Chapter 91 Rome, the Eternal City

Flying into Rome, Italy aboard Alitalia.

We were greeted at the airport by our tour
director, Georgio:

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/romel.wma (audio file)

ABongiorno (good morning), l 6m Georgio (rollin
way to Venice, for those going that far. Some of you, two or three of you, are leaving early (after
Rome) . | 6 mdeajostatoar directar, the kjnd that takes care of your itinerary. Anyway,
wel come to Rome, l'taly. Tomorrow, weoll bte vi sit
used to be the ancient port and har b(@#n8miles)tde 61 | b e
the city. 't wil |l take us about 45 minut es, traf

The agenda for today is easy. We are first going to the catacombs i Santa Domitilla.

Once there weol |l be meeting.foWedmmbr dhafvel lao vwsu i afe
Afterwards, we 61 | drive to the hot el Uni wenrds aveadh d
be |l eaving the hotel by 8: 15am. We 6 lgdtothee meet i
Mamertine prison, andthe Co | o0s s e u m. That will be in the morni
our way to Ostia Antigua with the same guide. Any gquestions?

QuestionAWhat will the weather be | ike tomorrow?o
Answer:AWhat is it youbre worryingyabowtouttomorin mow? al’
never ask about the temperature. We wake up in the morning without worrying about the weather.

What youbre wearing now is perfect. However, the
dondt know, but doidgdobe ey micloliketodayow i s

Question: iwhere is our hot el |l ocated?0

Answer : ifThe hot el is right about in the center o

railway station, and about 5 minutes from one of the most beautiful basilicas in Rome, Santa
Maria Maggiore (Major). If you were to walk to the Colosseum or to the Forum, that would maybe
take you ten minutes. And the Victor Emmanuel Monument would take about ten or fifteen

BN

mi nhut es. 0

Question: AWhatdéds the population of Rome. 0
Ans wer : iRome i s about 2.7 million peopl e. The | a
people. The next one will be in 2021. There are people like me who live in Rome, but are not
regi stered there. I 6m r egi s tamout d0kilomdterstirétmeRomea. | | a g e
So | will not be voting in the upcoming election for mayor of Rome. So with people like me, who
l' ive i n Rome but are not registered here, the num
Queston:iHow about twkanewopwppe,think of him?o0
Answer : il personally |ike him. I l' i ke him as a
do. I am Catholic, because | was made one. My
Cat holic. She dekseptasdei Bnyobhi wgre to say, Mom

and what the cardinal has done, she doesndt accep


http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome1.wma

go. Sheds Cathol i c, and | 6m Cat hol i c, but we di f f
taly being a Catholic country officially, the I1tal
you know this, but Italy has divorce which was introduced in 1974, and it has abortion officially. |

mi ght not agree with Sda ,whatt Itédhmtsdasy itrhge iwsayt Hat ivee

of tradition. Tradition says you go to church, youdre baptized, then vyou
afterwards therebds christening or confirmation. ‘
onadifferent t r ac k, thatds the truth.

| do believe and thank God for a Christian upbringing, and | do have very good guidelines
from school and my mother. But t hen, obviously,
is called the Vatican. | has nothingto do wi th belief in Christ, and

and God. So there you go.
But getting back to the pope, we finally have
Pope Franci s miles, he jokes, wher easdohtPagdll, Ger man
n

S
although | didnét agree fully with him, | | oved tl
people. 0

Questonn-iHow often can one see the Pope at the Val
Answer : AnTwice a week, on a Sunddences. &®mIndayrhe We d ne s
comes out at the wusual window. |l 6ve seen this po
fantastic. Ratzinger and the pope before John Paul, Paul VI, seemed to address crowds from up
high. |l 6m up here,thrdeyouThéestguybéFdawnis) say
want to |isten to me or not , Il &6m her e, and this i
him. Francis is my man. | might not go to church every day i mind you, | go to church twice a
yeari but anyway, when you pray by yourself and youbo
al | about . And because of the simplicity of Fran

Wedre just making it into the city right now.

Question: AtWhed s ka mal toHos e?
Answer : ifiThose are umbrel]l
tri mmed that way. Theyor
theybébre terrible because t
anything Theydre so power f ul
come up even through concrete. The other,

taller, trees are sycamore trees, and they

were introduced by the French. The

sycamore trees, especially the bark, are very

good at absorbing pollution.

Therebébs an interesting fact about those trees, i n
because of the German gunpowder that was lodged in them. Those trees were in areas where

the Germans were shooting, and the trees absorbed so much gunpowder in their trunks that they

started to die. Fantastically terrifying.

OK, weoO6re here at the c do¢faramumthidymnutdshe vi sit he



mcatacomb of Rome, it also provides an extensive insight into all phases and phenomena of
an Early-Christian necropolis. A subterranean basilica was the centre of a pilgrimage sanctuary
with the graves of the martyrs Nereus and Achilleus up until the Middle Ages. With about 80
painted tombs, the Domitilla-catacomb also comprises one of the largest inventories of catacomb
painting. http://www.domitilla.info/

Map: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romel.jpg

Catacombs Della Zona Appia i Adreatina
Pontificia Commissione di Archeologia Sacra


http://www.domitilla.info/
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome1.jpg

Sign: The growing spread of Christianity
between the third and fourth centuries led to
changing the traditional Roman funeral ritual.
< o Christianity adopted substantially the Roman
s  rei—— funeral customs regulated by strict and very

ancient legal and hygienic-sanitary rules, but
in a totally different, joyful, hopeful vision of
death considered dies
natalis because it is a sign of the beginning
of the true life, and not the entrance into the
indistinct, dark kingdom of the netherworld
and the Manes-gods of the underworld.

