PART Il
RUSSIAN GOSPEL TEMPLE
CHAPTER 9

Joseph Lokteff, choir director

dut E e hbs

Russian Gospel Temple Choir

Russian Gospel Temple Choir
17th and Potrero
San Francisco, CA

First Row: (left to right) Pastor Alex Shevchenko Sr., Peter Ilyin, Lily Soboleff, Raya
Pustobaeff, Susan Shevchuk, Tava Soboleff, Nida Lokteff, Nellie Krapivkin, Luba
Pustobaeff, Luba Shevchenko, Vera Brachinoff, Choir Director Joseph Lokteff

Second Row: Nilla Samosvatoff, Alice Brachinoff, Vera Dubenko, Kathy Prasoloff, Ruth
Ilyin, Luba Solovieff, (unknown), Tamara Fedoroff, Raya Soboleff, John Iliyn

Third Row: Alex Riltzeff, Ben Shevchenko, Boris Prasoloff, Alex Shevchenko Jr., Fedor
Dubenko, Stanley Wigowsky, Alex Shevchuk, Paul Ilyin, Peter Dubenko, Alex
Souhorukoff, Peter Dumanovsky

[Note: Maiden names are used for the women.]

https://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm



http://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm
https://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm

Title Song, God Eternal

@ RGT1c - Title Song, God Eternal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eysomJNGGLA

1t Album - God Eternal
Side 1:

Watch on 2 Youlube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4cDOYMbT10



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eysomJNGGLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4cDOYMbT10

Side 2:

Watch on 3 Youlube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-7WM8rSzDw&t=2s

2nd Album: 2nd side
Tidings from Heaven (Christmas album)

Watch on B8 Youlube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1106J721ZNY



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-7WM8rSzDw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11o6J721ZNY

39 album - Children’s Choir
Side 1:

RGT3a - Russian Gospel Temple, Children’s choir
ESE and the CAUCIEN

Watch on 3 Youlube

Q RGT3b - Russian Gospel Temple Children's Choir
eSS and mmlklu:l\ e

Watchon (£ YouTube e M—— o
Side 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjAXAsQLFIO0

Side 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgkhzyxwEvs


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjAXAsQLFI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgkhzyxwEvs

4th album - Combined Choirs
Side 1

Q RGT4a - Russian Gospel Temple - choirs

oo~ uit BEEN 0

Side 2:

Watch on B8 Youlube

Side 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvJFfxgZycM

Side 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GimWyU31wAc



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvJFfxgZycM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GimWyU31wAc
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https://wigowsky.com/RGT/RGT60.htm

Russian Gospel Temple choir, 60 years anniversary


https://wigowsky.com/RGT/RGT60.htm
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Lokteff and Wigowsky families in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco @ 1970 Stanley
married Nida Lokteff and thus the 2 families had a bond. Joseph Lokteff created a choir



There is an interesting story about how Joseph and Marusia fell in love and
got married while living in Gulja, China. The story is told in episodes in Peter
lliyn’s book about his father, Vanya lliyn: “Out of the Far Corners.” Here is a
photo and several excerpts from the book:

Joseph and Marusia Lokeeff, April 4, 1942

On page 116 in Peter lliyn’s book, we are introduced to the couple, Joseph
and Marusia.

On page 140, Part 3, we find out what happens with the relationship
between Joseph and Marusia.



116 PeETeEr ILI¥YN

“Who sent it2" Misha asked,

Marusia, looking down at the floor, answered, “Joseph”

“Who's Joseph?™ T asked.

*Hmmph!" Aunt Maria mumbled. “Whar's that Bapist sending
you gifts for?"

“Aren’t you going to open ir?” Uncle Mitrofan asked, smiling.

*What's a Baptise?” [asked.

Marusia suddenly ripped the package open and pulled out an old
sweater. She had a puzzled, almost hurt look on her face as she lifeed
the sweater up to her chin. Aunt Maria roared with laughter.

“Now that's onc ugly sweater!” she yelled, slapping her knee.

Her eyes glistening with cears, Marusia looked at Aunt Maria
with deep pain and with someching else that I couldn’s quite place

Uncle Mitrofan scond and said, “Maria, scop laughing!™ He
turmed roward Marusia, who was now clutching the sweaser againse
her chese. “Marusia,” he began.

“He loves me!" Marusia muteered, still looking at the floor.

Then she looked up at Uncle Mitrofan, tears streaming down her
cheeks, and with deep conviction in her voice, she shouted, "And 1
love him too!”

Unde stepped toward Marusia, who curned and fled.

“What was that all abour?” T asked.

