation here, so they work with some students that come from

the United States and from Greece. Also on the right you can see a fenced area that belonged
to a temple that was dedicated to the Emperor cult. Remember that this was important in the
Roman cities.

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth1.jpg
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth2.jpg
[Begin tour of Ancient Corinth archaeological site]

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth7.wma (audio file)

His name (Erastus) is mentioned in the Bible, so from a biblical point of view this is a very
important discovery. The inscription on the stone goes back to Roman time, and we read the
following:
‘Latin: ERASTVS. PRO. AED. S.P. STRAVIT.’ Let me explain what it is: ‘Stravit’ means laid the
pavement. Maybe this pavement (in front of us), or the pavement behind which was another
street. So Erastus laid the pavement. S.P. are the initials which are abbreviation for ‘sua pecunia’
(with his own money, at his own expense). Why did he do that? ‘Pro aedilitate’, in return for his
aedileship. What was that? ‘Aedile’ was a Roman officer who was appointed by the Roman
emperor to the colony as a governor; he had to be a native of the colony, and he had to be
wealthy. And honest, also, and not cheat and take money that belongs to the city. He had the
responsibility of taking care of public buildings; he was the minister of the finances of the city, the
treasurer; and he took care of construction in public places, including roads. He also took care of
public festivals.
The Greek word for Aedile is ‘Oikonomos’ (from the word economy). When we say that
someone is ‘Oikonomos’ of the household, that means he took care not only of the finances, but
also of the entire household.
When the archaeologists discovered this inscription, they came to the conclusion that the
person whose name is inscribed here is the same one whose name is written in the New
Testament. Erastus is a very rare name. We don’t find it often. We find it here on the inscription
and in the Bible. The date, which is the first half of the 1st century AD, and the title ‘aedile’ (not
found often) makes it conclusive. The Book of Romans, Chapter 16 – the salutation chapter –
and verse 23, we read: ‘Aspazetai hymas Gaios ho xenos mou kai holes tes ekklesias aspazetai
hymas
Erastos
ho
oikonomos
tes
poleos
kai
Kouartos
ho
adelphos.’
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/16-23.htm (‘Gaius mine host, and of the whole church,
saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother.’ - KJV,
public domain).
It seems that Erastus came to the city at the time Paul was in Corinth – Apostle Paul was
in Corinth between 51-52 AD, for eighteen months – and the term of Erastus (for two years) as
aedile (chamberlain in English) expired and he followed Apostle Paul to the mission field as his
helper.
We find the name Erastus again in
the Book of Acts, Chapter 19, verse 22:
‘Aposteilas de eis ten Makedonian dyo ton
diakonounton auto Timotheon kai Eraston
autos epeschen chronon eis ten Asian.’
(‘So he sent into Macedonia two of them that
ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus;
but he himself stayed in Asia for a season.’
KJV).
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/acts/1922.htm
So Erastus was one of the co-workers of Apostle Paul. And the third time that his name
is mentioned is in 2 Timothy, Chapter 4, verse 20: ‘Erastos emeinen en Korintho Trophimon de
apelipon en Mileto asthenounta.’ (‘Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum
sick.’ KJV). http://biblehub.com/interlinear/2_timothy/4-20.htm Erastus stayed in Corinth while I
left Trophimus in Miletum. So you understand how important this inscription is. Here we really
touch the Scriptures.
We’re thankful to archaeologists who keep finding inscriptions to verify and prove that the
Bible is true. And here in Greece there are a couple of things like that which prove the authenticity

of the Scriptures. And the Erastus inscription is one of them. This inscription proves also that the
early church of Corinth didn’t belong only to the low class. During the time that Apostle Paul was
in Corinth during the Roman times, Corinth was a melting pot of thousands of people who lived
here, from the wealthiest to the poorest, slaves, merchants came to work and do business here,
sailors came to work at the docks, athletes came to participate in the games – it was a melting
pot of many nationalities, and many religions. The church members were part of that – that was
the city. And there were not only local people, but also members of the government were
members of the church. Erastus most definitely was the most outstanding nationality in the city
of Corinth. So it’s important to have that in mind.
During the time that Apostle Paul lived in Corinth, the population of the city must have
been around 150,000 people who lived within the walls. We have a writer called Athenaeus, who
lived in the 2nd century AD, who said that the population of Corinth was 300,000 citizens plus
400,000 slaves. But the modern archaeologists do not agree with that number; they say it’s too
big, too many people to live within the walls. Maybe Athenaeus included the number of people
who lived outside the walls, in other towns, but they were under the responsibility of the city of
Corinth. But even 150,000 is a big number for an ancient city.
Nevertheless, it was a big city, and Apostle Paul founded the church here without a
problem. So that’s the inscription. What we see is the foundation – imagine this all covered with
lead. Since it was covered with a metal, it was taken (by people) and it did not survive.