In the late ancient period, the Romans had entirely abandoned cremation and so the deceased,
regardless of their religious creed, were buried intact in the ground or chambers built specifically
for this purpose, the mausoleums. The bodies could be interred directly or in wooden,
earthenware or stone coffins, hence the extraordinary spread of marble sarcophaguses. Once
death was ascertained, the body was prepared for the funus, i.e. the whole set of rituals that took
place between death and burial, which generally took place for hygienic reasons within a day of
the death. The washed, perfumed and well attired corpse was displayed on a bed for the last
farewell. In the pagan tradition, on this occasion despair was displayed often by women who were
called expressly to cry and lament. Instead, in the Christian ritual, as St. Augustine informs us in
... [continue at: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome2.jpg |

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavia Domitilla
(saint) Flavia Domitilla is a saint in
the Greek  Orthodox Church, which
celebrates her feast day on 12 May.5 And
also as a saint by the Roman Catholic
Church, which honored her on 12 May
together with Saints Nereus and Achilleus, in
whose church of Santi Nereo e Achilleo in
Rome, her supposed relics were housed.
Inscription (Queen Mother?): ILLA EGO
QVAE SVPERVM INCEDO REGINA
TONANTIS MATER ET INTACTAE
PASCOR ODORE ROSAE HOS AGROS
DITIONE REGO DA NATE PER AEVVM
ELYSIO BOSIOS VERIS HONORE FRVI
HARPYAS ARCE BOREAQVE NOTIQVE
FVRORES COMPRIME, SIT COELI VIS
INIMICA PROCVL DIXERAT HAEC VIRGO,
VOTIS CVM RIDET OLIMPVS SAEVA
TONAT TELLVS PINGITVR AVRA FOVET
https://archive.org/stream/ilcimiteroelabas00
maru/ilcimiteroelabasO0maru_djvu.txt

Chri st


http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome2.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavia_Domitilla_(saint)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavia_Domitilla_(saint)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavia_Domitilla_(saint)#cite_note-5
https://archive.org/stream/ilcimiteroelabas00maru/ilcimiteroelabas00maru_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/ilcimiteroelabas00maru/ilcimiteroelabas00maru_djvu.txt

We were greeted inside the catacombs by the official catacombs guide, Dorothy.
http://wigowsky. com/travels/GreeceRome/audlos/romel wma audio file
ifnWel come to the catacom
name is Dorothy. Il 6m go
catacombs, which means underground :
tunnels. Theyodre undergrolt
because in the the 2" century AD the above
ground burials were becoming very crowded.
There was about one million people or one
and a half million people living in Rome at the
time. Burials in the city were not allowed, so
all the catacombs were outside the city next
to the important roads. As the saying goes,

0Al I roads |l ead to Rom
was the most important road in ancient times. iél , ' =
[Dorothy leads us inside the labyrinth of tunnels. We are not allowed to take plctures]

Now, the catacombs were dug outintufo (softv ol cani c) rocks, so this is o
like a sponge, it absorbs water and dries in very high humidity, so the temperature is constant in
winter and summer at 15 degrees Celsius (60 degrees Fahrenheit). Burial niches were carved in
the walls and then sealed with a marble slab bearing the name, age and the date of death. You
can see the inscription (shining her flashlight on the carving). [She shows us the inscription of a
chil ddéos death at nine years, ten mont hs. |
There is no tomb behind, it is just a tombstone. [Bones had been removed because of
theft and vandalism; some bones were thought to be relics of saints.]

Now the first symbol we see is two Greek
letters interlocked: Chi (X) and Rho (P).
These are the two first letters of XRistos
(Christos) in Greek. X is Chi, and P is Rho,
so you have Chi Rho (ChRist). Christian
comes from Christ. And you can see Alpha
and Omega (A, W), the beginning and the
end 1 Christ is the beginning and the end.

About twenty years ago it was decided to remove the bones (remains) and not to show
them to the public because people were starting to take pieces (of bones). So there are no more
human remains in this small area of the catacombs (the part open to the public). There are
seventeen kilometers of underground tunnels, but only five percent is open to the public.

Now wedre going to see a part t haHerethersarenever b
oil lamps that were used to illuminate the darkness of the catacombs. Frequently, the oil lamps
were embedded next to the tombs, and this indicated the anniversary of death, which stands for
the beginning of life in paradise T not the end, but the beginning. So when they came to pray,
they would light the oil lamp.

As we continue to walk you will see at the left hand side the deepest point i about 20
meters -- below the surface. The deepest means the nearest because they started digging from


http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome1.wma

the top to the bottom, and the highest indicates the deepest. We will walk slowly and then stop

againand |1 61l show you some paintings.
For the people who lived in the city, they built lots of apartments. The caskets were like
those apartments. | i¢ @nsefficrert way tooerphain thé casketsbim the

catacombs. Families would pay for the ground and order tombs like rooms in advance, and
sometimes they would order them for the whole family. However, poor members of the Christian
or Jewish community were also buried in the catacombs.

