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CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 2026   

COASTAL ROAD TRIP FROM  
Oregon Caves to San Diego 

[See Table of Contents – end of this Work] 

https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm   

https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm
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DAY 1 -- Deep within the Siskiyou Mountains – “Marble Halls of Oregon” 

   
Souvenir Room 

   
Angel Falls 

  
Paradise Lost                                                          Niagara Falls 

  
Millers Chapel                                                            Belly of the Whale 

  
Connecting Tunnel                                                      Imagination Room 
https://www.nps.gov/orca/index.htm  

https://www.nps.gov/orca/index.htm
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Cozy Cottage in the Woods, Cave Junction – we slept here before going to Redwoods. 
 

DAY 2 – Drive from Cave Junction, OR to Eureka, CA 
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Trees of Mystery offers a variety of services and experiences for our guests, beginning with a 
self guided trail tour of unusual tree formations, our new Redwood Canopy Trail, the 
Brotherhood Interpretive Center, and the SkyTrail aerial gondola which gives you a bird’s eye 
view of the Redwood Forest. Please allow at least 2 hours for your experience. 
https://treesofmystery.net/park-map/  

https://treesofmystery.net/park-map/
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The End of the Trail – American Indian statue at entrance to Trees of Mystery 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trees_of_Mystery Trees of Mystery is best known for its 49-foot 
(15 m) statue of Paul Bunyan and 35-foot (11 m) statue of Bunyan's companion Babe the 
Blue Ox, which are visible from US 101. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trees_of_Mystery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Bunyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babe_the_Blue_Ox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babe_the_Blue_Ox
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Sign: “So shall they live when ends our day.” – Living monument dedicated to the memory of 
Joseph B. Strauss, bulder of the Golden Gate Bridge 
 
Poem: “This is their temple, vaulted high,  

And here we pause with reverent eye, 
 With silent tongue and awe-struck soul;  

For here we sense life’s proper goal. 
 To be like these, straight, true and fine,  

To make our world, like theirs, a shrine; 
 Sink down, Oh traveler, on your knees, 

 God stands before you in these trees.” 
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(left) Brotherhood Tree.      (right) Sign:  Did you know…? At one time redwoods of many 
species covered most of the earth. The ice age destroyed most of them except those of the 
coast and the Sierra Nevada. 
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(left) Sign: Fallen Giant                                          (right) Canopy trail 

  
(left) Sign: Redwood burl.  
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Yoda: “May the forest be with you!” 

 
SkyTrail Gondola – glide through the forest canopy. SkyTrail is a 7 to 9 minute ride in an 

enclosed six passenger gondola through the redwood forest canopy to Ted’s Ridge. 
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(left) Baby Cathedral Tree                                           (right) Candelabra Tree – “Nurse tree” 
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Trail of Tall Tales – Here are the Tall Tales of Paul Bunyan and his friends carved in giant 
redwoods. The artist used only logger’s tools, a chainsaw, and a jack knife. 
(left) Ma and Pa, Paul’s cradle, first birthday; (right) Paul’s pull toy 

 
(left) the ax, tree pulling, landscaping, big fish; (right) Paul’s book larnin’ (first book) 
https://kookykidsworld.com/folk-tales/paul-bunyan-american-tall-tale/ 

https://kookykidsworld.com/folk-tales/paul-bunyan-american-tall-tale/
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The Rat Pack     
 https://www.gutenberg.org/files/70060/70060-h/70060-h.htm (story) 

 
Sourdough Sam 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/70060/70060-h/70060-h.htm
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Cookey – world’s fastest waiter 

 
(left) bunk house, (right) boot ‘em 
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Squirrel     Mama Bear & flapjack 

 
Paul’s Girlfriend – “Logger’s Dream” 
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https://treesofmystery.net/  

https://treesofmystery.net/
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Bigfoot (Sasquatch) 

 
Museum 
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DAY 3 -- Explore Eureka, CA  →  Humboldt Redwoods State Park 

 
Stay overnight in Eureka, at The Eureka Inn, a National Historic Landmark 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka_Inn    
The Eureka Inn in Eureka, California, United States, is a four-story, 104-room 

