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Working in conjunction with Alex Shevchuk’s radio ministry was Rev. Paul 
Demetrius.  



 

Russian Gospel Temple (RGT), San Francisco, California In 1950 several 
hundred Russian refugees arrived in San Francisco aboard the General W. 
G. Hann. This group of Christians who had to flee communism, suffered 
severe hardship in their long trek to freedom. They were first driven from 
the Soviet Union for their religious beliefs, later from Turkestan for the 
same reasons. Many of them had good farms and cattle tat were destroyed 
when the Chinese communists drove them from their midst.   
  They traveled by horse, by carts and trucks through bitter cold. In 
order to save the children, they had to put all the clothing on them that they 
could get. Many of the older people could not survive the ordeal and were 
buried on the way.         
 Finally, they arrived in Shanghai. Through Christian friends in 
America, it was made possible for them to be transported to the Philippines 
where they were interned for several years. Sponsors were found for them 



in South America, Australia, and the United States.      
 Most of those that landed here in 1950 still cling together. They have 
found a goal and are now devoting their time to a very worthy project. 
 Paul Demetrus, a former member of the Orthodox church, after his 
conversion dedicated his life to the task of evangelizing his own Slavic 
people. Born in Chicago, he studied for the ministry in Moody Bible Institute 
and after graduating from Central Bible Institute in Springfield, Missouri, he 
made application for missionary work to Russia. He and his wife Ruth were 
sent to a Russian language school in New York City to prepare themselves 
for Foreign missionary service. However, the opportunity to minister 
personally to the Slavic people in Europe was never realized because of 
communistic restrictions.         
 In God’s providence, Christian radio stations were built and the need 
for Russian and Ukrainian programs had to be met. At the same time by 
God’s help, these Russian people immigrated to San Francisco and Bryte, 
California, and were able to furnish the songs and choral numbers for the 
programs.            
 Paul Demetrus uses the facilities of the FAR EAST BROADCASTING 
CO. in Manila, P.I., and THE INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 
ASSOCIATION in Stockholm, Sweden. These programs, which are called 
THE VOICE OF TRUTH, are beamed by these stations into the “iron and 
bamboo curtain” countries. 

https://wigowsky.com/RGT/Demetrus.jpg  
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I discovered an interesting story about Paul Demetrus and his connection 
to the Far East Broadcasting Company (FEBC).  

https://www.worldradiohistory.com/BOOKSHELF-ARH/History/Sky-
Waves-Ledyard-1963.pdf   

 

 

https://www.worldradiohistory.com/BOOKSHELF-ARH/History/Sky-Waves-Ledyard-1963.pdf
https://www.worldradiohistory.com/BOOKSHELF-ARH/History/Sky-Waves-Ledyard-1963.pdf


 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

REVIVALTIME, national radio voice of the Assemblies of God, has been 
heard on the ABC network since December 1953. It has been on the air 
through the facilities of hundreds of independent stations since 1946. 
Originating from the campus of Central Bible Institute, Springfield, 
Missouri, REVIVALTIME is released from 340 stations, 40 of which are 
outside the United States. An estimated 12,000,000 people listen to the 
broadcast each week. https://spiritoldies.com/video/revivaltime-radio-
choir-let-everybody-sing-1961/  
REVIVALTIME’s foreign language associate broadcast is produced in the 
Russian and Ukrainian languages. Produced by Paul Demetrus and known 
as REVIVALTIME’s “Voice of Truth,” the broadcast is heard each week by an 
estimated 6,000,000 individuals behind the iron curtain.    

https://spiritoldies.com/video/revivaltime-radio-choir-let-everybody-sing-1961/
https://spiritoldies.com/video/revivaltime-radio-choir-let-everybody-sing-1961/


 
 
 



 

THE RADIO DEPARTMENT OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD bY 
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by ME Craig · 1964 — processed and then sent to Springfield for answering. "Voice of 
Truth, " a radio broadcast produced by Paul Demetrus,. Assemblies of God missionary, 
is an ... 

https://krex.kstate.edu/bitstream/handle/2097/36022/KSUL0022LD2668T41964C88.p
df?sequence=1  

The Voice of Truth (PaulDemetrus, USA). For more than 30 years, before 
many of the Slavic brethren even thought of ministering to their people via 
radio, Paul Demetrus broadcast in Russian and Ukrainian to Eastern 
Europe. He utilized short wave stations in Malta, Lisbon, etc. 

https://krex.k-state.edu/bitstreams/f299cb51-d3be-4dea-9bf5-
899d88a6222a/download  
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https://pentecostalarchives.org/?a=d&d=PEV19630428-01.1.1&e=-------
en-20--1--img-txIN------------    Pentecostal Evangel, 28 April 1963 

 

https://pentecostalarchives.org/?a=d&d=PEV19630428-01.1.1&e=-------en-20--1--img-txIN------------
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Not long ago many Americans . . .  (read this article above) 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

Journey Of Faith Sacramento: Promised Land 

Many evangelical Russians settled on the American West Coast because of short-wave 
radio shows from California. 

