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 ACTOR BIO 

Noah Griffin’s vast range of experience uniquely qualifies him to speak on a wide range of 

topics. Educated at Harvard Law, Yale and Fisk University in History he’s been the recipient of 

two Fellowships: CORO Foundation Public Affairs and Phelps-Stokes History Fellowship. He 

has spent 35 years in government, politics, media and journalism. In those capacities he served 

on statewide staff in two Presidential Campaigns, as an administrative aide to Dianne Feinstein 

and Press Secretary to San Francisco Mayor Frank Jordan. He served as Director of Public 

Affairs at Charles Schwab Company and was Public Information Officer at San Francisco City 

College under Chancellor Evan Dobelle. 

His media background includes five years as a popular Talk Show Host on KGO Radio in San 

Francisco. Public Affairs Director at KSFO/KYA radio where he also did Morning Drive. He 

was an on air Disc Jockey at the old KFOG in San Francisco and WJIB in Boston. He produced 

and hosted weekly interview shows on K-101 and KFRC radio. Griffin hosted Public Affairs 

Interview Program on San Francisco TV Stations KMPT Channel 32 and KTSF Channel 26. 

In journalism, Noah Griffin writes for the Marin IJ. He wrote for 5 years for the Hearst Examiner 

and was nationally syndicated with Scripps Howard. In that capacity he appeared twice on the 

PBS News hour with Jim Lehrer. He has been featured in the Boston Globe, the NAACP Crisis 

Magazine, the San Francisco Chronicle, The San Jose Mercury News, The Saint Petersburg 

Times, and Jet Magazine. He’s appeared on CNN, CBS Sunday Morning and Talk of the Nation. 

He has been written about and or covered in the New York Times Magazine, the Wall Street 

Journal and San Francisco Magazine. 
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Noah Griffin has been hosted by the Nations of Great Britain, Nassau, Japan, Brazil, and Taiwan. 

He has met six United States Presidents and several World Leaders, from all of whom he has 

been fortunate to learn. 

Noah Griffin has worked with George Lucas. Griffin also worked alongside the late Bernie 

Averbuch to establish the Court of Historical Review and Appeals in which capacity he brought 

Anna Hauptman to San Francisco to retry the Lindbergh Kidnapping Case in a moot court 

setting. He’s dined with Lauren Bacall, shared the stage with Nat Cole, Leontyne Price, and 

Johnny Ray.  He has interviewed notables from Gore Vidal, Louis L’Amour, Milton Berle, 

Peggy Lee, John Huston, Paul Henried, Howard Koch, the Smothers Brothers, Cesar Chavez 

Peter, Paul and Mary. He’s opened in song parody for the Capitol Steps. He’s been blessed to 

have counted William Warfield, George Shearing and Eddie Fisher among his musical admirers. 

California Historian Kevin Starr has praised the work he has done on the documentary on the 

Golden Gate Bridge. He wrote the preface for the book on “Who Killed Martin Luther King”, is 

cited in 10 books and is a student of the Kennedy Assassination. He is a published poet and has 

committed more than 50 poems to memory. He has written and recorded the official ballad of the 

Golden Gate Bridge and the College of Marin Anthem. 

He’s taught at the University of San Francisco, City College of San Francisco, served on 

numerous Boards and City Commissions and is the recipient of many awards and certificates. Of 

all his accomplishments he is proudest of his faith, his 12 step work and his wonderful wife, 

Meredith and his five children Noah III, Mark, Taylor, Alex and Kate. 

 MUSIC BIO 

Beginning with the San Francisco Boy’s Chorus at the age of 7, Noah has shared the stage with 

Paul Robeson, Leontyne Price and Nat Cole. As his solo career advanced, he sang with Duke 

Ellington and has appeared in New York, Boston, London, Rome and Paris as well as a 6 month 

run at the Fairmont Hotel. Most recently he starred in A Tribute to Nat Cole. 

