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Starting his service in the Mission in late 1979 Michael Lokteff made
a very wise decision, which was inspired from Above. Having a Sound
Recording Studio athis disposal, Michael put his father, Daniel Lokteff, at the
microphone and he, onten cassettes, told the story of the Lokteff's family,
beginning from his Russian ancestors tomoving to America. Thisisa large
historical layer in history. Atthe end of the 19th Century, moving from the
Tambov Province of Russia to Kazakhstan, then fleeing to China, and then
fleeing from China to the Philippines and from
there to the United States.

"River of Faith"isa book that will help many people tobetter understand
and feel the history of the country from which the roots of our genealogies
come; it will help usto better understand the people who lived there and look
atthe events that our grandfathers and great-grandfathers went through.
This book isalso unique in that it was written byrepresentatives of two
generations, Daniel Lokteff and Michael Lokteff. Thanks to radio broadcasts
that were broadcast tothe Republics of the USSR for several decades; thanks
tonumerous letters and parcels that were prepared at the Mission office and
then sent beyond the "Iron Curtain” - the surname Lokteff became known to
hundreds of thousands of people in the Eastern half of the globe as well as
the Western.

Thanks to this book, we have the opportunity toget toknow the Lokteff family
better and understand more deeply where and from what roots Michael drew
strength and inspiration. Itwas his family and relatives, all those with whom
Michael lived and worked, and why serving with Word to Russia Ministry
(WTR) continues. In2022 WTR reached its "Golden Jubilee." Inscrutable are
the ways of the Lord," we read in Scripture. Often this is incomprehensible at
the beginning of the path, but atthe end, we repeat with King David "My lines
have passed through beautiful places.” We find the same in the book "River
of Faith," going through experiences, doubts, difficult decisions, ups and
downs, together with the author, but in the finale we see a beautiful mosaic
composed of the Providence of God, which led the entire Lokteff family

through beautiful places.
Executive Director of the "Word to Russia" Mission, Viadimir Mysin
. | 15BN arsas3sEsEr53 |
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River of Faith: Our Amazing Journey to Freedom
Hardcover — August 17, 2022
by Michael Lokteff (Author), Daniel Lokteff (Author)

Starting his service in the Mission in late 1979, Michael Lokteff made, a very wise
decision, which was inspired from Above. Having a Sound Recording Studio at his
disposal, Michael put his father Daniel Lokteff at the microphone and he, on ten cassettes,
told the story of the Lokteff's family, beginning from his Russian ancestors to moving to
America. This is a large historical layer in history. At the end of the 19th Century, moving
from the Tambov Province of Russia to Kazakhstan, then fleeing to China, and then
fleeing from China to the Philippines and from there to the United States.

"The River of Faith" is a book that will help many people to better understand and feel the
history of the country from which the roots of our genealogies come; it will help us to better
understand the people who lived there and look at the events that our grandfathers and
great-grandfathers went through. This book is also unique in that it was written by
representatives of two generations, Daniel Lokteff and Michael Lokteff. Thanks to radio
broadcasts that were broadcast to the Republics of the USSR for several decades; thanks
to numerous letters and parcels that were prepared at the Mission office and then sent
beyond the "lIron Curtain". Thanks to this book, we have the opportunity to get to know
his family and relatives, all those with whom Michael lived and worked, and why serving
with Word to Russia Ministry (WTR) continues.

In 2022 WTR reached its "Golden Jubilee." "Inscrutable are the ways of the Lord," we
read in Scripture. Often this is incomprehensible at the beginning of the path, but at the
end, we repeat with King David: "My lines have passed through beautiful places." We find
the same in the book "The River of Faith," going through experiences, doubts, difficult
decisions, ups and downs, together with the author, but in the finale we see a beautiful
mosaic composed of the Providence of God, which led the entire Lokteff family through
beautiful places. Executive Director of the "Word to Russia" Mission, Vladimir Mysin


https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Michael+Lokteff&text=Michael+Lokteff&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Daniel+Lokteff&text=Daniel+Lokteff&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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“People who do not
know their past have
no future”

Mikhail Lomonosov

“One cool evening inthe fall of 1980, when my wife
Alexandra and I were making dinner and discussing the
latest news, somebody knocked on our door. It was our
middle son, Mike, who came to visit us. We invited him to
the table, and he told me, looking a little pensive: “Dad, I've
been thinking a lot, and realized that I know very little
about my family—neither do my brothers and sisters. You
and Mom often told us stories about life in China, about
your parents and the difficulties that our family overcame
on the way to America; notwithstanding, all these story
fragments don't add up to a complete picture.” Mike's words
made me wonder, and then,after ashort pause, he suggested
thatIrecord aninterview with him, telling the whole story
of our family from Chilik to San Francisco. The idea
inspired me a lot and while recording our 10-hour interview
piece by piece, I tried to tell everything in as much detail as
possible. I understood that someday a book about our
Journey, based onmy stories, would be published . . . my
wish was that our children, and later grandchildren,
would continue writing this book, completing it with their
own stories.