Elizabethan Tudor Revival architectural style hotel, which opened in 1922. In February 
1982, the structure was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka_Inn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tudorbethan_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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The Inn housed many thousands of visitors (including US presidents and royalty) from 
all over the world during its first several decades.  
               (below) Portraits of Presidents Ford, Hoover, and Reagan. 
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Walter Elias “Walt” Disney 

 
              Even SF 49er Steve Young (left) and Shirley Temple (center) stayed here. 
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https://www.visiteureka.com/  

https://www.visiteureka.com/
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The Pink Lady – 1889 Queen Anne, Victorian Restoration 
https://www.hotelsone.com/eureka-hotels-us/pinc-lady-mansion.html  

       

https://www.hotelsone.com/eureka-hotels-us/pinc-lady-mansion.html
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The Carson Mansion 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson_Mansion  

The Carson Mansion is a large Victorian house, constructed from 1884 to 1886 and 
located in Old Town, Eureka, California. Regarded as one of the premier examples of 
Queen Anne style architecture in the United States,   the house is "considered the most 
grand Victorian home in America." It is one of the most written about and photographed 
Victorian houses in California and possibly also in the United States.  

About 

Originally the home of William Carson, one of Northern California's first major lumber 
barons, it has been a private club since 1950. The house and grounds are not open to 
the public. It is owned and occupied by the private Ingomar Club. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carson_Mansion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Town_Eureka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eureka,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Anne_style_architecture_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingomar_Club
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       View from Carson mansion.  (below) murals on fence posts around mansion 
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Artist, Jose Moreno, Oct. 2019 - - “Lost Coast Fauna in 17 Views” 
https://theviewfromadrawbridge.com/2021/06/16/lost-coast-fauna-in-17-views/  
 
 

 

https://theviewfromadrawbridge.com/2021/06/16/lost-coast-fauna-in-17-views/
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Port City Eureka, California; Humboldt Bay and Marina 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt-bay  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=A2RQAjbyFNBqBQMAYpyJzbkF;_ylu=Y29sbwN1cy13ZXN0LTIEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny?fr=mcafee&p=Humboldt+Bay+Eureka+California&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Felements-resized.envatousercontent.com%2Felements-video-cover-images%2Ffce34285-d8f0-4526-9698-3dd7f9bea8ed%2Fvideo_preview%2Fvideo_preview_0000.jpg%3Fw%3D1200%26h%3D630%26cf_fit%3Dcrop%26q%3D85%26format%3Djpeg%26s%3D3c4c3774e8606b64e64fb5f772ee042bc39913bbc1f57efd469d8c538612ee9b
https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=A2RQAjbyFNBqBQMAYpyJzbkF;_ylu=Y29sbwN1cy13ZXN0LTIEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny?fr=mcafee&p=Humboldt+Bay+Eureka+California&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Felements-resized.envatousercontent.com%2Felements-video-cover-images%2Ffce34285-d8f0-4526-9698-3dd7f9bea8ed%2Fvideo_preview%2Fvideo_preview_0000.jpg%3Fw%3D1200%26h%3D630%26cf_fit%3Dcrop%26q%3D85%26format%3Djpeg%26s%3D3c4c3774e8606b64e64fb5f772ee042bc39913bbc1f57efd469d8c538612ee9b
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt-bay
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Along the boardwalk.  https://www.eurekaca.gov/208/Harbor-Division  

 
Watching seals in the harbor. 

https://www.eurekaca.gov/208/Harbor-Division
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Nearby U.S. Route 101, which generally follows the Eel River and its South Fork in this 
part of the North Coast, offers easy access to the park and nearby towns with 
connections to the scenic highway, Avenue of the Giants, also mostly located within or 
near park boundaries.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldt_Redwoods_State_Park 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_101_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eel_River_(California)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Fork_Eel_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avenue_of_the_Giants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humboldt_Redwoods_State_Park
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This log was balanced perfectly to make a fun see-saw! 
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Sign: The Dyerville Giant fell in March 1991.  At the time it was 362 feet tall and the 
National Champion Coast Redwood. 
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“I feel most emphatically that we should not turn a tree which was old when the first 
Egyptian conqueror penetrated the valley of the Euphrates – into shingles.” – 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
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Shrine Drive-thru tree (Myers Flat) 
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    Age: 3000 years.  Height: 275 ft.    Diameter: 21 ft.    Circumference: 64 ft. 
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Resources: 

https://thelifestyledove.com/road-trip-from-san-francisco-to-eureka/  

https://www.visitredwoods.com/explore-the-redwoods/avenue-of-the-giants/  

https://treesofmystery.net/ 

https://www.nps.gov/orca/index.htm 

 

https://thelifestyledove.com/road-trip-from-san-francisco-to-eureka/
https://www.visitredwoods.com/explore-the-redwoods/avenue-of-the-giants/
https://treesofmystery.net/
https://www.nps.gov/orca/index.htm


