Natalie Kowal’s “Mr. Fenton”

Let me introduce myself. | am known by a moniker, “Mister Fenton.” That,
of course, is not my real name. But that is not important. What is important
for me is how | received that nickname.

My wife and | used to visit her sisters, Natalie and Rosie, in their Burlingame,
California home many times.

One day | noticed some glassware on her dining room cabinet hutch. | asked
Natalie, my sister-in-law, about the fancy glassware that caught my eye.

“That’s Fenton glass,” said Natalie. She picked it up and showed it to me. |
was intrigued by the rich, vibrant colors of the glassware. There was also
something special about the way the glassware was sculpted.

“You have to check the bottom of the Fenton glass to see if it is really a
Fenton,” said Natalie, turning the glassware upside down and showing me
the word Fenton stamped into the glass.



“That is beautiful,” | remarked, taking the iridescent glassware carefully into
my hands and looking at the authentic Fenton mark. “Where did you buy it?”

‘I look for them in antique stores,” said Natalie. “Sometimes | find them in
variety stores.”

“I'm going to have to get me one,” | said. “They are really beautiful to look at.
A real work of art and beauty.”

“I can give you a small one that | got from a variety store,” said Natalie. She
didn’t have many to give, and the ones she wanted to keep for herself were
special treasures that she valued for sentimental reasons.

“Thanks,” | said. | took the small purplish-looking cranberry basket with a
handle and cherished it as a gift from my favorite sister-in-law.

—_— ..

That was my first Fenton, but it was not my last. | started looking on eBay
for special deals. | started to make bids to get the best price. | found vases,
bowls, pitchers, and an assortment of figurines. Pretty soon | was buying
Fenton glassware not only for myself, but also for my wife, and for special
friends who appreciated the unique handmade colored glass with hand-
painted decorations on pressed and blown glassware.



When | decided to buy Natalie a Fenton with a painted decoration, she was
overjoyed and started calling me “Mr. Fenton.” That was when | took on a
new persona and realized that from that day on, | would have to get used to
hearing that special nickname that was like a badge of honor that | wore
whenever | showed my collection of Fenton glassware in my house, or when
| gave a Fenton collector’s item to someone special.
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After a while | became an aficionado of Fenton glassware. | always looked
on the bottom of the glassware to make sure there was a Fenton name (or
mark) there. Sometimes | found a special hand-painted Fenton that even
had the name of the person who developed the art glass item, and who hand-
painted it. There was a special vase with a handle that had Shelley Fenton’s
name on it, and it was hand painted by Vivian Cline.



And so, Natalie and | had a common bond for many years, as we compared
the Fenton pieces that we found and bought.

When Natalie lost her sister Rosie in Sept. 1, 2018, she was completely
depressed and slipped into a slow-forming state of dementia. | felt really sad
when she had to leave the house she was living in for so many years in
Burlingame. | remembered all the times we used to walk from her house on
Rollins Road near the freeway to the famous Burlingame Avenue, where all
the shops and stores were located. It was at the Copenhagen restaurant
where we spent many hours sitting, talking, and eating. Many memories!
The last time we walked together, with her and her son Carlos and Rosie,
was a memory for the ages!




As Natalie moved toward the last years of her life, all the possessions were
either given to friends or relatives, or sold. | was not around to retrieve a
Fenton art piece for myself, but | hope some relatives and friends were able
to save one for themselves. It would be treasured forever as a piece of
Natalie’s life.

When Natalie finally passed away and made her transition to heavenly
realms on September 16, 2022, | was sad to hear the news, but | was
relieved with her sisters that her suffering was finally over. Her journey on
earth, which began on December 20, 1945 on a farm in Colonia Fram,
Paraguay, was finished. She had traveled from South America with her
sisters to San Francisco in 1962, and she spent the rest of her life living in
California.

Before Natalie's mother — we called her Baba Eva -- passed away in 1993,
the mother requested that all the sisters take care of Rosie, who suffered
from diabetes. Rosie moved in with Natalie and she lived the rest of her life
with her, and Natalie diligently looked after her sister until her last days. All
the sisters - and family members - would like to thank Natalie for doing such
a great job of making sure Rosie was well taken care of.

