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VETERANS PAGE  -- “Those Who Served”   (“Thank you for your Service!”) 

Today is Veterans Day!  November 11th (of every year) 

Following is my tribute to all veterans (including me) -- the pictures are of the 
Vietnam Memorial that I visited at the State Capitol in Sacramento, California. 

1. I'm standing on the map of Vietnam that is embedded into the concrete at 
the entrance to the Vietnam Memorial, which is located at the eastern end of the 
Capitol Mall.  
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2. The bronze soldier reflects on his tour of duty in Vietnam. 
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3. I served as a medical corpsman (medic) because of my status as a 
"conscientious objector" (I believe you can serve your country without bearing 
arms, i.e. killing)  
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4. Those soldiers who took up arms and served on the front lines were usually 
referred to as "grunts."  
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5. Those soldiers who were caught in battle and were forced to become POWs 
(Prisoner of War) are honored in this section of the memorial.  
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6. Other aspects of the Armed Services.  
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7. Here I sit at the plaque that explains the monument: 

Dedication  
The people of the State of California  

dedicate this monument to the memory  
of those Californians who died, or remain  

missing, in the  
Vietnam War  

1959-1975  
and in doing so, Honor all the men  

and women who served during that war.  
ALL GAVE SOME  
SOME GAVE ALL  
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8. Saddest moment for me was finding the name of a childhood friend who 
perished in the war: SSgt.(Staff Sergeant) Fedoroff, Alexander, 23, USA  

 

 
Tribute to a friend (from George Washington High School, SF) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Veterans_Memorial  
http://www.nps.gov/vive/index.htm 

  
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/15785/ALEXANDER-FEDOROFF  

ALEXANDER FEDOROFF  
Date of Casualty: Feb 20, 1968  
Wall Panel / Line: 40E / 38  
Date of Birth: Apr 2, 1944  
Home Town: SAN FRANCISCO Home State: CA  
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/search/results#sthash.MTzkgLmK.dpuf 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_Veterans_Memorial
http://www.nps.gov/vive/index.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/15785/ALEXANDER-FEDOROFF
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/15785/ALEXANDER-FEDOROFF
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/search/results#sthash.MTzkgLmK.dpuf
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/15785/ALEXANDER-FEDOROFF
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Hi fellow-veterans [George Washington High School, SF, Class of 1963],  

Sheldon Wong and I are collecting bits and pieces of GW63 classmates stories.  I am 
helping by doing a separate web page just for Vietnam Vets and others who served.   
I posted the following on the GWHS Class of Spring '63 Facebook page: 

Vietnam Veterans (VFW, Veterans of Foreign Wars) and others who served their 
country (or knew about them) are invited to talk about their experiences -- and if you 
don't mind, I'd like to devote a page to "those who served" (including pictures and 
comments, experiences, etc.).  

Please contribute your stories by either posting them on the Facebook page (GWHS 
Class of Spring'63), or send them to my email and I'll post them on a special pages 
devoted to "Those Who Served." 

Thanks, 

Paul J. Wigowsky 

From: Sheldon Wong, January 31, 2014 

The ones that I know of are as follows. 
  
Fred Antonio 
Augie Billones 
Luther Jordan 
Bob Evjenth 
Guy Sherman 
Sergie Lialin 
Sheldon Merchant 
Alex Krikoriantz 
Ed Magnusen 
  
I'm sure that there may be more. These are just the ones that I know of. Some of the 
guys were in the Navy and may not have been In Country. There are others as well that 
served, but they did not go over to Vietnam. 
 
Paul, 
Unfortunately, pretty much all my activity then was classified and still is, so I can't talk 
about it.  I graduated from the US Naval Academy in 1968 and was a submarine officer, 
so I never actually set foot "in country".  I appreciate your efforts on this.  
Thanks,  Auggie  
P.S. You can try Tom Jacobus (West Point) and Ron Blum (USAF Academy).  I don't 
know whether Bob Hurley ended up in uniform or not. 
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Sheldon Wong Our class is lucky in the sense that all of those that went over made 
it back, but a couple might of died early on maybe due to Agent Orange or something 
else related to the war. 
 

