CHAPTER 7
PILGRIMAGE TO GRACELAND

Sefore I was to undertake my pilgrimage to the world's
shrine, I had to make an itinerary of all the places

t were worthy of honorable mention. I had already

%o Hawali, I had seen los Angeles many times. las
-that would be a good starting point--then Ft. Hood,

s, Tupelo, New Orleans, Miami, Nashville, and other
alonz the way. I couldn't make a complete tour of

ted States (and Germany was a long ways off), so I
discriminate between the various points of reference.
e what I considered the highlights of Elvis®' life,

like a new frontier and I was paving the way for others
ow., Elvis had already forged the trail and left land-
along the way. I was simply following him and record-
e vigsible marks that he had made for all to see.

The invisible marks Elvis had made couldn't be forgotten
s for the invisible things of this world go hand in
with the visible, It's all part of a pattern, a grand
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n in the master plan.

- Midnight Globe in the June 20, 1978 issue made known

* message from Elvis through Iou Wright. This psychic
waganza happened in an abandoned mansion called Hacienda
3l--House of the Sun~-=-in which other extraordinary human
like John Kennedy, Marilyn Monroe, Freddie Prinze, and
LCrosby were contacted through five amazing seers. The
ing place was Merritt Island, Florida, located near Ken-
ce Center and Cape Canaveral, a most auspicious site
hic exploration. In the world of psychic phenomenon
spears to be a coincidence is interpreted as a matter
tual intervention (or a physical happening with sym-
esoteric overtones). Take for example the strange
mrance of a peacock, Elvis®' favorite bird, and its pre-

£ at the window as Iou Wright began to transmit the mes-
vis was imprinting on her mental screen: "I was chok-
ing, I couldn't get my breath and I fell over...
just lay there and slept peacefully." This recounting
last moments is further followed by an exposition of

' karmic ties that need to be straightened out, including
er and more equitable will, some missing jewelry, some

s for his Aunt Delta, and a desire for privacy at

One sentence in particular struck me as verifi-
of the message Orlene had given me: "Lisa is protected
always be with her in spirit." There was something
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s psychic stuff. My cross-examination had revealed
present mission as guardian angel of Lisa. This is
tes him happy in spirit: the thought of his daughter
g she is safe. As for those who betrayed Elvis,

y there isn't much peace of mind in store for them:
those who betrayed me suffer with their consciences."

A week before I started on the voyage of a thousand

I had another dream-vision of Elvis (you might even
El-vision, a word just whispered by a joyful tiny

# in my ear while I was writing). If I were to use the
i=ted word dream, all the Freudians and psychologists

| jump on the bandwagon with their interpretations of
*onscious workings of the mind. If I were to use

stic word vision, all the religious freaks would brand
fanatic, So I have to play it safe and use a combina-
the two concepts so that everybody can have a poke
@nd at the same time, hopefully, someone can use my
sion material as a source of vital scientific research
Bhe amazing world of astral traveling, which in my opin-
the more relevant terminology in describing the con-
@nd the experience of sleeping consciousness. There,

a mouthful.

+ to get back to my dream=-vision of Elvis. He was
# early twenties and he was running around with his bud-

of the time., He didn't have much time to stop and
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E with me. I remember the last words he told me before
"to paint the town" at night: "If my ma asks where
F been, tell her I went with the boys. I'll be back in

* He had dark hair. He was healthy and had some
on. What amazed me was that he didn"t look real tall!
I would have many similar experiences of Elvis later on.
wife would be drawn into this phenomenal world later
B2 the pilgrimage. Somehow I felt they were important,
1 kept a complete log of those spirit visitations.

