
Nida Komarchuk 

May 25, 1943 – August 3, 2026 

 

 

Paraguay, 1953  Colonia Fram  (Nida is on the left). 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/Kowal.jpg  
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Feb. 19, 1972  Elsa & Paul’s wedding 

 

 



 

 

Christmas 1975 (Nida is on the right) 

 



 

 

Juan Kowal visits from Argentina, 1987 



 

1987, in front of Olga and Steve Belmudez house in Concord CA 



 

7 Sisters, Christmas, 1987 



 

Ukrainian guests, Lena & Boris Wigowsky 1990 



 

Ukrainian guests, Lena & Boris Wigowsky 1990 – San Mateo, CA 



 
1990 at Jim & Nida Komarchuk’s house in San Mateo, CA 

 
Ukrainian guests, my Uncle Anto Wigowsky and daughter Maria 1991 
 



 

 

Baba Eva’s funeral 1993 



 

 

 

 



 

1994-1995 

 

1997, Onisim Kowal’s funeral 



 

 

Onisim Funeral at Mt. Olivet, Colma, CA, 1997 



 

Nida & Jim Komarchuk’s eldest son, Paul Komarchuk and his family  2005 

 

 

 

 



 

7 Sisters – 2006 

 

 



 

 

 



 

At Laura & Mike Pustobaeff’s wedding, 2006.   Priest Stefan Pavlenko, Burlingame Orthodox 
Church 

 



 

Sergey Kachan, cousin from Ukraine, visits. 2007

 



 

 
At Elsa’s house in Antioch, CA  2007 



 

At Paul & Elsa’s house in Antioch, CA 2007 

 

Moving day for Elsa & Paul, from California back to Oregon, 2012 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z01eH1H9Gsc  (YouTube video) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z01eH1H9Gsc


 

At Olga & Steve Belmudez house in Rocklin, CA  2014 

 



 
Nida visits Elsa & Paul’s house in West Salem, Oregon  2015 



 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gg_ogos530M  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gg_ogos530M


 

Steve Belmudez funeral -  June 27, 2017  (Nida is sitting in the front row) 



 



 



 



 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7oon58gzJo&t=1s  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7oon58gzJo&t=1s


 

 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/stevebelmudez/OnEarthlyShore.pdf  

 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/stevebelmudez/OnEarthlyShore.pdf


 

 



 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH7gJWHmwjo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH7gJWHmwjo


 

 

 

 

 

At Dos Coyote Restaurant in California, before Nick & Susan’s wedding, 2021 

 

 

[Note: Kowal family webpage is here:  
https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/kowal.html ] 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/kowal.html


 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxHozAIP9o0  

1 Издали нам сияет страна, 
В нее верою всякий войдет; 
Сам Спаситель ведет в небеса 
Свой искупленный верный народ. 

Припев: 
Вскоре Он нас введет 
В вожделенный тот край наш родной. 

2 Там, во славе небес, далеко 
От забот и печалей земли 
Все поют, восхваляя Его, 
С чувством радостной, чистой любви. [Припев] 

3 Там бесчисленный сонм тех святых, 
Что от Духа объяты огнем 
Воспевают Христову любовь, 
Преклонясь пред Его алтарем. [Припев] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxHozAIP9o0


IN THE SWEET BY AND BY 

1. There’s a land that is fairer than day, 
And by faith we can see it afar; 
For the Father waits over the way 
To prepare us a dwelling place there. 

o Refrain: 
In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that beautiful shore; 
In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that beautiful shore. 

2. We shall sing on that beautiful shore 
The melodious songs of the blessed; 
And our spirits shall sorrow no more, 
Not a sigh for the blessing of rest. 

