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A goat went out one day. The sun was shining 
brightly and the air was clear. The goat was feeling 
fine, so she ran and jumped down the path. 
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The goat liked to make up verses. As she ran 
and jumped, she was singing, 
ñI like to run! I like to jump! 
I like to go quite high. 
And when I am a bigger goat, 
I might jump to the sky.ò 
 
So the goat went on her way, running, jumping, 

and singing. Then she came to a deep ditch.  By 
one side of the ditch, she saw a toad, a mouse, and 
a candlestick. 
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The toad was saying, 
ñJack, be nimble. Jack, be quick. 
Jack, jump over the candlestick.ò 
 

The mouse went back to the edge of the ditch. 
He ran ahead very fast and then he jumped. He 
sailed clear over the candlestick. 
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ñA fine jump, Jack!ò said the toad. ñJump again.ò 
ñIôm tired,ò said the mouse. 
ñOne more time,ò said the toad. 
ñI want to rest,ò said the mouse. 
ñJust one more, Jackò said the toad. 
 
ñIôll jump it for you,ò said the goat to the mouse. 
ñThatôs fine,ò said Jack the mouse. 
ñGo to it!ò said the toad. 
The goat ran at the candlestick. Then she 

jumped. She sailed high in the air over the 
candlestick. 
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ñWhat a jump!ò said the mouse. 
ñA grand one!ò said the toad. 
ñYou jumped very high and very well,ò said the 

mouse. 
ñYou are a fine jumper,ò said the toad. 
 
The goat was pleased to hear that. ñI try my 

best,ò she said. ñI really do like to jump. Jumping 
makes me feel fine.ò 
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Then the goat went on her way. As she went, 
she ran fast and she jumped high. And she sang, 
ñI like to run. I like to jump. 
I like to go quite high. 
And soon when Iôm a bigger goat, 
Iôll jump clear to the sky.ò 
 
ñWhatôs that?ò asked a cow. 
ñIôll jump clear to the sky,ò said the goat. ñI mean, 

I might someday.  I just might jump that high.ò 
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ñCan you jump high and far?ò asked the cow. 
ñOh, yes!ò said the goat. ñI can jump over a 

candlestick.ò 
ñDo you see that house by the lake?ò asked the 

cow. 
ñYes,ò said the goat. She saw a tiny house 

beside the lake. 
ñCan you jump over that house?ò 
ñI think so,ò said the goat. 
ñWhy donôt you try?ò asked the cow. 

 