I was convinced they were more than just "ordinary

-

fore the departure for a most remarkable 20th century
maze to what has become a shrine to millions of people

' the world, I ran across a few more articles worthy of

magazine Preview in its June 1978 issue followed up
#sley imitators in an attempt to unravel their impact
t* memory. The premise of the article on the imper-
} was that people had 2 definite need to experience
Scariously. Those paying tribute to Elvis and his
music were: Alan Meyer, Dennis Colt, Bill Haney,
a, Rick Saucedo, Steve ILong, and Dennis Wise.

re leaders in the field of Elvis "illusionists,"
contribution to the phenomenon of Elvis was enor-

would later experience this illusion of Elvis in
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ght Globe on June 27,1978 printed Ginger Alden's

' of the gentle, jealous and passionate Elvis, who loved

2 about Eastern religions and liked to teach people
 faith and religion. On the same day The Star printed
le based on information from a book to be released
Press entitled We Remember Elvis by Wanda June Hill.
fh'nrmatinn was purportedly taken from Presley's intimate
gssions to the author just within a week of his death.
Eejor thrust of the story was about Elvis' eternal love

scilla, a theme which keeps cropping up from time to

eral days before the pilgrimage began, I received my
ace, which cost me $9.95, from B.C. Gallery. I was
:.tn "take care of business.™ On July 1, 1978, my wife,
le-year-old son, and I embarked on our long trek in a
d wan with a convertible sofa-bed and a cabinet with

s and refrigerator. We were all equipped for a com-

e and economical journey to the outermost corners of
f country. Our first night on the road in Oregon was

f portents, as a lightning storm forced us off Hwy. 5
rest area. The lightning was electrifying and awe-
We visited relatives in San Prancisco, where I bought
s album titled "Let's Be Friends." Three things stood

pd were meaningful for me in that album: the title,
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d have lots of meaning later on; a song titled
There (If You Ever Want Me);" and the address Sun-

e from the song “Have a Happy."

on the road I kept my eyes open for news articles
The July 4, 1978 issue of Midnight Globe carried

& on Wanda June Hill's story, which had already been
previously. But there were some noteworthy additions
s' last secret thoughts which weren®'t published
First of all, Elvis foresaw his own death the pre-
er. Secondly, he had made his peace with God and
to go. Thirdly, Elvis had predicted that it would
day he'd die. Sure enough it rained all across the
tes on August 16, 1977, the day he died.

was also another article in the same issue which
2 strange story about a fantastic claim that a bi-
named Qrion by Gail Brewer (Golden Eagle Publishing
making: "Presley is alive and living in hiding!"
ized work was based on the premise that Col.
masterminded the cover-up of the century. Such
ion was partly attributed to the fact that Elvis'
ly preceded the expiration of his 20-year contract
« And so the legend grows.

* me the real pilgrimage began on July 8, 1978 when

¢ into Reno and discovered that J.D. Sumner and the
re presenting "Memories of Our Friend Elvis" at the
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West., We had struck it rich!

» almost, The main man, J.D. Sumner, was in the
undergoing open-heart surgery. Nevertheless, the
with soulful E4 Enoch, were able to belt their way

€ listener'"s hearts with some of Elvis' favorites.

ps had opened at the 4%th % Vine Streets Gold Dust

o on Tuesday, July 4, 1978. Tuesday, by the way,
significant day in Elvis' life: it was the day on
was born and the day on which he died. Anyway, in
the casino was a 1973 ILincoln Continental closely
by a casino security guard. The gleaming white car
nnessee license number 575 205-XT was a present given
s to J.D., Sumner. A plaque displayed in front of the
Continental contained the Certificate of Title com=-
ith purchase date, Dec. 27, 1975, and Elvis Presley's
e, In back of the casino stood an orange and silver
= private coach of The Stamps Quartet, license number
The TCB insignia, Elvis' trademark and slogan, stood
in black letters on the sides of the touring bus.,
2 oldie-but-goodie, PFerlin Husky, opened the first half
. show and later sang one of his favorites, "The Wings
we."® Ed Enoch, second-in-command to J.D. Sumner, led
»s through the second half of the show with Elvis'

3 interspersed with other popular tunes, I don't

£ popular tunes were introduced because of restrictions
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east Music, Inc. (BMI), a licensing agency, had placed

& use of Elvis'" material, but I came to hear memories

s and, therefore, I was disappointed when they digressed
the main subject, Ed Enoch, the leader of the Stamps who
s the bookings and financial dealings, began the me-

jie show with "That's All Right, Mama,"™ His soulful voice
pbled Elvis' in force and output, but his stifled move-
imized his appeal and effectiveness. The movements
tounted with Ed were his grimaces and tortured facial
dons, which he used as background to lyrics like "It
= to see the way you cry." The bass vocalist, larry
®land, rumbled his way down into the hearts of shrieking
with "I Just Can't Help Believing."