 Jack Rhine I have AO damage, but have been dealing with it. I was on a ship in 
the South China Sea, but the stuff was in the air and in the food chain. Very bad stuff. 
Vietnamese civilians have suffered badly from it. 
 
Paul J. Wigowsky Jack, that sad chapter in my life is something that I've tried to put 
behind me on numerous occasions. It still haunts me -- especially the loss of over 
53,000 young men. ("Only the Good die young"). 
 

 
Jack Rhine Unfortunately, it was a sad chapter in many lives, not only the 53,000 lost, 
but the walking wounded who still live among us. I am one of them, not one of the 
psychological wounded, but one of the physically wounded due to agent orange. I am 
one of the luckier ones. 
 
 
Calling all Veterans – those who service on land and sea during (or after) the “Vietnam 
Campaign.”  Either those who served Stateside or In-Country, or if you were lucky – in 
Germany or other places around the world.  I am in the process of putting together a 
Vietnam Veterans  page of GW63 classmates.  So far, Sheldon has provided me a list 
of names he knows were in the service during that era.  I have received one response.  
I am looking for short memorable moments or reminiscences about that time in our 
lives.  I hope those who served will give a moment’s time to write something.  Lessons 
learned can be shared so that we can all profit from the experience of that “conflict” that 
changed our lives and our generation. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/sheldon.wong.39
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/paul.wigowsky
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/sheldon.wong.39
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
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A Vietnam War memorial in Canby, Oregon.  I took a picture of this medical helicopter 
because I worked as a medic in the 27th MASH (Mobile Army Surgical Hospital) unit in 
Chu Lai (south of Da Nang) in the northern part of South Vietnam.  I used to greet these 
helicopters with a gurney, and I wheeled the wounded soldiers into the emergency 
room, where I worked together with doctors and nurses to save and “patch-up” the 
wounded. 
 

 Basically, when I enlisted, I was sucked in by the Domino Theory and thought that 
we had to fight for peace. I got very disillusioned after learning what was happening on 
the ground and even more so when I learned what some of our military went through 
and the drug use that was rampant to forget some of the horrible scenes that they 
witnessed. Being aboard ship, I did not see these things first hand. The way that many 
veterans were treated after the war was abhorrent. Fortunately my time in the service 
did not hurt my job prospects, but for many it did. 
 

 I really appreciate your sharing your experience. Can I quote your comments? 
Jack, I cried for the soldiers that were lost. I saw hundreds come through the 
emergency room where I worked to save lives with the doctors and nurses. The "Horror" 
of it all was exemplified for me in the movie "Platoon" that I saw when I returned from 
the war. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/paul.wigowsky
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Yes, you can take whatever you can glean from my postings and this tirade to 
piece together something for the veterans website. If you could let me see it first, I 
would appreciate it. 
 

 Thanks, Jack. I will run it past you first. After all, I will also be using most of my 
comments, too. At least maybe the two of us will be able to communicate the "travesty" 
of war and the suffering that it causes soldiers and their families. 

I hope so. Military action from Viet Nam on seems to be such a waste of human life 
and money that could be used elsewhere to improve human life. 
 

 It's amazing, but I had fantastic slide shows that I showed to friends and family 
after I returned. Some of the pictures depicted the horrors and the injuries (amputations, 
etc.) that the soldiers suffered. Some of the pictures were of my pleasant R&R's that I 
had in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Thailand. However, I threw them all away -- after I got 
married and had kids. I didn't want my kids to see what war was all about. 
 

 Don't blame you for getting rid of that stuff. It wasn't so up close and personal for 
me but I had a good sense of what was going on in country. 
 

 
Larry Bradley Sr. Most of my time was spent in the ROTC classrooms or rifle range 
down stairs 

  
Paul J. Wigowsky @Larry, did you eventually go to Vietnam? I always thought that 
was why they had ROTC on campus. 