71 
 

 

DAY 4 – Fort Bragg & Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 

Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 

https://www.gardenbythesea.org/ 

What's in bloom at the Gardens 

Located on 47 acres that lie between California's scenic Highway 1 and the Pacific Ocean, this 

magnificent site includes canyons, wetlands, coastal bluffs, and a closed-cone pine forest. Set 

among this striking background is a varied array of plant collections. Our moderate climate allows 

us to grow a wide range of tender species plants that cannot survive the more extreme heat or 

cold that occurs in other locations.  

August, September, October 

Dahlias, heritage roses, heathers, begonias, fuchsias, hydrangeas, perennials at their peak 

bloom 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendocino_Coast_Botanical_Gardens  

 
https://www.gardenbythesea.org/map  

https://www.gardenbythesea.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendocino_Coast_Botanical_Gardens
https://www.gardenbythesea.org/map
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Sign: Our Town Meets the Sea.  This Coastal Trail, the Ka KahLeh Trail, established in 2015, 
provides the first public access to For Bragg’s rocky coast since the 1800s. The trail features 
sweeping ocean views and sights from our town’s history, as well as connections to 
additional trails and walking opportunities. 
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Read about the story of “Glass Beach:”    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_Beach_(Fort_Bragg,_California)  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_Beach_(Fort_Bragg,_California)
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Connecting the Pacific Ocean with the land, the California Coastal National Monument 
provides unique coastal habitat for marine-dependent wildlife and vegetation on more than 
20,000 rocks, islands, exposed reefs and pinnacles along the California coastline, as well as 
7,924 acres of public land in six onshore units: Trinidad Head Lighthouse, Waluplh-
Lighthouse Ranch, Lost Coast Headlands, Point Arena-Stornetta, Cotoni-Coast Dairies, and 
Piedras Blancas. 
While millions of people view the Monument from beaches, bluffs and watercraft, a closer 
look reveals activity as it provides untrammeled nesting habitat for an estimated 200,000 
breeding seabirds and thousands of loafing and breeding marine mammals, including 
harbor seals, and California and Steller’s sea lions. 
The California Coast is a way of life for millions of Californians, and a destination for visitors 
from around the world. Many come to the coast for health, play, work, discovery, and 
enjoyment. The scenic beauty and important wildlife habitat within the Monument are 
protected by the Bureau of Land Management as National Conservation Lands. 
Along its length, this spectacular interplay of land and sea is an experience that creates 
lasting connections between people and nature. 
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/california/california-coastal  

https://www.blm.gov/visit/trinidad-head-lighthouse
https://www.blm.gov/visit/california-coastal-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/california-coastal-national-monument
https://www.blm.gov/visit/lost-coast-headlands
https://www.blm.gov/visit/point-arena-stornetta-unit
https://www.blm.gov/cotoni-coast-dairies
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/california/piedras-blancas-light-station
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/california/california-coastal
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Nestled on North Harbor Drive in Fort Bragg, Mayan Fusion specializes in Mexican food. 
American flavors are mixed well and is visible in their menu that has dishes like Mayan salad, 
shrimp and prawn cocktails, fresh oysters, New York steak kebab (Chimichurri green sauce, 
homemade chilly lime potato chips), local wild king salmon, beef tacos, Manhattan style 
Mayan clam chowder, oven-baked free range chicken breast, chips with Guacamole and 
salsa (dip and sauce), jumbo prawns, and much more. https://www.mayanfusion.com/  
 

https://www.mayanfusion.com/
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DAY 5 – From Fort Bragg to Bodega Bay 
 

 
We stayed overnight at the Surf Motel and Gardens in Fort Bragg. 
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We drove 45 miles south of Fort Bragg to the Point Arena Lighthouse. 