stopped long enough to welcome the audience: "We

do something to make you happy. And we'll try to do
to. Till then, we'll do some singing and a lot less
Do it!" At which point he swung into twisting

with a combined medley of "See See Rider" and "I've

Enoch kept his promise by doing a lot of singing and
ittle talking. I wondered if he was going to say any-
@bout Elvis. I expected him to tell the Elvis fans

had come to hear. I discovered later that the

of talking about Elvis was J.D. Sumner's, and un-
@tely he was still in the hospital. It was J.D. Sumner
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ed the legend with Elvis. He was the man who would

skinny kid in the back door at Memphis gospel sings
Elvis had no money. At that time J.D. Sumner was

E with the Blackwood Brothers, a group Elvis desired

? but was destined not to. Rumors of Elvis imitating
er started when Elvis grew his hair long while driv-
k for an electrical firm and was fired because he

l €0 cut his hair.

‘the Showtime Magazine, the weekly publication and
guide in the Reno-Tahoe area, Elvis is quoted

i "I wanted to be just like J.D. He wore his hair
I thought in order to be a good bass singer, you had
long hair. Singing like J.D. was more important to
iving that truck, anyway." The thing that attracted
J.D. Sumner was the fact that J.D. is known inter-
as the world's lowest bass singer. What attracted
to Elvis seems to be Elvis' great range of musical
‘#nd the lesson J.D. learned from him was to present a
am of music ranging from country to soft rock
gospel songs.

h stopped singing in order to catch his breath
medley. He paused to introduce the group: "Let
that The Stamps are from Nashville, Tennessee.

as the country capitol of the world. Country
breakfast, supper, dinner and bed-time. And we're
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e you some country. But first, let me introduce
the guysf After introducing several members of the
ensemble, Ed concluded with the statement: "They're
bunch that played for Elvis on tour."
» the handsome young bass soloist and the ladies®
for the night, sang a song whose lyrics revolved around
ion of The Stamps® plight: "And you led me down the
te to ride." Ed Enoch came back as lead singer with
ause," a song which brought a trickle of tears to
s eyes.,
introduced the gospel song "Help Me" with a few words
Slvis finally: "We had the pleasure of being with Nr.
for some six and a half years. And it was a beautiful
€. I don't know how many of you followed his music
(Applause) It was a thrill just to do the ooh's and
‘and occasionally a scooby-do. It was something fan-
we certainly enjoyed it. The gentleman had some
‘2 knack, some kind of gift because he could put more
‘song, he could get more out of the words than I've
d, especially like the song we're fixing to do.
ed *'Help Me,'"
¢ song "Help Me" seemed to describe a humble Elvis on
pleading for divine assistance and begging des-
for the help God knows he needed to make the last

 the way, The golden throne was an apt description
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seat of divine grace, from which divine understanding
t descended to remove the chains of ignorance and
the spiritual eyes in order to understand one's own
. That wasn't the only spiritual or inspirational
vis identified with. There was still another.
Enoch introduced the next gospel song "Walk With Me"
even longer prelude: “You know, a lot of times as
through a concert, Elvis would call us up to his
&nd we'd have to sit for hours and hours and sing
| music, The long hair and sideburns and all that,
Flvis kind of started that, but if you look back at
the old gospel singers, that's what they looked like.
the instigator of that, in the grease in his hair;
2 slick back and he still got them. But you know,
music was an inspiration to him and he had to have
. had to have it. During the show, sometimes he'd stop
dead in the middle and have this song sung. And I
*11 enjoy it and you'll understand why. 'Walk With

beauty of the song lay in the manner it was pre-

by the tenor soloist, Gary Buckles. The message of
was the soul's desire to encounter the beauty of
love. The high tenor voice scaled the peaks of mus-
asy in an effort to reach that love as the singer's

out ending brought him to one knee and the audience
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feet., A truly inspiring song, not only to Elvis,
to our hearts as we understood the depths of his

soul.

