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Lesson 24 

BLUE BOOK 

Open Court Foundation Program 

Millie and the Cowboy 

Band 7 > Sounds-Letters and Sound Cards [p, i_, k] short vowels 
[Note:  the sound /p/ is the last sound introduced in the Blue Book.  The rest of 
the sounds are in the Gold Book.]   

http://wigowsky.com/school/opencourt/MillieStory/milliestory7.mp3 
 

 3:41 

Millie & the Cowboy story - Phonics Record - Band 7 
Band 7: p, i_, k 

http://youtu.be/Hyl3GXr4fHs 
 
Lesson 24: Introducing p  [Dripping Water] 
 
     Millie and the cowboy counted the alphabet blocks. They found that they 
had all five.  
     “But what do we do with them?” asked Millie.  
     “I don’t know,” said the cowboy. “I’ll look for a clue on the last block.” He 
turned the block, staring at it.  
     “There’s no picture.” He said at last, much disappointed.  
      “Wait,” said Millie. “It rattles when you turn it. There must be something 
inside. I wonder what it is.” 
     The cowboy shook the U block. “You’re right!” he said. “Maybe that’s the 
clue.” 
     “How can we get the block open to find out what’s making it rattle?” 
asked Millie. 

http://wigowsky.com/school/opencourt/MillieStory/milliestory7.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hyl3GXr4fHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hyl3GXr4fHs
http://youtu.be/Hyl3GXr4fHs


     “We’ll have to pry the block apart,” said the cowboy. “Let’s borrow a 
screwdriver from Mr. Anderson.”  
     They reached the door of the farmhouse and knocked on it. Slowly the 
door swung open, but there was no one there.  
     “Mr. Anderson!” they called.  “Mr. Anderson!”  
     No answer.  
     “There’s some sort of noise coming from the kitchen,” said Millie. “I can 

hear something going /p/, /p/, /p/ (pause, /p/, /p/, /p/, (pause). Maybe we’d 
better go in there and make sure everything’s all right.”  
     The cowboy led the way into the kitchen. After a moment he began to 
laugh. 
     “That’s water dripping into a pan,” he said. “/p/, /p/, /p/ (pause).” 
     “Thank goodness!” said Millie.  
 



Lesson 24: The Blue Book – Long Vowels 

Skills: p (Dripping Water) 

Word Lines 

LR   1.  pay   pai_  pai_  pā_ 

pay   paid  paint  pāper 

WhW  2.  deep  sheep  leap  sleep 

LR   3.  play  pla_e  pla_e  plai_ 

play  plane  plate  plain 

4.  ȧgain  ȧgainst 

WhW  5.  spīder  ȧsleep  speedy 

WhW  6.  pōny  pōnïes  persȯn  pēople 

WhW  7.  soūp  six   ten 

8.  Wednesday 

Word Line Sentences 

1. Shē wȧs sleepy. 

2. May Ī flȳ your plane tȯday? 

3. Do you see thė spīder? 

4. Ōpėn our surprise. 

5. Wē’ll paint thė pole blue. 

6. Pēter ate thė pīe.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

FIRE! FIRE! 
Book 16 to read after Lesson 24 

By Ann Hughes 
http://wigowsky.com/school/opencourt/storybooks/Fire.pdf  
 
 

Steve and Bert go to see Gary Stoner. 
They find the right home. “Gary!” says Steve. 
“Gary! We’re here!” 

 
“Sh!’ says Bert. “The Stoners baby may be 

asleep. Mr. Stoner may be asleep, too. He loads 
trains most of the night and sleeps most of the day. 
 

“I’ll stay here and wait for Gary,” says Steve. 
He finds a seat by the street. 
“I’ll go home,” says Bert. 
Steve waits. 

 
Slowly the daylight goes away. The streetlights 

glow. Most of the homes glow, too. A few homes 
don’t glow. The stoners’ home shows no light. 

“Maybe they’re away,” says Steve. 
He turns to go. 

 
He sees the side of the Stoners’ home 

http://wigowsky.com/school/opencourt/storybooks/Fire.pdf


“Wait!” he says. “I do see a light.” 
The light grows brighter and brighter. The light 

rises and leaps. 
“Flames!” says Steve. “A fire!  By the stove!” 

 
Mr. Gold drives by. “Mr. Gold!” says Steve. 