 
Along the way, we saw patches of wild pink coastal lilies. 
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Point Arena Lighthouse, 115 ft. Lighthouse Tower   
https://www.pointarenalighthouse.com/about  
Point Arena Light is a lighthouse in Mendocino County, California, United States, 
two miles (3 km) north of Point Arena, California. It is approximately 130 mi 
(210 km) north of San Francisco, in the Fort Point Group of lighthouses. The 
lighthouse features a small museum and gift shop. Guided tours of the light station 
as well as self-guided tours of the grounds are available daily.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Arena_Light  

https://www.pointarenalighthouse.com/about
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lighthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendocino_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Arena,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Arena_Light
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Tour guide shows us the first mirror (Fresnel lens) used at the lighthouse. 
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The original lighthouse at this site was constructed in 1870. The brick-and-mortar tower 
included ornate iron balcony supports and a large keeper residence with enough space to 
house several families. In April 1906, the San Francisco earthquake struck the light station. 
The keeper's residence and lighthouse were damaged so severely that they had to be 
demolished. 
A San Francisco-based company built a new lighthouse on the site and specified that it had 
to withstand earthquakes. The company chose normally built factory smokestacks, which 
accounts for the final design for the new Point Arena Lighthouse, featuring steel 
reinforcement rods encased in concrete. This was the first lighthouse built this way. 
The new lighthouse began operation in 1908, nearly 18 months after the quake. It stands 
115 ft (35 m) tall, and featured a 1st Order Fresnel Lens, over six feet in diameter and 
weighing more than six tons. The lens was made up of 258 hand-ground glass prisms, all 
focused toward three sets of double bullseyes. These bullseyes gave Point Arena Lighthouse 
its unique "light signature" of two flashes every six seconds. The optics, which held an 
appraised value of over $3.5 million, were set in solid brass framework and built in France. 
June 1977 brought the installation of an automated aircraft-type beacon on the balcony 
tower, and the historic 1st Order Fresnel Lens was discontinued. The 400-pound aircraft 
beacon had been replaced by a 40-pound modern rotating light that incorporates the Fresnel 
principles for the efficient projection of light. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brickwork
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1906_San_Francisco_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresnel_Lens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prism_(optics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brass
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I climbed to the top! 

The Point Arena Lighthouse has 145 steps to reach the top. This lighthouse stands 115 feet 
tall and offers stunning views of the Pacific Ocean and the surrounding coastline. 
 
After I reached the top and looked at the awesome view of the ocean and coastline, I heard 
my phone ring. I answered the call from my son, Paul Steven, who was calling me to wish me 
“happy birthday!”  What an interesting coincidence.  And a wonderful surprise! 
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View of the 40-pound modern rotating light. 
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Sign: Future Home of the Northern California Coastal Veterans Monument. Grand opening 
Veterans Day 2026. The monument will be a powerful, eternal, peaceful tribute to our 
nation’s veterans, past, present, and future. 
The Point Arena Lighthouse is a unique location that provides contemplation and solitude 
while being in harmony with natural surroundings. 

 
https://vetsmonument.org/ 
 

https://vetsmonument.org/
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We drove past Fort Ross. We had visited this site several times before and didn’t feel a 
desire to stop here again.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Ross,_California  

 
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=451  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Ross,_California
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=451
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About Sonoma Coast State Park 
A series of beaches stretching from Bodega Bay to the Russian River, this park's craggy 
coastline features secluded coves, rugged headlands, natural arches, fertile tide pools, 
camping and, in winter, one of the best whale watching spots in California. 
Bodega Head is the rocky headland that forms the entrance into Bodega Harbor. The harbor 
side provides a popular crabbing area along the jetty and the many hiking trails on the ocean 
side allow access to small, sandy coves and spectacular scenic views. The high cliffs offer 
excellent vantage points for observing migrating gray whales. 
Location 
The Sonoma Coast is comprised of several beaches separated by rock bluffs and 
headlands.  Sonoma Coast SP spans 17 miles from Bodega Head to Vista Trail which is 
located approximately 4 miles north of Jenner. 
Take care when visiting the beach  
Like most north coast beaches, Sonoma Coast is NOT FOR SWIMMING. Strong rip currents, 
heavy surf and sudden ground swells make surf play dangerous. A small staff of well-trained 
lifeguards are usually on duty during the peak season, however with so much coastline to 
cover, they may not be immediately available. 
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=451  
 

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=451
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Lots of pelicans, snowy plovers, seagulls, and other birds on the beach. 
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Birthday dinner at The Tides Wharf & Restaurant in Bodega Bay. 
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Fish Chart.          Neptune with trident. 