3. To our bountiful Father above, 
We will offer our tribute of praise 
For the glorious gift of His love 
And the blessings that hallow our days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About May 25, 1943 

Day of the Week: Tuesday 
How Long Ago? 83 years, 2 months and 8 days 
Leap Year: No 

Generation: Silent Generation 
Chinese Zodiac: Goat/Sheep 
Star Sign: Gemini 

What Happened in 1943 

  We Can Do It!    February 15, 1943 

  
The Pleiades (also known as the 7 Sisters) is among the nearest open clusters to Earth 
Due to the brightness of its stars, the Pleiades is viewable from most areas on Earth. It 
is an open star cluster, and is located near the celestial equator, making it visible from 
most places on Earth.  The Pleiades are in the constellation Taurus, near the more 
familiar star Aldebaran and the V-shaped Hyades cluster. 
Northern Hemisphere: 

• Autumn: Look toward the eastern sky after sunset. 
• Winter: It is best viewed in the southern sky during the evening. 

 

https://www.onthisday.com/people/generation/silent-generation
https://www.onthisday.com/people/chinese-zodiac/goat-sheep
https://www.onthisday.com/people/star-sign/gemini
https://www.onthisday.com/date/1943
https://www.onthisday.com/date/1943
https://www.onthisday.com/photos/we-can-do-it
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleiades
https://www.onthisday.com/photos/we-can-do-it
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:M45-Star-Cluster.tif


Nida made the best chipas. She always treated us to chipas when we 
visited her.  When she came to visit us in Oregon, she made sure to make 
chipas for us.  Our neighbors loved meeting Nida and savoring the 
flavorful chipas that she made for all of us. 

 
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/66504/chipas-argentinean-cheese-

bread/   

 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/66504/chipas-argentinean-cheese-bread/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/66504/chipas-argentinean-cheese-bread/


Bilingual Versions of songs sung at funerals: 

Мы у берега земного;  
Там, за бурною рекой, 
 Виден берег жизни новой, 
Жизни вечной и святой.  
 
Припев:  
Будем с верою живою  
Ждать Вождя чрез Иордан,  
И Он Сам Своей рукою  
Приведет нас в Ханаан.  
 
2. В ярком свете виден пышный 
И святой Иерусалим;  
Песни радости там слышны,  
Их язык неизъясним.  
 
3. Вот уж многие святые 
Перешли к тем берегам,  
И грядут часы благие,  
Скоро мы все будем там.  
 
4. Сумрак смерти над рекою,  
Но за далью непогод  
Царство вечного покоя  
И блаженства свет нас ждет. 

1. On the earthly shore we stand, 
There across the stormy sea,  
We see the shore of a new life,  
Our eternal, sacred land.  
 
Chorus:  
Let us live in living faith,  
Waiting to cross the Jordan River, 
And the Lord with his own hand, 
Will lead us into Canaan Land.  
 
2. Like the sun in radiant glory 
Glows the new Jerusalem;  
Songs of praises there are heard 
Words cannot express their joy.  
 
3. Many saints have now,  
Crossed over to those shores;  
And our time to cross that river, 
Very soon we’ll all be there.  
 
4.Shades of death engulf the river, 
But beyond its deathly throes  
Lies the kingdom of eternal peace, 
And the glorious light awaits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1 Издали нам сияет страна, 
В нее верою всякий войдет; 
Сам Спаситель ведет в небеса 
Свой искупленный верный 
народ. 
 
Припев: 
Вскоре Он нас введет 
В вожделенный тот край наш 
родной.  (x2) 
 
2 Там, во славе небес, далеко 
От забот и печалей земли 
Все поют, восхваляя Его, 
С чувством радостной, чистой 
любви.  
 
[Припев] 
 
3 Там бесчисленный сонм тех 
святых, 
Что от Духа объяты огнем 
Воспевают Христову любовь, 
Преклонясь пред Его алтарем.  
 
[Припев] 
 

IN THE SWEET BY AND BY 
1. There’s a land that is fairer than 

day, 
And by faith we can see it afar; 
For the Father waits over the way 
To prepare us a dwelling place 
there. 

o Refrain: 
In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that 
beautiful shore; 
In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that 
beautiful shore. 

