
Alaska Day 5 - Skagway 

 

The Star Princess arrives at the Port of Skagway.  View from the bow. 

 

A river otter enjoying its breakfast meal. 



 

 

  



 

Leaving the cruise ship to go on an excursion. 

 

Solar logo on the underside of the bow of the ship. 



 

The White Pass & Yukon Route train awaits those going on their excursion to 

the Yukon Territory.  We would go on motorcoach there and return on the 

train. 

 

Sign: Nature always succeeds!  Succession witnessed in Skagway. 



 

 

The train leaves the station.  View of main street in Skagway. 

 

Sign: US Army invades Skagway.  During April 1942, the sleepy little town of 

Skagway was startled awake by the sudden arrival of troops. 



 

Sign: The Road to Gold.  [Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park] 

 

Sign: Ho, for the Klondike! 



 

Sign: Gateway to the Interior. Ice-free river valleys provided a way through the 

rugged landscape of the Alaskan Coast Mountains. 

 

Historic building: Camp Skagway No.1 (1899) 



 

Main Street in Skagway. 

 

Motorcoach ride to the Yukon Territory with driver George. 



 

Beautiful scenery along the way. 

 

Lake Tuhshi (“two-shy”) - 30 miles long. 



 

 

At Lake Tagish - 100 kilometers long (62 miles). 

 



 

The lake is named for the Tagish people. Tagish means fish trap in the 

old Tagish language, an Athabascan language.  Other sources 

translate Tagish as "it (spring ice) is breaking up."  (Wikipedia) 

 

Autumn colors along the scenic road (Klondike Highway). 



 

Beautiful Bove Island in the middle of Tagish Lake. 

 



 

Admiring the fall colors on Bove Island. 

 

Sign: Bove Island, Schwatka’s Legacy. Frederick Schwatka, US Army. 

In 1883, he was sent to reconnoiter the Yukon River by the US Army. Going 

over the Chilkoot Pass, his party built rafts and floated down the Yukon River 

At more than 1,300 miles (2,092 km), it was the longest raft journey that had 

ever been made.  (Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yukon_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chilkoot_Pass


 

Sign: Explorers Honouring Explorers. Lt. Schwatka named Bove Island for Lt. 

Giacomo Bove, an officer in the Royal Italian Navy. 

 

Entering the town of Carcross (i.e. “Caribou Crossing”) 



 

Entrance to Historic Downtown Carcross. 

 

Scenic mountain near Carcross. 



 

 

 



 

Gold panning with guide Ken. 

 

Going into the tourist section of Carcross.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carcross  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carcross


 

Husky puppies. 

 

Huskies getting ready to put on a show for the tourists. 



 

Husky petting area. 

 

Sign: Are we smaller than you expected? Alaskan huskies are bred specifically 

for running long distance races (iditarod racers and Yukon Quest veterans). 



 

Map: The Iditarod Trail. A network of 2,300 miles of trail. 

 

The husky holding area. 



 

Huskies are hooked up to a wheeled-vehicle, which they pull for the tourists 

(with tourists paying to ride in the vehicle). 

 

Sculpture on the grounds. 



 
Wildlife Museum at Caribou Crossing.  

http://www.cariboucrossing.ca/museum.html  

 

Sign: Roots of the NWMP in Yukon.  North West Mounted Police.  Formed in 

1873. 

http://www.cariboucrossing.ca/museum.html


 

Mural of the Mounted Police in the Yukon Territory. 

 

Sign: A ton of goods.  A ton of food and necessary camping supplies was 

required by the Canadian government for those entering Canada. 



 

Display of miners bringing their equipment to Canada. 

 

Display - Trumpeter Swan. 



 

Display - Caribou. 

 

Display - Snowshoe hare. 



 

Display - Timber wolf. 

 

Display - Mountain goats. 



 

Display - Grizzly (brown) bears  

 

Display - Grizzly with wolverines 



 

Display - Polar Bear 

 

Display - Bison (Buffalo) 



 

Display - Arctic wolf chasing Peary (small) Caribou 

 

Display - Musk Ox 



 

Display - Wooly Mammoth 

 

Display - Moose 



 

Display - Cougars (mountain lions) chasing a Bison 

 

Display - various goats & rams 



 

Display - Lynx 

 

Display - Mountain Caribou  



 

Display - Muskox 

 

Display - Polar bear faces a Grizzly bear (brown bear) 



 

Sign: Dedicated to Yukon’s Wildlife, 

both past and present.  Most of the 

displays in the gallery were created 

by the late Charles Buchanan.

 

Emerald Lake is a lake in the southern Yukon, notable for its intense green 

color. It is located on the South Klondike Highway at kilometer 117.5 (mile 

73.5), measured from Skagway, Alaska. The color derives from light reflecting 

off white deposits of marl, a mixture of clay and calcium carbonate, at the 

bottom of the shallow waters. (Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay


 

 

Admiring the beauty of Emerald Lake.  

 

 



 

Driver George (center) rounds up the tourists before leaving the scenic spots. 

 

Sign: (Carcross) Dunes: It looks like a Desert . . . but it is really the remains of 

an ancient lake.   



 

Sign:  Carcross Desert, What is a Dune System?  The low slope leading 

away from the lake has created an ideal landscape for the dune system. 

Windblown sand moves up the slope, forming a crest.  Over time, the dune 

migrates, keeping its shape while moving down wind. 

 



 

Sign: Growing on Shifting Sands.  The plant communites that live on the 

dunes are constantly changing as the dunes move and alter their shape.  

Established plant communities are disturbed and new species move in and 

thrive. 

 

 



 

Yukon sign at the border between British Columbia and Yukon Territories. 

 

 



 

Sign: Wildlike of the Peaks.  The mountains you see across the highway are 

home to both Dall’s Sheep and Mountain Goat, two iconic wildlike species in 

Yukon. 

 

Boarding the White Pass & Yukon Route (WP & YR) railroad at Fraser.   



  

 

 

 

 



 
We sat in the Lake Surprise railroad car (Coach 370).  There are 83 restored 

and replica passenger coaches, which are named after lakes and rivers in 

Alaska, Yukon and British Columbia.

 
It was 27.7 miles back to Skagway. White Pass Summit is 2,885ft (879 meters) 



  

 

Lots of fantastic scenery to look at. 

 



 

 
Going downhill was slow going, and the screeching brakes along steep terrain 

provided a thrilling ride on the narrow rails of three feet wide.   

 

The Skagway River provided a scenic backdrop. 



 

Today’s travelers witness the engineering wonders of this railway amid the 

same breathtaking scenery and rugged terrain the first adventures faced 

during their stampede north over a century ago. 

 



 

Ship monitor of Port of Skagway 

 

Local Folklore with Steve Hites in the Explorers Lounge. 



 

http://www.skagwaystreetcar.com/stevehites.html  

 

Scenic backdrop for photo opportunites. 

http://www.skagwaystreetcar.com/stevehites.html


 

Danielle Skalsky - “Life on a High Note” (operatic) in the Vista Lounge. 

http://www.danielleskalsky.com/  

 

A Japanese mural in one of the halls of the ship. 

http://www.danielleskalsky.com/