Noah, since the age of 7, has delighted audiences with his marvelous voice. From 1953 to 1958 

he sang as a soloist with the San Francisco Boy’s Chorus under the direction of the late Madi 

Bacon, Noah had the privilege of performing in Carmen, Boris Gudenov, Turandot and soloing 

in La Boheme with the San Francisco Cosmopolitan Opera Company. The Boy’s performed at 

the 1956 Republican convention in San Francisco sharing the stage with Nat Cole and Johnny 

Ray. Leontyne Price and Paul Robeson were two of the legends with whom the Boy’s also 

combined. 

In the late 50′s Noah helped formed a Rock group called the Kings covering Ricky Nelson’s 

“Lonesome Town” on a USO recording which went overseas to our troops stationed in Europe. 

By 1960 he was off on his own singing at various local venues, teen dances and school rallies. 

He began study with the respected Judy Davis. The highlight of his high school career was 

winning a coveted opportunity to audition at the world renowned “hungri i’ nightclub . It was 

also during those years he was signed to a minor record label and performed on the bill with the 

“Shirelles”. College years at Fisk University began more intense voice study under James Van 

Lowe and association with the Fisk University Choir and the famed Jubilee Singers. It was 



during this time that the choir sang with Eugene Ormandy and the Philadelphia Philharmonic and 

was the choir selected to do Porgy and Bess with the Nashville Symphony where Noah had a 

solo. 

While attending Harvard Law, Noah resumed his singing career performing regularly in and 

around the Boston area at the “Point After”, the “Ramada Inn on the Charles” and various other 

venues. It was during that period he was selected to solo with Duke Ellington in his Boston debut 

of his “Sacred Concert”. Returning to San Francisco Noah was a regular at the “Sea Witch”, 

“Cobb’s Pub”, the “Plantation Inn”, “Roland’s” the “Forbidden City” and other night spots. For 

ten years Noah was the soloist for the Walt Tolleson Big Band. In addition to his singing Noah 

was a talk Show host for many years on KGO radio as well as a television personality and wrote 

a syndicated print columnist for the Hearst Examiner. A favorite at Giants Games Noah along 

with collaborator Bob Voss wrote the opening day song for the Giants at then Pac Bell Park. The 

two collaborated for the dreamy anthem and official Ballad of the Golden Gate Bridge now 

poised for re-release in time for the Bridge’s 70th anniversary this May.This version is produced 

by former Motown producer and writer Michael B. Sutton. Noah and Bob collaborated on a 

highly popular Christmas CD with two original songs Noah wrote for the production which merit 

annual local airplay. 

Eddie Fisher has called him a “great singer” and George Shearing “loves his work”. 

© 2013 Noah Griffin  
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Artist Highlight - Noah Griffin  

by Edie Okamoto  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

Noah Griffin  

"They see the possibility of a black president as natural as Tiger Woods winning the Masters" 

Noah Griffin (talking about his children)  

Noah Griffin, a highly-regarded Bay Area singer, has been enchanting audiences since the age of 7 when he 

performed with the San Francisco Boy’s Chorus.  His talent was appreciated by such greats as Paul Robeson, 

Leantyde Price, Johnny Ray and Nat King Cole with whom he shared the stage. He performed with the Eugene 

Ormandy and the Philadelphia Philharmonic, Fisk University Choir and the famed Jubilee Singers, they performed 

Porgy and Bess with the Nashville Symphony where Noah had a solo.  

As a soloist Noah Griffin performed with Duke Ellington, Shirelles, Kings and he performed in Carmen, Boris 

Gudenov, Turandot and soloing in La Boheme with the San Francisco Cosmopolitan Opera Company. Noah Griffin 

was chosen to solo with Duke Ellington in his Boston debut of his "Sacred Concert".  

After graduating from Harvard Law School in Boston, Noah Griffin returned to the San Francisco Bay Area where he 

has lived ever since. While raising his children Noah Griffin had an illustrious career as a syndicated newspaper 

columnist, radio talk show host, singer and songwriter.  

Noah Griffin regularly performs in San Francisco, New York, Boston, London, Rome and Paris.  Noah Griffin’ 

Tribute to Cole Porter took the world by storm and he regularly sells out at such classical venues like Birdland in 

NY. Now Noah Griffin brings Nat King Cole alive with his popular tribute. 