2. We shall sing on that beautiful 
shore 
The melodious songs of the 
blessed; 
And our spirits shall sorrow no 
more, 
Not a sigh for the blessing of rest. 

3. To our bountiful Father above, 
We will offer our tribute of praise 
For the glorious gift of His love 
And the blessings that hallow our 
days. 

 
 



 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/NidaK.pdf  

 

 

https://wigowsky.com/parents/kowal/NidaK.pdf


Eulogy 

Nida (Nadia – Надежда) Комарчук (Komarchuk) 

May 25, 1943 - August 3, 2026 

[acknowledge the immediate family members by name, “sorry for your 
loss”]   (3 sisters left) Olga, Jeannie, and Elsa; 3 sons – Paul, Alex, and Tony; 
5 grandchildren – Vicky, David, Daniel, Natalia, and Lily; and 2 great-
grandchildren – Solomia and Isaiah. 

 

Nida’s son, Paul Komarchuk, asked me to say a few words. Thank you, Paul, 
for this privilege to honor your mother, and my dearest sister-in-law Nida, 
whose slavic name Nadezhda (Надежда) means hope. 

Nadezhda (HOPE) has a beautiful sound and meaning to all of us – for we all 
hope to see her again -- and other loved ones -- “on the other side.” 

My wife Elsa, whom Nida talked to a lot about family and life in general 
almost every week, was very fond of her older sister and valued her advice 
and “наставление” (constructive instruction) – a word that Nida’s son Paul 
used to describe his mother’s last words to friends, family, and relatives 
during her last days on earth. 

Elsa helped me with this memoriam – or like I love to call it – a celebration 
of Nida’s life. Elsa told me to keep it short. Elsa’s memories of her sister 
Nida go back to their early years in Colonia Fram, a humble farm in 
Paraguay, South America, where the father Onisim had the entire family 
help him pick cotton to make a living. Nida worked at a doctor’s office later 
when the family moved to the capital city of Asuncion, where they all 
waited for their chance to come to America. 

When the family moved to San Francisco in 1962, they lived together for a 
year on DeHaro Street on Potrero Hill, then afterwards moved to 22nd Street 
in the Mission District. Nida worked in a sewing factory, working with 
garments. 



When Gennady Komarchuk (we called him Jim) came a-courting, Nida left 
the crowded home and began a life with her husband, with whom she had 
three sons: Paul, Alex, and Tony. Nida was a devoted wife and mother. 
Through thick and thin, Nida displayed an exemplary virtue of devotion to 
God and family. 

Elsa remembers the years she was baby-sitting Nida’s first-born son Paul, 
whom Elsa enjoyed taking care of while the parents worked. They even took 
her to Clear Lake and other vacation spots because they knew she would 
take good care of Pavlushka – that’s what Elsa called him. In fact, when Elsa 
gave birth to our son, she made sure to name him Pavlushka, also. Probably 
because she had good memories of Paul Komarchuk and loved that 
endearing name – Pavlushka. 

My memories of Nida begin when I married into the large Kowal family and 
realized that I had basically inherited 7 sisters, with whom I interacted 
throughout the years, and loved visiting the families as the La Familia grew 
in size. I called the 7 sisters “the Pleiades” and always looked for that 
consteallation of 7 stars in the heavens, especially when they were visible 
with the naked eye during winter. 

I am going to digress here and talk about Nida’s spiritual life. She was a 
person who loved God and believed deeply in living a godly life. I noticed 
that her love for God extended to love for people. In fact, when I converserd 
with her father Onisim, who was a “god-fearing” person like my father, I 
realized that Nida was more like her mother Evdokia (we called her Baba 
Eva) because of the humble loving nature that she showed to all her 
children and grandchildren. My mother Olga was also like that – and she 
wanted to make sure I put the works “God is Love” on her tombstone 
because that was her guiding principle in life. 

