
 

 

   

[This chapter is dedicated to all the teachers I met at the school.  I was honored to come 

to their classrooms to read stories to their students.  Their “Good Deeds” of serving the 

students and the community are commendable.  I was also blessed to see how they kept 

the Old Believer tradition alive in the classrooms. Each classroom was uniquely decorated 

with either the Church Slavonic or the Russian alphabet – or both. I reacquainted myself 

with the ancient Church Slavonic language, which I learned to read in college years ago.  

It was a language full of symbolism and deep spiritual meanings.]  

As I looked at the schedule for the teachers that was in the staff room, I was impressed 

with the curriculum and the courses that were taught at the fully accredited school.  The 

students graduated from the school with a high school degree.  There was no question 

that this was the work of qualified teachers who were selected not only for their 

professional ability to teach, but also because of their religious and spiritual qualifications. 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 

https://habr.com/ru/articles/528170/  
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Сказочная Буквица (древлесловенская) https://skrynya.ua/product/952777  

https://skrynya.ua/product/952777


This was my weekly schedule for each of the classes that I worked with.  One week I 
would do the elementary classes, and the next week I would do the middle / high school 
classes.  I would do volunteer service on Tuesdays.  Since I was a retired teacher, it was 
a privilege for me to come out of retirement and work with students, again. 

 

 

 



My greatest surprise when I started working at the school was the fact that 

the students came from all the different churches in Oregon’s Willamette 

Valley, where the Old Believers settled back in the 1960’s.  That means that 

all three groups were represented:  those from Turkey or Turchani, those 

from China’s Harbin area or Harbintsi, and the other group from China or 

Sintzyantsi.  I had worked with all three groups as a teacher at 91 School. 

“The community of Old Believers living in and around Woodburn, Oregon, consists of 

three separate groups, and their informal names refer to previous places of 

settlement.  Two groups moved to China from Siberia after the Socialist Revolution of 

1917.  The Sintzyantsi lived in the Sinkiang province after leaving Semipalatinsk; 

the Harbintsi settled around Harbin (then in Manchuria, now China), having crossed the 

border from the Spassk-Dalnyi area.  Living in isolated rural villages, the people farmed 

and hunted.  A third group, the Turchane or “Turkish” group, originated in Southern Russia 

in the seventeenth century and, after various migrations, settled in Turkey in the 

eighteenth century, in villages along Lake Manyas.” 

https://www.folkstreams.net/contexts/teacher-guide-for-old-believers  

 

 
                  https://holytrinityschool.us/parent-portal/  
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I don’t think the school would run so efficiently without the superb leadership of the 

principal, Ulita Seleznev.  Her expertise was displayed in all aspects of the hard work that 

she did as a knowledgeable teacher and principal that played many roles in the school 

and the community. The students honored her with a special day on April 30th.  

 



 


