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Winter is the time for snow. 
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Toes are cold in winter, and so are 
noses. Tim and Millie like to sit in front of a 
fire and daydream. 

 
Again and again, it snows.  The snow 

piles higher and higher.  The air is cold and 
clear. 
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Streams freeze, and so do lakes.  Some 
people make a skating rink.  Shiro and 
Rose go skating.  Other people like to skate 
too. 

 
Fish swim lazily below the skaters.  The 

cold makes the fish swim slowly. 
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Birds try to find weeds in the snow.  
They eat the weed seeds. 

 
When snow hides the weeds, deer 

nibble trees. 
 



7 
 

 
 

Furry things make little roadways 
beneath the snow, going to find food. They 
like to stay in these, away from the cold 
winds. 
 

Snakes sleep in holes. 
In the frozen dirt, seeds too are asleep, 

waiting.  And tulips wait, inside stiff skins. 
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One day, spring begins to come. It rains, 
and rains, and rains.  Things made of snow 
seem to disappear.  Soon they won’t even 
be seen. 
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The thirsty seeds feel the rain and begin 
to wake.  They still wait to grow till they feel 
some heat. 

Tulips begin to grow.  The blades poke 
above the dirt.  They rise and turn green.  
The rain hits the new tulip blades. 
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Something green is growing from the 
dirt. 

Most of the trees show tiny green 
leaves. 

The world seems to be turning green all 
over. 
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Soon the sky is blue and clear. The air 
begins to hold a little heat.  Rick rides his 
bike and Ruth rides her bike.  Rose is 
swinging and Shiro is in a tree.  Millie is 
skipping rope and Tim goes by in a hurry. 

 
The cold dirt is heated a little too.  Soon 

the seeds split and grow. 
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Seed leaves rise and open, hoping to 
find light. 

Thirsty roots go deep.  They find the rain 
waiting in the dirt below. 

The roots drink.  They give the rain to 
the leaves. 

The leaves grow.  They use the rain and 
light to make food. 
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Birds sing and make a safe home of 
twigs, high in a tree. Here they raise baby 
birds. 

The baby birds don’t fly.  So the big 
birds feed the babies.  A baby opens its 
beak.  A big bird sticks a worm in the baby’s 
beak.  The baby eats the worm. 

Soon all the babies will grow bigger. 
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Deep in holes, snakes feel a little heat 
too. They wake and wiggle away to find 
food.  They eat and go to sleep again.  
They like to feel the heat.  So they stay in 
the light, near a heated stone. 
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Deer bring baby deer to pools and 
streams to drink.  The baby deer eat the 
tiny green things growing by the streams. 

 
Furry things slip from one safe hole to 

another.  Bees fly from rose to rose.  Clover 
grows high.  The bees visit the clover too.  
Later the bees fly home to the beehive. 
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Tim and Ruth bake a layer cake. Rick 
and Shiro make something to drink.  They 
find the plates. Rose and Millie load the 
bikes. 
 They’re going to a maple grove for a 
picnic.  They will ride a bike trail all the way. 
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They arrive in the grove.  They see 
green, leafy trees.  They see birds flying in 
the sky.  They hear birds singing to one 
another. 
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They take the food to a table.  They see 
some people sitting and smiling.  They see 
other people hiking and fishing.  A girl says, 
“Hi, it’s spring.  Isn’t it fine?” 
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WINTER AND SPRING 
Book 18 to read after Lesson 27. 

by Ann Hughes, M.A. 
 

 

Winter is the time for snow. 
 

Toes are cold in winter, and so are 
noses. Tim and Millie like to sit in front of a 
fire and daydream. 

 
Again and again, it snows.  The snow 

piles higher and higher.  The air is cold and 
clear. 

 
Streams freeze, and so do lakes.  Some 

people make a skating rink.  Shiro and 
Rose go skating.  Other people like to skate 
too. 

 
Fish swim lazily below the skaters.  The 

cold makes the fish swim slowly. 
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Birds try to find weeds in the snow.  The 
eat the weed seeds. 

 
When snow hides the weeds, deer 

nibble trees. 
 
Furry things make little roadways 

beneath the snow, going to find food. They 
like to stay in these, away from the cold 
winds. 
 

Snakes sleep in holes. 
In the frozen dirt, seeds too are asleep, 

waiting.  And tulips wait, inside stiff skins. 
 
One day, spring begins to come. It rains, 

and rains, and rains.  Things made of snow 
seem to disappear.  Soon they won’t even 
be seen. 

 
The thirsty seeds feel the rain and begin 

to wake.  They still wait to grow till they feel 
some heat. 
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Tulips begin to grow.  The blades poke 
above the dirt.  They rise and turn green.  
The rain hits the new tulip blades. 

 
Something green is growing from the 

dirt. 
Most of the trees show tiny green 

leaves. 
The world seems to be turning green all 

over. 
 
Soon the sky is blue and clear. The air 

begins to hold a little heat.  Rick rides his 
bike and Ruth rides her bike.  Rose is 
swinging and Shiro is in a tree.  Millie is 
skipping rope and Tim goes by in a hurry. 

 
The cold dirt is heated a little too.  Soon 

the seeds split and grow. 
 

Seed leaves rise and open, hoping to 
find light. 
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Thirsty roots go deep.  They find the rain 
waiting in the dirt below. 

The roots drink.  They give the rain to 
the leaves. 

The leaves grow.  They use the rain and 
light to make food. 

 
Birds sing and make a safe home of 

twigs, high in a tree. Here they raise baby 
birds. 

The baby birds don’t fly.  So the big 
birds feed the babies.  A baby opens its 
beak.  A big bird sticks a worm in the baby’s 
beak.  The baby eats the worm. 

Soon all the babies will grow bigger. 
 
Deep in holes, snakes feel a little heat 

too. They wake and wiggle away to find 
food.  They eat and go to sleep again.  
They like to feel the heat.  So they stay in 
the light, near a heated stone. 
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Deer bring baby deer to pools and 
streams to drink.  The baby deer eat the 
tiny green things growing by the streams. 

 
Furry things slip from one safe hole to 

another.  Bees fly from rose to rose.  Clover 
grows high.  The bees visit the clover too.  
Later the bees fly home to the beehive. 

 
Tim and Ruth bake a layer cake. Rick 

and Shiro make something to drink.  They 
find the plates. Rose and Millie load the 
bikes. 
 They’re going to a maple grove for a 
picnic.  They will ride a bike trail all the way. 
  
 They arrive in the grove.  They see 
green, leafy trees.  They see birds flying in 
the sky.  They hear birds singing to one 
another. 
 They take the food to a table.  They see 
some people sitting and smiling.  They see 
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other people hiking and fishing.  A girl says, 
“Hi, it’s spring.  Isn’t it fine?” 
 

  
 