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth4.jpg
Now, the ruins behind me belong to the theater; the stage building was here. The
orchestra of the theater was half-circle, and this is an indication to know that the theater is Roman.
A very simple way to discern a Greek from a Roman theater is to look at the orchestra. The
orchestra is the floor, the pavement, between the seats and the stage. If the orchestra is fullcircle, it means it’s Greek. If it’s half-circle, it means it’s a Roman theater. The Romans also had
the arches; here we don’t see any arches.
[On our way to the Odeon - “Singing Place” - and Temple of Apollo]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth8.wma (audio file)
The first row of seats starts quite high; they made it like a wall in order to protect the
spectators from the animals or from the flood (of water). Sometimes it was filled with water when
they pretended to have naval battles; that was very popular with Romans. We don’t have any
indication of people being thrown to animals here in Corinth. We know there were fights between
animals, but not with humans.

The odeon here was for meetings, for drama; it had a roof. The odeon was used mainly
for music. Odeon comes from the word ‘ode,’ which means song. So the odeons were always
smaller, seating about 3,000 spectators; it was covered for acoustics. Sometimes this building
was used for council meetings. Always in a city – especially in a big city – there was an odeon
and a theater. The odeon here was built 100 years after Christ. It is completely Roman, while
the theater was Greek and became Roman during the Roman time.

[Read the sign at: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth9.jpg ]
[At the Glauke Fountain] This little spot had water. You can see four basins cut in the
rock. It’s called Glauke (Fountain). According to the legend, Glauke was the daughter of King
Creon of Corinth. Glauke fell in love with Jason of the Argonauts. However, Jason was already
married to Medea – this women who was not mentally well – who out of revenge killed their
children. You know that story. Also, out of revenge she sent a gift to Glauke, and that gift was a
garment that had poison on it. When Glauke put the garment on her body, she started to burn
with fire and she jumped into the water to put out the fire, but instead she drowned.
So that’s the tragic event, the story of Glauke, and the spring was called after her name
(i.e. Glauke’s Fountain or Well).
A main source of water was at one of the main streets linking the city of Corinth with the
city of Sicyon, which was a nearby city about 20 kilometers away.
Now let’s continue to where the temple is.
[At the Temple of Apollo]

Look at the columns. Is it fluted? Yes, they are fluted (vertical hollow grooves on the
columns). Is this marble? No, this is porous stone. It’s like limestone with holes. Imagine that
the walls and columns were covered with plaster and painted. The columns on top are Doric style
(simple circular capitals at the top of columns). Of course, they’re not straight, but what is
interesting on the columns is – I don’t know if you’re able to discern that – they are made of one
single piece. They are not cut in drums, sections one of top of the other. They are monolithic –
one single piece of stone. This indicates that it is very old.
It comes from the beginning of the 5 th century BC. Because the Romans worshipped
Apollo, they didn’t destroy the temple; they restored it and they used it. There were six columns
in the narrow sides (width) and fifteen columns in the long sides (length). The usual ratio – the
golden ratio that the temples had in the classical times – was 9:4 (9 to 4). This means that the
length of the temple had twice as many columns than the narrow sides (width) plus one.
(4x2=8+1=9) So the usual side of a temple in the classical times 6 by 13. (6x2=12+1=13) The
corner columns are counted twice. The Parthenon has 8 by 17. (8x2=16+1=17) So that’s the
golden ratio. Here we don’t see the golden ration. Here it’s 6 by 15.
Now, on the other side of the gulf is Delphi. You may remember that Delphi was
considered the center of the earth. And it was a place where the oracles (prophecies) were given.
That was the worship of Apollo. Apollo was the god of light, of harmony, of music, and of
prophecy. So ecstasy was part of the rituals and worship of Apollo. We do know that at Delphi
the lady who gave the prophecy was called Pythia – after Python – who was a huge snake.
According to the legend, Apollo killed the Python and became the life owner of the sanctuary.
The snake Python was the son of Gaia (Mother Earth). The victory of Apollo over the Python
represents the victory of the gods over the pre-Hellenic people. The people went down there to
ask for prophecies, and they had to make sacrifices.
Then they went down under the temple where there was a cave, and Pythia (the oracle
lady) was sitting on a tripod, which was sitting over a chasm (opening in the earth) out of which
vapors came. We know today that these vapors – they are known as ether gas – so there were
indeed vapors there. And she was munching laurel leaves, and filled with ecstasy, she started
saying unclear sounds which were interpreted by the priests. Hieraclitus, a writer of the 3 rd century
BC, says the god of the oracle never revealed himself; he only gives hints. So there were never
clear answers, and people had to think what that god meant. But by doing that, it turned out that
the oracle was always right. The wrong interpretation was the fault of the people and not the fault
of the god.
But the ecstasy – I want to emphasize that – similar phenomenon took place here at this
temple (in Corinth). And maybe that’s why Apostle Paul uses as an illustration in 1 Corinthians,
Chapter 13 – the chapter of love – even if we speak in the tongues of men and angels, but we
have no love, we are nothing (verse 1). So he tells to the Corinthians: You have this temple, and
you worship God (Apollo) – even the pagans knew about God – even that, even if you speak in