I will now show you paintings mostly from the 4" century AD. Under the arch you can
see Christ and the twelve disciples, and below that paintings of St. Peter and St. Paul. St. Peter
is on the left and St. Paul on the right. [continue walkin

Thi s pl ace where we
gravedi gger s Oinsctipgombvas
found saying the gravedigger was in peace.
There was a portion of the northern wall
where the painting was vandalized in the 17
or 18 hundreds, we donbo
It happened in many places, like Pompeii
and here, where people were collecting
pieces of an original painting for their own
collection. Theredos al
the catacombs. And tools that the
gravediggers used to dig the tunnels.

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome3.jpg

However, | wanted to show you a
portrait, a maybe or almost a portrait of St.
Paul . We donodt lylexstedani f
ikon of St. Paul that was copied, but St. Paul
was always depicted as bald with a black
pointed beard. | will illuminate the portrait for
you to see one of the oldest depictions of St.
Paul. [We took turns in small groups to enter
the small room where the portrait was faintly
visible under an arch. Most of the body had
been removed by looters, and the face was
barely recognizable.]

http://www.domitilla.info/idx.htm?varl=docs/gallery2.htm (Photo Gallery link at Domitilla page)
[I found a link to a similar portrait at:
http://femployees.oneonta.edu/farberas/arth/Images/arth212images/early _christian/painting/cata
combs/paul philosopher.jpg ]

[It seemed that the depiction of St. Paul was taken from the 4" century book Acts of Paul and
Thecla. He is described in Chapter 1, verse 7: fAt length they saw a man coming (namely Paul),
of a low stature, bald (or shaved) on the head, crooked thighs, handsome legs, hollow-eyed; had
a crooked nose; full of grace; for sometimes he appeared as a man, sometimes he had the
countenance of an angel.ohttp://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/Ibob/lbob14.htm The pointed beard
seemed to have been added at a later period.]



http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome3.jpg
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[Dorothy led us back to the underground basilica, where she tried to relate more
information amidst a noisy mass in the background.]

The oldest galleries were excavated from the late 2nd to the early 3rd centuries A.D., beneath
land donated to the Christians by the noble Flavia Domitilla, granddaughter of the emperor
Vespasian. They were dug near a pre-existing hypogeum (underground chamber), known as the
Flavian hypogeum, which contained a gallery filled with locula (a specific type of burial) and
sarcophagi. Later on, next to this area, a Triclinium was built for the celebration of the refrigeria
or funeral banquets in memory of the dead. You will also be able to admire the funeray chapel
known as the Cubiculum of Eros and Psyche.
http://www.domitilla.info/docs/brochures/brochen.pdf
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Sign: NEREVS ET ACHILLEVS MARTYRES. [dedicated to the holy Mrtyrs Nereus and Achilleus]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome4.jpg

Inscription (in Latin):

MILITIA NOMEN DEDERAN SAEVVM Q(ue) GEREBAN

OFFICIUM PARITER SPECTANTES IVSSA TYRANNI

PRAECEPTIS PULSANTE METU SERVIRE PARATI

MIRA FIDES RERVM: SVBITO POSVERE FVRORE(M)

CONVERSI FUGIUNT, DUCIS INPIA CASTRA RELINQVVNT,

PROICTCVNT CLYPEOS FALERAS TELAQ CRVENTA

CONFESSI GAVDENT CHRISTI PORTARE TRIVMFOS

CREDITE PER DOMASVM POSSIT QUID GLORIA CHRISTI.

An epitaph written by Pope Damasus says the following: "Nereus and Achilleus the
martyrs joined the army and carried out the cruel orders of the tyrant, obeying his



http://www.domitilla.info/docs/brochures/brochen.pdf
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome4.jpg

will continually out of fear. Then came a miracle of faith. They sudd enly gave up their
savagery, they were converted, they fled the camp of their evil leader, throwing away

their shields, armor, and bloody spears. Professing the faith of Christ, they are happy

to witness to its triumph. From these words of Damasus understa nd what great deeds
can be brought about by Christ's glory."
http://www.catholichewsagency.com/saint.php?n=458

Stone Sarcophagus with designs.


http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint.php?n=458

Someone in the group asked a question: Did early Christians meet in the catacombs?

Answer: No.

Respon s e : Saomyth.h at 6

Question: Were peacocks a symbol of early Christianity? | saw some peacocks on the wall.
Answer: Early Christian symbols were adopted from the pagan world. For example, the statue of
the Shepherd and the lamb [a symbol in Greek mythology of Orpheus and the Orphic rites]. So
the symbol can be a Christian symbol or a non- Chrlstlan (pagn) symbol

Chrlstlan symbol of flshes & anchor (Plsces) Pastoral scene.

Resources:
https://youtu.be/V991hkMx9kc 1995 Rome - Domitilla Catacombs by Caius Obeada

[After the catacombs tour, we went back to the bus and listened to Georgiob s narr ati on. ]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome3.wma (audio file)

‘ We have four basilicas in Rome: St.
Peterdés, St. John Lateran,
and St. Paul Outside the Walls. One thing |
have to say is that all the buildings you see
here all date backt o t he early 1
18000s. For us, thato
part of an aqueduct. Back in antiquity there
used to be eleven official aqueducts, plus
three extensions. An aqueduct never runs on
the outside all the time. Contrary to what
people think, a good many of the aqueducts
would normally run underground.