Whenever we would visit Natalie and Rosie, we would spend time watching
their favorite sports teams on TV — either the San Francisco Giants playing
baseball, or the San Francisco 49ers playing football.

On Sunday mornings, Rosie and Natalie, who were raised by their father
Onisim Kowal, who was a pastor in Paraguay, they would go to the Russian
Gospel Temple when they lived in San Francisco or watch the televangelist
Joel Osteen when they lived in Burlingame. They loved to listen to Joel
Osteen’s positive message that with God all things are possible. By the
grace of God, both Rosie and Natalie made it through many difficult times in
their lives.

Although we will miss Rosie and Natalie very much, we know that now they
are reunited in Heaven.

In conclusion, a biblical verse that brings to mind my connection with Natalie
is Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, which talks about our life’s journey on earth: For
everything there is a season, a time to every purpose under heaven. A time
to be born, and a time to die.



Which brings me to the last Fenton collection | bought: The Four Seasons.

Thank you, Natalie, for introducing me to the beautiful Fenton glassware.

“Mr. Fenton”

Ukrainian Version = YkpaiHCbKa Bepcis

Hatani Koeanb «Mictep deHTOH"



[lo3BonbTe npeacraButucb. MeHe 3HalTb nMig MNCEeBOOHIMOM  «MiCcTep
®eHTOoH». Lle, 3BMYanHO, He MO€ crpaBXHe iM's. Ane ue He Baxnueo. [Ans
MEHe BaXnnBo Te, K 9 OTPUMaB Lie NPi3BUCLKO.

Mwn 3 gpyxnHoto GaraTo pasiB Biagsigysanu 1i cectep Hatani Ta Posi B
IXHbOMY ByanHKy B BepniHrenmi, KanicopHis.

OpHoro pasy s NOMITUB SIKMUCb CKISHUW Nocyd Ha 1i wadi B iganbHi. A
3anutaB Hartani, CBOK HEBICTKY, MPO LMKAPHUA CKNAHUA NOCYn, SKAW
npuBepHyB MO0 yBary.

— Lle ckno deHTOHA, — ckasana Hartani. BoHa nigHsana noro i nokasana
MeHi. MeHe 3auikaBunn Hacu4eHi, AcKkpasi KONbopu CKNSHOro nocyny. byno
TaKOX LOCb ocobnimBe y cnocobi NiNNeHHs CKIsSIHOro nocyay.

«Bn noBuHHI nepeBiputTM AHO CKNAHKM dPeHToHa, wob nobauuTtn, 4mn ue
cnpaBai PeHTOH», — ckasana Hartani, nepeBepTaluM CKAAHUW nocyq
A0ropv AHOM i MoKasy4dn MeHi CrioBo, BUbute @eHTOHOM Y CKIli.

«Lle npekpacHo», — 3ayBaxuB s, 06epexXHO B3SIBLUM B PYKU pangy>KHUN
CKNAHMW Nocyd | AMBNAAYUCL Ha cnpaBXHin 3Hak PeHToHa. «[e BM Ue
Kynunmn?»

«A wykaw X B aHTUKBapHUX MarasuHax, — ckasana Hatani. «lHoai A
3HaXOOXKy 1X Yy PI3HOMAHITHUX Maras3vHax».

«MeHi npoBegeTtbca npuabatn cobi ogmH», — ckasaB s. «Ha Hux cnpasai
KpacuBo AnBuTUCA. CrnpaBXHih BUTBIP MUCTELTBA i Kpacu.

«¥ MOXY OaTn BaM MareHbKy, Ky S Kynuna B pPi3HOMaHITHOMY MarasuHi»,
— ckasana Harani. [ 6yno Hebarato, wo6 nogapysaTy, i Ti, LLO BOHa XOTina
3anuwmntn cobi, 6ynn ocobnueMmu ckapbamu, SKi BOHa LUiHyBana 3
CEHTMMEHTaNbHUX NPUYNH.