the tongues of men and angels, but if you don’t have love, you are nothing. This shows that he
knew these things.
So at this Temple of Apollo we see only seven columns have survived. We see only the
back part. The entrance to the ancient temple was always at the east. So the entrance was on
the other side. So let’s walk around it.
The first part of the temple was called a porch. The central part of the sanctuary was
called the cella. The third part was called the opisthodomos, or treasury. The treasury was used
by the priest for the utensils, and for votives from the pilgrims. The central part in Greek was
called ‘Naos’ (comes from the word ‘Naeo’, which means to live, to inhabit). So ‘Naos’ was the
place where God lived. And today in the Greek language we still use the word ‘Naos’ for the
church building – it’s where God lives.
Apostle Paul uses that illustration when he tells the Corinthians that our body is ‘Naos’ –
temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16). It’s not the temple of Apollo or of Aphrodite – or of any pagan
god – but it’s the temple of God, where God lives. Our body is where God lives. If we believe, of
course.
Sign: Temple of Apollo. The seven standing
columns of the Archaic temple are one of the
most prominent landmarks of Corinth.
Contrary to one’s first impression, however,
the view from this point is of back of the
building. The dedication of the temple to
Apollo is deduced from Pausanias’
description of Corinth combined with a small
plaque which was dedicated to Apollo and
found in the area. Built in the middle of the
6th century BC to replace a destroyed 7 th
century predecessor, the temple is in Doric
order and originally had six columns at each
end and fifteen along each side.
Notable characteristics of its archaic date include the great length of the temple relative to
its width, the large monolithic columns, and the squat, widely flaring capitals. Although most of
this mid-6th century BC building has been destroyed, the bedrock preserves cuttings made to
receive the foundation blocks and thus allows a reconstruction of the temple’s plan. The interior
of the temple consists of a porch at either end and a long central part (the cella) divided into two
rooms by a cross wall. The traditional reconstruction of the plan makes this cross wall a solid wall
and provides access to the western room of the cella through the western door. Alternatively, the
cross wall may have been pierced by a doorway, in which case the western room could have
served as an inner shrine (an adyton). In an case, two rows of columns ran the length of the
building within the interior. (Read the rest of the sign at this link:
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth3.jpg )

Now the structure that we see across – you see a wall with some marble around – this is
the BEMA. This became the Judgment Seat. We’ll walk there. This is the authentic place where
the Apostle Paul was brought – right there in front. The word ‘Bema’ in Greek means step. One
bema, two bemas. In classical times, Bema meant a speaker’s platform. It was just one step
higher than the ground, because during the classical period everybody was equal, and in the
assembly the person who wanted to speak stood on a raised platform just for the others to hear
and see him. You could see him better and hear him better. But during the Roman times, the
Bema was much higher.
It was a whole structure above the ground because it was used only by the governor, only
by the rulers – not by the lay people. It was used often not only to speak, but also to judge all
political crimes.
What do I mean by political crimes? If somebody was accused for conspiracy against the
Roman law or against the emperor, or for violating the Roman law, he was brought in front of the
Bema. Now, this is the authentic Bema. It dates to the 1 st century AD. It was exactly here that
the Apostle Paul was brought, there is no doubt about that.
So we see down the square – this is
the Forum. There was an open air square
surrounded by a colonnade, where you see
the division of shops, the foundations, the
rooms. This one with the vaulted roof used
to be one of the shops, but in the early
Christian times – in the 1st century after
Christ – it was used as a church, an
assembly hall.
This is a beautiful spot because you
can also see the temple. And to the north,
across the Gulf of Corinth, you can see
(Mount) Parnassus, on the slopes of which is
Delphi.
Ancient Corinth with guide Voula Paraskevi

https://youtu.be/Lkcn2nAVhd4 (1:19)
[Continue walking]

