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NEWS 

American cellist Paul Tobias has died 
The soloist and educator was known for his commitment to commissioning new 

works 
Wednesday, 28 May 2014 

      

   (George Washington High School, San Francisco, Class of 1963) 

American cellist Paul Tobias died at the age of 68 on 6 May from injuries 

sustained in a fall. A prolific performer and educator, Tobias appeared as a 

soloist with the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic and San 

Francisco Symphony, lectured at Harvard University and for the New York 

Philharmonic, and served on the faculties of the New England Conservatory, San 

Francisco Conservatory, University of California at Berkeley, Manhattan School 

of Music, and Mannes College The New School for Music. 

Tobias was founding artistic director of New Heritage Music, an organization 

launched in 1998 to foster new American compositions. He spoke about the 

project in The Strad’s November 2001 issue: ‘We are doing something new at 

New Heritage Music. We commission new pieces to commemorate people, 

events and themes, using history. There has never been a systematic approach 

that had an educational, historical, social and musical component going together 

in quite this way. Using the link to history New Heritage provides a theme for 

marketers at the orchestras who are so paralyzed with fear over new music. This 

gives them something that can attract audiences.’ 
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Tobias’s playing can be heard on ‘The American Cello’, an album recorded with 

the Virginia Symphony under JoAnn Falletta for Albany Records in 2004. The 

disc features two New Heritage Music commissions – Chen Yi’s Eleanor’s Gift 

and Behzad Ranjbaran’s Thomas Jefferson – alongside Barber’s Cello Concerto. 

He is survived by his former wife Elizabeth, a pianist, and their three children. 

Photo: Christian Steiner 

 Robert Jesselson · Follow · Carolina Distinguished Professor at University of South Carolina                    

So sad to see this. Paul was one of the first guest artists/clinicians for the SC Cello Choir around 1983, and I still 

remember his performance of the 6th Suite there. 

o Martha Brons · Works at Studio cello teacher                                                                                             

One of the best of our cello clinicians. 
o Paul Buyer                                                                                                                                                               

Oh my gosh, I remember playing in the Greenville Symphony when he performed the Dvorak... It was quite an 

experience. Outstanding cellist. 

 Erich Graf · Juilliard                                                                                                                                                

Played with him in the Aeolian Chamber Players. Great cellist 

o Phillip Nones · Thunderbird School of Global Management                                                                       

Very sorry to read this news. Mr. Tobias' recording of the Behzad Ranjbaran Cello Concerto is amazing. It's great that 

you had an opportunity to play with him, Erich. 

 Gregor Babica · Robert Schumann Hochschule Düsseldorf                                                                           
Very sad to hear about the loss of my former teacher. He was such a remarkable person and cellist. He had such a 
great gift when he taught and held cello classes at Mannes College The New School For Music. His unswerving 
commitment for music and 'shaking the tree' (i.e. his teaching) will continue to be an endless source of inspiration. 
THANK YOU PAUL. We'll miss you. R.I.P. 

 David Schepps · Cellist at Grand Teton Music Festival               

Remarkable cellist and man. Sad news. 
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Cellist Paul Tobias Dead at 68 
American musician championed new works 
By Greg Cahill posted May 30, 2014 

 

Cellist and educator Paul Tobias passed away on May 6 in New York City, 

after sustaining injuries in a fall. He was 68 years old. 

Tobias was the founding artistic director of New Heritage Music, which 

commissioned new, American compositions to commemorate historical and 

social movements. 

He performed as a soloist with the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles 

Philharmonic, and San Francisco Symphony. 

His premieres included concerti by Krzysztof Penderecki, Chen Yi (1999), 

David Ott (2000), Behzad Ranjbaran (2001), and Peter Schickele (2001). 

His teachers included Gregor Piatigorsky, Zara Nelson, Leonard Rose, and Margaret 

Rowell. 

A beloved educator, Tobias lectured at Harvard University and the New 

York Philharmonic, and served on the faculties of the New England 

Conservatory, San Francisco Conservatory, University of California at 

Berkeley, Manhattan School of Music, and Mannes College the New 

School for Music. 

In 1995, he was awarded the Distinguished University Teaching Award 

from Mannes College. 