— [skyto, — ckasaB 1. A B35IB ManeHbkKy Oy3KOBY Ha BUMMAS XXypaBfUHHY
KOP3WHY 3 py4Koto i Beper 1T 9k NogapyHOK Big MOET yntoBneHo i HEBICTKN.

Lle 6yB Min nepwmnn GeHTOH, ane He OCTaHHIN. f no4vaB LWyKaTu crneuianbHi
npono3uuii Ha eBay. A no4yaB pobutn crtaBku, WoOO6 oTpumMaTK HanKpally
UiHy. A 3HaMLWOB Ba3n, YaLli, rmevYnkn Ta pisHOMaHITHI ctaTyeTku. HeBOoB3i
s1 Mo4YaB KynyBaTu CknsiHi Bupobu Fenton He nuwe gna cebe, a 1 onsa cBoEl



APYXUHU Ta onga ocobnueux Apy3iB, SKi LiHyBasv yHikanbHe KOfbOpOoBe CKI10
pPY4YHOT pOo6OTH 3 Py4YHUM PO3NUCOM Ha NPecoBaHOMY Ta BUOYBHOMY MocyA.

Konun a Bupiwme kynutn Hatani ®eHTOH 3 po3nMCHUM OeKOpOM, BOHa byrna
Haa3BMYaMHO paga i nodvana HasmBaTu MeHe «Mictep PeHTOH». Toai A
HabyB HOBOrro BUrNSAy i 3p03yMiB, LLLO 3 TOro HA MeHi oBeLeTbCsA 3BUKHYTH
4YyTU Le ocobnmBe Mpi3BUCBHKO, SIke Byno sk 3HaK MoLaHW, sike 9 HOCUB
LLlopas3y, KONu nokasyBas CBOK KOMeKLito CKnaHoro nocyay Fenton y ceoemy
aomi, abo konm A nopapyeBaB KoONekuinHui npeametr PeHTOHa KOMYCb
ocobnueomy.

Uepe3 geakun 4yac A ctaB NPUXUIBHUKOM ckrigHoro nocydy Fenton. A
3aBXaM OUBUBCSA Ha OHO CKMASIHOro nocyay, Wwob nepekoHaTucs, WO Tam €
iM’a (abo 3Hak) PeHTOHa. [HOAI 9 3HaxoAnB 0COBNUBUIN PO3NUCAHUIN BPYYHY
@PeHTOH, Ha AKoMy HaBiTb 6yno iM's noavHKW, ska po3pobuna Bupib i3
XyOOXHbOro Ckna Ta posnucana noro BpydHy. byna cneuianbHa Ba3a 3
PYyYKOHO, Ha siKin Byno HanmncaHo iM’a LWenni PeHToH, i 1T Bpy4Hy posnucana
BisiaH KnauH.

| Tak, Mn 3 Hatani manu cninbHUn 3B’A30K NPOTArom 6araTtbOX POKiB, KON
MU nopiBHIOBanu pedi PeHToHa, sKi 3Haxoaunu ta Kynysanu.

Konn Hatani BTpaTtuna ceoto cectpy Posi 1 BepecHs 2018 poky, BoHa byna
B MOBHIM genpecil Ta Bnana B NOBifIbHUA cTaH gemMeHuil. MeHi 6yno gyxe
CYMHO, KOMW 11 AOBENOCS MNOKUHYTU BYOMHOK, Y SIKOMY BOHA XXuna CTifNbKu
pokiB y bepniHrenmi. A 3ragaB yci 4acu, KON MW XOOUNW MiWku Big 11
6youHKy Ha PonniHs-poya 6ins aBTocTpagun OO 3HaMeHuToi bepniHrenm-
aBeHto, ae 6ynu Bci marasmHu. Lle 6yno B pectopaHi KoneHrareHa, ge mu
npoBenu 6araTo roguH, cnasym, po3mMoBnsaYmM Ta igatoun. barato cnoragis!
OcTaHHIn pas, Konu Mu rynsann pasom, 3 Heto Ta 1 cuHom Kapnocowm i Poasi,
3anuwmnBcs cnorag Ha Biku!

