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Gloria was going to take a trip by ship. 
At the ship, she showed a man her ticket. 
“Is the right gangplank?” asked Gloria. 
“Yes,” said the man, “this is the right gangplank for you to 

use. Your cabin is 1B.  Hurry!  We sail soon.” 
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A steward showed Gloria the way to her cabin. 
“You can hang your clothes here and sleep in one of these 

berths,” he said. 
“I’ll take the higher one,” said Gloria. 
“I’m your steward,” said the man. “If you need me, please 

ring.” 
 
TOOT, TOOT! 
“That means that we’re sailing,” said the steward. 
“I can’t miss this!” said Gloria. She raced for the stairway. 
Gloria stayed by the railing to see the ship sail. Soon they 

were at sea. 
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Gloria picked a seat on the deck.  It was near the ship’s 
railing.  She sat for some time, seeing the sky, the waves, and the 
other people.  The wind began to blow.  It made the air cool. 

A steward gave her a blanket.  Another steward came by 
with a tray.  He gave Gloria some tea and some ginger cake. 
 

Later Gloria played a game by the railing with some other 
people. 

“This is an easy game,” said Gloria. 
She had taken one turn and was waiting for her second. 
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The wind blew even more than before.  It made the waves 

grow bigger.  As the waves began to get bigger, the ship began to 
roll. 

Gloria and the other players began to slide.  They had to 
work to keep standing. 

Soon the game wasn’t so easy.  They all decided to wait till 
another day to finish the game. 

 
That evening it was time for Gloria’s first dinner at sea. 
In the dining room, Gloria sat by a woman named Mrs. 

Smith.  Mrs. Smith wore a big string of rubies. 
The ship was still rolling, and sometimes the plates and 

glasses slid.  The soup splashed back and forth in the bowls.  It 
wasn’t easy to eat that meal. 
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The light switch clicked. Right away the dining room was 

black as pitch. 
“I can’t see a thing,” said Mrs. Smith. 
The switch clicked again, and the lights were back.  Things 

seemed to be all right. 
All at once Mrs. Smith screamed. “My rubies! My rubies! 

Someone has stolen my rubies!” she cried. 
The captain came to the table. “Did you see the thief?” he 

asked. 
“No,” said the woman. 
No one had seen the thief. 
The captain asked, “Did you feel the thief take the rubies?” 
“No,” said Mrs. Smith. 
The thief had moved with speed. 
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“Maybe the thief ran to hide the rubies in a cabin or in some 

other room,” said the captain. “The thief can’t leave the ship till we 
land. I’ll ask the crew to try and find your rubies.” 

The captain returned to his table. 
Gloria turned to Mrs. Smith.   I’ll try to find your rubies too.  

Maybe I can do it,” she said. 
“I hope you can,” the woman said.  “Those rubies were a gift 

from Mr. Smith.  They mean more to me than what the thief will be 
paid for them.” 

That night Gloria dreamed of all the hiding places in the ship. 
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She woke late.  She was still thinking of the rubies.  As she was going 

to the deck, she passed her steward.  He said something that she didn’t 
hear.  So she asked him what he said. 

“Boat drill!” the steward said.  
“Boat drill?” asked Gloria. 
“You’ll need your life jacket,” said the steward. “It’s over your berth. I’ll 

show you the right way to tie it.” 
 
“Is the ship sinking?” asked Gloria. 

“Oh, no,” the steward smiled. “This is like a fire drill.  We practice so 
we can act fast in case the ship does sink.  I’ll take you to your lifeboat.” 

He showed Gloria the way. 
“If the ship did sink,” the steward said, “you’d sail away in this 

lifeboat.” 
“All the way home?” asked Gloria. 
“No,” said the steward, “only till you came to a bigger boat or to some 

land.  You’d soon be saved.” 
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After the boat drill, Gloria began trying to find the rubies. 
She lifted the canvas over the boat. 
No thief. No rubies. 
She did the same for all the other lifeboats. 
Mrs. Smith came by. 
“I’m trying to find your rubies,” Gloria told her. “I’ll go to all 

the rooms in the ship.” 
 