9206
S no


https://youtu.be/V991hkMx9kc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDh_JvQYpyZZapzxFIi638A
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome3.wma

And the constructions you see on the right hand side, the yellow one, that is the building

of the third subway line in Rome. We only have two subway lines in Rome. The third one, that

yell ow one, theyobve -fiveywars. lnzyilaboceisii gof ot hawésaet yust L

every time you start digging in Rome you have to face archaeological findings on the way. And

when that happens, the archaeological (what we call them) police come around and stop the jobs.

How | ong for? No one knows. ,whatttkgefmee nds on what 6s
The wall behind is where you have all the Vatican properties, and they all belong to St.

John Basilica and to the building that is probably the most important university belonging to the

Vaticani Pont i fi cal Lateran University. Obviously, it
and by the Vatican.

The poster you seeontheside, t he beauti ful smiling face, tI
me your vote.O0 Thatodés Forza Italia (Forward Italy
That és one of the major parties in Italy.

o]

We br e passing one

obelisks in Rome . I n the | ate
V (the fifth) used the obelisks to decorate the

city, and above all to orientate you guys,
pilgrims. You could have walked from one
place to another by simply by following, by
looking up and seeing, the obelisks.

[The three obelisks erected by Sixtus
stand in front of the major basilicas of Rome
(St . Pet er 6 s, S. Gi ovan
Maria Maggiore). Three
also mark important papal residences.]
http://honorsaharchive.blogspot.com
[2007/09/obelisks-of-rome.html

We just now going around St. John
Lateran, and on the ri
Holy Stairs. We 61 | be
official guide. You see, in Italy we have this
differentiation between local guides and tour
managers. Because we talk about so much
history, they want you to pass an exam to
become a |l ocal guide s
the right information. There you go, St. John
Lateran on your right hand side. This is the
seat of the papacy. It
a pope is elected he takes charge of what
used to be a procession from the Vatican to
St. Johnés Lateran to



http://honorsaharchive.blogspot.com/2007/09/obelisks-of-rome.html
http://honorsaharchive.blogspot.com/2007/09/obelisks-of-rome.html

You see on the left hand side a white
panel with the Jletter
subway sign. Metro, we call it Metropolitana.
Normally, signs around the city will be in
Italian. You might get an exit sign
internationally, but mainly in Italian. Actually,
about a year ago it started changing, and
they started introducing more and more
Chinese and Russian, those two languages.
Mind you, the Chinese are buying
everything, and they come over with cash.
And there you go. Russians are growing in
terms of number of tourists.

Webr e appr oaaqeést sggare tnh e
Rome: Victor Emmanuel 1l. This is the
biggest square in Rome. And the
architecture around the building, look, you
have porticoes. Victor Emmanuel Il was the

first king of Italy, and he came from Turin,
where they developed the system of i what

do you call them 7 arcades. So this is the

bi ggest sqguar e. You maye.
about St . Peter Square. |
Vatican. ;
[Note: the square is also known as Piazza
Venezia]

http://www.aviewoncities.com/rome/victoremmanuelmonument.htm

Webre making |l eft here
the way up to that tower which belongs to
Saint Maria Major (Maggiore) Basicila. Now
weobdre at t he basilck Look de
therebds another obel i sk
obelisks were placed around major basilicas
and major clergy buildings or places
belonging to the clergy, like important
palaces. They were important signs, like a
GPS, for pilgrims coming into town. Back in
1590, this basilica would have been standing
on its own.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Seven Churches of Rome -
Giacomo Lauro - 1599.ipg

So this is the main road right outside your hotel. If you walk all the way down this road (Via
Cavour), you will get to the Forum (turn right), and eventually to the Colosseum (turn left). There


http://www.aviewoncities.com/rome/victoremmanuelmonument.htm
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are lots of pizzeriasher e, and restaurants. My suggestion woul i

good. Your hotel is the Universo, and our driver Mauro will go around to the front entrance so
you can unload your suitcases.

The golden statue that you see (in the distance) is on top of the Sacro Cuore di Gesl
alCastroPretoricoChur ch t hat was b uiAddthatisthe dtatue of Chaidt entop 8 0 0 6 s
of the bell t owenotfaofom thehlTermini Btationdhat.is a blbck féom your hotel.

[The imposing statue of the Redeemer atop the campanile was erected only in 1931. Dedicated to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the church is served by the Salesian fathers.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacro_Cuore_di_Ges%C3%B9 a Castro Pretorio

On the right hand side (near the Termini train
station), you have a statue of Pope John Paul

Il. That was put there a couple of years after

he passed. Romans donot
of sculpture.

[The artist, Oliviero Rainaldi, depicted the

pontiff as if he is opening his cloak to embrace

the faithful. But the Vatican newspaper
L6Osservat or e hReffecaaf the s a i
nearly 5-meter (16-f oot ) statue be
di stant resemblance to t
https://reviewmatysek.wordpress.com/catego

ry/pope -john -paul-ii/_]

Sign: Olivieo Rainaldi

"Conversazioni"

DONO DELLA FONDAZIONE SILVANA PAOLINI
!'bDO9[}//L hb[]{ 9 59[[Q!w
ROMA IN OCCASIONE DELLA BEATIFICAZIONE D
{'! {!b¢L¢! Q DLhz!bbL t! hJ
18 Maggio 2011
¢NIFyatrrdAz2yyY DATG 2F C2dzy/HR
of beatification of his Holiness Pope John Paul Il.