Enoch brought the rest of the show to a rapid con-
with "Way Down," "Burning Iove," and in conclusion,
Trilogy." As The Stamps exited to the instrumental
ent of "See See Rider," I was thrilled by the me-
Elvis that had briefly flashed across the stage
superbly represented by The Stamps. Here were

of Elvis communicating the exuberance and joy which
injected into their veins and which flowed through
« To a spectator like me, they seemed to be spe-
e performing a special role in the aftermath of
ing into spirit.











































































CHAPTER 9
FT. HOOD

> continued on our pilgrimage to Graceland via Arizona,

0, and Texas. In Texas, we spent the night at the

r's World Campground in San Antonio. On the morning

the 17th I awoke to the happy song of a red summer
This was the day we were going to visit Ft. Hood,

camp where Elvis went through basic training., I

2 cut of the pop-up tent opening and saw a beautiful

er tanager hopping around on top of a barbecue pit.

color reminded me of Elvis, for that was one of his

e colors in his early years.

wife awoke when she heard me stirring in the tent.

'a smile on her face.

Guess what?" she exclaimed. She pulled the sleeping

from her face.

1at?" 1 replied.

*1 saw FElvis," she said matter-of-factly. She laughed.

®So you finally saw him, too," I said. I was glad to
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I wasn't the only one seeing things. "What happened?"

"It was a concert," she began. "It wasn't a hotel or

hing, it was just in front of a store on some steps."
“Where was this?" I asked. I was trying to get the scene
ed in time and space.
"It was some kind of opening," she continued. "It was
dke a grand opening to & store, and there was just him and
S guy. He didn't have a band, just him and the guy who
dayed guitar. Elvis sang and this guy played along with him,
2 guitarist seemed like a manager."
"What color suit did Elvis have?" I asked,
"He didn"t have a suit," she answered. "He was wearing
‘regular pair of slacks and a sports jacket, you krnow, the
d they used to wear before. The jacket was green and the
pants were brown, kind of beige, something like that. I don't

femember exactly. I was looking at his face. He loocked just

"And then what happened?" I asked., Images of Elvis
popped-up in my head. The colors Elvis was wearing appeared
fr be symbols of a tree~-the tree of life,

"After the concert," she continued, "I ran up to him and
hugged him and gave him a kiss. And he did, too. Really
ce. You know, like a normal guy. And so then we started
king down the steps, me and him--he had his arm around

me--and you and my sister were walking behind. We were just
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"So I asked him where he was staying. He said he was
faying in a hotel. Then he and his manager started walking
® their car. You and I started walking to our car.
"All of a sudden he turned around, grabbed his suitcase
8 started following us. He asked me, 'Do you have a place
me to stay?' I said, "Sure we have a2 room.,' He said,
LK.' He was tired of staying in hotels. I asked him, *How
out your friend?' He said, 'He'll stay somewhere else,'
I said, "0.K.' You gave me a funny look, as if you were
g, "be careful.'"
"You mean that Elvis might take advantage of you?" I
inguired.
"No," she answered. "“Just that I was getting too friendly,
awviting him and all that, I didn't invite him. He invited
self,

"So we said, '0.K.' He went in our car, and he came home
with us. I told him we had a room up in the attic; it was
ke a two-story house, and there was one room and one bath-
som in the attic. He said he didn't care what it was as long
&8s there was a bed there.
"So I said I'd fix it up for him and he could stay up
theres 3So we came home. He was really nice. He sang to us.
wust like a regular guy. He wasn't doing anything funny or
atting on a show. He was just like a regular friend visiting."
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"Do you remember what songs he sang?" 1 asked.

"I don'"t remember any of the songs," she confessed.

s too wrapped up in just, you know, he was there.,"

"What did he look like, young or what?" I asked.

"He was slim, about 30," she answered. "His hair wasn't
} or anything, It was just sloped down natural and parted
e side. He looked just like a regular guy you'd meet
the street.”

"Sounds like you're describing the picture of him on

& cover of "Welcome to My World,'" I remarked. The image
that album flashed into my mind.

“"He wasn't a big show off or anything," she added.

"It's interesting that the image from that album popped
5> my head," I continued with the thought that impressed
i=elf on my consciousness, "because your dream occurs at the
eler's World Campground. ‘Welcome to My World' is the
eler's world, the world of adventure with Elvis. Which
ms that he's going to travel with us. Or should I say

re going to travel with him?"