  
Looking out at Bodega Bay Harbor. 
https://www.bodegabay.com/bodegabayharbor/  

https://www.bodegabay.com/bodegabayharbor/


114 
 

 
Halibut dinner. 
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Continue driving south on Highway 101 – via SF Bay to Monterey. 
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DAY 6 – Monterey 

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/  
• Senior $50 (ages 70+) 

886 Cannery Row 
Monterey, CA 93940 

831.648.4800 

  Aquarium   
Perched on the edge of the Point Lobos State Natural Reserve, the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
offers visitors an up-close glimpse at Pacific sea creatures, while nearby Cannery Row 
boasts tourist-friendly shops and eateries along a street immortalized by writer John 
Steinbeck.  
Monterey is one of the most historic spots along the California coast. 
It served as California’s capital under three different regimes: first Spain, then Mexico, and 
finally the United States. 
Monterey began to be colonized by the Spanish in the later half of the 18th century. The 
Spanish built the Presidio, and the Mission de San Carlos Borromeo de Monterey. The 
mission was later moved to Carmel. 

 
 
 

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/
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Sign: Cannery Row – People have always fished on Monterey Bay. For ages, people have 
pulled salmon, abalone, sardines and more from the rich waters of the bay. The catch 
was eaten fresh or dried, until 1895, when the first local cannery opened. A small-scale 
salmon operation, it soon switched to focus on sardines. 
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Sign: The sea is as near as we come to another world. 
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             https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu_ubrbtPQE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu_ubrbtPQE
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    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJwvJN-kGlA  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJwvJN-kGlA
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  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vJpywkgudg  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vJpywkgudg
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DAY 7 – Carmel Mission 
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Crest: “My Soul is thirsting for you” 
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       Cypress Tree 
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                  California’s Plymouth Rock: The Vizcaino-Serra Oak Tree 
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Saint Junipero Serra, a saint for California. Saint Pope John Paul II declared Serra 
“Venerable” on 9 May 1985. On 11 December 1987, His Holiness confirmed and approved 
Serra’s beatification. The photograph (left) shows the solemn Beatification. Photograph 
(right) shows Pope Francis in Washington D.C.September 2015. 

 
The Cause for Serra.  The Serra Cause for Canonization proceeded slowly during 1934-
1985. Eight-thousand pages of documents about his life, reputation, and character were 
gathered and sent to Rome, and “canonical courts” were held throughout California with 
descendants of families familiar with Serra.  
Photograph (right) Concelebrated Mass, August 1984. 

 
His Story, Relics and Journey to Canonization.  The cross, the bible. 
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The Espinosa Shield 
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Resources (Carmel Mission): 

(1) https://carriedawaytravels.com/a-beautiful-historic-visit-to-the-carmel-mission-
basilica-january-12-2026/  (good descriptions) 

(2) https://home.nps.gov/places/carmel-mission.htm  
(3) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Carlos_Borromeo_de_Carmelo 
(4) https://carmelmission.org/map-and-guide/ (good map/guide) 
(5) https://carmelmission.org/brief-history/ (history) 
(6) https://carmelmission.org/brief-history/ (history) 
(7) https://carmelmission.org/ (Carmel Mission Basilica) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://carriedawaytravels.com/a-beautiful-historic-visit-to-the-carmel-mission-basilica-january-12-2026/
https://carriedawaytravels.com/a-beautiful-historic-visit-to-the-carmel-mission-basilica-january-12-2026/
https://home.nps.gov/places/carmel-mission.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Carlos_Borromeo_de_Carmelo
https://carmelmission.org/map-and-guide/
https://carmelmission.org/brief-history/
https://carmelmission.org/brief-history/
https://carmelmission.org/
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Dinner at The Fish Hopper (recommended by Elsa’s niece, Laura) 
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We spent two nights here at Carmel Hill Lodge 