  
Larry Bradley Sr. I was a member of the drill team, we marched in several parades 
downtown SF. After school I joined the Marine Core, went to Viet Nam where I 
turned 18. After the service, settled in San Jose, got married 46 years ago, 3 kids, 5 
grand sons, later we still getting along. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003255574028&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003255574028&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/paul.wigowsky
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/paul.wigowsky
https://www.facebook.com/jack.rhine
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10204166304424918&set=p.10204166304424918&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003255574028&fref=ufi
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Paul J. Wigowsky @Larry, I served as a medical corpsman in Chu Lai from 1970-71. 
Sounds like you were In 'Nam after President Kennedy sent "advisers" in '63. Where 
were you stationed? 

  
Larry Bradley Sr. I was stationed just outside DA-NANG from Sept. 1964 to Oct. 
1965. 

  
Paul J. Wigowsky @Larry, I took several trips to DaNang (in helicopters to transport 
wounded soldiers to the hospital there). My most memorable trip was in 1970 to see 
the "Bob Hope Show," with Bob Hope bringing Neal Armstrong, Lola Folana, and the 
Golddiggers group. 

 

Noah Griffin 

Over the years I've been blessed to lift my voice in song for my native city. Whether it 
was at the 100th anniversary of the Cable Cars, the rededication of Lotta's Fountain, the 
Opening of BART, the 100th anniversary of the 1906 Earthquake, the opening of the 
then PacBell Park, or the 75th anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge. Today I've been 
asked to sing the National Anthem and read Archibald MacLeish's poem "Young Dead 
Soldiers Do Not Speak" at the groundbreaking for the Veterans Memorial. It was 
planned for many years to grace the area between the Opera House and Herbst 
Theatre. Today at noon the first shovel of ground is turned to make it a reality! 
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-young-dead-soldiers-do-not-speak/  
The young dead soldiers do not speak.   
Nevertheless, they are heard in the still houses:   
who has not heard them?   
They have a silence that speaks for them at night   
and when the clock counts.   
They say: We were young. We have died.   
Remember us.   
They say: We have done what we could   
but until it is finished it is not done.   
They say: We have given our lives but until it is finished   
no one can know what our lives gave.   
They say: Our deaths are not ours: they are yours,   
they will mean what you make them.   
They say: Whether our lives and our deaths were for   
peace and a new hope or for nothing we cannot say,   
it is you who must say this.   
We leave you our deaths. Give them their meaning.   
We were young, they say. We have died; remember us.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003255574028&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-young-dead-soldiers-do-not-speak/
https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003255574028&fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/pauljwigowsky?fref=ufi
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THE BEST VIETNAM WAR MUSIC PLAYLIST ON YOUTUBE  

 40:13 THE BEST VIETNAM WAR MUSIC PLAYLIST ON 
YOUTUBE  

 http://youtu.be/TGm_vWuzlig 

Number One Hits Of The Vietnam War Era (1960-75)  
http://youtu.be/RuNp9VMoq-Q 
 

29:08 Vietnam Era Music Medley ( 18 Songs & Pics From The 
Vietnam Era) by Craigsmed  

 http://youtu.be/oryAN_e9Lso?list=RDRuNp9VMoq-Q  

18 Greatest Songs from the Vietnam Era, Eve Of Destruction, We Gotta Get Out 
Of This Place, For What It's Worth, Spirit In The Sky, In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida, 
Sunshine of Your Love, Mama Told Me Not To Come, Honky Tonk Woman, Hair, 
War, Hello I Love You, 

Vietnam Veterans Memorials - Vietnam Veterans Home Page 

www.vietvet.org/vietmems.htm  
This Gallery contains pictures, stories, and information about Memorials to Vietnam 
Veterans in the United States and elsewhere. 
 
http://www.vietvet.org/vietmems.htm 

Vietnam Veterans Memorials Around The World  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGm_vWuzlig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGm_vWuzlig
http://youtu.be/TGm_vWuzlig
http://youtu.be/RuNp9VMoq-Q
http://youtu.be/oryAN_e9Lso?list=RDRuNp9VMoq-Q
http://www.vietvet.org/vietmems.htm
http://www.vietvet.org/vietmems.htm
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This Gallery contains pictures, stories, and information about Memorials to Vietnam 
Veterans in the United States and elsewhere. 
 
http://www.vietvet.org/thewall.htm 

"The Wall"    The National Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 

This gallery contains pictures and stories of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. Known simply as "The Wall," this monument is one of the most 
visited sites in the city of Washington. 

http://warriorsremembered.com/ 

It mattered not what politicians argued. 
It mattered not what history would reveal. 

