
PART III 

RUSSIAN GOSPEL TEMPLE 

CHAPTER 9  

Joseph Lokteff, choir director 

 

Russian Gospel Temple Choir 

Russian Gospel Temple Choir 
17th and Potrero 

San Francisco, CA 

First Row: (left to right) Pastor Alex Shevchenko Sr., Peter Ilyin, Lily Soboleff, Raya 
Pustobaeff, Susan Shevchuk, Tava Soboleff, Nida Lokteff, Nellie Krapivkin, Luba 
Pustobaeff, Luba Shevchenko, Vera Brachinoff, Choir Director Joseph Lokteff 

Second Row: Nilla Samosvatoff, Alice Brachinoff, Vera Dubenko, Kathy Prasoloff, Ruth 
Ilyin, Luba Solovieff, (unknown), Tamara Fedoroff, Raya Soboleff, John Iliyn 

Third Row: Alex Riltzeff, Ben Shevchenko, Boris Prasoloff, Alex Shevchenko Jr., Fedor 
Dubenko, Stanley Wigowsky, Alex Shevchuk, Paul Ilyin, Peter Dubenko, Alex 
Souhorukoff, Peter Dumanovsky 

[Note: Maiden names are used for the women.]  

https://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm  

 

http://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm
https://wigowsky.com/images/misc/choir.htm


Title Song, God Eternal 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eysomJNGGLA  

1st Album – God Eternal 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4cDOYMbT10  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eysomJNGGLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4cDOYMbT10


Side 2: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-7WM8rSzDw&t=2s  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11o6J721ZNY  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-7WM8rSzDw&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11o6J721ZNY


3rd album - Children’s Choir 
Side 1: 

\ 

        Side 1:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjAXAsQLFI0  

        Side 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgkhzyxwEvs  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjAXAsQLFI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgkhzyxwEvs


 

4th album - Combined Choirs  
 Side 1 

 

        Side 1:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvJFfxgZycM  

        Side 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GimWyU31wAc  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvJFfxgZycM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GimWyU31wAc


  

  

  



  

  

 

 

 

https://wigowsky.com/RGT/RGT60.htm  

Russian Gospel Temple choir, 60 years anniversary 

https://wigowsky.com/RGT/RGT60.htm


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There is an interesting story about how Joseph and Marusia fell in love and 

got married while living in Gulja, China. The story is told in episodes in Peter 

Iliyn’s book about his father, Vanya Iliyn: “Out of the Far Corners.” Here is a 

photo and several excerpts from the book: 

 

On page 116 in Peter Iliyn’s book, we are introduced to the couple, Joseph 

and Marusia.  

On page 140, Part 3, we find out what happens with the relationship 

between Joseph and Marusia. 



 

Part 3 enters the World War 2 era, when alliances were created, and China 

and Russia were vying for territory around where Vanya and his family lived 

in Gulja. There is another personal story, however, that takes center stage in 

this book. It is the continued saga of Joseph Lokteff, who comes to Mitrofan 

to ask for Marusia’s hand in marriage. Mitrofan makes a crushing condition: 

Joseph, a Baptist, must marry in a Pentecostal church. Joseph, in a gallant 

move, comes a week later in a wagon and steals Marusia away to a Marriage 

Registration house, where they are legally married in the eyes of the law. 

However, to make it sacred and legal “in the eyes of God” (and the church 

community), Joseph and Marusia had a solemn wedding on April 4, 1942, in 

Joseph’s house, and the officiating pastor was Ionko from the Pentecostal 

church. 



 

 



 

 
Russian Gospel Temple Choir Director, Joseph Lokteff 

(with wife Maria in Woodburn, OR 1976) 



Maria Lokteff (Aug 20, 1919 - Jul 1978)     Joseph Lokteff (Sep 20, 1913 - Mar 17, 2003) (89) 

Joseph Terentievich Lokteff 
Birth 20 Sep 1913 - Chelek, Russia 
Death 17 Mar 2003 - Hubbard, Marion County, Oregon, USA 
Mother: Tatiana Vasilevna Ushakov 
Father: Tirenti Dimitrivich Lokteff 
https://www.myheritage.com/names/joseph_lokteff                                            
Joseph married Pelage "Polya" T Lokteff (born Kravchenko), 1979 – one year after his 
first wife Maria died in a car accident. 

  
Joseph, Polya at Joseph’s daughter’s Helen’s wedding 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancientfaces.com/person/maria-lokteff-birth-1919-death-1978/90029698
https://www.ancientfaces.com/person/joseph-t-lokteff-birth-1913-death-2003/90011084
https://www.myheritage.com/names/joseph_lokteff


Addendum: 

Joseph Lokteff’s nephew Mike Lokteff 
(son of Joseph’s brother Daniel Lokteff) 
wrote a book, which might be of 
interest to the Lokteff family or to those 
wanting to hear Daniel Lokteff’s story 
about his life in China. They came to 
California and lived in Bryte (presently 
West Sacramento). They attended the 
Baptist church. 
https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-
Amazing-Journey-
Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y (read 
sample) 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-Amazing-Journey-Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y
https://www.amazon.com/River-Faith-Amazing-Journey-Freedom/dp/B0B9QS2D6Y
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