That evening, Misha told me the rest of the story. Joseph Lokteff
had fiest mer Marusia five years ago. His parents ran a nylon and sock
factory in Gulja. They owned three houses and were much beteer
off than most of the Russians. Joseph hired several of Marusias girl-
friends to do the finish sewing of the toes in the socks. Eventually he
asked Marusta to help and then promptly fell head over heels for her,
Marusia had never had a boyfriend and approached dhis refacionship

with a lictle skepticism. But soon she. too, fell in love with Joseph

l

Our ofF THE FAR CORNERS 117

The problem was with Aunt Maria and some of the church lead-
ers, Joseph actended the Bapust church. Misha then explained thar
there really wasn't much difference between the Baptists and us, the
Pentccostals. The way he saw it, the main difference was how we
prayed and what we believed abour the Holy Spirit. Otherwise our
church services were quite similar, Some of Mishals best friends were
Baprises

“Anyway,” Misha continucd with the story, “according to Aunt
Maria, there was no way thar Marusia conld marry ousside our
charch. Aunt Maria had done everything possible to end Marusia’s
relationship with Joseph.”

I had often heard Aunt Maria scheming with other women about
finding another suitable husband for Marusta. Aunt Maria had even
said things like, "THow can a normal young man ever marry someone
with 2 crippled arm?” Many times Marusia would be sitting in the
next room, listening to all of this, Buc Marusia had the “I'm in love”
look in her eyes, and | nodiced her gerring more and more bold with
Aunt Mara. | couldn’t wait to meet this Joseph.

Misha wanted me to learn a profession, and he persuaded Uncle
and Aune to send me to a cobbler's erade school. It was acevally a
small shoe store owned by a local man who also taughe apprentices
how to make shoes. Ever since Papa died, 1 had wanted 1o leam how
0 make shoes, to be just like Papa, T began my six-month apprentice
ship in July of 1941

Part 3 enters the World War 2 era, when alliances were created, and China
and Russia were vying for territory around where Vanya and his family lived
in Gulja. There is another personal story, however, that takes center stage in
this book. It is the continued saga of Joseph Lokteff, who comes to Mitrofan
to ask for Marusia’s hand in marriage. Mitrofan makes a crushing condition:
Joseph, a Baptist, must marry in a Pentecostal church. Joseph, in a gallant
move, comes a week later in a wagon and steals Marusia away to a Marriage
Registration house, where they are legally married in the eyes of the law.
However, to make it sacred and legal “in the eyes of God” (and the church
community), Joseph and Marusia had a solemn wedding on April 4, 1942, in
Joseph’s house, and the officiating pastor was lonko from the Pentecostal
church.



140 Perer lL1ivyn

were permitted to meet with each other anly in groups. We were told
this would protect us from the cemprarion to sin.

Marusia wanted to become a scamstress and convinced Aunt
Maria to allow her to study ac 3 local shop. I wondered whether chis
had something to do with Joseph, whom 1 had already met several
times. T could cell thar Marusia really liked him, and I fiked him oo,
Joseph was an excelleat musician and an exceptional choir director,
I didn't quite underseand why Aunt Maria didn't like him; I thought
he would make a greac husband for Marusis.

One day Joseph came 1o our house, but instead of wanting to see
Marusia, he asked to speak to Unele Mitrofan, Misha and | crept up
to the doar to hear their conversation.

1. I'would like to . ... 1o speak with you a. . . about Marusia
Joseph stammered.

“Alrighe,” Uncle Mitrofan said.

T love Marusia and would like ro ask you for her hand in mar-
riage,” said Joseph, who suddenly sounded sure of himself and didn't
stammer,

“You would like to marry Marusia?* Uncle Mitrofan questioned.

“Yes, [ would”

“Lwill agree under one condition,” Uncle Mitrofan replied. “That
she not be masried in your church”

“But why?" Joseph sounded shocked and crushed.

Misha and T could hear Uncle pushing his chair away from the
table. The conversatson was over, Misha beckoned me ro follow him
as he rumned and ran outside. We wasched Joseph shuffle away, shoul-
ders drooped and with a puzzled ook on his face.

Several weeks later, we heard Marusia say chat Joseph fell ill and
requested the wedding be postponed, Aunt Maria, emboldened by
this postponement, tried desperately to et Marusia to marry Alex

Qur of THE Fax CORNERS 141

Mahovske. Alex and his parents astended our church, and 1 often saw
himnyvmhmcednp.Akxwuqtdud\onmdpudgyandmn
mmshythnannhAanadnmmdiuvidngAlcxmdhhw-
ents over for dinner, always seating Marusia right next wo Alex. But
Marusia did not like Alex. She would always ask Aunt if Joseph could
come for dinner, but the answer was always the same: "No!”

One day [ overheard Marusia's conversation wich Aunt Maria.

*Because you are just a poor orphan with  crippled hand. That’s
urhymn«dmmarry}\kx.'AuntMaﬁaﬁmd.

“But | don't love him!” Marusia exclaimed.

“What does love have to do with this?” Aunt Maria shouted.
“You live in my house, under my roof. You don't have a choice in this

marte!

“I will not marry Alex.” an emboldened Marusia replicd. “Joseph
will come for me. God told me so”

1 was seunned by Marusia's boldness. And [ didn's have ro wait
oo long to sec the resules.

Less than a week later, Misha met me as [ came bounding through
the door. “Have you heard abour Marusia?” Misha said,

"No: | said expectany.  What happened?”