“The cabins will all be closed,” the woman said. 
“I’ll try all the other rooms,” said Gloria. “I’ll begin with the 

lowest and keep trying till I come to the highest.” 
Gloria had to keep finding new stairways to go lower and 

lower. 
In one place, she had to go over a rope. 
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At last she came to a big room. 
“Feel the heat!” said Gloria. 
“It’s the steam,” said a man. “The fuel burns and heats water 

to make steam. The steam turns a big fan, called a screw, behind 
the ship.” 

“Below the water?” asked Gloria. 
“Below the water,” said the man. “As the screw turns, it 

makes the ship go.” 
He showed Gloria some gears.  The gears make the ship go 

faster or slower. 
“Is this the lowest place in the ship?” asked Gloria. 
“No,” said the man. “We have a space below this room to 

hold the sea water that leaks in.” 
“I don’t think the rubies are hidden that low,” said Gloria. 
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After that, Gloria tried all the other places she had dreamed 

of. 
She had to go higher and higher. 
At last she came to the highest room in the ship.  It was the 

pilot room. 
“Come in, Gloria,” said the captain. “This is called the 

bridge.” 
The captain showed Gloria the way to steer.  Gloria liked to 

steer the ship. 
“Is this really the highest place in the ship?” Gloria asked. 
“No,” said the captain. “Come here.  I’ll show you. The 

highest place of all is at the tip of the mast. See?” 
“I see,” said Gloria.” “I don’t think the rubies are hidden that 

high.” 
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Gloria came back to her cabin and lay in her berth.  She was  
feeling sad. She had failed to find the rubies. 

“Ssst!” said a man. 
Gloria was surprised. No one was in the cabin. 
“Ssst!” said a man again. 
It came from the air tube. The man saying “Ssst!” was really 

in another cabin. 
Gloria rose slightly.  She moved and sat near the air tube. 
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Gloria leaned close to the air tube. 
Soon she was able to hear someone say, “Where did you 

hide the rubies?” 
Gloria didn’t speak.  She didn’t move. 
Another man said, “I’ve hidden the rubies in my life jacket.  

It’s over my berth.  No one will be able to find those rubies.” 
Gloria didn’t even breathe. 
“You’re right,” said the first man. “No one will think of that. 

Shall we go and eat?” 
Gloria was able to hear a key click as they closed the cabin.  

She sat still.  She was still surprised by the words that came from 
the air tube. 
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“That’s the thief!” cried Gloria. “If I can find his cabin, I can 

find the rubies.” 
She needed to think. 
“I was able to hear him clearly, so his cabin has to be 

nearby. Maybe it’s the cabin over mine!  Or below mine!” 
Gloria raced to the stairway.  She was soon at the cabin over 

her own cabin. It was closed. 
Gloria’s steward came by. 
“A man was speaking about the rubies,” Gloria told him. “I 

was able to hear him from the air tube.  He told another man that  
the rubies were hidden in his life jacket. His cabin is this one or 
the one below mine. Can we go in and look?” 

“We’ll have to ask the captain first,” said the steward. 
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Gloria and her steward spoke with the captain. The captain 
told them to go into these cabins to try to find the rubies. 

“Use the master key,” he told the steward. 
Gloria and her steward raced back to the cabin over Gloria’s. 

The steward opened it with the master key. 
Gloria slipped in and grabbed the life jacket over the higher 

berth. She opened it. No rubies. 
She did the same thing to the jacket over the lower berth. 

Still no rubies. 
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After that, Gloria and her steward raced to the cabin below 
Gloria’s cabin. It was closed, too. 

The steward again used the master key to open the cabin. 
Gloria slipped in and grabbed one of the life jackets. 
 
Inside it were the rubies. 
“The stolen rubies!” cried the steward.  “We’ll have to find the 

captain right away.  We can’t waste time.” 
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Taking the rubies with them, Gloria and the steward hurried 
away to find the captain. 

The captain was so pleased that he clapped his hands.  He 
told Gloria that she was a bright girl. 

The captain returned the rubies to Mrs. Smith. 
After that, the captain and some of the crew hurried to the 

thief’s cabin.  They waited till the thief and the other man returned.  
The captain told the thief that Gloria had given him the rubies.  He 
placed the thief and the other man in the brig. 
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Gloria was a heroine. 
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STOLEN RUBIES 
Book 19 to read after Lesson 33 

by Ann Hughes, M.A. 