Nat Tonight Dear!  

A Tribute to NAT KING COLE performance by Noah Griffin will arrive in San Francisco on Friday April 11, 
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2008 8PM at the University Club, 800 Powell Street, San Francisco, CA 94108  

Noah Griffin pays tribute to Nat King Cole, an unforgettable talent. Come together with your loved ones, friends or 

on your own to honor the wonderful love songs of the King. April 11, 2008 8PM.  

 
Nat King Cole  

Nat King Cole was one of the earliest and most famous black cross-over artists who gained a huge national and 

international following with such popular songs as “Mona Lisa,” “When I Fall In Love”, “Unforgettable”, “Too 

Young” “Straighten Up and Fly Right”, and “Pretend”.  Nat King Cole broke through major racial barriers in the 

entertainment industry as the first black American to have his own national radio show and the first black American 

to have his own television show. In 1946, Nat started doing a radio show every week. He would play for half an hour 

on Saturday afternoon, from whatever town he was doing concerts in. The radio show lasted for 4 years. Nat also 

appeared in quite a few movies. The best known of these is St Louis Blues in which he played the role of the jazz 

composer W.C. Handy. He was one of the first people to make records with Capitol Records. He eventually appeared 

in a film about himself called The Nat King Cole Story. He appeared in the Ed Sullivan Show and performed in Las 

Vegas. He sold over 50 million records. He passed away at a very young age in 1965. 

San Francisco audiences are privileged to be the first to enjoy Noah Griffin’s next classic performance of his “Tribute 

Series”.  He will premiere his new “Nat Tonight Dear!  Tribute to Nat King Cole” on April 11, 2008 at 8pm at  the 

University Club, 800 Powell Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 For Directions Call: 415.781.0900. 

                                         

Eddie Fisher has called Noah Griffin a "great singer" and George Shearing "loves his work".   Reserve your seats and 

buy your tickets now!   Buy tickets by calling 415.384-0256 now.  Admission is $40.00 per person.  

Learn more about Noah Griffin by visiting the following links. 

www.noahgriffin.com 

http://www.myspace.com/noahgriffinfriends   (bad link – songs don’t play) 
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The Cole Porter Society 

       

The warp speed with which we whip through the winding whirlwinds of musical change scarcely 

gives pause to reflect on what has come before to appreciate its value and values. 

My father, born before the turn of the last century, once mused: in his day a well written 

Broadway ballad or Tin Pan Alley tune would stay popular for a year. You heard them only in 

vaudeville houses, on nickelodeons or at sing-along’s to sheet music gatherings around the parlor 

piano. They wouldn’t be worn out in constant radio rotation, let alone massive MTV exposure, or 

through instant iPod access.  

Later in the 50’s musical tastes expanded yet you could still hear a wide range of songs. Think 

Elvis, Frank Sinatra or Ferrante and Teicher all on the same top 40 chart.  

What happened?  

Musical tastes shifted; which is to be expected. But instead of assimilating what went before as 

the foundation for and as a part of who we are now, it was as if nothing came before. 

Two of my children had private primary school educations. They were the only ones in their 

classes familiar with Broadway musicals, the songs and who wrote them.  

Our children, our nation and our heritage deserves better.  

Cole Porter represents the height of the foundational generation who built the platform on which 

we stand. Failing to have a basic understanding of who he was and what he contributed to our 

cultural and musical landscape leaves us all the poorer indeed.  

When my older children, now in their 30’s, were growing up I made them listen to the nationally 

http://www.noahgriffin.com/


syndicated disc jockey Sid Mark and Frank Sinatra on Saturday nights. I told them 20 years from 

now you’re not going to be able to say: “Sweetheart, their playing our rap.”  

They could… but it would be terribly limiting.  

The Cole Porter Society will be taking his music into schools and universities working with the 

Music Departments to expand their student’s knowledgeable breadth so that his role in our 

musical history will not be lost. So they too can have a lyrical vocabulary beyond: “Baby, Baby, 

Baby, I’ve got the feelin’”.  