“Wait! See the Stoners’ home! Do you see the 
flames?” 

Mr. Gold uses the radio right away. 
“Fire!” he says. “The Stoners’ home. Vine Street 

and East Third.” 
 

“I don’t see the Stoners,” says Steve. 
“They may be away,” says Mr. Gold. 
“Or they may be asleep,” says Steve. 
“Or by the T.V.” says Mr. Gold. 
“We need to use your siren,” says Steve. “They’ll 

hear the siren.” 
 

“Right!” says Mr. Gold. “You use the siren, and 
I’ll try to find the Stoners. 

Mr. Gold goes to find the Stoners. 
Steve stays behind and uses the siren. 
Bert returns and sees the flames. He uses the 

siren, too. 
 

Soon they see Gary and Mary. Mr. Gold leads 
Mrs. Stoner to the street, too. She holds the baby. 



“They were by the T.V,” says Mr. Gold.  “They 
weren’t near the fire.  The fire’s by the stove and the 
stairs.” 
 

The flames leap higher and higher. 
“I don’t see Mr. Stoner,” says Bert. 
“He wasn’t by the T.V,” says Mr. Gold. “Maybe 

he’s away.” 
 

“No!” says Gary. “He’s home! Do you see the 
room over the flames? He’s asleep!” 

Gary leads Mr. Gold to the stairs. 
 
  “We’ll go find Mr. Stoner,” says Steve. 
  “Wait!” says Mr. Gold. “Feel the heat of the 
flames. We’d be burned. 
  “We’ll use the siren again for Mr. Stoner,” says 
Bert. “He’ll hear the siren.” 
  Bert and Steve use the siren again. 
  Soon they see Mr. Stoner. 
  “Fire!” says Mr. Stoner. “Save me!” 
  “He needs a rope,” says Steve. 
  “I’ll find one,” says Mr. Gold. 
  Mr. Gold finds a rope. He throws the rope to Mr. 
Stoner. 
  “Tie the rope to a pipe or a post,” says Mr. Gold. 

Mr. Stoner ties the rope to the pipe. 
  “I’ll slide to the street,” he says. 



 
Steve sees flames below Mr. Stoner. 
“Wait!” says Steve. “Don’t slide. You’ll be too 

near the fire.” 
“Wait for the firefighters,” says Mr. Gold. “They’ll 

save you.” 
“No!” says Mr. Stoner. “See the flames behind 

me! They’re too near. I need to leave right away.” 
 

“I’ll see a way for you to leave,” says Steve. 
“We’ll tie the rope to a streetlight.” 

“Hurry!” says Mr. Stoner. 
Steve wastes no time. He hurries to the 

streetlight. 
Soon he’s near Mr. Stoner. 
“Throw me the rope,” say Steve. 
Mr. Stoner throws Steve the rope. Steve ties the 

rope to the pole. 
 

“Hold tight to the rope, Mr. Stoner,” says Steve. 
“Use your feet, too, You’ll be safe.” 

Mr. Stoner holds tight to the rope. He uses both 
feet. Soon he feels the pole. 
 

Steve slides to the street first. Soon Mr. Stoner 
slides to the street, too. 

“I’m safe!” he says. “I’m safe!” 



He hurries to Mrs. Stoner and Gary. He holds 
Mary and the baby. 
 

Soon they hear new sirens. 
The firefighters drive to the Stoners’ home. They 

see the flames. They leap to the street. 
The fire blazes. The flames rise higher and 

higher. 
The firefighters hold hoses and fight the fire 

bravely. 
Steam rises. 

 
Soon the flames die. 
Most of the firefighters go home. They wave to 

Steve and to the Stoners. 
Bert and Mr. Gold go home. They wave, too. 
 
Later the Stoners go to Steve’s home for the 

night. 
“The firefighters were brave,” says Steve to the 

Stoners. 
“You and Mr. Gold were brave, too,” says Mr. 

Stoner. “You saved my life.” 
 
All words in Fire! Fire! have already been presented except those listed below. The 

following words consist of words that need to be specially presented: Gary, Mary, Mr. 

Mrs. T.V. asleep, radio, siren. The following words can be worked out independently: Bert, 

Steve, Stoner, brighter, burn, daylight, firefighters, glow, goes, hurries, post, rope, slowly, 

steam, stove, streetlights, third, tight. 
  



 
 


