
Chapter 1  

     In order to lay the groundwork for this historical project, I was forced to look back across the 

annals of time and space to the entire Christian era, which is recorded in the sacred scriptures 

known collectively as the Bible (especially the New Testament). Such a perspective included 

scriptural knowledge of Christ’s teachings (especially the Sermon on the Mount), and a 
rudimentary understanding of Church history (especially the Russian Orthodox and the 
Protestant branches of Christianity).  

      As a Bible scholar, having attended Bethany Bible College, I was well versed in the doctrines 

of the Christian religion.  Furthermore, I enjoyed reading literature from English, America and 

Russian authors.  One Russian author stood out for me during my college years – Leo Tolstoy.  

His world-renowned “War and Peace” and other works ignited an interest in his stirring plots and 

historical depictions.  However, it was only later that I learned that Tolstoy had also devoted his 

later years to writing about religious subjects and spiritual truths.  One of the books – My Religion, 

What I Believe – actually summed up his quest for understanding all the nuances of the Christian 

religion that surrounded him in Russia.  The other book – The Kingdom of God is Within You --- 

was an excursion into the concept of the Golden Rule and the pacifist commandment given by 

Christ: “Resist not evil.”  Non-violence seemed to be the main reason I was a Christian, for I had 

learned from my father that being a conscientious objector (i.e. being a Christian pacifist and 

opposed to killing, in war or in civilian life) was a serious commandment instituted by Christ when 

he stated, “Lay down the sword, for he who kills by the sword shall die by the sword.”  My father 

had been persecuted for his evangelical belief that killing was wrong, and he was put in jail in the 

Soviet Union because he refused to kill for the state.   

      What I discovered during my upbringing in a Christian home and in Christian churches was 

that there appeared to be one absolute moral law in the universe: “Thou shalt not kill.”  What that 

meant in Christian circles was another matter, as I discovered.  Throughout my historical analysis 

and research of the Christian churches that I became familiar with during my life, I learned that 

various churches taught different versions of that moral law, which seemed to me to be a simple 

truth.  The reason I am starting this historical project with the spiritual work published by a world-

famous author named Leo Tolstoy is because I think that the thinking of the Christian movements 

that sprung up in Imperial Russia and in the former Soviet Union came from the minds of people 

like Tolstoy who were conscientiously thinking about what Christianity meant to them.  People like 

Ivan Voronaev, who became a pioneer and leader for many evangelicals (Baptists and 

Pentecostals), were instrumental in laying down their weapons, leaving the army, and refusing to 

kill because they actually believed that was what Jesus wanted them to do to be his disciples.  I 

will discuss Ivan Voronaev’s exemplary life and work in the next chapter.  My father and many 

others in this historical work followed the Christian path that Voronaev followed.  I will share their 

life and work, also. 

In this chapter, I start by examining what Leo Tolstoy himself said and wrote about Christianity. 

This will lay the groundwork for what follows.  Here are excerpts from his spiritual works: 

 



 

Amazon has all three books.  Each book has a “free sample” to read.  Here are Excerpts: 

(1) "A Confession" by Leo Tolstoy is a deeply personal and philosophical exploration of 
one man's existential crisis and spiritual awakening. In this profound work, Tolstoy 
candidly reflects on his own struggles with faith, morality, and the meaning of life. As 
one of the greatest novelists of all time grapples with his own doubts and 
uncertainties, he takes readers on a journey of introspection and soul-searching. 
Written with raw honesty and profound insight, "A Confession" offers a powerful 
meditation on the nature of existence and the quest for inner peace. Tolstoy's 
timeless reflections continue to resonate with readers, inviting them to confront their 
own deepest questions about faith, doubt, and the human condition. 

 



 

(2) ‘My Religion’ carries on from where ‘A Confession’ left off. Describing himself as a 
former nihilist, Tolstoy develops his attack on the church he has left. He accuses 
them of hiding the true meaning of Jesus, which is to be found in the Sermon on the 
Mount; and most clearly, in the call not to resist evil. For Tolstoy, it is this command 
which has been most damaged by ecclesiastical interpretation. ‘Not everyone,’ he 
writes, ‘is able to understand the mysteries of dogmatics, homilectics, liturgics, 
hermeneutics, apologetics; but everyone is able and ought to understand what Christ 
said to the millions of simple and ignorant people who have lived and are living today.’ 
Here is Tolstoy’s religion; and non-violence is at its heart. 