There is a Bible verse that says, “Faith without works is dead.” Well, I can 
testify to the fact that Nida’s faith was full of good deeds that she did for 
family and for others. I remember this one time that Nida was giving bags 
of tangerines to everybody she knew. My favorite example is the chipas that 



she made for us when we visited her in San Mateo and in Folsom. That was 
a specialty (a special meal) she learned to make in Paraguay.  When Nida 
came to visit us in Oregon one year, she even made chipas for our 
neighbors, who said, “those are the best chipas in the world.” 

I could go on about Nida, how she worked hard cleaning houses with her 
sister Olga. I should even mention that her caring sister Jeannie visited 
Nida many times in the hospital and made sure Nida was well taken care 
of. [6 years ago, Jeannie and Elsa spent hours helping her decide whether 
to have open heart surgery or not. Doctors gave her little time to live. Thank 
God she listened to her son and sisters to let her heart decide, and to 
continue living, depending always on the Lord’s own timetable for her.] 

 But my favorite sister story is when Nida made sure we all contributed 
money for Rosie when the youngest sister left us eight years ago, ensuring 
that Rosie received a proper burial.   Natalie and Dina also should be 
mentioned as sisters with whom Nida had good relationships. Just like she 
tried to have with all people. “Love one another,” said our Master, and Nida 
was a true follower of that profound teaching that Christ taught the world. 

In conclusion, I would like to tie together three virtues that Nida carried 
throughout life as the soul qualities of a righteous human being: the 
Scriptures name them as Faith, Hope and Love (also known as charity). 
Faith is the substance of Hope, and Love is the reward.   

There was a song we sang in Sunday School about these three virtues. It 
goes like this: 

Have Faith, HOPE, and Charity (Love), 
That’s the way to live successfully, 
How do I know? 
The Bible tells me so! 
 Don’t worry about tomorrow 
 Just live from day to day, 
 The Lord is right beside you, 
 He’ll guide you all the Way. 



Have Faith, HOPE, and Charity (Love), 
That’s the way to live successfully, 
How do I know? 
The Bible tells me so! 
    You know, Nadia would always conclude our 
conversations with her saying, “God Bless You!” 
    Well --  
    HOPE (Надежда) – God Bless You 
    On your journey in The Great Beyond 

within the Eternal One “in Whom      
we ALL live, and move, and have our Being.” 

 

Have Faith, HOPE, and Charity (Love) Song: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siqb9-AQ64U  (sheet music, song) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQRjGQoX9ew&t=55s  
Traditional Gospel Song:  BIBLE TELLS ME SO-- Have faith, hope and charity (Love) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siqb9-AQ64U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQRjGQoX9ew&t=55s


 

 

 

 

 



                    Jeannie (Kowal) Monge - photos 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Paul J. Wigowsky – Photos 

 

Elsa and I visited the place we were to have a last meal with Nida. 



 



 

 



 



 



 

Alex 



 

 



 

 



 

Pastor Alex Pekun, church where Nida attended (“Light of the World”) 



 

Paul and Alex kneel as coffin of their mother Naida Komarchuk is lowered. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Nida’s youngest sister, Rosie Kowal 



 

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ca/granite-bay/naida-
komarchuk-21929566 

 

 

 

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ca/granite-bay/naida-komarchuk-21929566
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ca/granite-bay/naida-komarchuk-21929566


 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/citrus-heights-ca/naida-
komarchuk-12993135 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/citrus-heights-ca/naida-komarchuk-12993135
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/citrus-heights-ca/naida-komarchuk-12993135


 

 

 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/california/citrus-
heights/reicherts-funeral-cremation-services/1531  

https://sylvancemetery.com/  

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/california/citrus-heights/reicherts-funeral-cremation-services/1531
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/california/citrus-heights/reicherts-funeral-cremation-services/1531
https://sylvancemetery.com/


 

 

 