Somehow I felt it was the latter, because now we were
8th fully initiated into Elvis' spirit world and he was taking
s on a2 fantastic trip through it. T later found out that
wis recorded the song "Welcome to My World" at the January
b 1973 Aloha from Hewaii conert which was telecast via sa-
te to the whole world. He was doing exactly the same
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now in spirit. He was showing himself to friends around
i world who believed and accepted his friendly, warm, and

2le spirit. It was Elvis® way of saying, "let's Be

"

The hot summer sun beat on our heads as we drove into
Killeen was the town Elvis stayed at during his

= training at Ft. Hood. We drove through Xilleen on

190, One curious sight on the main road through

5 an old "Blue Moon" Restaurant across the street

the Killeen Motel. The crescent moon sign above the

ant seemed to speak of days gone by, when Eivis' blue
i turned to gold., We drove down Oak Hill Drive look-
the home that Elvis rented during his stay in Killeen,
p¢ couldn't find it. The former residents were no longer
# in the telephone book. After all, twenty years had

We drove two miles west of town to Hood Rd. and we turned
I stopped at the main gate to check a map which was

coded into four sections. I knew that Elvis had been

2d to the 2nd Armored Division, and I found the Head-

5 for the 2nd Armored Division in purple-coded section

=e building, called Gaffey Hzll, was numbered No. 919,

There were two interesting facts about the Ft. Hood

of Elvis' life, First of all, Elvis came to Ft. Hood

h 28, 1958, a Friday, and left September 19, 1958, also
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Priday. The circle made a full swing during his stay at

« Hood, just like the circle of life made a full swing for
ivis' stay on earth (Elvis came and left on a Tuesday). The
ond curious factor deals with numerology. The numerical

ue of Killeen is 5, Elvis Presley's name number; the nu-
erical value of Ft. Hood is also 5 (granted it could also be
if the unabbreviated form, Fort Hood, is used). The number
days assigned to Ft. Hood (including the 13-day extended
ergency leave during his mother's illness and death from
zsday Aug. 12 through Sunday Aug. 24) totals 176, which adds
p to the single number of 5., An extra bonus for numerologists
the haunting number of 42, the age at which Elvis left the

: ¥sical plane; this number shows up in the date Ft. Hood was
fedicated in honor of confederate general John Bell Hood--Sept.
28, 1942, The number 42 also shows up in the date Elvis left
Hood (9-19-1958=42=6). Incidentally, Elvis entered Ft.

©od on a 9 (3-28-1958=36=9).

The drive through Ft. Hood brought back memories of my
basic training experience at another hot Texas Army camp,
Sam Houston in San Antonio. I could still hear the troops
hing to the tune of a favorite rhythmic chant:

Ain*'t no use in looking down,
Ain't no discharge on the ground;
Ain't no use in calling home,
Jody's got your girl and gone.
e tune and the words rang through my mind as I watched the
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soldiers in green fatigues listlessly performing their patri-
itic duty.

The 2nd Armored Division Museum (Bldg. No. 418 in Sec.
3) on Battalion Avenue offered an insight into the influence
the machinery of war on Elvis® life., The badge of power
@nd physical force which Elvis carried on his uniform was the
ous "Hell on Wheels" patch, This emblem was painted on
e backside of the museum. A triangular shape was divided
ito three equal areas and three colors, orange, black and
(on the headquarters building the triangular shape was
fivided into the more familiar orange, blue and red); in the
ge area was the number 23 in the middle of the triangle
were the symbolical tracks and red lightning bolt, symbols
mobility and fire power. Below the triangular shape was

i rectangular base on which was printed in bold capital let-
$ers; “HELL ON WHEELS."

Elvis later revised the concepts behind the awesome
asignia and created his own masculine brand of mobility and
fire power: the TCB and lightning bolt necklace ("Taking
sare of Business in a flash"). The lightning bolt was a
erful symbol of the spark of life-force which starts the
ireative process. The feminine counterpart was a mollified
slogan signifying "Tender Ioving Care." It's interesting
0 note that Elvis had already adopted the lightning bolts

= his own trademark back in August 10, 1954, according to
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Lichter, when he appeared zt the Overton Park Shell audi-
irium wearing black pants that featured pink lightning bolts

1 z the outside seam of the leg.