With love, Daniel Lokteff

¥ (‘ﬁ“’g‘: 4

Copyrighted Material




Copyrgtted Matartal
Copyrigmes Wrnne

Cangrgtogtindt Mabeiio)
Sonytighrms Wowrie



Copyrighted Material

Daniel Lokteff in America
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MY HOME

“It was a wonderful big village, very
green and quiet, homelike and peaceful.
Before the revolution, every block was
divided into four parts. Just imagine how
big those “estates’ actually were! Each

of them had their own yard, a vegetable
garden and cattle. The town was
drowning in luxuriant vegetation,
including abundant pyramidal poplars,
which are now almost gone.”

Alexander Lukhtanov

an ethnographer of the Almaty region.
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My Chilik

In 1871 an amazing place in the Ili Valley, rich in fertile soil and enjoying
warm climate and large expanses of land, became home to a small
settlement of 702 families assigned to a military parish. The families that
moved there from the Voronezh and Tambov Governorates were rather
wealthy and had extensive experience in cattle breeding and trade. Back
then, only the most enterprising people, successful in their craft, were
selected to develop new fertile lands. My grandfather’s family was among
those peasants chosen from the Tambov Governorate.

-~ — s -

Tzarist Russia — Cir. 1871

The settlement location wasn’t chosen randomly—it was built almost in the
middle of the post road connecting the city of Verny (which was later renamed
Alma-Ata) and the border crossing point Narynkol. East of the village was the
large city of Zharkent bordering China; to the west was the Kyrgyz city of
Karakol.
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This settlement was named Chilik (or Shelek in Kazakh) after
a small river flowing nearby. It was a multicultural village:
the Russians, Kazakhs, Ukrainians, Tatars, and Uyghurs
living there maintained good neighborly relations. By 1900,
the population of Chilik had already increased to almost
5,000 people.

Historical note: As of January 1, 1900, the village consisted of 573 house-
holds, that is 4,763 people (2,324 men, 2,439 women). The village was assigned
10,000, dessiatinas of land (about 27,000 acres), including 6,850 dessiati-
nas (about 18,500 acres) suitable for farming. The villagers’ main occupations
were animal husbandry (3,695 horses, 2,105 cows, and 9,650 heads of small
livestock were registered in 1900) and irrigated agriculture. In 1891, the vil-
lage became the center of the Zaitsevsky section of the Vernensky district and
the residence of the district police officer. There was a functioning post office,
bazaar, church, and medical and veterinary aid stations in the village. The first
parish school in Chilik opened in 1882 with funding provided by the merchant
N.I Ivanov. The village had 3 tanneries, 22 mills, 198 trading establishments
with a total revenue of 150 thousand rubles.
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I was born in this village in 1911. In my childhood, my friends and I Q)
loved to swim in the warm and shallow Chilik river, which in some spots,
was only chest high for an adult. We also enjoyed fishing in our stream.
Sometimes the adults took us with them to the Ili River, which flowed
nearly 19 miles away from our home. It was a full day trip that became a
real holiday for us. Most commonly, I went fishing in the Big River with
my uncle, where we caught a lot of fish, packed them in fresh grass, and
brought them home. It was osmans (small fish from the carp family,
reaching a length of 20 inches) that especially often bit our bait.

All houses in Chilik were surrounded by well-groomed gardens with
large trees bearing delicious fruit. For example, we had several varieties
of apples, pears, cherries and sweet cherries in our garden, but an object
of particular pride was an apricot tree. In my childhood the fruit in our
gardens seemed so appetizing that we would sometimes eat them
unripened.
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Apart from fruit trees, we grew melons, watermelons, tomatoes,
cucumbers, onions, carrots, potatoes, and cabbage—we grew all
these for our own consumption. We had a cellar in the garden,
under the barn.

It remained cool in the summer, while in the winter nothing
froze there, so potatoes, sauerkraut, pickled cucumbers and
tomatoes and even pickled watermelons could be stored there
for a very long time.

We always had a good harvest. On weekends my mother loved
to go to the bazaar, chat with other women, and sell
watermelons, apples, cucumbers as well as everything we had in
excess. Coming back from the market, Mother brought meat and
other food we didn’t produce at home.

Life in Chilik was quiet and serene. There were only two police
officers assigned to our fairly large and populous village, and
most of the time they had nothing to do, since occasional fights
were the onlyincidents that ever really occurred in Chilik.

Kulikovka

Not far, about seven miles away
from our village, was a small
village called Kulikovka (later it
was renamed Sarybulak). It was
also a very peaceful and well-to-
do village, like ours, consisting
mainly of settlers. Since
childhood we were close friends
withthe children from Kulikovka
while the adults maintained
friendly relations with the older
inhabitants of the village. Our
family was no exception. My
father’s most frequent guest
from Kulikovka were the

brothers, Zinovy and Kozma Heslicn il

Shcherbakovs, who had come to
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develop lands in the Ili Valley from the Voronezh Governorate. They
were very enterprising, hard-working and wise people. During their
visits father could talk to them for hours.