 
Gloria was going to take a trip by ship. 
At the ship, she showed a man her ticket. 
“Is the right gangplank?” asked Gloria. 
“Yes,” said the man, “this is the right gangplank for you to 

use. Your cabin is 1B.  Hurry!  We sail soon.” 
 
A steward showed Gloria the way to her cabin. 
“You can hang your clothes here and sleep in one of these 

berths,” he said. 
“I’ll take the higher one,” said Gloria. 
“I’m your steward,” said the man. “If you need me, please 

ring.” 
 
TOOT, TOOT! 
“That means that we’re sailing,” said the steward. 
“I can’t miss this!” said Gloria. She raced for the stairway. 
Gloria stayed by the railing to see the ship sail. Soon they 

were at sea. 
 
Gloria picked a seat on the deck.  It was near the ship’s 

railing.  She sat for some time, seeing the sky, the waves, and the 
other people.  The wind began to blow.  It made the air cool. 

A steward gave her a blanket.  Another steward came by 
with a tray.  He gave Gloria some tea and some ginger cake. 
 

Later Gloria played a game by the railing with some other 
people. 

“This is an easy game,” said Gloria. 
She had taken one turn and was waiting for her second. 
 



21 
 

The wind blew even more than before.  It made the waves 
grow bigger.  As the waves began to get bigger, the ship began to 
roll. 

Gloria and the other players began to slide.  They had to 
work to keep standing. 

Soon the game wasn’t so easy.  They all decided to wait till 
another day to finish the game. 

 
That evening it was time for Gloria’s first dinner at sea. 
In the dining room, Gloria sat by a woman named Mrs. 

Smith.  Mrs. Smith wore a big string of rubies. 
The ship was still rolling, and sometimes the plates and 

glasses slid.  The soup splashed back and forth in the bowls.  It 
wasn’t easy to eat that meal. 

 
The light switch clicked. Right away the dining room was 

black as pitch. 
“I can’t see a thing,” said Mrs. Smith. 
The switch clicked again, and the lights were back.  Things 

seemed to be all right. 
All at once Mrs. Smith screamed. “My rubies! My rubies! 

Someone has stolen my rubies!” she cried. 
The captain came to the table. “Did you see the thief?” he 

asked. 
“No,” said the woman. 
No one had seen the thief. 
The captain asked, “Did you feel the thief take the rubies?” 
“No,” said Mrs. Smith. 
The thief had moved with speed. 
 
“Maybe the thief ran to hide the rubies in a cabin or in some 

other room,” said the captain. “The thief can’t leave the ship till we 
land. I’ll ask the crew to try and find your rubies.” 

The captain returned to his table. 
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Gloria turned to Mrs. Smith.   I’ll try to find your rubies too.  
Maybe I can do it,” she said. 

“I hope you can,” the woman said.  “Those rubies were a gift 
from Mr. Smith.  They mean more to me than what the thief will be 
paid for them.” 

That night Gloria dreamed of all the hiding places in the ship. 
 

She woke late.  She was still thinking of the rubies.  As she 
was going to the deck, she passed her steward.  He said 
something that she didn’t hear.  So she asked him what he said. 

“Boat drill!” the steward said.  
“Boat drill?” asked Gloria. 
“You’ll need your life jacket,” said the steward. “It’s over your 

berth. I’ll show you the right way to tie it.” 
 
“Is the ship sinking?” asked Gloria. 
“Oh, no,” the steward smiled. “This is like a fire drill.  We 

practice so we can act fast in case the ship does sink.  I’ll take 
you to your lifeboat.” 

He showed Gloria the way. 
“If the ship did sink,” the steward said, “you’d sail away in 

this lifeboat.” 
“All the way home?” asked Gloria. 
“No,” said the steward, “only till you came to a bigger boat or 

to some land.  You’d soon be saved.” 
 
After the boat drill, Gloria began trying to find the rubies. 
She lifted the canvas over the boat. 
No thief. No rubies. 
She did the same for all the other lifeboats. 
Mrs. Smith came by. 
“I’m trying to find your rubies,” Gloria told her. “I’ll go to all 

the rooms in the ship.” 
 
“The cabins will all be closed,” the woman said. 
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“I’ll try all the other rooms,” said Gloria. “I’ll begin with the 
lowest and keep trying till I come to the highest.” 