If the definition of a standard is a song which can be dressed up, properly attired and taken to any 

decade, then the elegance of a Cole Porter rendering is like a Cary Grant suit…..timeless. I study 

a Cole Porter lyric because he not only brings sophistication and wit to his composition, but a 

sense of melodic yearning and passion unmatched in very few song writers of today. Combine 

this with the impish and mischievous humor, alternatively naughty and wicked, you’ve got the 

essence of who the real Cole Porter is and will always remain.  

Help me share the life, legacy and cultural enrichment that the Cole Porter Society seeks to 

transmit to the younger generation. We believe it is needed in our modern times. 

Our Cole Porter Society is being formed to ensure the musical literacy and cultural heritage of 

one of America’s foremost composers and lyricists is passed on to this and to future generations. 

Listen to Noah singing “Let’s Do It” 
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The song in his heart won hers 

Published 4:00 am, Sunday, December 28, 2008  

  

Noah Griffin and Meredith Browning Griffin are photographed on the couch in their 
Tiburon, Calif., home on Friday, Dec. 12, 2008. Photo: Kim Komenich, The Chronicle  

 Single? Nursing a broken heart? OK, fine. But don't stay home on New Year's Eve. There are 

amazing, fabulous, smart, gorgeous, single people out there and ... This Could Happen to You: 

On the crest of 2006, Meredith Browning, now 65 and then 33 years single, was expecting to 

share the evening with a date, but he was unexpectedly delayed by bad weather. Undaunted, she 

ventured out to Paradise Bay, a Sausalito restaurant, where she had tickets for drinks and a show. 

Coincidentally, Noah Griffin, now 62, was also flying solo. Separated after a long marriage, he 

had been set up on a blind date that had also fallen through. When the two spotted each other, 

they were intrigued. Meredith wondered about the Harry Belafonte look-alike, and Noah was 

drawn to Meredith, who he thought had a touch of Uma Thurman.  

Mutual friends made the introduction and conversation flowed. Midchat, Noah excused himself, 

and Meredith was surprised to see him take the microphone. An accomplished singer, Noah had 

a sexy voice that soon prompted her to leave her seat and deliver a kiss while he was still 

onstage. Noah, for his part, worried that the young-looking Meredith wouldn't be interested in 

someone as old as himself. "He didn't know I was older than he was," says Meredith. "I told him 

he was my 'boy toy.' Besides, I felt 16 again." 

The two hooked up for a party the next day. Noah, whose career has ranged from press secretary 

for then-San Francisco Mayor Frank Jordan to law editor, journalist, radio personality and 

campaign manager for national and local elections, was impressed by the breadth of Meredith's 

library: biography, philosophy and history. "She was as brilliant a person as I'd ever met," he 

says. "And beautiful." 
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Neither had thought of marriage: Meredith, who had a career in advertising, had been a single 

mother since her daughter was only a year old. Yet, several weeks into their courtship, Noah 

suffered a stroke. He didn't know what was wrong at the time, though he phoned Meredith to let 

her know something was wrong. Thankfully, she scanned the Internet and, having made a 

diagnosis, sped him to the hospital. 

"This man I like very much is not going to die in my car," she thought. Ten days later, they knew 

they would marry, and they did in Las Vegas in 2006. They are going on their deferred 

honeymoon next month, when they will take the train to the presidential inauguration. 

Noah, with the support of his new wife, is now doing exactly what he loves: writing, lecturing on 

subjects ranging from the Harlem Renaissance to Lincoln and the Gettysburg Address, and 

singing. He recently was asked to the State Department to perform an original song written for a 

peace organization. Now when he sings, he says the songs have more meaning. "Some enchanted 

evening ..." he trails off. 

"Like that New Year's Eve," Meredith says, "that I met my husband." 

  



http://www.marinij.com/opinion/ci_10173948           
Noah Griffin: An engaging lunch with Hillary 
By Noah Griffin 
Posted:   08/12/2008 12:03:25 AM PDT 
 
'I SAW YOU LAST NIGHT and got that old feeling." OK, Sammy Fain, even though the lyrics to 
your 1938 standard are 70 years old, they still describe the feeling I got attending lunch with 
Sen. Hillary Clinton recently.  