DO aA2Y

Therebs the Basilica Santa Maria Major, again.

pleasegothere.You step inside and obviously youoll be
littteef f ort and for a few seconds forget about the
t e

n
Rome and h

n
r e

way it was decorated. You are there.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castro_Pretorio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacro_Cuore_di_Ges%C3%B9_a_Castro_Pretorio
https://reviewmatysek.wordpress.com/category/pope-john-paul-ii/
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0 b &issb(toyal stoa). Ancient Romans had a different meaning for basilicas. It was only when
Christianity took over the pagan world that Christians needed places to worship. And what was
best than the ancient Roman basilicas (public building, town hall) as a place where to meet, to
turn them into religious places. We know them now as a religious place (basilica). But back in
antiquity, basilica was simply a place where meetings took place.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica

[Arrive at the Best Western Universo, http://www.hoteluniverso.com/en/home-page.aspx ]

Inside the hotel | found two maps displayed on the walls, one of Roma Antica (Ancient Rome)
and another of Hotel Universo with a diagonal representation of the 12 signs of the zodiac
radiating from a circular universe.

S ERS R T e —

http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome5.jpg (Roma Antica)
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome9.jpg (Hotel Universo)

Afterwards, | took Geor
exploring. First, to the nearby Basilica Santa
Maria Major, then down Via Cavour to the
Forum area.

Santa Maria Maggiore, one of the first
churches built in honor of the Virgin Mary, was
erected in the immediate aftermath of

the Council of Ephesusof 431, which
proclaimed Mary Mother of God. Pope Sixtus

Il built it to commemorate this decision.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica _di_San
ta_Maria_Maggiore

Piazza dell' Esquilino with the apse area of Santa

Maria Maggiore (back side of the basilica).
http://romanchurches.wikia.com/wiki/Santa Maria_Maggiore

Rome: Walking Tour (videos)
https://youtu.be/P3Sg4C_7hAE (Rome - Walking Tour, by Catholic TV Online)
https://youtu.be/E_ eKWO3SC5wRi ck St evesd Rome: Eternally Engagi

The back side (apse) of the basilica featured statues that intrigued me. | looked them up later
and found out that they were statues of (left to right): St. Dominic, King David, Paul, Peter.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica
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St. Dominic

By

Walking down Via Cavor. Left i Colosseum. To the right was the Forum.


http://www.romeartlover.it/Heaven.html

Sign: Forum of Nerva.
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome6.jpg

FORD DI ALGUSTO zans

NIET AP, 3 m“ oF AUGH
e

Sign: Forum of Augustus
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome7.jpg

Sign: Forum of Trajan
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome8.jpg
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Driving past the Colosseum in Rome

https://youtu.be/9 iTqUZdws8I (You Tube video)
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome4.wma (audio file)

Paolo Lenzi: iHello, everybody. Where are we now? We are on one of the hills of Rome
(Capitoline). Rome was laid out on seven hills. [Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiline,
Palatine, Quirinal, Viminal. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven hills_of Rome ] Actually, if you
put out your hand (with the palm facing upwards), the palm would be the plateau (the forum) and
all of the fingers would be the hills (Capitoline, Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian) with the
Palatine and Aventine being near the wrist. All of the fingers (hills) are on the east side of the
Tiber River.

Since early historic times, the nearby island on the Tiber was connected with bridges,
allowing movement north and south. So this was a strategic area to be taken and controlled. This
is why the Romans settled here and on the other hill (Palatine). Down below was the valley, a
marshy place which would turn into the Roman Forum.

Here on Capitoline Hill we see the genius of Michelangelo, who did the design and creation
inthemid-15006s of the Piazza del Campidoglio that yol
the world of art when he was forced to paint the Sistine Chapel. But he was also an architect, so
he was charged in 1539 to lay out a proper arrangement for the plaza, starting with the senate
palace i not the Roman Senate i which was a wealthy house. It became part of the papal
properties, as well as the adjacent medieval church of Santa Maria in Aracoeli, which remained
on the spot. So it was not easy for Michelangelo to make a suitable, well-balanced arrangement,
but he was a genius. So he had a very bright idea: first, to make a steep flight of steps (ramped
staircase) to the top (known as the Cordonata). This allowed walking and riding all the way to the
top.

The buildings around the central plaza are the oldest museum in the world. Now what do
I mean when | say the oldest museum? One of the popes, the one who built the Sistine Chapel
(named after Pope Sixtus V), decided to display the treasures of the Vatican in those buildings
(Palazzo dei Conservatori and Palazzo Nuovo), and he opened it up to everybody. So that was


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_iTqUZdw8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_iTqUZdw8I
https://youtu.be/9_iTqUZdw8I
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome4.wma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_hills_of_Rome

the first museum in the world (traced back to 1471). At the time few people were learned enough
to appreciate it. But he wanted to do something. There were original statues, inscriptions, and
many artifacts found during excavations.

(About the statues of Castor and
Pollux, the twin brothers, at the top of the
staircase) Let s say Zeus
girl whose name was Leda. Zeus, could turn
himself into different animals, appeared to
her in the form of a swan
afraid. So Pollux was born as the divine son
of Zeus, while Castor was born as the mortal
son of the king of Sparta. When the mortal
Castor was Kkilled in battle, his immortal
brother Pollux went to his father Zeus and
asked to be with his brother, so Zeus
transformed both of them into the
constellation Gemini so they could be
together here after.
The worship of the Gemini twins started in Greece and it was imported to Rome in the 5" century
BC. [The Romans believed that the twins aided them on the battlefield as horsemen, and thus
there was cultural transmission from Greece to Rome.] The statues you see are copies of original
bronze statues which are protected in a museum.