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth9.wma (audio file)
Behind me you can see the upper columns of the Temple of the Emperors – the Roman
gods. Remember the emperor cult was the important worship in Roman times. Look at the
columns – this is the Corinthian style. It looks like a basket surrounded by leaves from a plant
called acanthus. The acanthus plant doesn’t have round leaves like this one; it has big thorny
leaves. This plant is not acanthus. This plant represents celery. Does it look like celery leaves?
No, but it is. Why celery here? Celery was the wreath which was used for the winners of the
Isthmian games. In ancient times, the winners didn’t receive gold metals or sponsorships from
companies like Coca-Cola; they ran and fought for their city and for their god.
All the games in ancient times were associated with the worship of a certain god. For
example, the Olympic games were held in honor of Zeus, and the wreath was an olive branch.
The Pythian games at Delphi were held in honor of Apollo, and the wreath was bay leaves or
laurel leaves (Daphne). Here in Corinth, the Isthmian games were in honor of Poseidon, and the
wreath was usually pine branches. And in Nemea – on our way to Mycenea we will pass by it –
there was another temple dedicated to Zeus, and the local hero Hercules who defeated the
Nemean lion, and the wreath was of celery. This had to do with some of the local legends, that
the baby Opheltes died from the bite of a snake while he was placed on a wild celery bush. That’s
why the celery was a symbol of death.
In Greece today, after we have a funeral, we eat fish soup, and in the fish soup we always
have to have celery. That’s in keeping with this tradition.
The local monster of Corinth was the Chimera. Fire came out of the mouth of the monster
(usually depicted as a lion, with the head of a goat arising from its back, and a tail ending with
a snake's head). Pegasus on his winged horse Bellerophon killed the Chimera monster. Pegasus
was on the coins of the ancient Corinthians.
But to conclude about the games – the celery leaf was originally the wreath of Nemea.
But during the history of the games in Corinth, celery was also used in the Isthmian games. During
the time that Apostle Paul was in Corinth, that was the wreath which was used – celery. Apostle
Paul uses this illustration when he speaks in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 9, verse 24 to 27 – Apostle
Paul uses a lot of athletic language – and he wanted to compare the Christian life with the race,
and he says: ‘Don’t you know that in the stadium everybody runs, but only one gets the prize?
Run in such a way to get the prize.’ And further down he says: ‘They run in order to get a
(phtharton stephanon) corruptible wreath.’ Look around, for in some translations they say crown.
That’s wrong. Crown is made of metal, and a crown has precious stones, and is usually for the
kings (and queens), not for the runners. The runners receive a wreath, which was made from a
plant. They get a corruptible (perishable) wreath; that was the celery. If you leave the celery
outside from the refrigerator, it will wilt and be useless in a couple of hours. The bay leaves and
pine branches can survive (longer), but not the celery. So this is the illustration: the runners run

for a corruptible (perishable) wreath, but we run for a wreath that lasts forever, which will be given
to us by God when we get to heaven.
It’s a wonderful illustration. Apostle Paul always uses such illustrations when you read the
Scriptures. He wanted to make the truths of the Bible vivid and understandable to the people, so
he used things they knew in order to give them the message. And then in verse 26 and 27 it says:
‘I run in such a way in order to get the prize.’ And not to teach others, and then to lose the race.
In other places we see him using words like ‘strive’ and ‘compete’ and ‘finish the race.’ And I love
the verse from 2 Timothy 2:2 – ‘I have fought, I have kept, I have finished.’ And I think these are
wonderful words for every Christian to remember. We have kept and we have fought; we can’t
just stand (and do nothing), we have to fight. Every day we have a fight against evil powers, and
we want to be ready to meet him one day.
So, that’s the athletic language – celery. That’s the prize.