The big star was an Assembly of God pastor from Sacramento named Paul Demetrus. 

His Russian-language show “The Voice of Truth” was taped and mailed to radio stations in 
Korea, Alaska and the Philippines for rebroadcast. 

The faint transmissions were picked up in the Soviet Union, taped and passed on to other 
believers. 

Author Susan Wiley Hardwick says many Russians dreamed of this magic land: 
Sacramento. 

About 16,000 Russian-speaking refugees settled there in the last six years and some of 
those found their way to cities like Spokane. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

https://archive.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/slayings-
put-the-spotlight-on-sacramento39s-ukrain-9517.html  

 Published Aug. 22, 2001 at 12:00 pm 

https://archive.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/slayings-put-the-spotlight-on-sacramento39s-ukrain-9517.html
https://archive.kyivpost.com/article/content/ukraine-politics/slayings-put-the-spotlight-on-sacramento39s-ukrain-9517.html


SACRAMENTO, California, Aug. 21 – During the Cold War, thousands of 
Ukrainians were introduced to America by a voice that came across the 
Pacific Ocean and into their shortwave radios. 

The voice was that of Paul Demetrus, a radio preacher in Sacramento who 
delivered Christianity to a community clinging to its faith in the officially 
atheist Soviet Union. 

When Soviet emigration restrictions were eased in the 1980s, many of 
Demetrus’ listeners joined a flight toward religious freedom and headed 
toward a place they knew: Sacramento. 

There are now 75,000 Ukrainians and Russians living in Sacramento. 

It is a regional influx: Approximately 150,000 Russian and Ukrainian 
immigrants have settled in Sacramento, Portland, Oregon, and Seattle 
since the late 1980s. 

Asked about his influence, Demetrus, now 85, said: «I did it for 40 years, but 
when communism fell, I felt it was no longer necessary.» 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-12-16-mn-500-story.html 

Pentecostals Find Refuge : Sacramento Area Is Home to Burgeoning 
Soviet Christian Population in U.S. 

By RUSSELL CHANDLER 

Dec. 16, 1991 12 AM PT 

• Gaining an average of 10 new families a week, the Russian Pentecostal 
Church is said to be the largest Russian evangelical church outside the 
Soviet Union and the fastest growing of any congregation in the 
Sacramento area. 

• About 1,200 Soviet Baptists pack another two churches here every 
Sunday morning and evening. 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-12-16-mn-500-story.html


• At the Russian Baptist Church in West Sacramento--a small, wooden A-
frame built to hold 300--nearly 500 worshipers crowd the aisles and 
spill into the hall. The married women observe the Russian Baptist 
custom of wearing gauze head scarves during the service, a sign of 
subjection to their husbands. Round-faced children--the girls with huge, 
ruffled bows in their hair--squirm in the front pews. 

• Why have so many Soviet Christians settled in Sacramento? 

• Just as news of the gold strike at Sutter’s Mill 140 years earlier brought 
the rush of ‘49ers here, word of a promised land had spread to Soviet 
homes--via powerful shortwave radio. 

• Thousands of believers who secretly practiced their faith had long been 
listening to preacher Demetrus’ gospel program, “The Voice of Truth.” 
The inspirational messages, begun 36 years ago, are taped in 
Sacramento and broadcast in Russian and Ukrainian across the Soviet 
Union from transmitters outside the country. 

• Other believers had tuned in the shortwave broadcasts of Michael 
Lokteff of West Sacramento, a Soviet emigre who has sent the message 
of his Russian Baptist faith back to his homeland since 1972. 

• “Now it’s relatives, relatives, relatives,” Demetrus said recently, as he 
guided a reporter through a North Sacramento housing development 
where every other apartment seemed to be occupied by a Soviet family 
related to another one several doors away. 

• A popular prophecy also has drawn the evangelicals to the area. 
According to the story, 50 years ago a Soviet religious leader said he had 
had a vision that there would be a short time of freedom when 
persecuted believers could flee to a land of valleys, rivers and trees. The 
prophecy warned that a repression worse than that of past regimes 
would follow. 

 

TIMES RELIGION WRITER 



SACRAMENTO — It all began three years ago in a makeshift church in the 
back yard of Vladimir and Nadezhda Kuzmenko, who had just moved to 
this Central Valley city with their eight young children. 