 
The place was run by a Hindu couple (husband-wife), with whom I chatted about the 

Akshardham that was advertised in the office. I had visited it when I was in India. 
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DAY 8-9 – SANTA BARBARA 
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East Beach 

 



175 
 

 

 

 



176 
 

 

Mission Santa Barbara 
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The Ground Plan of the Santa Barbara Mission 
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Madonna of the Cloak 
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Virginn of the Apocalypse (theme taken from 12th chapter of Revelation). The depiction of 
a winged Virgin Mary is uncommon and most often seen in Spanish and Mexican art. 
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The Moreton Bay fig tree, native to Australia, is one of the many Australian botanical 
immigrants to Southern California. Its figs are not tasty for humans, although some birds eat 
them. 
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St. Barbara altar     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Barbara  
Saint Barbara (Ancient Greek: Ἁγία Βαρβάρα; Coptic: Ϯⲁⲅⲓⲁ Ⲃⲁⲣⲃⲁⲣⲁ; Church Slavonic: 
Великомученица Варва́ ра Илиопольская; Arabic: القديسة الشهيدة بربارة), known in the Eastern 
Orthodox Church as the Great Martyr Barbara, was an early Christian and martyr of 
Phoenician origin from Heliopolis (modern-day Baalbek, Lebanon).  
Saint Barbara is often portrayed with miniature chains and a tower to symbolize her father 
imprisoning her. As one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, Barbara is a popular saint, perhaps 
best known as the patroness saint of armourers, artillerymen, military engineers, miners and 
others who work with explosives because of her legend's association with lightning. 
She is also a patroness saint of mathematicians. A 15th-century French version of her story 
credits her with thirteen miracles, many of which reflect the security she offered that her 
devotees would not die before getting to make confession and receiving extreme unction.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Barbara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coptic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Slavonic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenicia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baalbek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baalbek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourteen_Holy_Helpers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armourer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artillerymen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_engineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lightning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematicians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extreme_unction
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   Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
https://www.sbnature.org/visit/exhibitions/  

 

https://www.sbnature.org/visit/exhibitions/
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Moby Dick Restaurant 
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Dinner at Moby Dick’s: Swordfish and Salmon 
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DAY 10 – LONG BEACH 

 

 



220 
 

 

City of Long Beach across the harbor. 

 

Our spacious room (stateroom #467) on the Queen Mary. 
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(top) Captain’s room (bottom) Captain’s dayroom 
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Staff Captain’s room 
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Radio, communication room 
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Dance Hall 
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Tony Curtis and Janet Leigh dining in the Verandah Grill 
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Eisenhower suite                                          Poseidon Adventure (movie, actors) 

 
        Royal Salon 
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Promenade Deck 

 

 
Key to Sectional Plan of the Queen Mary 
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Marriage Chapel 

 

 
           The Chelsea Restaurant – formal dining. 
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Observation Bar, drinks and appetizers 
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Laurel & Hardy 

 
 

 



239 
 

 
 

 
 



240 
 

 
 

 



241 
 

 

Stop at Encinitas on our way to San Diego 
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https://loftycoffee.com/pages/encinitas  

 

https://loftycoffee.com/pages/encinitas
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DAY 11-14 – SAN DIEGO 

 
Balboa Park – place of many museums 
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Statue of Balboa 
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JAPANESE GARDEN 
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MUSEUM – ALL OF US 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Us  

  
                                                                                                                                                           SALOME 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Us
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Sign:  ICONS AND SCRIPTURE  Icons depict compelling visual stories, communicating with form 
and colr what Holy Scripturer does with words. Symmetrical compositions crete a symbolic space 
beyond the physical facts of human experience. Individual scenes are combined to emphasize 
the divine purpose underlying scriptural events. The figure of Christ, often surrounded by a halo 
of light, guides the viewer’s thoughts from this moment on earth to the eternity of heaven. 
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THE MAGDALENE MASTER 
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https://ontheworldmap.com/usa/city/san-diego/san-diego-balboa-park-map.jpg  
https://balboapark.org/  