Sign: Temple E. Standing 9 meters above the Forum, Temple E occupied as prominent place in
the Roman city as the Temple of Apollo. In the first phase, the temple had stone foundations,
probably with a triple crepis measuring 44 x 23.5 m, on which was constructed a limestone Doric
temple with six columns across its façade. The temple enclosure was bounded by a wall to the
west and by stoas on the north and south. It is dated to the early 1st c. AD, soon after the death
of Augustus.
From Pausanias’s description, this temple appears to have been dedicated to Octavia, the sister
of Augustus. [Read the entire sign at the following link:
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth7.jpg ]
[Continue walking towards the Bema.]

Now we are on the Roman level, and underneath that is the Greek level, which is
completely destroyed. The shopping area was on that side, then the avenue, and the Forum was
on the other side. The houses of the judges are all in ruins today. In the middle of the Forum
was another row of shops, and in the center of that was the Bema. So the structure we see in
front of us is the Bema. The foundation was all covered with marble. You can see some of the
original. On the left and right you see rooms, the mosaic floor on the ground, and seats for people
who were waiting for their turn to be presented in front of the governor. And on top, where the
marble pieces are, we can see the place where the actual Bema was. In the 5 th century after
Christ, they built a church on top of the Bema. So we have the ruins of two buildings: the church
of the 5th century AD, and the actual Bema.
This Bema dates to the 1st century AD. You can see marble pieces around – here there
was a gate. Here there was a wall, and a similar section on the other side. You can see some
marble benches there, which were for the other governors who were attending the meeting. This
was only for the governors. See how high we are? The governors didn’t want to be mixed with
the group below.
The church that was here had its entrance from the west. The arch where the priest was
standing was in the east. It was the holy of holies, behind the iconostasis, like in the Greek
Orthodox churches. It was a three aisle church. Obviously, we don’t know who it was dedicated
to, but it probably was Apostle Paul. They did that in memory of Apostle Paul. The holy of holies
is divided from the rest of the church with a wall on which the icons were hanging (iconostasis).
There was a cross, flowers, and birds; and the peacock symbolized eternity in the ancient times.
Apostle Paul would have stood below this high Roman-built Bema (platform). And Gallio
would have been up here (on top), on the Bema (platform). Take your photos, and we will go to
a spot under the tree because it is too hot up here. I will wait for you in the shade, under the tree.
Then we can read the story of Apostle Paul in Corinth.

Sign: The Rostra (Bema) of the Roman Forum. The Rostra (Bema) was a complex marble
structure dating from the middle of the 1 st c. AD which dominated the face of the terrace of the
Upper Forum at Corinth.
[Read the entire sign at http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth7.jpg ]

Sign: Saint Paul in Corinth and the Bema of the Roman Forum. Saint Paul is also known as the
Apostle of the Nations because of his missionary journeys throughout the eastern Mediterranean
(46-58 AD) for the dissemination of Christianity. In this context he visited several Greek cities,
including Samothrace, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and most importantly, Corinth.
[Read the entire sign at http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth6.jpg ]
[Under the shade of a tree near the Bema.]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth10.wma (audio file)
We are reading from the Book of Acts, Chapter 18, verses 1-18. These verses speak
about the eighteen months (one-and-a-half year) that Apostle Paul spent in Corinth. Do I have a
volunteer to read this? OK, Paul, someone volunteered you. OK, I’ll read it. [reading from KJV,
public domain]
“After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth.”
You see, Paul was in Athens; he came to Athens by boat from Berea, which was in
Macedonia. While he was waiting in Athens, he met the Epicurean and the Stoic philosophers
when they brought him on Mars Hill – we’re going to talk about that tomorrow. But he didn’t wait
for his friends to come to Athens. Instead, he came to Corinth. Can you guess why he came to
Corinth directly? Because he wanted to prepare the ground for the ministry as tentmaker. Keep
reading, and I will interrupt when necessary.
“And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his
wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came