Hosted on the 51st floor of the Bank of America Building by real estate magnate and long-time 

Democratic stalwart Walter Shorenstein, and organized by Bolinas resident and Democratic 

fundraiser Cindy Testa McCullagh, the other 40 people in attendance may not have known of my 

internal conflict.  

My staunch defense of Hillary and her husband over the years was sorely tested in the daunting 

Democratic primary. Charges and countercharges stemming from the novel pitting of gender and 

race left me numb and nostalgic for the old Hillary I first met 16 years ago and thought I knew. 

A one-on-one, 45- minute interview at the Fairmont Hotel in August 1992 prior to the Bill's 

November election and subsequent brief encounter with her in the White House left me with a 

positive impression that would withstand any scurrilous "Republican attack-machine 

allegations." 

However, in the heat of 2008's bruising battle, race trumped gender. I became super-sensitive to 

any real or imagined slight toward Barack Obama coming from his main primary opponent and 

her husband. But the true mark of any professional in politics, an arena in which I've dabbled for 

nearly 40 years, is the ability of a former "foe" to forgive, forget and fall in line when the vote is 

in. As Dick Tuck, Democratic Party humorist on the losing end of a race, once quipped: "The 

people have spoken, the bastards," implying it was time to move on. 

At this recent luncheon, Hillary Clinton was charming, gracious and engaging. She exhibited that 

encyclopedic grasp of the issues that first attracted me to her 16 years ago. She deftly handled 

questions that, in some instances, showed a hesitancy of certain of her followers to close ranks 

and accept the party nominee. 

Early on in her remarks, she enjoined the gathered to help her get Barack Obama elected 

president. She did so on the basis that only with a Democrat in the White House would the 

principles she stands for, such as universal health care, have a chance of being enacted into law. 

When it came my turn to ask a question, I prefaced my query by referencing Doris Kearns 

Goodwin's work on Abraham Lincoln, "Team of Rivals," where she cites Lincoln's ability to 

overcome any lingering enmity by appointing former primary challenger Salmon Chase to his 

cabinet as Secretary of the Treasury and then to the Supreme Court.  

Would she accept an appointment to the high court should Obama win?  

http://www.marinij.com/opinion/ci_10173948


She pointed out her natural inclination to speak publicly on issues - something Supreme Court 

justices rarely do - as a reason to be disinclined to consider the possibility. But she didn't totally 

rule it out.  

Although, she did say the next president would likely have two to three appointments and the 

Democrats would be wise to follow the Republican lead by appointing justices with potential 30- 

to 40-year tenure on the bench. She also would encourage the next president to look outside the 

judiciary to bring that added diversity of perspective to the court. 

At the luncheon's close, I reminded her that 16 years ago, in answer to a question about her 

future, she said she would be able to go only as far as history would allow, based on the path of 

former first ladies.  

I couldn't help but tell her: "You've re-made that history." 

Noah Griffin of Tiburon is a public affairs consultant and a former public member of the IJ's 

editorial board. 
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http://vimeo.com/34684258                
Noah Griffin Actor's Montage 
 
http://vimeo.com/36982473               
Love Letter, from Noah Griffin  (to his wife Meredith) 
 
http://vimeo.com/36979566                        
Artists's Journey with Noah Griffin (autobiographical) 
 
http://vimeo.com/36978282              
Dish Soap Starring Noah Griffin (vaudeville – Charlie chaplin style) 
 
http://vimeo.com/34863455  (4:52)                  
"Memories of Tomorrow" starring Noah Griffin 
from Noah Griffin  

“Memories of Tomorrow,“ a short film by Joslyn Rose Lyons starring Noah Griffin and 

featuring Ayanna Makalani encapsulates the heartbreaking moments between a father and 

daughter confronting the formers’ descent into dementia.  