https://ontheworldmap.com/usa/city/san-diego/san-diego-balboa-park-map.jpg
https://balboapark.org/
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We stayed four nights at the Ocean Villa Inn, Ocean Beach, overlooking the mouth 
 of the San Diego River, flowing into the Pacific Ocean. 
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Planes flying over the area every 10 minutes. 
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Sign: Welcome too the mouth of the San Diego River, where the river completes its 52-mile 
mourney from the mountains to the Pacific Ocean.  This site is unique because it includes 
three rare ecosystem types: Coastal Sage Scrub, Coastal Dunes, and Coastal Wetlands. 
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https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/01-05-26_Zoo%20Map_web.pdf  

https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/01-05-26_Zoo%20Map_web.pdf
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Most of the animals either were sleeping in the shade or hiding from the 100 degree heat. 

 

 
                  Bones of short-faced bear. 
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Rnino 

 

Zebra 
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Monkeys 
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The pandas were hiding from the heat, so we didn’t get to see them. 
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A video was being played to keep the public happy to have at least seen the pandas 

on a screen. 
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Happy hippos have a nice cool pool. 
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Austrailian Outback 
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Tasmanian Devil was hard to photograph. Appeared and disappeared quickly. 
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CORONADO ISLAND 

Incorporated in 1890, the City of Coronado is a small seaside community with a rich 

history and charming ocean village atmosphere. Located in San Diego County, Coronado 

(Spanish for “Crowned”) is nicknamed The Crown City. https://www.coronado.ca.us/  

https://coronadovisitorcenter.com/activities-and-tours-2/  

Coronado is a tied island which is connected to the mainland by a tombolo (a sandy 

isthmus) called Silver Strand.    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronado,_California  

 

 

https://www.coronado.ca.us/
https://coronadovisitorcenter.com/activities-and-tours-2/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tied_island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombolo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Strand_(San_Diego)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronado,_California
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The Hotel del Coronado, also known as The Del and Hotel Del, is a historic beachfront 
hotel in Coronado, California, just across San Diego Bay from San Diego. A rare surviving 
example of an American architectural genre—the wooden Victorian beach resort—it was 
designated a California Historical Landmark in 1970[4] and a National Historic Landmark 
in 1977.[3][5] The Hotel del Coronado was inducted into Historic Hotels of America, an 
official program of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, in 2018. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_del_Coronado  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronado,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Historical_Landmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_del_Coronado#cite_note-chl-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Historic_Landmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_del_Coronado#cite_note-nhlsum-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_del_Coronado#cite_note-nris-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historic_Hotels_of_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel_del_Coronado
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USS Midway Museum   https://www.midway.org/  

 

 
 

https://www.midway.org/
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https://seaworld.com/san-diego/park-info/theme-park-map/  

https://seaworld.com/san-diego/park-info/theme-park-map/
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Buon Appetito restaurant 
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California Adventure 2026 – Epilogue 

 
We came to Olga’s house in Concord and stayed a week in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. 

 
Drinking Yerba Mate with Olga. 
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We spent several days with Olga. One day, Olga recited a Ukrainian verse, 

and she allowed me to video the recitation. It seemed that Olga recited a 

poem that started from Ivan Franko, Ukrainian writer, and then added an 

ending about God helping the Ukrainians, and that the nation will overcome 

its adversity. 

Украінцам Бог поможе,  
Народа ліхо переможе, 
Тілько дружно у любови 
Щастье и обнови 
Идем перед у Божий час! 

God will help the Ukrainians, 
The nation will overcome its adversity; 
Only in unity and love 
Will happiness and renewal be found— 
Let us move forward, in God’s own time! 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKiwdSOUP58  

З новим роком, браття милі, 

В новім щасті, в новій силі 

Радісно вітаю вас 

І бажаю, щоб в здоров’ю, 

В мирі, з братньою любов’ю 

Відтепер ішов вам час. 

І бажаю, щоб трудяще 

Те життя вам якнайкраще 

Без біди минало всім, 

Щоб думками ви міцніли, 

Багатіли, не бідніли, 

Щоб веселий був ваш дім. 

 

І бажаю, щоб ми згідно, 

Сміло, свідомо, свобідно 

Йшли до спільної мети: 

В своїй хаті жить по-свому, 

Не коритися нікому, 

Лад найкращий завести. 

Сим бажанням вас вітаю, 

І по давньому звичаю 

Повну чарку догори! 