unto them. And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their
occupation they were tentmakers. And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia,
Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. And when they
opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be
upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. And he departed
thence, and entered into a certain man’s house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose
house joined hard to the synagogue. And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on
the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy
peace: For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in
this city. And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.”
Thank you. You see, they were tentmakers; he was a tentmaker. So here in Corinth
Apostle Paul worked with his own hands. He was not just a missionary. He had realized that the
gospel, the good news, would have touched the hearts of the people only if he was mingled with
them. He would not just be the preacher, and he didn’t want to be supported by the church
because it was a difficult church anyway. There were so many problems he had to face, and the
Spirit of God had showed him the right way to do that. When his friends came from Macedonia –
Silas and Timothy – they worked for the team, then he gave his time exclusively to preaching.
However, they supported themselves. They didn’t ask help from the church.
In 1 Corinthians 3:12 (?), Apostle Paul says to the Corinthians: ‘I have worked with my
own hands day and night because I didn’t want to be a burden to anyone.’ (Actually, most likely
1 Thessalonians 2:9). He just wanted them to open their hearts and hear the good news. You
can imagine that sitting next to the tentmakers, he could share, so when the friends came there
was already a small Christian community here. So there was a church here. Of course, Apostle
Paul always used the synagogues to teach first, but we see their reactions. They didn’t want that.
So Apostle Paul shook his garments and said, ‘that’s it, I’m fed up with you, and from now on I’m
going to the gentiles. So officially we can say that the ministry of Paul to the gentiles started here
(in Corinth). He was the Apostle of Nations, anyway. The Jewish people were losing people;
Crispus, the synagogue ruler, became a believer, and many others.
And many Greeks, the worshippers of God – when we read in the Book of Acts about the
worshippers of God – this means there were Greeks or gentiles who were seeking for the truth.
They were close to the Jewish synagogue because they knew that they had the truth, they
believed the true God, the One God. So these are the ones from the gentiles who became
Christians. Lydia and Phoebe were ladies like that.
So Gallio became the proconsul, and let’s continue reading from verse 12:
“And when Gallio was the deputy (proconsul) of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with
one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat, Saying, This fellow persuadeth
men to worship God contrary to the law. And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, Gallio
said unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicket lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that
I should bear with you: But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it;
for I will be no judge of such matters. And he drave them from the judgment seat. Then all the
Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat.
And Gallio cared for none of thos things. And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and
then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila;
having shorn his head in Cenchrea: for he had a vow.”
Thank you very much. So who was Gallio? Gallio was the son of the orator Seneca the
Elder, and brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca the Younger, who was the tutor of Nero. Gallio
was adopted by a man named Novatus Lucius Gallio, and he took the name of his new father.
The nickname of Gallio was ‘Sweet Gallio,’ probably because he used mild ways to solve the
problems. And what did he do here? Nothing. He said, ‘That’s a religious matter; you solve it.’

When he said ‘against the law’ he meant against a religious law, the law of themselves, not the
Roman law. So he said that’s a subject you have to solve; I don’t want to interfere. He was very
clever, very wise. He didn’t fall into the trap that the magistrates of Philippi had fallen, remember
what happened there, they started beating Paul without passing him through a trial, and then they
threw him into jail; and Paul had them take him out of jail. It wa kind of a blackmailing. So Gallio
avoided doing that.
At Delphi, many years ago, archaeologists discovered an inscription cut into nine pieces,
and on this inscription the name of Gallio was written. Actually, this inscription was a letter of
Emperor Claudius to the priesthood of Delphi – Delphi was part of Achaia. In Roman times,
Greece was divided in two sections: north part was Macedonia, and south part was Achaia.
Thessalonika was capital of the north, and Corinth was capital of Achaia. And Delphi was part of
Achaia. So Gallio was responsible for this city. So Claudius introduced Gallio as his friend to the
priesthood, and this inscription is very important because this helped the scholars date the time
that Apostle Paul was in Corinth. So we know that Gallio ruled between 51-53 AD, so Apostle
Paul must have arrived here in May 51 AD – for eighteen months – until September 52 AD. And
we know that there were Isthmian games in September of 51 AD. And that’s why Apostle Paul
came here, preparing tents for the games.
You may have read that the rationalists in the 19th century opposed the New Testament
and the Bible and mocked the writings of Luke, especially the Book of Acts, saying he (Luke)
doesn’t use the right words. One of the jokes they used to say in the 19 th century was the following:
Tents in Corinth? Come on. In such a large city? I told you that it was one of the largest cities in
the Roman Empire. People didn’t live in tents; they lived in luxurious houses. But it seems they
had forgotten that there were the Isthmian games here. And during the games, thousands of
visitors were coming, and thousands of athletes participated. So tents were needed. And it was
a big and important profession – tent-making. Yes, tents in Corinth. It’s not a joke.
Question: Do you know where the synagogue was?
Answer: Two inscriptions were found. I can show you where they found them, but the
archaeologists believe that was not the synagogue; they (inscriptions) were brought from
somewhere else. I will show you the possible location. We will walk down there.
So we thank the archaeologists for the inscriptions that they have brought to light. Luke
wrote very correctly, and used the right words to describe the right persons, and the right
professions. We saw the ‘aedile’ and oikonomos’ – or the word ‘politarch’ (archon) who was the
ruler in Macedonia (Acts 17:6, 8). When Paul was in Thessalonica, they brought Jason his friend
to the city authorities, who were called
‘politarchons’ (archon means officer, and polis means city). So this exact word ‘politarch’ was
found on an inscription, and if you go to the museum in Thessaloniki today, you will see it there.
So Luke knew very well the words that he used.
Anyway, to sum up here, this is the place Apostle Paul was brought in front of Gallio. The
Jewish people didn’t like that, and that’s why they reacted the way they did. Apostle Paul used
that Bema as an illustration when in 2 Corinthians Chapter 5, and verse 10 he speaks about the
‘Bema’ of Christ: ‘For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ’ – and in the Greek
it says ‘Bema of Christ’. ‘For each will appear before the Bema of Christ that every one may
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.’
So again, a good illustration.
The church of Corinth was not that easy to deal with. Apostle Paul had to face so many
problems: divorce, division in the church, fornication, terrible things. But still the church was
standing here in the city. Corinthians were known for living in an immoral way. The phrase
‘Corinthian daughter’ meant a prostitute. It was an insult if a lady was called a ‘Corinthian
daughter.’ Of course, it was an immoral city, but I would say not more immoral than other cities
which were close to the sea and had harbors. There were two harbors here, so you can imagine