Arthur, the father, played by Griffin is clearly in his own world writing poetry, blissfully 

unaware of and unwilling to acknowledge his own diminished capacity , not remembering his 

wife’s death or his daughter’s weekly Sunday visit. Brought back to the reality of and the reason 

for her presence, he quickly retreats to the poem he’s been working on hoping it will ground him 

and focus his daughter, Melody played by Makalani, on his present reality. Undeterred in the 

purpose of her visit, Melody calmly and firmly, but not without emotion states her reasons as to 

why her father, now a widower, can no longer function on his own. Arthur, as if trying to 

persuade himself, feebly protests he’s: “Just fine”. Frightened, disoriented and not wanting to 

face what he has just heard, he rises from the dining room table where they are seated to call for 

his wife Regina to come downstairs to greet their daughter. She is not there. Melody gently leads 

him back to the table and to the present. The only music of Arthur’s life is poetry. He starts to 

read his verse to his daughter in a simultaneous effort to calm himself and comfort her but can’t 

get passed the title which is divulged for the first time. He repeats it twice as if to faintly 

acknowledge some illogic: “Memories of Tomorrow….Memories of Tomorrow.” Griffin and 

Makalani work well together in telling a story whose universal themes leave few families 

untouched. The emotions are real and convincing. The unspoken communication between the 

two beautifully captured, reminds us the ink isn’t dry on human speech. When important feelings 

are conveyed the words often get in the way. But here, in “Memories of Tomorrow”, the sparse 

but carefully scripted dialogue brings words and emotions together in a seamless weave of acting 

and cinematic artistry. 

http://vimeo.com/34463890   (self-promotion for speaking engagements) 
www.noahgriffinspeaks.com   Noah Griffin SPEAKS 2012 
 
http://vimeo.com/34463666             
Noah Griffin - "Lush Life" Music Video  (3:37) 
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Noah Griffin - "Lush Life" Music Video Featuring Faith Garcia 

The Lush Life  

It’s hard to believe Billy Strayhorn, nicknamed “Strays” according to jazz archivist Sonny 

Buxton, could even approach writing such a masterpiece as Lush Life in his late teens, but there 

it is -- a tribute to seeing life through the alcoholic lense of jaded experiences and “women with 

faces washed away by too many through the day 12 o’clocktails.”  

Unrequited love, if not forgotten, will consign the singer of this song to some “small dive”, 

where he’ll “be while he rots with the rest of those whose lives are lonely too.”  

I lived this song. In my late teens the walls of my college dorm boasted a poster of a world weary 

Humphrey Bogart playing Rick Blaine in Casablanca—face puffed, eyes half-shut, shirt open, 

seated with a drink in front of him waiting for Illsa, so he could fault her for his liquid demise. I 

too sought the pain of the world to provide me the excuse to self-medication with booze until I 

was 32. Sober now in my 34th year of alcohol abstinence this is a song I can relate to like no 

other. Fortunately its memory is in the past. 

http://vimeo.com/34463568             
Noah Griffin performs "IF" - Written by Rudyard Kipling (1:46) 

Noah Griffin performs "IF"   

poem written in 1895 by British Nobel laureate Rudyard Kipling. 

The lost art of recitation recalls to many the time honored assignments of English teachers 

requiring a certain poem be memorized and shared in front of the class which may or may not be 

the origin of word recital. In my case I had two teachers of poetry, my father and my middle 

school English, Latin and homeroom teacher, Mary Francis Cunningham. Both prized poetry and 

valued its memorization. They seemingly, but without a knowing conspiracy, combined in my 

8th grade year to have me memorize Rudyard Kipling’s “If”.  

My father read it to me in response to my asking: “When I would be a man?” My English teacher 

assigned it the same year to be memorized, which placed it indelibly in my mind, memory and 

consciousness. 

One rainy vacation when my older boys Noah and Mark were close to my “age of Kipling”, I 

challenged them to memorize the same poem along with others in a contest. With subsequent 

poems I memorized I had them test me. They always made me start from the beginning with any 

minor error. Unbeknownst to them, further implanting each recited poem in their own minds. 