Another impressive emblem was a painting I saw on the side
‘a barrack which war-mongers would be embarassed of and prea-
f--a would be self-righteous about., The picture depicted

ive "Pillars of Hell" supporting the 2nd Armored Division
pblem; in between the five white pillars were four layers of
i1d4; the whole structure was standing on a foundation of five
pite stones; below the foundation were 13 meaningful black-
letters, "PILLARS OF HELL." The preachers who condemned
is* devilish gyrations at the beginning of his career would
¥e a field day with the symbols implicit in the emblem.

When Elvis joined the Third Armored Division in Germany,
& patch was slightly, but significantly, modified, He no
wore the number 2; instead he wore the number 3, "Hell
Wheels" was changed to "Spearhead," a significant change
:.Jt whereas Elvis in the beginning of his career was seen
as a frightening spectacle howling and whirling his

: to the top of the heap, he was now seen as a leader of

, spearheading a movement which would solidify one's sense
patriotism., Elvis would proudly display his "Spearhead"
%ch after his honorable discharge in 1960. He would carry

€ mark of the leader till his last day on earth.

Back in ecivilian Killeen I was prompted by my inner
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de to visit the local library on Green and N. Gray (also
Enown as 6th) Streets. The public library is always the
greatest and quickest source of information, and Killeens
‘microfilms had a fair representation of Elvis® sojourn in
their neighborhood. The Killeen Daily Herald's first arti-
cle on Friday March 28, 1958 reported that "Pvt. Presley
Comes Today to Fort Hood." Private Elvis was scheduled to
‘arrive from the induction center, Ft. Chaffee, Arkansas,
with 18 other Army rookies late in the afternoon. Elvis
was to arrive at the Processing Plant, Building 1035, located
on Hood Rd. between Tank Destroyer Blvd. and Headquarters Ave.
Incidentally, for numerclogists, two number combinations ap-
pear in this first Killeen front-page article on Elvis, 18
and 1035, each of them adding up to give the single digit 9,
Elvis' birth number; another number also caught my eye on the
front page, Vol. 6, No. 60, which seemed to anticipate the
tragedy of Elvis' mother, since 6 is the numerical value of
the name Gladys Presley, and 6 is also Gladys' birth number
(add 4+425+1912). One more note in passing: +the front page
had a short article on W.C. Handy dying in New York Citys
his blues music, the same music Elvis roamed down Beale St.
to hear, was immortalized in Memphis.
There were 14 newspaper articles which covered Elvis'

arrival, stay and departure:
(1) Pri. March 28, 1958: Elvis Comes Today to Fort Hood.
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(2) Mon. May 5, 1958: Elvis is Assistant Squad Leader

in "A Company, of 2nd Medium Tank Battalion of the 37th
at Ft. Hood. The trainee post is equivalent to ser-
€ant in an active Army unit. Presley's squad of 14 men en-
the transition firing phase of training this week. This
8 the fifth week of training.

(3) Fri. May 16, 1958: Elvis Presley Will Perform.
ris Presley will make a public appearance at 10:00 A.M.
fturday, the first since his induction into the army. Now
contract to the United States, Presley will appear un-
the auspices of "A" Company, 2nd Medium Tank Battalion,
i Armor, 2nd Armored Division. 1Instead of the familiar
» he will carry a M130 caliber carbine across his shoul-
The 266th Army Band will replace his former accompan-
it=, the Jordanaires., On the show with him will be some

000 Fort Hood soldiers, marching in an Armed Forces Week

- (4) Fri. May 23, 1958: Elvis Says He Isn't Engaged.

ax, girls. Elvis isn't engaged yet. Pvt. Elvis Presley,

z completion of his basic training at Fort Hood, said
ind singer Anita Wook are not engaged to be married to

a2 rumor that had been circulating in the area, Presley
& the announcement that he is not engaged to marry through
I public information office at Fort Hood.