how many people wanted to visit the city to make money, and at the same time to worship
Aphrodite (goddess of love).
Let me tell you about that, and I will conclude.
On the hill of Acrocorinth, there was a
Temple of Aphrodite (Venus). Aphrodite was
served by 1,000 ladies who were temple
prostitutes. These ladies were bought by
individuals – they were (sex) slaves. They
were bought by individuals or city-states, and
they were given as votives (gifts) to the
temple. So their body didn’t belong to them.
It belonged to Aphrodite. When the ladies
walked in the dusty ground of the forum, they
would make signs, like arrows, to follow
them.
They were followed to the house or place where they worked. By having intercourse with these
ladies, the people worshipped Aphrodite. You see, they didn’t belong to themselves, and they
didn’t get money for their service. The money was given to the temple. So the body didn’t belong
to them, it belonged to Aphrodite.
So that’s why later Apostle Paul says
to the Corinthians, ‘Don’t you know that your
body is a temple of God?’ (1 Corinthians
6:19). You can’t live immorally. You belong
to God, not to Aphrodite. He used that as an
illustration.
Strabo the geographer speaks clearly
about the temple, saying, ‘because of the
Temple of Aphrodite, the city of Corinth is
wealthy.’
So it was a part of the income of the city. Imagine all the sailors who came and went up
to the temple or met one of the ladies below. It was a kind of pilgrimage, like Mecca for the
Muslims, or Jerusalem for the Christians and others. At least once in their lifetime they wanted
to visit the temple and worship Aphrodite. So, one of the reasons for the immorality of the city
was the temple of Aphrodite. These ladies were not free. If they wanted to stop what they were
doing, they had to be bought by someone and set free.

Sign: The Heroon at the Crossroads.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth11.jpg
Now we will go near the road and then show you the museum.

The first picture shows you how Corinth looked like during the Greek times, and the second picture
shows you how it looked like during the Roman times. What we see now are the arches, and
behind the arched openings were six basins where the water was kept. Actually, there was also
a natural spring. The water flowed through terracotta pipes. What we see nowadays is just the
foundation. Imagine that all the stones were covered with marble and beautiful decorations.
2 Corinthians 4:17 – For this slight
momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all
comparison.
[KJV – For our light affliction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.]

Greek Cross inscription.
Sign: Buildings at West End of Roman Forum.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth12.jpg

Sign: Road Network. [Read sign at:
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth10.jpg ]

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/corinth8.jpg
[On the way to the museum]

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/corinth11.wma (audio file)
Every town had a temple to the emperor cult, and people worshipped the emperor,
Caesar the Lord, and they burned some incense at the altar, which meant that they accepted
Caesar.

Here we see a workshop where they made statues without heads. The people could choose the
statue that they wanted, and the sculptor only made a head of the person wishing to be placed
on the statue. You can see the number of statues there. The neck is very big, so you can see
that the statue was made in two pieces, first the body and then the head. This was quite a big
production.