Tobias also was the author of articles for Strings, American String Teacher, Journal of 

the Conductors' Guild, and the Strad. 
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The American Cello 

Paul Tobias 

October 31, 2006 | Format: MP3 

   5 customer reviews 

 
$6.93 

Also available in CD format:  

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0001XA

Q8M/ref=dm_ws_ps_cdp?ie=UTF8&s=music  
 
 
YouTube:  http://youtu.be/wBzZAmEU6Os 
BEHZAD RANJBARAN: Cello Concerto: 
Movement III, 'Allegro Vivace' 
 

 
http://www.allmusic.com/album/the-american-cello-mw0001388169  
 

By J Scott Morrison HALL OF FAMETOP 100 REVIEWERVINE VOICE  on May 6, 

2004 

Format: Audio CD 

Paul Tobias is one of our best cellists, JoAnn Falletta one of our best conductors, and 

the Virginia Symphony, on the basis of this CD as well as a recent one featuring music 

of John Powell, lead me to believe that it is a near-the-top American orchestra. Add to 

that the three disparate but equally fine cello concerti by Samuel Barber, Chen Yi and 

Behzad Ranjbaran, and you have the makings of a terrific disc. And that's what it is, for 

sure. I was entranced from start to finish.  

The Barber Cello Concerto is probably the least played of his 'Big Three' concerti, the 

others being the Piano Concerto made so familiar by John Browning's championing it all 

over the world, and the Violin Concerto which is fairly frequently performed. I've never 

heard the Cello Concerto in concert, but for many years I've owned the recording made 

by a favorite cellist of mine, Zara Nelsova, with an orchestra conducted by the 

composer himself. But it's an old recording and its age is showing. There are recordings 

featuring cellists Ralph Kirshbaum, Wendy Warner and the ubiquitous Yo-Yo Ma (with 

David Zinman accompanying) but I don't know any of them. Tobias, though, certainly 

makes a wonderful case for this arch-romantic concerto, nurturing the long lyrical lines, 

particularly in the delicious Andante sostenuto second movement, and putting forth the 

dramatic moments in both outer movements with passion and technical skill in equal 

measure. I've listened to this performance half a dozen times now and it has not palled. 

 

 

By Classic Music Lover on February 7, 2014 

Format: Audio CD 
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This is a fine-quality recording of three concertante works featuring cellist Paul Tobias, 

with JoAnn Falletta conducting the Virginia Symphony. The performances are uniformly 

excellent -- very polished -- and one could easily mistake the orchestra for one of 

America's majors, not a regional one.  

 

Of the three works on the album, the Barber has had quite a few fine recordings over 

the years, and while this is a good entry, I don't consider it distinctively better. The Chen 

Yi piece is not to my liking; some may appreciate its spikey style and "Molotov Cocktail 

moments," but it's not at all appealing to me (just my personal taste, here -- not an 

indictment of the music).  

 

For me, the real gem is the premiere recording of the Cello Concerto by Iranian-

American composer Behzad Ranjbaran. Simply put, this is the most impressive 

contermporary cello concerto I've heard in years. What's special about the music is that 

it's fresh, interesting, and tuneful without being "derivative." There is a "programme" to 

the music for those who find that sort of thing interesting and insightful, but I find that 

this concerto is best enjoyed purely on its own musical merits, apart from any story line.  

 

My favorite instrument of the orchestra is the cello, and so I've sought out as many 

concerti as I can. I have a handful of favorites (about a half-dozen). This Ranjbaran 

composition comes very close to being in that rarefied set. I would hope that this 

premiere recording might get other cellists interested in performing this piece as well.  

 

This disk is a must-have for all lovers of cello music -- as well as for anyone interested 

in contemporary compositions that are rooted in tonality and also feature colorful 

orchestration. If you're like me, you'll listen only rarely to the Barber and Chen Yi, but 

will return again and again to the exciting, inventive Ranjbaran concerto. For this reason 

alone, I give this CD a 5-star rating. Kudos to all the performers -- and to Albany 

Records for bringing this music before the public. 
  



http://www.zoominfo.com/p/Paul-Tobias/46339122 

Mr. Paul Tobias  
Artistic Director of New Heritage... 

 
Pasadena Symphony 2000 - 2001  
www.sgvmedia.com, 25 May 2014 [cached] 
Paul Tobias, cellist 
Originally from Washington, D.C., Paul Tobias has distinguished himself as a first-rank 
American cellist with critical accolades for his innovation and rich musical lineage. While 
the San Francisco Chronicle praises him as a "fired-up, brilliant cellist in the romantic 
tradition of Casals," and the Boston Globe welcomes "a superb exemplar of…the new 
virtuosity," the New York Times calls Mr. Tobias "master of the instrument and the 
music…inflected with the intensity and subtlety of a great singer. In addition to 
performances with the New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic and San 
Francisco Symphony, Mr. Tobias has lectured at Harvard University and UC 
Berkeley. He currently serves on the faculty of the Manhattan School of Music. Mr. 
Tobias also serves as Artistic Director of New Heritage Music, an organization which is 