The man on a horse statue you see is a
replica made of bronze and stands 4.24
meters tall. It is the only equestrian statue
that has survived from the past. That is the
Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius. The
original was taken down for restoration and
then placed in the Capitoline Museum. The
reason the original survived was because the
people in the Middle Ages thought that the
guy on the horse was the Christian Emperor
Constantine.

[Such an image was meant to portray the
Emperor as victorious and all-conquering.
However, shown without weapons or
armor, Marcus Aurelius seems to be a
bringer of peace rather than a military hero,
for this is how he saw himself and his reign.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equestrian_Statu
e_of Marcus_Aurelius ]



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equestrian_Statue_of_Marcus_Aurelius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equestrian_Statue_of_Marcus_Aurelius
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left is leaningona sphinx with pha
head. The statue on the right is leaning on a

she-wolf, the one who nursed Romulus and

Remus (according to the legend). In the

center of the fountain is the goddess Athena

(Minerva), who was transformed into the

goddess Roma (representing Rome).

[On the way to Mamertine Prison]

What we have on this hill is tufa rock, which was formed about half a million years ago.
About twenty-five kilometers from here a big volcano erupted, sending lava to this place, creating
the base of the hill. Tufa is very soft. When you visited the catacombs yesterday, you saw the
tufa rock in those underground tunnels. The tufa is soft and can easily be carved or chiseled into
various shapes and forms. The wind and the rain make the texture of the tufa harder. So think of
the early Romans, about 500 BC. Forget the marble, which came later.

From here we have a view of the Roman For um.
a short distance to the Mamertine Prison. As we walk, you can see the memorial built to the
unification of Italy i the Victor Emmanual Monument. For a long time, there were small kingdoms
throughout Italy. One of them was the Vatican. The Italians decided to fight for freedom, so each
of those kingdoms (Papal States) with their princes combined their forces. And by 1861 Italy was
finally unified, all except one, the one with the Pope. Why? After he was kicked out of his
kingdom, and since his power came from God, when the army came against Rome in 1870, the
pope excommunicated them all. He locked himself inside the Vatican and told the people that he
was a prisoner of Italy. It took fifty-nine years for the people to decide how much land to give to
the pope. Finally, in February 1929, Mussolini made an agreement, and according to the
agreement (Lateran Pacts), that part which was within the walls expanded during Michelangelo6 s
time to defend that part of the city became the new Vatican City State. Anyway, the Victor
Emmanual Memorial was completed in 1925 after many upset Roman citizens lost their homes
because of the monument. Since then we call it th
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier there, for those guys who died in World War 1.

The statues of the quadriga with the
winged angels (on the tops of the left and
right side of the monument) are of Nike
(Victory). She is the one who brings Victory
on the battlefield and helps bring the trophies
home. Everything in the building looks either
Roman or Greek. That was the stylish
features to be imitated in those days. Rome
had to go back to the past; it had to be
anchored to the past. [In classical
mythology, the quadriga is the chariot of the
gods; Apollo was depicted driving his
quadriga across the heavens, delivering
daylight and dispersing the night.]




[Arrive at the Mamertine Prison T at the foot of Capitoline Hill.]

Mamertine Prison i there you are. There has been a legend going on since the Middle
Ages that Peter and Paul spent time here. This place has existed since the 7" century BC; it was
part of a stone fortress. The Romans turned it into a prison, and it was meant for short term
incarceration, just for the ones who were about to be executed. So it was used for enemies of
the state and conspirators against the emperor, and for Christians who were persecuted and
martyred. Among them, according to legend, were Peter and Paul.

The prison is made of two parts: the lower part is the oldest. The top part is bigger and
larger. It definitely was a dreadful place for those waiting to be executed, a dungeon-like
atmosphere with no daylight. The talk about relics here and relics there was much talked about,
and after a while people started believing it.

MAMERTINUM.

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-mamertine-prison [Great interactive Map of area]

Inscription above Mamertinum letters: Prigione dei SS Apostoli Pietro e Paolo. Faces of Peter,

with keys, and Paul, with sword, appear behind prison bars above the prison sign. A gravestone

has the Italian inscription: damertino e Sotterraneo Tulliano, qui perirono vittime dei Trionfi di

Ro mé&abthetop)and6 E mol ti altri oscvri o meno illvstri ¢
vmani . 6

Trans| at idedvi oOtHems of t he Tr iandmpmahyotheosf obRwemweldss (t op) ;
famed, who fell in the whirl(ttomls of hatred and h



http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/rome-mamertine-prison

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamertine Prison#/media/File:Campitelli - Mamertinum_-

giustiziati laici_1040075.JPG [names of prisoners who were locked up, awaiting execution; no
mention of Peter or Paul. However, the name of Simone di Giora (70 AD) appears (6 d e c a pi)t at ed
Simon bar Giora was a Jewish revolutionary leader (Zealot) who fought against the Romans in
the First Jewish-Roman War, led by Titus and Vespasian, during the siege of Jerusalem in 70
AD. The storyof Simon, t he son of Gi o isdold byoFlayius bosephushin hisf Ger a s
account o f heWlars of the Jews,0starting in Book4,Ch.91and continuing to his I
toCaesar in bondsd for the triumphadl mar ch i nto Rome
Image of Mamertine Gravestone: Self-published work by Lalupa, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2384079