“She's getting married!” shouted Misha with 2 bag, wide grin on
his face.

“Please don’t say she’s marrying Alex” | rerorted.

“She’s marrying Joscph, her prince, who came and scole het away
on a wagon!”

And our came the story, Since Aunt Maria was no longer allow-
ing Joseph to visit Marusia at our home, one day, aweek or so carlier,
Nadya Vodopyanova bad come for a visit. Aunt Maria dida't suspect
anything and was pot at all concerned when Nadya asked Marusia
to sep outside. Unbeknownst to Aune Maria, Joseph’s friend was
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waiting in a wagon for Marusia. Nadya literally pushed Marusia into
the wagon, and away they rode as fast as possible.

One block from the house, Joseph joined Marusia in the wagon,
and they darted off to the marriage registration office. Within an
hour they were legally registered to get married and had set a date for
their wedding: April 4, 1942.

Marusia married Joseph in a wonderful ceremony held at Joseph’s
house. Aunt Maria did not attend the wedding, though Uncle Mitro-
fan did. Both Misha and I were in the wedding. The couple were mar-
ried by Ionko, the assistant pastor of our Pentecostal church. Then,
two weeks later, on April 25, Misha and Nadya also got married. Sud-
denly I was once again living alone with Uncle and Aunt, but I was

very happy for my older brother and sister.

Russian Gospel Temple Choir Director, Joseph Lokteff
(with wife Maria in Woodburn, OR 1976)



Maria Lokteff (Aug 20, 1919 - Jul 1978) Joseph Lokteff (Sep 20, 1913 - Mar 17, 2003) (89)

Joseph Terentievich Lokteff

Birth 20 Sep 1913 - Chelek, Russia

Death 17 Mar 2003 - Hubbard, Marion County, Oregon, USA

Mother: Tatiana Vasilevnha Ushakov

Father: Tirenti Dimitrivich Lokteff
https://www.myheritage.com/names/joseph_lokteff

Joseph married Pelage "Polya" T Lokteff (born Kravchenko), 1979 - one year after his

first wife Maria died in a car accident.

Joseph T. Lokteff (1913-2003)


https://www.ancientfaces.com/person/maria-lokteff-birth-1919-death-1978/90029698
https://www.ancientfaces.com/person/joseph-t-lokteff-birth-1913-death-2003/90011084
https://www.myheritage.com/names/joseph_lokteff

Addendum:

Joseph Lokteff’s nephew Mike Lokteff
(son of Joseph’s brother Daniel Lokteff)
wrote a book, which might be of

- !

interest to the Lokteff family or to those . RI(V!R OF‘ FAITH

Ooue Autianing Joasr iy 4 Heliom 4

wanting to hear Daniel Lokteff’s story
about his life in China. They came to
California and lived in Bryte (presently
West Sacramento). They attended the
Baptist church.
https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-

Amazing-Journey-
Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y (read
sample)
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Starting his service in the Mission in late 1979 Michael Lokteff made
a very wise declsion, which was inspired from Above. Having a Sound
Recording Studio sthis disposal, Michael put his father, Dantel LoktefT, at the
microphone and he, onten cassettes, told the story of the Lokeeff's family,
beginning from his Russian uncestors tomoving fo America, This s o large
historical layer in history. Atthe end of the 19th Century, moving from the
Tamboy Province of Russia to Kazakhstan, then flesing 1o China, and then
fleeing from China to the Philippines and from
there to the United States.

“River of Faith" isu book that will help many people 1o better understund
and feel the history of the country from which the roots of our genealogies
come; it will belp usto better understand the people who lived there and look
atthe events that our grandfathers and great-grandfathers went through,
This book is also unique in that it was written by representatives of two
generations, Daniel Lokteff and Michael Lokteff. Thanks to radio broadcasts
that were broadcast tothe Repubiics of the USSR for several decades; thanks
wonumerous letters and parcels that were prepared at the Mission office and
then sent beyond the “iron Curtain® - the surname Lokteff became known to
hundreds of thousands of people (n the Fastern half of the globe as well as
the Westem,

Thanks fothis book, we have the oppartunity o get toknow the Lokteff family
better und understaund more deeply where and from what roots Michael drew
strength and inspiration. was his family and refatives, all those with whom
Michal lived and worked, and why serving with Word to Russia Ministry
(WTR) continues. In2022 WTR reached its "Golden Jubilee” Inscrutable are
the ways of the Lord,” we read in Scripture. Ofien this is imcomprebensible at
the beginning of the path, but atthe end, we repeat with King David "My lines
Have passed through beautifil places.” We find the same in the book “River
of Faith," going through experiences, doubts, difficult decisions, ups and
downs, together with the suthor, but inthe finale we see a beautiful mosaic
composed of the Providence of God, which led the entire Lokteff family
through beautiful places.

Executive Director of the "Word 10 Russia” Mission, Viddimir Mysin
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https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-Amazing-Journey-Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y
https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-Amazing-Journey-Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y
https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-Amazing-Journey-Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y