dedicated to fostering new compositions that commemorate people, events and themes 
central to American history. 
A Breaking News Article about the Syracuse Symphony Orchestra  
www.syracusesymphony.org, 17 Mar 2001 [cached] 
SYRACUSE – The Syracuse Symphony Orchestra will feature cellist Paul Tobias in 
the tenth pair of Classics concerts on Friday , March 30 and Saturday , March 31 , 2001 
at 8 : 00 pm in the Crouse-Hinds Concert Theater of the John H. Mulroy Civic Center. 
... 
Mr. Tobias replaces cellist Wendy Warner , originally scheduled for this weekend's 
concerts , who is suffering from a hand injury. 
... 
Mr. Tobias has been praised as a fired-up , brilliant cellist ( San Francisco Chronicle ) , 
a master of the instrument and the music ( New York Times ) and a superb exemplar of 
the new virtuosity ( Boston Globe ).He brings a crisp articulation and lightness of touch 

to the Old World cello style , playing the great masterworks of the literature. He has 
performed with such prominent orchestras as the New York and Los Angeles 
Philharmonics and the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra , and as soloist in Avery 
Fisher and Carnegie Hall , Boston's Symphony Hall , and the Kennedy Center. 
He serves as Artistic Director of the New Heritage Music Foundation , dedicated to 
fostering new compositions that commemorate historical events , themes and great 
leaders. He has served on the faculty of the New England Conservatory of Music and 
the University of California at Berkeley , and is currently on the faculty of 
the Manhattan School of Music.He lives in New York City and northeastern 
Pennsylvania with his wife , Elizabeth , a concert pianist , and their three children. 
Paul Tobias is the acknowledged master of Samuel Barber's Cello Concerto. 
... 
Mr. Tobias has written several articles concerning the piece for professional journals 
and major magazines , and is credited by cellists everywhere with the revival of this long 
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under-appreciated but magnificent score , through his outstanding interpretation and 
presentation of this work. 
Peter Schickele  
www.aecdfw.com, 14 Mar 2009 [cached] 
His recent premieres include the Concerto for Cello and Orchestra "In Memoriam 
F.D.R.;" performed by Paul Tobiaswith the Pasadena Symphony under Jorge Mester; 

the New Century Suite, a concerto for saxophone quartet and orchestra, commissioned 
by the New Century Saxophone Quartet and premiered by them with the North Carolina 
Symphony; the New Goldberg Variations for cello and piano, performed by Yo Yo Ma 
and Emanuel Ax; the Symphony No. 1 "Songlines," premiered by the National 
Symphony under Leonard Slatkin, and since performed across the country by 
orchestras including the New York Philharmonic and the Cleveland Orchestra; the 

String Quartet No. 5 "A Year in the Country," given by the Audubon Quartet; the 
Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra, written for the ProMusica Chamber Orchestra in 

Columbus, Ohio; the Concerto for Chamber Orchestra, performed at the OK Mozart 
Festival with Ransom Wilson conducting; the Quintet No. 2 for Piano and Strings, 
performed by the Lark Quartet with the co 
Peter Schickele Bio  
www.schickele.com, 20 Jan 2008 [cached] 
His recent premieres include Concerto for Viola and Orchestra, with Danielle Farina and 
the Pasadena Symphony under Jorge Mester; Music for Orcas Island, for the 2007 
Orcas Island Chamber Music Festival; Symphony No. 2 "The Sweet Season," 
premiered by the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra under Stefan Sanderling; Concerto for 
Cello and Orchestra "In Memoriam F.D.R.;" performed by Paul Tobiaswith 
the Pasadena Symphony under Jorge Mester; New Century Suite, a concerto for 
saxophone quartet and orchestra, commissioned by the New Century Saxophone 
Quartet and premiered by them with the North Carolina Symphony; New Goldberg 
Variations for cello and piano, performed by Yo-Yo Ma and Emanuel Ax; Symphony No. 
1 "Songlines," premiered by the National Symphony under Leonard Slatkin, and since 
performed across the country by orchestras including the New York Philharmonic and 

the Cleveland Orchestra; Blue Set No. 1, a jazz string quartet commissioned by the 
Greene Quartet and recorded on the Virgin lab 
Insights 
www.pasadenasymphony.org [cached] 
His recent premieres include the Concerto for Cello and Orchestra" In Memoriam 
F.D.R.," performed by Paul Tobias with The Pasadena Symphony under Jorge 

Mester. 
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http://www.cellist.nl/database/showcellist.asp?id=2336 
Paul Tobias 

