
Alaska - Day 3:   Ketchikan 

(Day 2 was at sea) 

 



 

Arrival in Port of Ketchikan.  Two views. 

 

 



 

Disembarking for a day of exploring Ketchikan and taking excursions. 

 

View of Star Princess cruise ship from shore. 



 

Map of Ketchikan. 

 

First day in Alaska. 



 

My first encounter with a bear. 

 

Iconic eagle sculpture on display along the shore. 



 

At “The Rock”- artistic representation of people who came to Alaska. 

 

Welcome to Alaska’s 1st City: Ketchikan, the Salmon Capitol of the World. 



 

Sign: Steamship Mariposa takes on freight at the Alaska Steamship Co. Dock, 

1912 

 

Going to the Great Alaskan Lumberjack Show. 



 

The Great Alaskan Lumberjack Show -- sawing contest. 

 

The Great Alaskan Lumberjack Show - pole climbing contest. 



 

The Great Alaskan Lumberjack Show -- log rolling contest. 

 

At Totem Bight State Park -- excursion costing $90 per person. Totem Bight 

State Historical Park exhibits totem poles and a clan house typical of three 

Native groups: Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian. 



 

Eagle totem pole. 

 

Sign: What is Totem Bight? A bight is a bend in the shoreline that forms a 

shallow bay.  It looks as if a giant creature took a bite out of it. 



 

Thunderbird totem pole.  Killer whale held with talons. 

 

Artifacts in the visitor center. 



 

Mortuary totem pole.  Tlingit style - 

“Man in Bear hat (clan)” 

You Tube video:   

https://youtu.be/RuOs1EyrlsI  

 

 

Sign: Aging in the Elements.  Protecting the Poles - through Wind & Rain. 

https://youtu.be/RuOs1EyrlsI


 

Continuing the Cycle:  Story of Man Wearing Bear Hat, and Man Captured by 

Land Otters. 

 

Totem Poles are first carved laying down, then set upright. 



 

Preservation of totem poles inside a building. 

 

Sign: A Look into the Clan House.  Twenty to fifty closely related clan 

members lived together working, eating and sleeping under one roof. 



 

Inside the Clan house. 

 

Sign: Houses of Heritage.  Clan members return to their clan houses for the 

winter after spending the rest of the year at hunting, fishing and berry picking 

camps. 



 

Small entrance into the Clan house. 

 

Sign: Clan House Construction.  Natives throughout the Pacific Northwest 

used giant trees from this rainforest to build impressive winter homes. 



 

Tour guide Todd D. talks about the Clan houses. 

 

Sign: A People’s Distinctive Art.  Natives used natural colors and distinctive 

design elements on totem poles, canoes, dishes, ceremonial garments, 

bentwood boxes and homes. 



 

The exterior of the Clan House. 

 

I have to bend my head to go through the four-foot high entrance. 



 

Sign: Symbols and Society.  Potlatch ceremonies reinforce social structure 

through storytelling and oratory, totem pole raising, feasting and gift giving.  

Potlatches are symbols of wealth. 

 

Birds flying above the “bight” (shallow bay) 



 

Sign: Harvest from the Sea. The natives activity consisted of catching several 

species of fish, collecting an array of foods from the intertidal zone and hunting 

marine mammals. 

 

A fishing vessel (or tour boat) enters the shallow bay. 



 

Touring the Totem pole state park. 

 

Watchman totem pole.  Watchman on top warns of enemies. 



Totem poles tell stories. 

 

Sign: Understanding Totem Poles.  Figures: Eagle, Raven, Frog, Thunderbird, 

Bear, Killer whale, Watchman, and Beaver. 



 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/units/tote

mbgh.htm  

Pole 10. Raven at the Head of 

Nass: Copied from a Tlingit pole on 

Tongass Island, a chief in a spruce 

root dance hat tops the pole. At the 

base is the chief, 

Raven-at-the-head-of-Nass, from  

whom Raven stole daylight. 

 The small human figure represents 

ancestors of the Raven clan who 

were benefited by the theft. The 

space between the top figure and the 

figures below represents high regard 

held for the chief.

 

Pole 13. Halibut Pole: This Tlingit pole honors the Halibut House people of 

the Nexadi clan. 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/units/totembgh.htm
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/units/totembgh.htm


 

The Legend of Fog Woman:  Raven and his two men were fishing in a 

canoe.  They had traveled further out in the water than they had ever gone 

before.  Soon they were engulfed by a dense fog.  The fog was so dense 

that the trio lost their balance and did not know where they were. Suddenly, on 

the bow of the canoe appeared a beautiful woman. “I will show you the way to 

my village and to safety,” she said.  Of course, Raven and the men followed 

here.   

After a short time, Raven fell in love with Fog Woman, and they were married. 

They were very happy until a food shortage befell the village.  Everyone was 

short of food except Fog Woman, who always had plenty of salmon in her 

cooking pot.  Being a very curious creature, Raven follows Fog Woman to the 

creek.  There he witnesses her swirl, her fingers in the water and out jump 

beautiful salmon.  He asks how she makes this happen, but she won’t tell him.  

Raven grumbles and returns to the village. 

Again, Raven asks how she produces the salmon. She refuses to tell him.  

This time Raven says, “If you won’t tell me, then be gone!”  At this she turns 

into Fog and rolls out to sea calling, “I will come to you only as Fog, but I will 

return salmon to the streams each year so you and the village will have plenty 

of food.   

That is how we get Salmon and Fog today. 



 

Sign: Valuable Plants. Natives have long used rainforest plants for food and 

medicine. 

 

View of other ships at the Port of Ketchikan. 



 

Sailing away from the Port of Ketchikan. 

 

Many kinds of dessert during supper-time.  Black Forest cake is featured. 



 

Mural of Sandro Botticelli’s “The Three Graces”’ 

 

Onboard entertainment:  Alex Kowalski performs with his brother and wife 

(Amethyst Trio) 