Щирій праці бог поможе. 

Дай вам боже все, що гоже! 

Іван Франко 

“Коваль Бассім”, 1900 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKiwdSOUP58
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Memories of Olga’s husband, Steve Belmudez (RIP) 
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Concord neighborhood gets ready for Halloween 

 
We take BART into the city.  Ferry building. 
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Our friend, Fred Shevchenko, gives us a city tour, starting with St. Ignatius.  

 
SF Columbarium  

https://sf-columbarium.com/  

https://sf-columbarium.com/
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Fred shows us the interior of the Columbarium. 
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Fred shares artifacts and family heritage with us 

 

  
Madonna icon      Golden Gate Bridge, by Eugene Garin 
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Grace Cathedral, Ghiberti “Doors of Paradise” 
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Cable Car Museum 

 
https://www.cablecarmuseum.org/  

https://www.cablecarmuseum.org/cablecars.html  

https://www.cablecarmuseum.org/
https://www.cablecarmuseum.org/cablecars.html
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Chinatown, Fortune Cookie factory 

https://www.goldengatefortunecookies.com/  

 

https://www.goldengatefortunecookies.com/
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TransAmerican Pyramid building.  WAYMO driverless car (white) 
WAYMO = "a new way forward in mobility" 
https://waymo.com/rides/san-francisco/   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waymo  
 https://thetouristchecklist.com/waymo-san-francisco/  

 
 

https://waymo.com/rides/san-francisco/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waymo
https://thetouristchecklist.com/waymo-san-francisco/
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotaling_Building  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hotaling_Building
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_Lucas,_Turner_%26_Co.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bank_of_Lucas,_Turner_%26_Co
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Saloon  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Saloon
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Fleet Week in SF.  Blue Angels fly overhead. 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleet_Week  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleet_Week
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North Beach Restaurant 

https://www.sottomaresf.com/ 
Located in the heart of North Beach, San Francisco, Sotto Mare Restaurant 
provides a delicious and authentic Italian North Beach experience. We are 
proud to serve the freshest fish and shellfish in town; Oysters and clams on 
the half shell, Boston style Clam Chowder, Baccala, Crab Cioppino, Louis 
salads, Seafood Pastas and Seafood Risotto are just a few of the items we 
offer. For those who like to cook at home, we also offer a selection of our 
fresh fish daily. If you are looking for the best Italian seafood in San 
Francisco, you found us! 

 
 

https://www.sottomaresf.com/
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WAYMO – driverless car takes us back to where Fred parked at Grace 
Cathedral, driving through the city effortlessly.  A Futuristic Experience! 
 
WAYMO = "a new way forward in mobility" 
https://waymo.com/rides/san-francisco/    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waymo  
 https://thetouristchecklist.com/waymo-san-francisco/  

 
 
 

https://waymo.com/rides/san-francisco/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waymo
https://thetouristchecklist.com/waymo-san-francisco/
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A day with Elsa’s nephew, Matthew Geach 

 
Geach Family – Henry, Michelle, Ava, Joel, Matthew  
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Matthew is a design enthusiast, so we took him shopping to Hillsdale Mall. 
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Dinner at Celia’s with Carlos, Alison, and Matthew 
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We missed the Celebration of Life service for our dearly departed relative, 
Ysais “Chuck” Castaneda, on October 3rd, so we watched it on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/live/3BO61hbpDk4  
 

 
https://www.youtube.com/live/3BO61hbpDk4?si=HyxalXy_HqoUNAb4  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/live/3BO61hbpDk4
https://www.youtube.com/live/3BO61hbpDk4?si=HyxalXy_HqoUNAb4
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   Releasing of the dove(s) ceremony.    Siblings watch. 
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We were invited to a party with friends and relatives at John & Monica Dumanovsky’s house. 
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On Sunday, we were supposed to go to church with Olga, but she had a mishap (broke 

her collar bone), and so Elsa and I went to “The Bay Church” (formerly Calvary Temple) 

in Concord for old times sake.  We witnessed an interesting baptismal service within the 

church. 
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After church, Elsa and I watched our SF 49ers beat Seattle Seahawks, 32-29 
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Ladies gathering at Nancy’s house. 
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SUMMARY OF CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE 

FACEBOOK POSTS 
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