We had no expectation but to serve where duty 
called us. 

We asked for no reward except a nation’s thanks. 
Warriors Remembered 

WARRIORS REMEMBERED is a 240-page, 11½” x 
11½” hard cover photo documentary of Vietnam 
Veterans Memorials from all 50 states with stories of 
their significant features, locations and the 
motivation and struggle faced by those who built 
them. It highlights 100 memorials and their creators, 
and shares some of each memorial’s subtle details.  

  

http://www.vietvet.org/thewall.htm
http://warriorsremembered.com/
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Good Morning Vietnam The Original Motion Picture Soundtrack FULL ALBUM [vinyl] 
http://youtu.be/KfApRzyFiGQ   
 

Side A  
Adrien Cronauer 0:11  
Nowhere to run - martha and the vandellas 02:18  
Get Around The Beach Boys 5:10  
Game Of Love - Wayne Fontana & The Mindbenders 07:20  
Adrien Cronauer 09:26  
Sugar And Spice - The Searchers 09:42  
Adrien Cronauer 11:57   
Liar, Liar - The Castaways12:45  
The Warmth Of The Sun- The Beach Boys 14:37  
Side B 17:23  
Adrien Cronauer 17:34  
I Got You(I Fell Good) - James Brown 18:07   
Adrien Cronauer 20:52  
Baby Please Don`t Go - Them 21:01  
Adrien Cronauer 23:39  
Danger Heartbreak Dead Ahead - Marvelettes 24:13  
Five O`Clock World - The Vogues 26:42  
California Sun The Rivieras 29:00  
Adrien Cronauer 31:23  
What A Wonderful World - Louis Armstrong 32:43  
 
All songs feature comedy introductions by Robin Williams. All comedy segments have 
separate track numbers and do not overlap the music.Good Morning Vietnam was a 
comedy drama starring Robin Williams as an American Army DJ in Vietnam. 
Appropriately the soundtrack is filled with oldies -- from Louis Armstrong's 'What a 
Wonderful World' and Martha & the Vandellas' 'Nowhere to Run' to the Rivieras' 
'California Sun' and James Brown's 'I Got You (I Feel Good)' -- punctuated by Williams' 
manic comic routines. Some listeners will find the routines a bit tedious but it's a 
thoroughly entertaining and well-paced collection of oldies that manages to evoke the 
mid-'60s quite well. 

http://youtu.be/YUkk_j-7jIM 

Robin Williams - Good Morning Vietnam Humorous clips.wmv 
 
http://youtu.be/NXq0cgiTWpM 
Vietnam War Documentary - Best Video Ever of War Documentaries 
  

http://youtu.be/KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfApRzyFiGQ
http://youtu.be/YUkk_j-7jIM
http://youtu.be/NXq0cgiTWpM
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      VIETNAM ERA VETERANS MEMORIAL IN CANBY, OREGON 

 
The center plaza of the park forms the “Shou” symbol (“long life”). In the middle of the 
“Shou” symbol, as on the side of the Huey, is a red cross (medical symbol). 

 
Statue of combat medic with sign: “A Hero’s Prayer”  This bronze statue embodies the 
drama, heroism, compassion and the humanity of the war experience. 
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Bronze bell with sign:  TIN TUONG TRONG SU HOA BINH, which is a Vietnamese 
inscription meaning “Believe in Peace.” 

 
I was a medical corpsman in Vietnam.  I, too, helped save many lives. 
http://www.vietnameramemorial.org/  
 

http://www.vietnameramemorial.org/
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This medical helicopter (“Huey”) is nicknamed “Little Orphan Annie.”  Most of the time, I 
met the helicopter at the helipad beside the 27th Surgical Hospital (MASH) at Chu Lai, 
South Vietnam.  I would wheel wounded soldiers into the emergency room, where I 
worked alongside doctors and nurses to save the soldiers arriving from the battlefield. 

 
Sign:  “A Nation which forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten”  - Calvin Coolidge 
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