
Alaska Day 8 - Whittier to Talkeetna (McKinley Wilderness Lodge) 

 

Arrive early Saturday morning (9/16) at Port of Whittier. Disembark. 

 



 
At 6:30am we boarded the McKinley Explorer Glass-Domed Train that took us 

to Talkeetna, where we boarded a motorcoach for the Mt. McKinley Princess 

Wilderness Lodge.  Pam H. was our conductor/guide on the train. 

 

Views of the landscape from the train. 



 

https://www.alaskatrain.com/service/mckinley-explorer.html  

 

 

https://www.alaskatrain.com/service/mckinley-explorer.html


 

 

Wildlife viewing – We saw moose, and trumpeter swans. 

 



 

Scenery along the way. 

 

 



 
Arrival in Talkeetna.  Diorama (above), totem pole (below). 

Talkeetna began in 1916 when the area was chosen as a district headquarters 

for the Alaska Railroad. A post office opened as well as a sawmill, trading post, 

cigar and donkey store and other businesses as well as many cabins. In 1917, 

the residents encouraged the government to survey the lots on which their 

homes stood. In 1919, the railroad surveyed and auctioned eighty lots, 41 of 

which already had permanent structures on them.   (Wikipedia) 

 

 



 

 Another totem pole. 

Talkeetna is a 2½-hour drive from Anchorage, the largest city in Alaska. The 

core downtown area is classified as a National Historic Site, with buildings 

dating from the early 1900s including Nagley's General Store, Fairview Inn and 

the Talkeetna Roadhouse. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talkeetna%2C_Alaska  

 

Adolf wants to check out a store named Aurora Dora. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talkeetna%2C_Alaska


 

 

I buy a booklet about the Aurora Borealis at the Aurora Dora shop. 

 



 

 

Lots of pictures (photos, art work) of the Northern Lights inside the shop.  

http://www.auroradora.com/  

 

Walking through the small town of Talkeetna (on Main Street). 

http://www.auroradora.com/


 
Shops and restaurants in the small town of Talkeetna. 

 
A view of Mt. McKinley (Denali) across the Talkeetna River.  Actually, 

Talkeetna is located at the confluence of three rivers: 

the Susitna, Chulitna and Talkeetna. 



 

 
Denali (aka Mt. McKinley, its official former name) is 

the highest mountain peak in North America, with a summit elevation of 

20,310 feet (6,190 m) above sea level.    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denali  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denali


 

 
The Koyukon Athabaskans who inhabit the area around the mountain have for 

centuries referred to the peak as Dinale or Denali. The name is based on a 

Koyukon word for "high" or "tall".  Also called “The Big One.” 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koyukon_people


 
On August 30, 2015, just ahead of a presidential visit to Alaska, the Barack 

Obama administration announced the name Denali would be restored in line 

with the Alaska Geographic Board's designation. U.S. Secretary of the 

Interior Sally Jewell issued the order changing the name to Denali on August 

28, 2015, effective immediately. Jewell said the change had been "a long time 

coming". 

 



 

 
Learn about this rural town's native, gold mining, and aviation history in this 

museum housed in a little red school house, as well as a number of smaller, 

old railroad buildings.   http://www.alaska.org/destination/talkeetna/attractions  

 

http://www.alaska.org/destination/talkeetna/attractions


 

Alaska’s Wildlife poster. 

 

Arrival at Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge. 



 
Enjoy a stay at Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge located south of 

Denali National Park near the Chulitna River for an exceptional value.   

https://www.princesslodges.com/travel-specials/mckinley-lodge-specials/ 

 

 

https://www.princesslodges.com/travel-specials/mckinley-lodge-specials/


 

 

 

Sign: Mt. McKinley, Denali, the Great One.   



 

Sign:  Glaciers, Not Your Ordinary Ice Cubes! 

 

 



 
Mt. McKinley Lodge features a room so spectacular we’ve named it “The Great 
Room.” An irresistible haven with an impressive stone fireplace, The Great 
Room features cozy sitting areas, tables for card and board games, and 
enormous floor-to-ceiling windows that look out on Denali and the Alaska 
Range. 
The Great Room offers one of the most inspirational views of the mountain 
found anywhere. Your Alaska lodge experience isn’t complete until you’ve 
gazed on this scenic expanse! 
https://www.princesslodges.com/princess-alaska-lodges/mckinley-lodge/  

 

https://www.princesslodges.com/princess-alaska-lodges/mckinley-lodge/


 

 

Many views of Denali inside the lodge. 

 



 

 

Model of Denali (the mountain and the range). 

 



 

 

A presentation on the local owl. 

 



 

More Denali views (paintings, photographs, prints, etc.). 

 

 



 

 
Alaskan plane that has skiis for landing on glaciers. 



 

Slide Show and talk by guide Melis Coady about Denali. 

  Tapestry of Eagles. 

 



In the evening we bought tickets to see the show PhotoSymphony: Aurora 

(“Aurora: the Crown of Light”) in the Hudson Theater.  A fantastic show! 

http://photosymphony.com/  

At 1:15am I received a wake-up call to see the Northern Lights.  I put my 

name on the list in case the skies were clear and the Aurora Borealis appeared 

in the sky.  I was fortunate to see three showings of the Northern Lights within 

a span of two hours. 

My impressions of Aurora Borealis: My first view of Aurora Lights (from solar 

flares) was of a bright broad white band on the horizon (in the distance towards 

the Denali, Alaskan range). 

My second view was of faint colored lights – greenish, reddish, bluish – 

streaming slightly upwards above the horizon. 

My third view was the most impressive.  The colors were brighter as the sky lit 

up with light on the northern horizon above the Alaskan range.  There was a 

long stream to the left of the color bands of red, blue, and green.  It seemed to 

rise like a beam of colored rays about a hand-span above the horizon.  There 

was also a beam of colored light to the right (above the trees to the right of the 

range). 

A lady with a “tracer” said there was supposed to be another showing of 

Aurora, but I waited about 20 minutes and then left because another showing 

did not appear as the lady’s tracker forecast. 

What I saw was an infinitesimal part of what others had seen.  The best 

photos are those seen at http://www.auroradora.com/horizontal  

http://photosymphony.com/
http://www.auroradora.com/horizontal