If you find this poem recited with any meaning to which you can relate, know that it is as dear to 

me now as it was then and just as elusive in its goals. It is the ever receding mirage of the 

impossible dream of manly achievement keeping it fresh and ever green. 

http://vimeo.com/31890170 (7:31)             
Noah Griffin Life Force 
 
Presenting “Awakening the Life Force within” by Noah Griffin (narrator, autobiographica) 

I spent 35 years in government with a sideline in politics and media, but it was the wrong career 

for me. That is not what I started out to do in life. Up to the age of 12 I thought I would be a 

http://vimeo.com/34463568
http://vimeo.com/31890170


minister, from 12 to age 19 I thought I wanted to be a singer and 5 years ago...I had a stroke, 

which totally paralyzed my left side. I married the woman that saved my life. She asked me what 

I wanted to do with my life...and she said, ‘why don't you do it!’. I dropped 55 pounds and I’d 

already stopped drinking. and. Now, I have been singing for the last 5 years. I have enjoyed 

myself now more than I ever have in my entire life. I'm now writing, I'm lecturing, I'm acting, 

and I'm an inspirational speaker.  

It's never too late to do what you want to do in life. What you thought you were supposed to do 

in life... ‘Do what you were intended to do in life and you will succeed, do anything else and you 

will fail.’ Do what you want to do... Live your dream. Awaken to your Life Force.  

- Noah Griffin   

Singer/Actor/Inspirational Speaker 

noahgriffinlifeforce.com 

 
http://vimeo.com/32560621             
Noah Griffin - "You're My Gift for Christmas" (2:55) – Song 
 
http://vimeo.com/32606834 
Noah Griffin - "It's New Years Eve"    (2:48)  Song 
 
http://vimeo.com/32608622 
Noah Griffin "It means more to me, Thanksgiving" (1:12)  Song 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjKkpVgwVkw           
Noah Griffin - The Giant's Song (Directed by Nobe)  
 
http://youtu.be/sHszgLmzI6w                  
Noah Griffin on "The Susan Sikora Show"  (10:43)  Interview, 2008 (?) 

http://radiosausalito.org/the-field-trip-episode-085-noah-griffin-part-1/                
The Field Trip Episode 085 Noah Griffin Part 1  

Field Trip  February 24, 2014   by Mitchell Field  

Mitchell talks with Noah Griffin about ‘The Cole Porter Society’ and his upcoming performance 

‘Noah Griffin and Friends present An Evening of Cole Porter’ at the Barn Theater in Ross, 

California, to benefit The Ross Valley Players and The Cole Porter Society. 

To find out more about Noah Griffin: 

noahgriffin.com 

 

Podcast (the-field-trip): Download (Duration: 12:10 — 13.9MB)  

http://www.noahgriffinlifeforce.com/
http://vimeo.com/32560621
http://vimeo.com/32606834
http://vimeo.com/32608622
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjKkpVgwVkw
http://youtu.be/sHszgLmzI6w
http://radiosausalito.org/the-field-trip-episode-085-noah-griffin-part-1/
http://radiosausalito.org/category/the-field-trip/
http://radiosausalito.org/author/mitchell/
http://radiosausalito.org/podcastmedia/fieldtripnoahgriffinepisode085part1.mp3
http://radiosausalito.org/podcastmedia/fieldtripnoahgriffinepisode085part1.mp3


The Field Trip Episode 085 Noah Griffin Part 2  
http://radiosausalito.org/the-fild-trip-episode-085-noah-ggriffin-part-2/  

Field Trip March 3, 2014   by Mitchell Field  

Mitchell continues his interview with Harvard-trained lawyer and media personality Noah 

Griffin… 

Griffin, who currently writes for the Marin Independent Journal, wrote and recorded the official 

ballad of the Golden Gate bridge and is the founder of The Cole Porter Society, a group 

dedicated to ensuring that the musical and the cultural heritage of Porter is passed on to future 

generations. 

