
Alaska Day 6 - Glacier Bay 

 

Entering Glacier Bay National Park. 

 

Books about Alaska and its wildlife.   



 
Books about glaciers and Glacier Bay.  Glacier Bay is a homeland, a natural 

lab, a wilderness, a national park, a United Nations biosphere reserve, and a 

world heritage site. 

 

 



 



 

Just 250 years ago, Glacier Bay was all glacier and no bay.  A massive river 

of ice, roughly 100 miles long and thousands of feet deep, occupied the entire 

bay.  Today, that glacier is gone, having retreated north.  Fewer than a 

dozen smaller tidewater glaciers remain. 

 



 

One of the first glaciers we saw was the Reid glacier.   

https://www.nps.gov/glba/learn/nature/glaciers.htm    

 

https://www.nps.gov/glba/learn/nature/glaciers.htm


 

According to John Muir, who traveled to southeastern Alaska three times 

(1879, 1880,1890) to study the glaciers, the natives (Alaskan Indians) called 

the bay “Sit-ada-kay” (or Ice Bay).   

 

In his book Travels in Alaska, John Muir writes of the glaciers as “. . . these 

mansions of the Icy North, notwithstanding it is only the natural effect of 

appreciable manifestations of the presence of God.”  (p. 750)   

When he looks at a glacier, he sees the wonders of Nature at work: “The whole 

front of the glacier is gashed and sculptured into a maze of shallow caves and 

crevasses, and a bewildering variety of novel architectural forms, clusters of 

glittering level-tipped spires, gables, and obelisks, bold outstanding bastions 

and plain mural cliffs … earth-sculpturing, landscape-making action of flowing 

ice.  And here, too, one learns that the world, though made, is yet being made, 

that this is still the morning of creation. . . in very foundational truth we had 

been in one of God’s own temples and had seen Him and heard Him working 

and preaching like a man.” (p. 752) 

[The Eight Wilderness-Discovery Books, John Muir] 



 

When John Muir traveled to Glacier Bay in 1879, the glacier had retreated 

about 45 miles up the bay from Icy Strait.  He captured the popular 

imagination about Alaska, attracting tourists to Glacier Bay.  Today you must 

travel 65 miles up the bay to view tidewater glaciers. 

 



 

Geologists believe that Glacier Bay existed during a minimum of four Glacial 

periods ending with the Little Ice Age, which has a 4,000-year-old record, as 

the latest period. All glaciers in the park today are said to be remnants of this 

glacial period.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Bay_Basin  

 

 

   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glacier_Bay_Basin


 
The Star Princess sails closer to the glaciers. 

 

Approaching the Lamplugh Glacier near John Hopkins Inlet. 



 

The Lamplugh Glacier originates in the Brady Icefield to the east of 

Fairweather Range. The glacier has a width of about 0.75 miles (1.21 km) at 

the water face. Its rises to height of 150–160 feet (46–49 m) with depth of 10–

40 feet (3.0–12.2 m) at the waterline. It stretches to over 16 miles (26 km).    

(Wikipedia) 

 



 

John Muir writes: “And as we contemplate their history . . . how wonderful it 

seems that ice formed from pressed snow on the far-off mountains two or three 

hundred years ago should still be pure and lovely in color after all its travel and 

toil in the rough mountain quarries, grinding and fashioning the features of 

predestined landscapes.” (p. 842) 

 



 

 

 

View of the Grand Pacific Glacier (to the right). 



 

 
Grand Pacific Glacier in retreat. 

 

View of John Hopkins Glacier in the distance. 



 

 

John Hopkins Glacier. 

 



 

Carroll Glacier on the eastern side of Glacier Bay. 

 

Enjoying Glacier Bay. 



 

 

 
Sign: A Glacier’s Journey.  Like snowflakes, every glacier is unique.  A 

glacier’s origin and journey determine its appearance. Elevation, precipitation, 

slope and geology influence a glacier’s character. 

 



 

 



 

Approaching Margerie Glacier. 

 

Small icebergs in the bay. 



 
Margerie Glacier.  Margerie Glacier is a part of the Glacier Bay National Park 

and Preserve which—with its combination of tidewater glaciers, coastlines, 

fjords, rivers and lakes—provides widely varying landscapes and seascapes 

that support 333 vascular plant taxa, 274 bird species, 160 fish species, 41 

mammal species, and 3 amphibian species. As this glacier calves, it disturbs 

the krill and small fish, thus making it an ideal spot for birds. Humpback 

whales and grizzly bears are also sometimes seen near this glacier.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margerie_Glacier  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margerie_Glacier


 

 

My impression of glaciers – I heard two ‘thunderclaps’ of glacier pieces falling 

(i.e. calving) into the water (or falling apart).  I did not see it happening.  I 

loved the Margerie Glacier the best, and enjoyed the revolving ship (4-5 times), 

which allowed all passengers on the decks to see the glacier. 

 

 



 
Margerie Glacier is categorized as a tidewater glacier, one of eleven remaining 

in the park, with eight in the bay and three on the Pacific Ocean coastal area of 

the park. A tidewater glacier is one whose terminus encounters seawater at 

least at high tide, if not at all tide levels. Margerie Glacier and six other glaciers 

have termini that are fully submerged at all tide levels.  (Wikipedia) 

 



 

 

Evening Showtime “Born to Dance” (featuring Broadway’s biggest hits) at the 

Princess Theater (on the ship).  The Production was fantastic! 

 

 



 

Effy shop features an Ammolite fossil (gem).  Parts of the fossil are 

transformed into colorful jewelry.  Ammolite is found in Alberta, Canada, at 

the foothills of the Canadian Rockies.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammolite  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammolite


 

 

The ammolite event featured a prize (drawing), which I was the lucky winner. I 

received a lovely necklace, which I gave to my wife. 

 

 


