Alaska Day 11 - Fairbanks

North Pole
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At Fairbanks we found out that there was a nearby town of MNorth Poled(12
miles south). The real North Pole was actually 750 miles away.

We signed up at the Westmark Hotel for the Gold Dredge 8 tour on our last day
in Alaska. Itincluded a short stop at the Alyeska (fiGreat Landd Pipeline.



The Alyeska (fiGreat Land@piine went from Prudhoe Ba (Beaufor Sea) to
Valdez Marine Terminal (Gulf of Alaska)
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Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS).
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Sign: Map of Pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez. History of the pipeline.

Guide Tim tells us about the Alyeska pipeline. It drizzled that day.
http://www.alyeska-pipe.com/



http://www.alyeska-pipe.com/
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The outer casing was silver colored. The inner parts of the pipeline revealed
how the pipeline was cleaned.







The second part of the tour was on a replica of the Tanana Valléy Railroad,
which took us on a 20 minute ride through mining history.
Guitarist/Conductor Earl Hughes entertained us with his songs.




.Demonstratlon of how the oId machines d|d the work of gold mlnlng
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The small tourist train arrives at the Gold(stream) Dredge No. 8.  Listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, the dredge is a mechanical wonder.
It Awal kedd acr os oping bpepaygdotiand medhanicatlys , sco
panning it.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldstream Dredge No. 8



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldstream_Dredge_No._8
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Yukon Yonda is the lady guide who gives us a short talk on how the dredge
worked T spit out rocks, processing of ore, conveyor belt to wash the material,
sluice boxes, etc.

http://www.alaska.org/detail/gold-dredge-8



http://www.alaska.org/detail/gold-dredge-8
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Here is where we got a chance at our own panning for gold 7 looking for bits of
gold (i.e. filash in the pang. If it fdidnd pan outq we called for help.
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The Mountains are Calling
and I must Go.

firhe Mountains are Calling and | must Go.07 John Muir
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| got $30 worth of gold (it was weighéd). The gold pieces (fflakesd were put
into a necklace, which | bought as a gift.




Sign: The Inner-Workings of Gold Dredge 8. Washing Trommel, Stern Gantry,
etc.

http://golddredge8.com/



http://golddredge8.com/
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On the way back, Earl Hughes entértained us with his fiddle music. All the
workers at the Gold Dredge waved to us as we left the fgoldenoplace.




The locomotive of the replica train.

Old machines were placed strategically along the way to remind the visitors of
the fiGolden Eraa



It looked like a graveyard of old machine parts.

After the tour, we explored Fairbanks and stopped at a Thai restaurant to eat.