Additional Resources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamertine Prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon bar Giora

[Afterwards, our tour guide gave way for a pastor, who had joined our group in Rome, to give a
short devotional talk in front of the prison: Mpostle Paul in his letters (epistles) speaks to the

Romans, OMaking request, if by any means now at |
the will of God to come unto you. . . that oftentimes | purposed to come to you (but was hindered)
I am ready to preach the gospel o you tha

Eventually, he came to Rome and ended up in a place like this. In Acts, the last chapter, talks
about Paul being allowed to dwell under house arrest (Acts 28:16, 30T A And when we ¢ ame
Rome . . . Paul was allowed to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him . . . and Paul dwelt

two years in his own hired housei @&hceThaPédsgl whied e
church in Rome; it was already here. Christians came here when they were persecuted in

Jerusal em. And Paul came here about the time of F
but tradition and history say thathedid. Paul 6 s purpose in coming to Rom
spiritual gift,6 as he says in Romans 1:11. So

Christians who were already here.]

[Note: InElicot t 6s Bi bl e Commentary, Vo lthatcanectdd Agosile nd a ¢
Paul with Apollonius of Tyana: filt was probably b
the Apostle, in the utter loneliness of which he speaks so plaintively, made his first defense against

the charge of treason. Possibly the judge was, for a time, moved by his dauntless innocence;

possibly, as when about the same time, the celebrated imposter, Apollonius of Tyana, stood

before the same judged (Philostratus, Life of Apollonius, Book IV, Chps. 42-44). Curiously, the

defense Apol |l oni us mad e before Tigellinus, Ner od0s
subsequent journey to Spain. Curiously also, is the opinion of many biblical scholars, that Paul

was released from prison at that time, also, and most likely make a journey to Spain (Romans

15:24, 28). Both Church fathers Chrysostom and Jerome believed Paul went to Spain.]

Reference: A New Testament Commentary for English Readers, Vol. 2, p. 190, edited by C.J.

Ellicott

https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8938863,12.4768826,1657m/data=!3m1!1e3 (google map of
Rome)

[At the Roman Forum]|

https://youtu.be/JK30fnGbyps (YouTube video)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamertine_Prison#/media/File:Campitelli_-_Mamertinum_-_giustiziati_laici_1040075.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamertine_Prison#/media/File:Campitelli_-_Mamertinum_-_giustiziati_laici_1040075.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2384079
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mamertine_Prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_bar_Giora
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.8938863,12.4768826,1657m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JK3OfnGbyps
https://youtu.be/JK3OfnGbyps

[See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman _Forum for detailed information.]
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome5.wma (audio file)

Paolo Lenzi discussed the pillaging of

ﬁ»r the Forum, the recycling of material, the
: silting from the annual flooding from the river,
and the natural erosion from the past.

sediment under our feet. Long time ago, the
natural action of erosion made the area of the
Forum into a field.
AD, and | come here to a place that looks like
a lonely place, and | think that | can establish
it as my farm. So | level the lot to make it an
even area, and | make an artificial layer on
top of the old one. Three hundred years later,
the river continues to flood and deposit
sediments layer upon layer.

We celebrate the foundation of Italy every June 2, so you can see they are setting up
barriers and preparing for the parade and festivities that will occur on that day (Republic day).

Question (looking at Arch of Severus): HAWhat

B —— 0= |
»

v %,
View down into For um. Arch of Sever us ."Tothe

emperor Caesar Lucius Septimius Severus Pius Pertinax Augustus Parthicus Arabicus Parthicus
Adiabenicus, son of Marcus, father of his country, pontifex maximus, in the eleventh year of his
tribunician power, in the eleventh year of his rule, consul thrice, and proconsul, and to the emperor
Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus Pius Felix, son of Lucius, in the sixth year of his
tribunician power, consul, and proconsul (fathers of their country, the best and bravest emperors),
on account of the restored republic and the rule of the Roman people spread by their outstanding
virtues at home and abroad, the Senate and the People of Rome (sc. dedicate this monument)."
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch_of Septimius_Severus

[Later | was to discover that the USA had copied many features from the triumphal arches of
Rome, and that there was such an arch dedicated to the triumph of the Union over the
Confederacy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldiers%27 and Sailors%27 Arch Triumphal arch in
Brookl yn, fADefender-58650}) he Union 1861
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Forum
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/audios/rome5.wma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch_of_Septimius_Severus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soldiers%27_and_Sailors%27_Arch

[Noisy work around the Forum prohibited me from doing accurate transcriptions of the words of
our tour guide.]

Around 1898, this area was called the cattle field, where the shepherds took care of their
flocks. Imagine some of the highest buildings popping out of the landscape. So they knew this
was the place of the ancient Roman Forum. There was an interest at that time to excavate the
area and see what was under all those levels (of landscape).

The excavators figured after initial excavations that there were eight extra levels, going
down about twenty feet. So he went down to 600 BC, where it was discovered that this was just
a marshy valley. What did he discover that made him sure it was 600 BC, and not 40 BC? He
found the sewer, the drainage system, that was made by one of the kings. When | say kings, |
mean BC; when | say emperor | mean AD. So the very last king of Rome, before it became a
republic, wanted to make this space the place of government. But he was tol d,

our dead there. 6 The king said, O6What 6s t he

collected the water and drained it into the nearby Tiber River.