[Going inside the museum]
Here we can see two statues with wings. What are these? Don’t tell me angels. Which
statue in ancient times was depicted with wings? Nike, which means victory. So here are two
victories which are making a trophy. What was a trophy? At the end of a battle, the soldiers went
back to the battlefield, and they undressed the dead body of the enemy soldiers. They took their
helmets and the armor, and they put it on a wooden stick and they walked triumphantly into the
city with it. That’s the trophy.
Apostle Paul uses that as an illustration when he speaks in the Book of Colossians,
Chapter 2, verses 14 and 15, where he gives a picture of the trophy and says that the cross of
Jesus is like the trophy. Jesus’ cross is the trophy on which he put all of our sins.
Here we see the head of Nero, the infamous emperor who persecuted the Christians.

Here we also see the wealth of the city of Corinth.
Let’s continue this way. You can see
some beautiful mosaics from Roman villas.
Here is Meander, a symbol which represents
Eternity (or the eternal flow of things). You
can see it today on jewelry.
You see the peacock? You can see
grapes and figs, the two products of the city
of Corinth.
The other mosaic depicts
Bacchus or Dionysus, the god of theater and
wine.
But I would like to have you come
around this case now.
Here is some pottery that we talked about, Corinthian pottery from the 6th century. You
can see a big jar with a lid, this was a wine jar. You can see this little vase here, some used for
olive oil.
Here is a small bowl called a phiale. Phiale was a ritual bowl for libations (sacred drinks).
In the New Testament, in the Book of Revelation, this type of vase is mentioned. We read that
the angels were holding phiales (bowls), and they were pouring the wrath of God into them. This
is the pottery that was used in that illustration.

And now, I want you to see these two little boxes, terracotta boxes; these were jewelry
boxes. They were called pyxis (Greek, box). These are the boxes that Apostle Paul uses in his
illustration of earthly vessels, the treasure in earthly vessels. (2 Corinthians 4:7) What is more
expensive – gold, silver, bronze, and jewelry that were in the vessel or the clay (terracotta
pottery)? Of course, the jewelry or treasure inside. The terracotta is gone. This is the illustration:
Apostle Paul says we have our treasure in earthly vessels (jars of clay). And of course, the
treasure is our soul, and the jar of clay is our body. That’s an example of the Corinthian pottery.
Because of this pottery, the Corinthians were wealthy in the 6 th century BC.
Let’s continue. We have Athenian
vases, red figures and black figures pottery;
these vases were placed in graves. There’s
mosaic floors of Roman times.
Look at this young shepherd playing
his flute, sitting at the foot of the rock.

Next there are two relief statues of
slaves from Phrygia in Asia Minor.
Next is a statue of Diana (Artemis),
the hunting goddess. She was worshipped
in Ephesus as the statue with lots of breasts.
In Greece she was worshipped as the
goddess of hunting.
And many more statues.

Now we go out of this room, and into the next room. Here we see lots of body parts. I will
explain. When a person was sick, they made a clay or marble copy of the body part that suffered.
After a sacrifice (to the god of healing and medicine, Asclepius), they spent the night in a dark
room. During the night, the god appeared to them in visions (dreams) and suggested the
treatment they should follow to be healed. We do know that the priests were actually performing
medicine; medical tools have been found in the sanctuaries of Asclepius. But the people believed
that it was God who had healed them.
Here in Corinth, Asclepius was not
very big, but these are examples of the body
parts which were found. You can see
women’s breasts, you can see a heart, you
see ears and eyes, and you see male body
parts. The soldiers and athletes in ancient
times were naked during contests, and they
were exposed to injury. You can see feet,
arms, and hands. The heads, the babies,
and other body parts that represented bodily
ailments and sicknesses were outside of the
body – which meant that they were sick
members.
Apostle Paul uses that as an illustration when he spoke about the church. What did he
say about the church? It’s like one body with members, and each member is useful. Each
member is important, and the eye cannot tell the ear, you are not important. Every part of the
body is useful, so everybody in the church is useful. And when the body part is cut off from the
body, that means they are sick members. That means we cannot grow spiritually unless we are
attached to the body, which is the church. We need the church, and we need one another.
Christianity as a Christian faith was pictured as a table with four legs: prayer, the reading of the
Scriptures, fellowship (koinonia in Greek), and the holy communion.
These are the important fundamental truths that have not changed.

The Mother Goddess Cybele.

Menorah – sign of synagogue nearby.

Zeus (?)

The Acrocorinth.

[Meet back at the bus after a short break.]
Online resource:
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/greece/corinth