- (5) Tues. May 27, 1958: Pvt. Presley Will Be Sent to
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Germany. Pvt. Presley completes his basic training Saturday
and will have a two-week leave. He will spend until Sept. 20
in advanced armor training at Fort Hood and then be sent to
Germany as a replacement for the Third Armored Division. On
June 16, he will begin eight weeks of advanced training as
&n armor crewman--a tanker--and on completion of this, he will
g0 into six weeks of basic unit training, learning to work
‘with a team. In Germany, Pvt. Presley will be in the Third
AD which is a part of the U.S. Seventh Army.

(6) Mon. June 23, 1958: Elvis' Parents to Reside Here
for Two Months. The Presleys will occupy the home of Attor-
ney and Mrs. Chester Crawford while the Crawfords are on va-
cation. Pvt. Presley can now leave the post after duty hours
provided he reports back in by 11 P.M. the night before a
duty day. The elder Presleys have been staying at the Ranch
Motel in Killeen for the past two days. The Crawford home
'is located on Qak Hill Drive and is a three-bedroom brick
house,

(7) Wed. Aug., 13, 1958 (Memphis): Mrs. Presley Criti-
cally Ill in Memphis, Tenn. Army Private Eivis Presley re-
mained by his critically ill mother's bedside today on a
seven-day emergency leave from Ft. Hood, Tex. His mother,
says Vernon Presley, is hospitalized with a liver allment.
Her condition was described as "critical" by her physician,

Dr. Charles Clarke. Presley flew here from Dallas Tuesday
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night.
(8) Thurs. Aug. 14, 1958: Death Came Unexpectedly.
ELVIS PRESLEY'S Mother Dies in Memphis Hospital. ...she

as 42, (Correction mine--she was 46) ...death came at
@bout 4:15 A.M. (c.d.t.) Her husband was at her side when
she died, but Elvis was asleep in his $100,000 mansion "Grace-
1and” in Suburban Whitehaven. "She apparently died of a
heart attack," the doctor said. The husband =aid he was
asleep on a cot in Mrs. Presley's room when he was awakened
her "suffering for breath" at about 4 A.M. He immediately
summoned the physician, who pronounced her dead.
(9) Mon. Aug. 25, 1958: Presley Returns to Hood.
wssfollowing an emergency leave during the illness and death
his mother. "One of the last things Mom said was that
Dad and I should always be together," Elvis said.

(10) Mon. Sept. 15, 1958: Elvis to Leave for Germany
End of Week. Presley...is now a light truck driver in a
k company and is expected to have a similar job in Germany.
is listed as an assistant squad leader.

(11) Tues. Sept. 16, 1958: Presley's Departure Drawing
owds, Long Distance Calls,
(12) Thurs. Sept. 18, 1958: Elvis' Fans Giving Singer
ig Send-0ff. ...8cheduled to board train about 8:20 P.M. Fri.
NYC. essl,360 other Third Armored replacements who will
e with him.
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(13) Pri. Sept. 19, 1958: Preparing to Leave, Elvis,

lather say stay here enjoyable.
(14) Mon. Sept. 22, 1958: Farewell To Fort Hood. FElvis

> Begin Atlantic Crossing. ...Presley, who spoke to reporters
1y briefly while transferring from the bus to the train, said
¢ guessed "I just feel sad" about going. Earlier, he said he
€lt it was "a duty to go."
Well, so much for reliving historical moments. It was
un romping through the past, but now it was time to move on
© Memphis.
As we left Ft. Hood and Killeen, I picked up a copy of
e July 18, 1978 issue of the Midnight Globe., There was an
steresting article in it about a devoted woman named BSeth
ndler, 42, from San Bruno, California. 35he had turned her
e into a shrine to Elvis. 5She had memories of Elvis which

® cherished since 1957, especially the memories of las Vegas,
fere she tipped a $50 bill to a head waiter for the opportun-
of sitting alongside the stage., Her gambit paid off, for
white gown attracted Elvis to her and she received an un-
i:;ettable kiss and a scarf from him, The scarf is her sacred
from the most wonderful man she had ever met. Beth felt
mere was "an indefinable greatness" about Elvis that attracted
from the beginning.

Another article in the same issue revealed the use of an

ivis look-alike, larry Blong, a 26-year-old Philadelphian,
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) fool Graceland crowds. The double was used by Elvis be-
e his security guards feared for his safety. The clever

ick, however, was used only at Graceland.