Now, if you visualize the early buildings, and the early people, you can see what the early
period looked like.
https://youtu.be/BWAWB80IASIM Rome Reconstructed -- compiled by Jane Eyre (9:56)

~ VAW
Left - Curia Curia, Senate house, at far end.
The original Curia building was made of bricks, and it was destroyed by fire, so it was
replaced and enlarged by Julius Caesar. The Curia building you see now is a restored building

6But
probl


https://youtu.be/BwAW80IASlM

(or replica) from previous restorations. The architect of the building gave it the acoustics that
previously existed in that building. Once, when | was in the building, | clapped or spoke, and my
voice sounded only once, not like an echo. That, after all, was a place for speeches, and imagine
the speaker stepping up to the center of the building and making a speech. The voice was
amplified architecturally. To me, | will never get tired to remark how clever the Romans were when
building.

[Since the Roman Kingdom, the meeting-house of the Roman senate was known as
the curia. The original meeting place was said to have been a temple built on the spot where the
Romans and Sabines laid down their arms during the reign of Romulus (traditionally reigned 7531
717 BC). The institution of the senate was always ascribed to Romulus; although the first senate
was said to comprise 100 members, the earliest number which can be called certain is 300,
probably connected with the three tribes and 30 curiae also attributed to Romulus.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curia ]

The arch that we see of Septimus Severus is
a triumphal arch. There are two other arches
preserved here, the Arch of Titus and the
Arch of Constantine. The triumphal arch was
usually constructed an emperor carried out
and accomplished another victorious military
campaign. By the way, look at the shape of
the arch. We take it for granted that the arch
is something rounded. But the arch itself
looks like a yoke that you put on the neck of
an animal to control an animal. So the arch
itself is a symbol of subjugation and
domination. If you walk through the arch you
see the majesty of the emperor and his
dynasty.

Underneath the arch you can see a
relief of the spoils carried away from the
temple. The outside of the arch usually
depicts the battles that were carried out by
the emperor.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch_of Septim
ius_Severus
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[Our guide told us an abridged version of the Legend of Romulus and Remus. | was not
able to transcribe what he said, so A&@odingtoc!| udi n
Roman tradition, of which Livy's account is now the earliest to survive in full, their mother
was Rhea Silvia, daughter of Numitor, king of Alba Longa. Rhea Silvia conceived the twins by the
god Mars. Once the twins were born, they were abandoned to die in the Tiber River. They were
saved by a series of miraculous interventions: the river carried them to safety, and a she-wolf
found and suckled them. A shepherd and his wife found them and fostered them to manhood as
simple shepherds. The twins, still ignorant of their true origins, proved to be natural leaders. Later
in life, they chose to found a new city. While Romulus wanted to found the new city on
the Palatine Hill, Remus preferred the Aventine Hill. They quarreled and Remus was killed.
Romulus founded the new city, named it Rome, after himself.
http://www.ancient.eu/Romulus _and Remus/ ]

Of course, when Christianity became the state religion of Rome, all the pagan temples
were converted into Christian churches. So all the temples that were dedicated to pagan divinites
became churches dedicated to Christian saints, martyrs, and apostles. The temple of Antoninus
and Faustina of the 2nd century AD became the Roman Catholic church of San Lorenzo in
Miranda in the 7th century. The temple of Romulus was turned into the basilica of Santi Cosma
e Damiano. Thus, a Christian screen was created over the form of the former pagan culture. It
was an ontological maneuver carried out politically by the emperor to make everything less pagan.

Santi Luca e Martina i medieval church.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santi Luca e Martina



http://www.ancient.eu/Romulus_and_Remus/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santi_Luca_e_Martina

Ancient Roman road.

Why do we say adtal | Ro a
Rome?50 There is a golden
the Arch of Severus. It was the golden
milestone because all it marked the center of
the city, which was considered to be the
center of the world. All the distances from
the center of Rome to other cities within the
Roman empire were marked on the
milestone.

Sign: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romel0.jpg (Foro di Cesare)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forum of Caesar
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Sign: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romell.jpg (Foro di Nerva)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forum of Nerva



https://ancient-roman-structures.wikispaces.com/Golden+Milestone
http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/rome10.jpg
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(Foro dell a Pac&esa®Peaceobd/

Sign: http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romel2.jpg

Map of Forum area:  http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romel13.ipg

Sign: Roman Forum. The Roman Forum lies
in the valley surrounded by the Palatine,
Capitoline and Esquiline hills. In the
Republican period (5" 1%t centuries BC) this
was the political, economic, religious and
commercial heart of ancient Rome. In the 9"
i 8" centuries BC when the city was made
up of independent villages, the area was
occupied by the cemeteries of the various
settlements. Later, the villages began to
merge and the Forum valley naturally
became the place where their inhabitants
met for economic transactions and social
activities; broad and flat, it gradually became
the center of the ancient citybés social |
especially at its lowest point near the Capitoline hill. This made it necessary to carry out works
here to drain the marshy swamp; this enterprise, one of the first land reclamations of ancient Italy,
was ascribed to the Tarquins who built the Cloaca Maxima to channel the waters into the Tiber.
This was when the area took on a specific social and political function within the community.
[Continue at:  http://wigowsky.com/travels/GreeceRome/signs/romel4.jpg ]
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