The congregation of 35 quickly outgrew the Kuzmenkos’ covered patio, 
then relocated to a rented building that held 180. Soon, the faithful--all 
Pentecostal Christians from the Soviet Union--were praying for an even 
larger space. 

“People were spilling over to the stairs and sidewalk,” said the Rev. Paul 
Demetrus, 75, the unofficial patriarch of the burgeoning Soviet 
community. 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article2606753.html 

Sacramento’s Slavic community celebrates 25th anniversary of arrival in 
United States 

 By Stephen Magagnini - smagagnini@sacbee.com  

August 14, 2014 7:06 PM  

Sacramento’s Slavic community, the nation’s largest, is celebrating its 
25th anniversary in the United States this weekend with three days of 
prayer, song, documentaries and testimonials. The Slavic International 
Pastors’ Association, a coalition of Baptist and Pentecostal churches 
headquartered in the Sacramento region, is sponsoring the three-day event 
at Bethany Slavic Missionary Church at 9880 Jackson Rd., the largest Slavic 
Pentecostal congregation in the United States.     
 A quarter century ago, several thousand Slavic refugees left the 
former Soviet Union – many with Jewish visas – and settled in a refugee 
camp in Rome, where some met Pope John Paul II. Most weren’t Jewish; 
they were evangelicals who had suffered decades of persecution under the 
atheist communist regime, which tore down places of worship and banned 
organized religion. They were granted religious refugee status during the 
Reagan administration and with the help of Capital Christian Center began 
arriving in Sacramento in 1989.        

https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/article2606753.html
mailto:smagagnini@sacbee.com


 Many had heard of Sacramento for years from Paul Demetrus, a 
Slavic pastor in Jackson broadcasting on Radio Free Europe, which aired as 
many as 50 of Demetrus’ programs a year to the former Soviet Union.  
 The 25th Anniversary Celebration entitled “America Is Our New 
Home, Our Final Destination” reflects on the sometimes-difficult 
assimilation process of refugees from Ukraine, Russia, Moldova, Belarus 
and other Soviet republics. “This is the time to honor every Slavic 
immigrant who fled persecution under communism to become American 
citizens who can vote in elections and enjoy a justice system where all are 
equal under the law,” said Florin Ciuriuc, director of the Slavic Community 
Center. “These individuals took a big risk and were not afraid to face the 
unknown. They traveled with big families to a land of opportunities, a land 
of freedom, a land where the American people showed their generosity and 
welcomed more than 3.4 million people that left the former Soviet Union.”  
They now number more than 60,000, according to U.S. census data. Slavic 
leaders put the number far higher – around 100,000 – because members 
have such large families.           



 

 

 

 



 

 

Paul Demetrus graduated from Central Bible College in 1942 and pastored in Wisc. 
and N.H. He attended Russian Language School in New York at the request of 
Foreign Missions Department of the Assemblies of God in 1945. He pastored 
Russian churches in Pontiac, Mich., and then in Philadelphia, Pa., where he 
sponsored over 200 refugees to come over after World War II. He served as 
Secretary of the Russian Branch of the Assemblies of God in 1947 and became a 
General Presbyter for the branch.        
 In 1951, he began Russian radio programs which were aired throughout the 
Philadelphia area. In 1955, he moved to San Francisco, Calif., to pastor the Russian 
Full Gospel Church and to provide radio programs for the Far East Broadcasting 
Company in Manila. In 1956, he went into full time radio ministry, adding many other 
stations that broadcast into Russia. He continued in this ministry, developing 
several different types of programs, (most popular were the children's programs), 



averaging 200 half hour programs per month.      
 He retired in 1980 but continued the programs until 1995. In 1989, he 
volunteered to help build churches in the Ukraine and to assist the thousands of 
immigrants that arrived in the Sacramento area, many of whom had been listening 
to his broadcasts in the Soviet Union. In 1991, he helped to create the Russian 
Ukrainian Bible Institute (RUBI), which continues to flourish with students in the 
former Soviet Union. He was preceded in death by his wife, Ruth.    
 He is survived by his sister, Gladys Loeffler; three daughters, Karin 
Rothenbusch, Judy Tate and Margaret Grant; three sons, David, Paul and Peter; 
fourteen grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.      
 Funeral services will be held Saturday, March 8, in Maranatha Village Chapel, 
233 E. Norton Rd., Springfield, Mo., at 11 a.m. Visitation will be in the chapel prior 
to the funeral from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent 
to Assembly of God DFM, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, MO 65802. Please 
memo for RUBI, Acct. # 250716 (42).  
(SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER, March 5, 2008) 
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