Gloria had to keep finding new stairways to go lower and 
lower. 

In one place, she had to go over a rope. 
 
At last she came to a big room. 
“Feel the heat!” said Gloria. 
“It’s the steam,” said a man. “The fuel burns and heats water 

to make steam. The steam turns a big fan, called a screw, behind 
the ship.” 

“Below the water?” asked Gloria. 
“Below the water,” said the man. “As the screw turns, it 

makes the ship go.” 
 
He showed Gloria some gears.  The gears make the ship go 

faster or slower. 
“Is this the lowest place in the ship?” asked Gloria. 
“No,” said the man. “We have a space below this room to 

hold the sea water that leaks in.” 
“I don’t think the rubies are hidden that low,” said Gloria. 
 
After that, Gloria tried all the other places she had dreamed 

of. 
She had to go higher and higher. 
At last she came to the highest room in the ship.  It was the 

pilot room. 
“Come in, Gloria,” said the captain. “This is called the 

bridge.” 
The captain showed Gloria the way to steer.  Gloria liked to 

steer the ship. 
 
“Is this really the highest place in the ship?” Gloria asked. 
“No,” said the captain. “Come here.  I’ll show you. The 

highest place of all is at the tip of the mast. See?” 
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“I see,” said Gloria.” “I don’t think the rubies are hidden that 
high.” 
 

Gloria came back to her cabin and lay in her berth.  She was  
feeling sad. She had failed to find the rubies. 

“Ssst!” said a man. 
Gloria was surprised. No one was in the cabin. 
“Ssst!” said a man again. 
It came from the air tube. The man saying “Ssst!” was really 

in another cabin. 
Gloria rose slightly.  She moved and sat near the air tube. 
 
Gloria leaned close to the air tube. 
Soon she was able to hear someone say, “Where did you 

hide the rubies?” 
Gloria didn’t speak.  She didn’t move. 
Another man said, “I’ve hidden the rubies in my life jacket.  

It’s over my berth.  No one will be able to find those rubies.” 
Gloria didn’t even breathe. 
“You’re right,” said the first man. “No one will think of that. 

Shall we go and eat?” 
Gloria was able to hear a key click as they closed the cabin.  

She sat still.  She was still surprised by the words that came from 
the air tube. 

 
“That’s the thief!” cried Gloria. “If I can find his cabin, I can 

find the rubies.” 
She needed to think. 
“I was able to hear him clearly, so his cabin has to be 

nearby. Maybe it’s the cabin over mine!  Or below mine!” 
Gloria raced to the stairway.  She was soon at the cabin over 

her own cabin. It was closed. 
Gloria’s steward came by. 
“A man was speaking about the rubies,” Gloria told him. “I 

was able to hear him from the air tube.  He told another man that  
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the rubies were hidden in his life jacket. His cabin is this one or 
the one below mine. Can we go in and look?” 

“We’ll have to ask the captain first,” said the steward. 
 
Gloria and her steward spoke with the captain. The captain 

told them to go into these cabins to try to find the rubies. 
“Use the master key,” he told the steward. 
Gloria and her steward raced back to the cabin over Gloria’s. 

The steward opened it with the master key. 
Gloria slipped in and grabbed the life jacket over the higher 

berth. She opened it. No rubies. 
She did the same thing to the jacket over the lower berth. 

Still no rubies. 
 

After that, Gloria and her steward raced to the cabin below 
Gloria’s cabin. It was closed, too. 

The steward again used the master key to open the cabin. 
Gloria slipped in and grabbed one of the life jackets. 
 
Inside it were the rubies. 
“The stolen rubies!” cried the steward.  “We’ll have to find the 

captain right away.  We can’t waste time.” 
 
Taking the rubies with them, Gloria and the steward hurried 

away to find the captain. 
The captain was so pleased that he clapped his hands.  He 

told Gloria that she was a bright girl. 
The captain returned the rubies to Mrs. Smith. 
After that, the captain and some of the crew hurried to the 

thief’s cabin.  They waited till the thief and the other man returned.  
The captain told the thief that Gloria had given him the rubies.  He 
placed the thief and the other man in the brig. 

 
Gloria was a heroine. 

 