Konun Hatani Habnwkanaca 4o OCTaHHiX POKiB 11 XXUTTS, yce ManHo 6yno abo
po3gaHo apy3siMm 4M poaudam, abo npogaHo. MeHe He Oyno nopyd, wob
oTpumaTu TBip mucteuTBa PeHTOHA Ansa cebe, ane s cnoaisarocs, Wo OesKi
poaudi Ta apysi amornun 36epertn oanH anga cebe. BiH 6yae 3bepiratucsa
Ha3aBXaWn AK YacTuHa XutTtda Hatani.

Konn 16 BepecHa 2022 poky Hartani HapewTi nomepna Ta nepeuwna Ha
Hebeca, MeHi 6yno CyMHO MOYYTW L0 HOBWHY, ane S BigyyB MOMerweHHs



pasoMm i3 1i cecTpamu, WO i CTpaXaaHHs HapewwTi 3akiHYmnucs. I 3eMHun
lwnNax, sk poanoyasca 20 rpygHsa 1945 poky Ha doepmi B KonoHis-®pawm,
[Maparsan, 3aBeplumBcs. BoHa nogopoxysana 3 [iBaeHHOT AMEPUKN pa3om
3i cBoiMu cectpammn 0o CaH-dpaHumcko B 1962 poui, i pewuTy CBOro XuTTs
nposesia B KanigopHii.

[Mepepn Tnm, 9k matn HaTtani — My Hasueanu 1l baba €sa — nomepna B 1993
poui, maTn nonpocuna, wob yci cectpu nogbanu npo Posi, ska ctpaxgana
Ha piabet. Posi nepeixana go Hatani i npoxuna 3 HeK pewTy XUTTd, a
HaTani ctapaHHO gornsigana 3a cecTpoto A0 1 OCTaHHIX OHIB. Yci cecTpu Ta
YfieHN POAMHM XO4yTb noasikyBaTu Hartani 3a Ttaky 4yygosy poboty, o6
nepekoHaTucs, Wwo npo Posi gobpe niknyTbes.

KoxHoro pasy, konu mu Bigsigysanu Hartani ta Posi, M1 npoBoaunun yac,
ANBIISYMCH IXHI yntobneHi cnopTuBHI KOMaHauM no Tenesisopy — abo «Cah-
®paHumcko [kaneHTc», 4ki rpatoTb y bencbon, abo «CaH-OpaHumncko
49epcy, AKi rpatoTb y hyTbon.

Y Heginto BpaHui Posi Ta Hatani, skux BuxoByBaB IXHiN 6aTbko OHicim
KoBanb, sikui ©yB nactopom y [lapareai, BoHM xoaunn go Pocincbkoro
€BaHresibCbKOro xpamy, konu xunm B CaH-®paHuucko, abo amBunucs
TenenponosigHuka [hkoena OcTiHa, Konun »unu B bepniHrenmi. BoHwu
ndunu cnyxatn no3utmeHe nocnaHHa [xoena OcTiHa npo Te, Wo 3 borom
Bce MOXnueo. 3 munocTi boxoi i Posi, i Hatani nepexunu 6arato Baxxkmx
4aciB CBOro XUTTS.

Xo4ya mn bygemo gyxe cymysaTu 3a Posi Ta Hatani, Mu 3Haemo, Lo Tenep
BOHU BO33’egHanuncs Ha Hebecax.

Ha 3akiH4yeHHs 6ibninHumM Bipw, 9KMin Haragye npo Min 38’30k 3 HaTani, ue
Ekknesiact 3:1-2, Ae noeTbCcda Npo Hally XUTTEBY NOAOPOX Ha 3emni: «[ns
BCbOro € CBOSI MOpa, Yac Ans KoXXHoI crnpasu nig Hebom. Yac HapoaxyBaTucs
| Yyac nomumpaTun.»

Lle nigBoanTb MeHe 00 OCTaHHbOI KonekKuil PeHTOHa, AKy A Kynus: «HoTupum
MOpU POKY».

Aakyto, HaTtani, wo nosHanomMmmna MeHe 3 NpekpacHUM CKIISHUM NOCyaoM
Fenton.

"Mictep ®eHTOH"