Podcast (the-field-trip): Download (Duration: 10:33 — 12.1MB)  

  

http://radiosausalito.org/the-fild-trip-episode-085-noah-ggriffin-part-2/
http://radiosausalito.org/category/the-field-trip/
http://radiosausalito.org/author/mitchell/
http://radiosausalito.org/podcastmedia/fieldtripepisode085noahgriffinpart2.mp3


Sheldon Wong   [Facebook post] 
Noah asked me to post this here for him.  Done. 
 
http://www.marinij.com/marinnews/ci_25145250/marin-voice-thinking-past-stereotypes    

Marin Voice: Thinking past stereotypes 

By Noah Griffin 

Guest op-ed column 

Posted:   02/17/2014 06:55:00 PM PST 

 
Noah Griffin (Robert Tong) 

ART LINKLETTER was wrong. It isn't just kids who say the darndest things. 

In Dashiell Hammett's "Maltese Falcon," Sam Spade is confronted with unexpected wisdom 

from Casper Gutman, the Fat Man. "I distrust a closed-mouth man. He generally picks the wrong 

time to talk and says the wrong thing. Talking is something you can't do judiciously unless you 

keep in practice." 

This hit me at my 50th high school reunion. A classmate confided that she and some of her 

(white) friends were happy I chose Fisk University so I "could learn how to be black." 

Saddened, disappointed but never shocked nor surprised at any racial comment, I shined it on"... 

until the next day.  

Thinking she might be worth saving or at minimum educating, I suggested to her: black is what I 

am.  

Who I am is broad as the sum total of my interests and experiences.  

Strange isn't it?  

After 50 years of social stagnation she still felt entitled to voice an outdated racial image and 

faulted me for failing to comply.  

In many ways black people are still subcontractors of our own image. Is white the only neutral 

color?  

No one is surprised the crack dealer is black, but get a degree from Harvard ".... 

https://www.facebook.com/sheldon.wong.39
http://www.marinij.com/marinnews/ci_25145250/marin-voice-thinking-past-stereotypes
http://www.marinij.com/portlet/article/html/render_gallery.jsp?articleId=25145250&siteId=234&startImage=1


Even President Barack Obama had to deal with the issue during his first campaign.  

Remember: "Was he black enough?" As if this was the assurance for which the general electorate 

truly yearned.  

There was and still is a concerted effort to put the president into a bifurcated black or white 

"viewfinder."  

The knock on the old Cosby Show was that it wasn't real. Black people were supposed to be 

more like the actors in "Good Times" where JJ went around slapping high fives and yelling 

"Dynamite."  

I knew more folks like the Cosbys than those on "Good Times."  

My father, a Latin and Greek professor/civil rights pioneer, and my mother, an educator, weren't 

down with the "Wazzup's?" 

I didn't grow up in the South. I have no regional or ethnic accent. As a child I: took Latin (or it 

took me), played varsity tennis, was poor at basketball and was given voice and dance lessons. I 

matriculated at an historically black college with many students of similar backgrounds. 

The fact that these opportunities were provided me and others like me and fell under the social 

radar of many whites, is hardly cause for course-correction. 

The Unity Church meditation on a recent morning was on self-acceptance.  

The following was shared: "I am uniquely me. The world may identify me with a label, such as 

parent or child or husband "... I am more than my duties or responsibilities. Each label is only a 

descriptor. I am more than my gender, (my race as, you view it) more than my position in life. I 

am a spiritual being — special and unique." 

"I embrace who I am in body, mind and spirit. I watch for self-judgment or self-criticism that 

hinders my divine expression. By being who I am, I make a valuable contribution to the world 

around me. I am confident of my divine gifts and I share them generously. I accept and give 

thanks for my uniqueness." 

Don't give yourself the detriment of the doubt. Define yourself.  

According to Emerson: "There comes a time in everyman's education ... that he must take 

himself as his own portion. Trust thyself ... The power which resides in you is new in nature. ... 

Accept the place Divine Providence has for you. ... He who would be a man must be a non-

conformist. ... What I must do is what concerns me, not what people think."  

Noah Griffin of Tiburon is a public affairs consultant and a former community member of the 

IJ's editorial board. 



 