 



 

(3) “The Kingdom of God is Within You” -- This culmination of Tolstoy’s three decades of 
contemplation presents a unique societal structure based on a Christian 
interpretation centered on universal love. 
Inspired by Luke 17:21, the book explores nonviolent resistance, pivotal for Tolstoyan 
followers of nonviolence and Christian anarchism. Tolstoy discusses the principle of 
nonviolent resistance in response to violence, asserting that Jesus Christ’s directive 
to “turn the other cheek” means renouncing all forms of violence, including self-
defense and revenge. 



 



 
The rest of the “free sample” can be found here: 
https://www.amazon.com/Kingdom-God-Within-You/dp/1537188488/  

https://www.amazon.com/Kingdom-God-Within-You/dp/1537188488/


https://www.gutenberg.org/files/27189/27189-h/27189-h.htm  

In 1904, at the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese war, Tolstoy began his essay “Bethink 
Yourselves!” with a frustrated cry for peace: “Again war. Again suffering, necessary to 
nobody, utterly uncalled for.” He deplores “states arming themselves against each other and 
ready to break out into wars”, and of “so-called civilised humanity” being carried towards 
“certain destruction”. With the development of nuclear weapons and a readiness to use 
them, certain destruction for masses of people, if not for the entire species, is now more 
likely than ever. 

To support his main argument for non-resistance to violence, he drew from his own secular 
translation and interpretation of the Gospels— which he lays out most fully in his book The 
Kingdom of God is Within You. Although he draws on the Gospels, Tolstoy rejected traditional 
supernatural beliefs in the divinity of Christ and eternal life after death, as well as miracles, 
icons, and pageantry. But he still uses the term “God”, and in the essay refers to pacifism as 
part of a “religious consciousness”. 

He interprets “the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15) to mean there is a “Higher Will” 
acting on and through us. 

He is also indebted to the Gospels for a moral language that will give effect to a pacifist life. 
He draws in particular from the teachings in The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). In 
“Bethink Yourselves!” he describes the teaching to treat others as we would like them to treat 
us as an “incontestable principle”, and he fully endorses the requirements to show love to 
our enemies, not hate, and to pray for those who persecute us. In The Kingdom of God is 
Within You he recognises that to live up to the tenets of Christian ethics is a huge challenge, 
especially to turn the other cheek and show love to an aggressor, and also to look to our own 
faults first and not judge others. 

....................Two thousand years ago John the Baptist and then Jesus said to men: The time 
is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand; (μετανοεῖτε) bethink yourselves and believe in 
the Gospel (Mark i. 15); and if you do not bethink yourselves you will all perish (Luke xiii. 
5).....proposed by Jesus—that every man bethink himself, and ask himself, who is he, why he 
lives, and what he should and should not do.....not that religion which consists in belief in 
dogmas, in the fulfilment of rites which afford a pleasant diversion, consolation, stimulant, 
but that religion which establishes the relation of man to the All, to God, and, therefore, gives 
a general higher direction to all human activity, and without which people stand on the plane 
of animals and even lower than they. 

But if it be true that the salvation of mankind from brutalization and self-destruction lies only 
in the establishment amongst men of that true religion which demands that we should love 
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our neighbor and serve him (with which it is impossible to disagree), then every war, every 
hour of war, and my participation in it, only renders more difficult and distant the realization 
of this only possible salvation. ............To love the yellow people, whom we call our foes, 
means, not to teach them under the name of Christianity absurd superstitions about the fall 
of man, redemption, resurrection, etc., not to teach them the art of deceiving and killing 
others, but to teach them justice, unselfishness, compassion, love—and that not by words, 
but by the example of our own good life..............Only such people realizing the Kingdom of 
God in themselves, in their souls, will establish, without directly aiming at this purpose, that 
external Kingdom of God which every human soul is longing for......The evil from which the 
men of the Christian world suffer is that they have temporarily lost religion.......Is it not 
evident that, if there be a salvation from this position, it is only one: that one which Jesus 
teaches?—“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness (that which is within 
you), and all the rest—i.e. 



 

 