Russian Bibles

The soil in Kulikovka was not fertile, so the farmers had to go to the
mountains to rent and plow land there—reaping a good harvest
afterwards. Kozma and Zinovy’'s main occupation was crop
cultivation. They planted several acres of land with wheat, and when it
was ready, the brothers harvested it and brought it to my father’s mill.
Dad was always happy to see them. He would take his large print Bible
from the house, then he would go to the mill and discuss the Word of
God with the Shcherbakovbrothers for along time over a cup of tea.

Like many of our fellow villagers, my father was a believer and went to
our Orthodox church, built by the merchant Ivanov. The Shcherbakovs
didn’t go to church, but attended Baptist meetings in Kulikovka.
However, despite adherence to different denominations, Zinovy and
Kozma managed to sow the seed of sincere and deep faith in my
father’s heart. A little later, father began to travel to Kulikovka quite
often.
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Hauas cnysxenne 8 Muccun B xouue 1979 roga, Muxann Jloxres np nuan
OuEHb MyApOe pemenue, sroxuopncHHoc Cepime. Mvmes B cBocm
PACHIOPSKEHUH SBYKOZAMMCH BAIOLLYIO CTYAMIO, MHXasu 1 1onpockI CBOCTo 0T
Jasmmna o sarmics pacckasath ncropmio cemby Jlokresnix, Haunnan or
USHH B napckoit Poccnu 110 nepeesna 8 Amepuky. 310 6osbim o
McTopHueckuit c1oit B ucropun. B konue XIX pexa mpanpanea Muxanaa
JToxresa nepeexan us TambGosckoi ryGepHHH Ha OCBOCHHME KASAXCKOM METMHEI,
sarem cembs JIokTersix Gbina saiy#aena 6exars 8 Kurait, a sarem us Kuran na
Q@yurunmuss v orryaa 8 Coegunennsie [lrare:.

Krura "Pexa pepst’ — 910 KHHI4, KOTOPAA MOMOYKET MHOTHM JIOASM /Ty 4uIe
MOHATH M MPOYYBCTBOBATE MCTOPMIO CTPAHBI, M3 KOTOPOH IPOUCXOAAT KOPHM
HAmHX POAOC/IOBIILIX; MTOMOIKET 1AM JIy i€ NOILTL JIOARH, KOTOPLIE JICHIIH
TAM, ¥ TOCMOTPETH Ha COOBITHA, 9ePes KOTOPHIE MPOILIN HAUIH AC/IbI U
Mpageasl. Ta KHUTA TAKKE YHHKAIBHA TEM, 9TO OHA §Biia HAucaxHa
npeacrasuTesMu ApyX noxkosenuii, Janunnom JIokTesLiM U €10 chiHoM
Maincrom. Braropapsa paguonepesayam, KOTOpbIie TPAHCIHPOBATHCH
pecny6auxam CCCP Ha NpOTMiKeHHN HECKONMBKMX AeCATHIETHIT; Gaarogaps
MHOTOUMCICHEEIM TTMCHMAM M [IOCAUIKAM, KUTOPbIE Ob1/1M NOATOTORACHbL B
HPENCTARUTENLCTRE, 2 3ATEM OTIPABTEHB 32 "sicesesHpi saHaBec” gaMuTas
JIoKTes Crana M3RECTHA COTHAM THICAY JIIOJIeN B BOCTOYHOM MMOJIOBMHE MUPA, 4
TAKKe Ha Janaje.

Baaropaps sTolt KHHTE, ¥ HAC €CTb BO3MOYKHOCTB JIYYIUE Y3HATH CEMbIO
Jokrersix u rnybsxe noraTs, rae Muxamwn sepran cury 1 BIOXHOBEHNE
CoyHCHTE 1t ysHATH 10demy cayxenue "Ciaoso k Poccuu” npogomiaiocs u s
2022 rogy gocturio ceoero "3onororo wbuwiea”. Hemocrmxkmmer mytu
Tocnonawu'', mpt uptaesm 8 [Tucanun. Yacto 310 HENOHATHO B HAYAJIE Y TH, HO B
KOHIE MBI IIOBTOPAEM € HapeM Hasupon: "Mexn mon npomm mo
IIPEKPACHBIM MECTaM, M HACIEANE MOE MPMATHO 1wt Mers.” Mst raxonmm To sxe
camoc B kHure "Peka Bepnt”, 9MTas Kak cCMbA JIoKTCBBIX MPOXOAMIIA MCPCS
NCPCAMBAHIA, COMHCHHA, CIO/KHBIE PEIICHIA, BSACTbI H NAACHHA, HO B QHHAIE
Mbl BHMM KPacHBYIO MOSauKy, cocrasiacrnyio us [1posuncana bora, koropsii
nposest 8Cio cembio JIOKTEBLIX "0 NpeKpacHsIM MecTam".

Ucnomuureasunit gupexrop Muccrn «Word to Russia» Baanumup Muicun
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Michael Lokteff (2" from left) sitting next to Paul Demetrus (2" from right)