Cellist type: teacher 
Teacher 

Performing fields: solo, 
chamber 

solo, chamber  

(ex)teacher(s): 
Gregor Piatigorsky 

Leonard Rose 

Margaret Rowell 
Zara Nelsova 

student(s): 
In Hwa Lee 
Julia Lichten 

TING-CHI HUNG 

 
Recipient of Distinguished University Teaching Award from 
Mannes College in 1995. Solo appearances with New York 
Philharmonic and Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, and San Francisco 

Symphonies. Premieres include concerti by Krzysztof 
Penderecki, Chen Yi (1999), David Ott (2000), Behzad 
Ranjbaran (2001), and Peter Schickele (2001). Appearances on 
CBC, CBS, and PBS. Chamber music performances at Aspen and 
Marlboro Festivals. Author of articles for American String 
Teacher, Journal of the Conductors' Guild, Strings, and Strad. 
Editor of premiere publication of autographed version of 
Tchaikovsky's Variations on a Rococo Theme (Kalmus, 1998). 
Artistic director of New Heritage Music. Lecturer in music at 
Harvard University and for New York Philharmonic. Former 
faculty, New England Conservatory, Rutgers University, San 
Francisco Conservatory, and University of California at Berkeley. 
Cello faculty, Mannes College The New School for Music, since 
1973. 
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From Class of Spring 1963 (George Washington High School, San Francisco) 
 
Sheldon Wong 

July 31 at 4:45pm · Vancouver, WA 

Just got a note from Susan Wilson that she saw the obit for Paul Tobias who died from a fall in May. 
Paul was a classmate of ours and a noted classical musician. 
http://www.thestrad.com/latest/news/american-cellist-paul-tobias-has-died 

American cellist Paul Tobias has died 
American cellist Paul Tobias died at the age of 68 on 6 May from injuries sustained in a fall. A prolific performer and 

educator, Tobias appeared as a soloist with the New York Philharmonic, Los... 
THESTRAD.COM|BY NEWSQUEST SPECIALIST MEDIA 

 

 Seen by 23 

Carol Malcolm, Darlene Puertolas and Carol Arklind like this. 

  

Brenda Crider Rip Paul! 

  

  
Carol Malcolm I remember Paul from GWHS. He was a nice person and bright. Nice to know he had a 

successful and noted career in classical music. Unfortunate it is that we did not find out until he was unable to tell 

his life story to us in his own words. I'm sure he contributed much to the world of music, and from the few 

comments I read, it sounds like he was a very well-liked and respected man. 

  

  
Rosie Cerbatos Lamoreaux I'm sorry we didn't get to know him as an adult. RIP Paul. 

  

  
Leslie Armstrong Wow, RIP Paul. Thanks Susan and Sheldon for sharing a part of his story. 

  

  
Sheldon Wong I was just wondering with Susan about how many other of our classmates have passed and we 

have no way of finding out except by accident. It sounds like when Paul finally landed in NYC, he rarely ever 

made it back out here. We literally have classmates living all over the world. 

  

  
Ellen Boyers Kwatnoski He played at the Phillips Collection here in DC decades ago. I made a point to go. He 

was a lovely person and musician who seemed to have fulfilled the promise he had at GWHS. 

  

  
Carol Malcolm @Ellen, when we were at GWHS, did you know that Paul played cello? I never knew. 
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Judy Graham Fajardin We had/have so many accomplished people that went to our school. I never knew that 

about Paul, to bad tho would loved to have gone and heard him. RIP Paul 

  
Ellen Boyers Kwatnoski Carol Malcolm, I did know. He played in All City Orchestra with Susan Wilson, and 

somehow I knew he'd gone to Julliard in NYC, but I never connected with him when I lived in NY in the 70s. Wish 

I had now... 

  

  
Sheldon Wong I wonder if Teddi Skipitares knew Paul as both are long time New Yorkers. Do we have any 

other classmates who live in the area? I know that Guy Sherman is in CT. 

  

  
Sheldon Wong Just snooping around the internet, I also found that another one of our classmates, Loren 

Redmond, also passed away from cancer in June. He was also in the music world. 

  

  
Carol Malcolm Oh, my. This is so sad! I went to the senior prom with Loren. I even called him before the 41st 

reunion to see if he might consider attending. 

  

  
Sheldon Wong @ Carol. I did call him about a year before the 50th, and got his wife who said that he was 

battling cancer then. It didn't sound too good when I did talk to her, and I just left it at that. 

  

  
Rosie Cerbatos Lamoreaux I didn't know Paul or Loren, but I'm very sorry to hear we've lost them. RIP 

 

 Paul J. Wigowsky I hope to do a posthumous "Life Story" in honor of Paul Tobias. 
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